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Mishnah Peah 1:1

These are the things that have no measure:

Pealy (leaving the corner of one’s field for the poor),
Bikkurim (bringing first fruits to the Temple),
Pilgrimage [sacrifice] (brought to Jerusalem),

Acts of lovingkindness,

and Torah study

Mishnah Peah 1:2

One cannot decrease below a sixtieth for Peah.

Even though they said: “there is no measure for Peah,”
it is all according to the size of the field,

according to the number of poor people,

and according to the amount of the crop.

Mishnah Peah 4:5
The people of Beit Nemer would gather [fallen crops] with rope

and give Peah from every row [of the field].

Talmud Yerushalmi (Venice) Peah

4:3 / 18b

It is taught [in a baraita]: Abba Shaul says: We mention them (the
people of Beit Nemer) for shame, and we mention them for praise.

We mention them for shame, for they would give one-hundredth as
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their Peah; we mention them for praise for they would gather with

rope and give Peah from each row.

Mishnah Terumot 4:3

The amount of ferumal |gifts for the priests]:
A good sign: One-fortieth—

Beit shammai say: One-thirtieth—
Average: One-fiftieth;

Bad sign: One-sixtieth.
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Talmud Bavli Baba Metzia 83a

Some porters working for Rava bar bar Hanan broke a jug of wine.
He seized their clothes. They came before Rav, and he said to him,
“give them their clothing.” He said to him, “Is this the law?” Rav
said, “Yes, because of the principle ‘you should walk in the ways of
the good” (Proverbs 2:20).” He gave them back their clothes. They
said to him, “We are poor, and we troubled ourselves to work all
day and we are needy—do we receive nothing? Immediately, he
said to him, “Go, give them their wages.” He said to Rav, “Is this
the law.” Rav said, “Yes—you should keep the ways of the
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righteous (7bid).

R TV 3D 17 RYIXR K22 922 7mbn
RIPW 1137 79 1720 130 0292 70
IR N30 Dpw .XIAMT RN

SIS P/ bW by v Jon Iy v BTt ln AR T T
PR R - 29977 KT D MR
112 2970 .0°20 7172 700 wab
M0 LIIR Y 0 1R 7000
AR TN 17 1091 ,71°901 ,80Y 7912
RIPT 772 0K - 7R 277 90T 00
DOPOTE NINIRYLPR 09 R - P07
Ralal7iy

Mishnah Baba Metzia 7:1
One who hires workers and instructs them to begin work early and
to stay late—in a place in which it is not the custom to begin work

early and to stay late, the employer may not force them to do so. In

a place in which it is the custom to feed the workers, he must do so.

In a place in which it is the custom to distribute sweets, he must do
so. Everything goes according to the custom of the land. A story
about Rabbi Yohanan ben Matya, who told his son, “Go, hire us
workers.” His son went and promised them food (without
specifying what kind, or how much). When he returned, his father
said to him, “My son! Even if you gave them a feast like that of

King Solomon, you would not have fulfilled your obligation toward
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them, for they are the children of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.
However, as they have not yet begun to work, go back and say to
them that their employment is conditional on their not demanding
more than bread and vegetables.” Rabbi Shimon ben Gamliel said,
“It is not necessary to make such a stipulation. Everything goes

according to the custom of the place.”
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1 Kings 5:2-3

*Solomon’s daily provisions consisted of 30 kors of semolina, and
60 kors of [ordinary] flour,

710 fattened oxen, 20 pasture-fed oxen, and 100 sheep and goats,
besides deer and gazelles, roebucks

and fatted geese.
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Mishnah Baba Kama 8:6

One who punches his fellow—he pays him a se/z; Rabbi Yehudah
says in the name of Rabbi Yose Ha-Gelili: A maneh (a larger sum).
If he slaps him—he pays him a two-hundred z#z; with the back of
his hand—four-hundred z#z. If he split his ear, pulled his hair, spat
and his spit hit him, took his cloak from him, or uncovered the hair
of a woman in the street—he pays four-hundred z#z. This is the
principle: It is all according to his honor. Rabbi Akiva said: Even
the poor of Israel, we see them as if they are free people who have
lost their property, for they are children of Avraham, Yitzhak, and
Ya’akov. A story. There was one man who uncovered the head of a
woman in the street. She came before Rabbi Akiva and he required
him to pay her four-hundred g#z. He said to him: Give me timel!
He gave him time. He waited for her. When she stood by the
entrance to her courtyard, he broke a jug in front of her, and in it
was an Zssar of water. She uncovered her head and gathered the oil
[with her hands], and placed her hands on her head [so that she
could use the oil as moisturizer]. He brought witnesses regarding
her and came before Rabbi Akiva. He said: To this woman I

should give four-hundred z#z?! He said to him: You have said
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nothing. One who injures themselves, even though they’re not
allowed to do so, they are exempt [from payment|; others that injure
them, they are obligated. One who cuts his own plants, even
though he may not be allowed to do so, he is exempt; others that

cut his plants, they are obligated.
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Mishnah Baba Metzia 10:5
One who hires a worker to work with him with straw or stubble,
and he said to him, “Give me my wages”, and he said to him, “Take

what you did as your wages”, they do not pay attention to him.

Tosefta Baba Metzia (Lieberman) 7:4

One who hires a worker to bring grapes, apples, or plums for a sick
person, the person went and found that he is dead or healthy, he
should not say to him, “Take what you have brought as your

wages”’; instead, he should certainly pay him his wages.
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Rambam Laws of Shekalim 4:7

The correctors of books in Jerusalem would take their salaries from
[funds collected primarily to cover the cost of sacrifices|. The
judges who judged cases of theft in Jerusalem would take their salary
from these funds. And how much would they take? Ninety maneh
per year; and if this was not enough for them, [those responsible for
distributing the money| would increase the amount. Even if [these
communal workers] did not want to take more, they would increase
the amount according to the needs of the workers, their wives and

their families.

Talmud Bavli Ketubot 105a

Rav Yehudah said Rav Assi said:

The setters of decrees in Jerusalem, they would take their wages of
ninety-nine maneh from the gifts of the Temple chamber. If they

were not satisfied, they increased it for them.
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“If they were not satisfied”? Are we dealing with evil peopler!
Rather [the text should read], “If it were not sufficient for them,

even if they objected, they increased it for them.”

Talmud Bavli Ketubot 106a

Rabbah bar bar Hannah said Rabbi Yohanan said: The correctors
of scrolls in Jerusalem, they would take their wages from the gifts of
the Temple chamber. Rav Nahman said: Rav said: Women who
wove the Temple curtains, they took their wages from the gifts of
the Temple chamber. But I say, from the funds of the Temple

repairs, since the curtains were part of the building work.

Ma’aseh Rokei’ah, Laws of Shekalim, 4:7

“Ninety maneh each year.” In Ketubot 105a, it says ninety-nine
manel) Perhaps our Rabbi [Rambam)] had a text that said “ninety”.
The words of our Rabbi are nonetheless logical, since it is a round
number, but the value of ninety-nine is not—it could be a hundred,
ninety, or eighty, since there is no law that it would be, without
reason, specifically ninety-nine. Since also he wrote “The correctors
of scrolls”, which are not in this text at all, it seems he must have

had a different text, as I said.
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Tosefta Baba Metzia (Lieberman) 11:23 (BB 8b)
...the people of a town are allowed to stipulate on market-prices, on

measures, and on the wages of workers. ..
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Mishnah Peah 8:8

One who has two-hundred z#z should not take leket, shikbebab, peab,
ot poor tithe. If he has one dinar away from two-hundred, even if a
thousand people give him [a dinar] at once, he can take [them all]. If
[his assets] are mortgaged to his debtor or for the &etubah of his
wife, we can take; they do not require him to sell his house or his

clothes.

m:m NS awn
vPY P07 RY 117 0ONRN 17 WUw N
D°NRM 19 17 21V IWYnY RDY oW
5377 NNRD 12 1°IM1 7R 12°9K 1°7 10m
N 1217 H¥2% 221w 1R 0 T
727mA PR 207 137 997 WK NN
AWIMWN 90 DRI N DR OR7 NN

RRIARY=

MECHON HADAR
5




When the Minzmum Becomes the Maxcimum - Summer Yom Iyyun 2016

Elie Kaunfer - www.mechonhadar.org

Sefer Or Zarua 1,
Laws of Tzedakah, 14
Explanation: The Sages set two-hundred z#z for that it is the

measure that lasts a year for food and clothes.
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Talmud Yerushalmi (Vilna)

Peah 8:7

One student of Rabbi had one dinar short of two-hundred zuz, and
he used to give charity to him once every three years as poor tithe.
His students did for him an evil thing and completed him [i.e. gave
him the missing dinar]. He came and wanted to give him charity.
He said to him, “Rabbi, I have the measure!” He said, “This one
has been struck with the plague of the Pharisees!” He indicated to
his students to bring him to a wine house and take from him one

carat (quarter-shekel), and give him what he used to give.
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DONT PRINT
THIS

The statewide wage is set to reach $15 in 2022 for large businesses and in 2023 for small ones.

Other California cities have also enacted wage increases, some even earlier than Los Angeles. San Jose's
wage rose to $10.30 per hour in Jan. 1, 2015, and is set to continue climbing depending on the CPI. San
Francisco's minimum hourly wage, now at $12.25, will go up to $13 on July 1 and to $15 in 2018, followed

by further increases based on CPI, under a measure approved by that city's voters in 2014.

Source:
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/local/Higher-Minimum-Wage-Goes-Into-Effect-in-Los-Angeles-To
day-385226081.html#ixzz4D]8IXiet

http:/ /www.bloombetro.com/view/articles/2013-09-05/how-the-black-death-spawned-the-minimum-wage

On Saturday, June 25, 1938, to avoid pocket vetoes 9 days after Congress had adjourned, President
Franklin D. Roosevelt signed 121 bills. Among these bills was a landmark law in the Nation's social and
economic development -- Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 (FLSA). Against a history of judicial
opposition, the depression-born FLSA had survived, not unscathed, more than a year of Congressional
altercation. In its final form, the act applied to industries whose combined employment represented only
about one-fifth of the labor force. In these industries, it banned oppressive child labor and set the

minimum hourly wage at 25 cents, and the maximum workweek at 44 hours.

https://www.dol.gov/general /aboutdol /history/flsa1938

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minimum wage
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http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/local/Gray-Whale-Carcass-Washes-Ashore-on-Los-Angeles-Beach-385134671.html
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/local/Higher-Minimum-Wage-Goes-Into-Effect-in-Los-Angeles-Today-385226081.html#ixzz4DJ8lXiet
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/local/Higher-Minimum-Wage-Goes-Into-Effect-in-Los-Angeles-Today-385226081.html#ixzz4DJ8lXiet
http://www.bloomberg.com/view/articles/2013-09-05/how-the-black-death-spawned-the-minimum-wage
https://www.dol.gov/general/aboutdol/history/flsa1938
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minimum_wage
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https:/ /www.rabbinicalassembly.ore/sites/default/ files /public/halakhah /teshuvot/20052010/¢arvy_final

worker's.pdf

16.8.10

Impp. Arcadius et Honortus aa. ad iudaeos.

Nemo exterus religionis iudaeorum iudaeis pretia statuet, cum venalia proponentur: iustum est
enim sua cuique committere. Itaque rectores provinciae vobis nullum discussorem aut
moderatorem esse concedent. Quod si quis sumere sibi curam praeter vos proceresque vestros
audeat, tum velut aliena adpetentem supplicio coherceri festinent.

Jews set their own prices. See Mishnat Eretz Yisrael Megilah p. 317
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The following table summarizes the arguments made by those for and against minimum wage laws:

Arguments in favor of minimum wage laws Arguments against minimum wage laws

Supporters of the minimum wage claim it has Opponents of the minimum wage claim it has

these effects: these effects:

Removes financial stress and

encourages education, resulting in
[citation needed]

better paying jobs.

Positive impact on small business

owners and industry.[94]

Increased job growth/creation.[%][%]

Increases the standard of living for the

poorest and most vulnerable class in

society and raises average.[97]

Increases incentives to take jobs, as
opposed to other methods of
transferring income to the poor that are
not tied to employment (such as food

subsidies for the poor or welfare

payments for the unemployed).[%]

Stimulates consumption, by putting
more money in the hands of

low-income people who spend their
entire paychecks. Hence increases

circulation of money through the

economy.[97]

Encourages efficiency and automation

of industry.[gg]

Removes low paying jobs, forcing

workers to train for, and move to,

higher paying jobs.“oomoﬂ

Increases technological development.
Costly technology that increases

Minimum wage alone is not effective at
alleviating poverty, and in fact produces

a net increase in poverty due to

disemployment effects.!1%%)

As a labor market analogue of
political-economic protectionism, it
excludes low cost competitors from
labor markets and hampers firms in
reducing wage costs during trade

downturns. This generates various

industrial-economic inefficiencies.[mG]

Hurts small business more than large

business.[mﬂ

Reduces quantity demanded of
workers, either through a reduction in
the number of hours worked by

individuals, or through a reduction in the

number ofjobs.[ms]“og]

May cause price inflation as businesses
try to compensate by raising the prices

of the goods being sold.!1111]

Benefits some workers at the expense

of the poorest and least productive.mz]

Can result in the exclusion of certain

groups (ethnic, gender etc.) from the

labor force.[1 13]

Small firms with limited payroll budgets
cannot offer their most valuable
employees fair and attractive wages
above unskilled workers paid the

RRIARY=

MECHON HADAR


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Citation_needed
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minimum_wage#cite_note-94
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minimum_wage#cite_note-cepr.net-95
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minimum_wage#cite_note-bloomberg.com-96
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minimum_wage#cite_note-EPI_site-97
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minimum_wage#cite_note-freeman_paper-98
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minimum_wage#cite_note-EPI_site-97
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minimum_wage#cite_note-99
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minimum_wage#cite_note-100
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minimum_wage#cite_note-101
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minimum_wage#cite_note-105
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minimum_wage#cite_note-106
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minimum_wage#cite_note-Llewellyn_H._Rockwell_Jr-107
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minimum_wage#cite_note-108
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minimum_wage#cite_note-The_Wages_of_Politics-109
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minimum_wage#cite_note-110
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minimum_wage#cite_note-111
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minimum_wage#cite_note-cato.org-112
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minimum_wage#cite_note-113

When the Minimum Becomes the Maxcimunr - Summer Yom Lyyun 2016

Elie Kaunfer - www.mechonhadar.org

business efficiency is more appealing

as the price of labor increases.!1%?!

Increases the work ethic of those who
earn very little, as employers demand

more return from the higher cost of

hiring these employees.[97]

Decreases the cost of government
social welfare programs by increasing

incomes for the Iowest-paid.[97]

Encourages people to join the
workforce rather than pursuing money

through illegal means, e.g., selling

illegal drugs[103][104]

artificially high minimum, and see a

rising hurdle-cost of adding

workers.[107]

Is less effective than other methods
(e.g. the Earned Income Tax Credit) at
reducing poverty, and is more

damaging to businesses than those

other methods.[1 14]

Discourages further education among
the poor by enticing people to enter the
job market.['14]

Discriminates against, through pricing
out, less qualified workers (including
newcomers to the labor market, e.g.
young workers) by keeping them from
accumulating work experience and
qualifications, hence potentially

graduating to higher wages later.F!

Slows growth in the creation of

low-skilled jobs!®”!

Results in jobs moving to other areas or
countries which allow lower-cost

labor [citation needed]

Results in higher long-term
unemployment.mS]

Results in higher prices for consumers,
where products and services are

produced by minimum-wage

[116](

workers though non-labor costs

represent a greater proportion of costs

to consumers in industries like fast food

and discount retail)t! 171118l
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