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1) Shulhan Arukh, Damages to Neighbors 154:3 (16™ century)
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A person should not install a window that opens onto his friend’s
yard, and even if one of the neighbors in the yard wanted to open
up a window in his own house onto the yard, his neighbor can
prevent him because he can see him through it. And if he opened
it, he should close it... And if he is facing a different yard where
they have given him permission to install a window or a doorway,
he has to distance it from facing the doorway or the window of his
friend until he can’t see him through it at all. But a person may
install a house doorway onto the public domain facing another’s
house doorway, or a window facing a window if they are not taller
than 4 amot, for he can say to him: I am like one of the people in
the public domain who see you... There are those who say that a
person has to be careful not to look in his friend’s house, lest he be

seen as a thief in this seeing, since he has no reason [to do it].
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2) Talmud Bavli Bava Batra 60
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From where do we know this? R. Yohanan said: As the verse says,
Bilaam lifted his eyes and saw Israel residing according to

their tribes (Numbers 24:2). What did he see? He saw that the
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openings of their tents were not aligned with one another. He said:

These are worthy of the presence of the Divine.
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3) Ramban to Bava Bathra 59a (12"-13")
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... and even more so regarding damage inflicted by sight (bezek reiyab),
because these are interpersonal damages—irrespective of if they are

because of the evil eye, evil speech, or because of modesty. And

further, who knows what could happen to make him relinquish his
rights?  Also, even if the damaged did relinquish his rights, since it is
definitely forbidden to the damager to damage him by seeing and to
knowingly look at him. And no person can be [sufficiently] careful
about this, to stand all day with closed eyes. So we are compelled to

say to him: Close your window and you will not sin constantly.
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3a) Talmud Bavli Brachot 31b and Rashi there
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When Rav Dimi came he said: Not too tall or too short, not a
minor or a deaf mute, not too ruddy or too white, not (too)

smart and not dumb.
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And not overly smart so that he won’t be a wonder in the eyes of people

and becanse they speak about him the Evil Eye will have control over him.
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3b) Talmud Bavli Bava Metzia 107a and Rashi there
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R. Abahu said Rav Huna said Rav said: A person is forbidden
from standing on his neighbor’s field when the grain is fully

grown
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So that he not destroy it with the evil eye.
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4) R. Aharon Yehudah Grossman (20-21%)
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In my humble opinion: in order to explain that which he
wrote that [fezek re’tyab) is lashon ha-ra (evil speech): The
prohibition of /ashon ha-ra is when Reuven tells something

to Shimon about Levi. Just as Levi doesn’t want Shimon
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to know about him he also doesn’t want Reuven to know, | w31y Tpn RMAAY T TS ,17R% MOR Yy
and therefore when Reuven looks at the property of XD N2ODI WMON CRIYTH 1" W
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Shimon he violates the prohibition of lashon ha-ra. And to

bring a further source for the words of the Ramban from

What is lashon ha-ra? The one who says it and the one who | BW AWR ™07 D1 RON e MoR My
R? m7Oaw AKX 23 ,ArRI2 MNP 0THY
wNLD T"DDT R B"D D02 1T MOR R0

knows it. And in my humble opinion the Ramban learned
“and the one who knows it” in its plain sense, that Reuven
has done an action in knowing Shimon’s business and this
is the prohibition of /ashon ha-ra... And even though the

Hafetz Hayyim didn’t record this in his book, it is an

explicit Ramban.
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5) Rabbeinu Yonah, Gates of Repentance 3:265 (13™)
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And a person is required to conceal the secret that his friend has
revealed to him, even though there is no slander in revealing the
secret. For in revealing the secret there is damage to its owner
and a reason for him to change his mind, as it says, he changes
his mind in the absence of secrecy. Second: One who reveals
a secret also exits the path of modesty and he violates the will of
the owner of the secret. And Solomon, of blessed memory, said,
one who reveals a secret will be a tale-bearer. He means to
say: If you see a person who cannot control himself enough to
keep his tongue from revealing the secret, even though there is
no actual slander between a man and his fellow in uncovering the
secret, this character trait will bring him to become a tale-bearer,
which is of one of the four evil classes of people, since he doesn’t

have his lips under his control in order to guard them.
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6) The Paths of the Righteous, The Gate of Shame (14™)
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Our sages have said: Intelligence is shame and shame is
intelligence. For regarding Adam and Eve it says, the both of

them were naked, Adam and his wife, and they were not
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ashamed (Genesis 2:25). And they did not know about modesty
or know to distinguish between good and evil. And after they ate
from the Tree of Knowledge it says, Their eyes were opened
(Genesis 3:7). Likewise all animals with the exception of Humans
do not experience shame since they do not have wisdom. And
every insightful person knows the greatness of intelligence and
wisdom for through it he will arrive to the truth of the matter and
through it he will arrive to the unity of his Creator, Blessed be He,
and to His service. And through it he can become similar to the
angels. Since the level of wisdom is so great its partner which is
like it—that is shame—needs to be close to it. The proof is that
you have never seen a person who experiences shame who does
not have the capacity for thought nor a person with the capacity
for thought who does not experience shame... But the highest
level in the trait of shame is that he should feel shame before the
Holy One Blessed be He as it says, My God, I am too ashamed
and embarrassed to lift my face to you, My God (Ezra 9:6).
And if you think: How can I be shamed before someOne whom I
cannot see with my eyes? In truth, you need to know that even
though the Holy One Blessed be He is concealed from the eye of
all who live He is found in hearts and revealed in thoughts. And
he will achieve these levels of shame when he isolates himself in
otder to think about the greatness of Ha-Shem, Blessed be He, and
in his constantly remembering that the Holy One Blessed be He is
the One who sees his actions and probes his innards and sees all of
his thoughts... Itis clear and known that everyone does many
things in private and they think many thoughts, and they are only
concerned lest these things be known. And if it were that all of the
actions they did in their youth and all of the things that they said
and all of their thoughts were to be revealed and known to
everyone, they would be greatly ashamed. How much more so
does one need to be ashamed before the Holy One Blessed be He

who can see into hearts and see thoughts and knows all of the
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actions, and words, and thoughts that a person does in his life, and
there is no forgetting before Him! Our Sages said: That anyone who
transgressed but is embarrassed abont it is forgiven for all of his iniquities.
And they further said: Shame leads to Eden. And they further said:
Shame and Faith are combined one on top of the other. For the
one who experiences shame is believed by everyone and one who
is not believed does not have shame...

A person should train himself not to do anything that his friend
will be embarrassed to say to him. Like when he visits his friend
who is doing something in private and is too embarrassed to tell
him to leave, or if he is the guest of a friend who is uncomfortable
but too embarrassed to tell him to leave, or if he reads the writings
of his friend which his friend is too embarrassed to tell him not to
read, and anything like this. He should be very careful not to
honor himself with anything and he should not request anything
from him, any gift, or to ask that he lend him his clothing or his
money in a situation where he knows that his friend is not doing
this willingly, but is embarrassed to send him away empty-handed.
And it is hard on one who has the quality of shame that his friend

would be embarrassed because of him...
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7) Me’or Einayim (Menachem Mendel of Chernobyl-18™)
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Indeed the truth is as it has been written by us in a different place
in the name of the Ba’al Shem Tov on the verse, watching
through the windows peeking through the lattice (Song of
Songs 2:9). For the Creator Blessed be He is watching through the
windows peeking through the lattice. Meaning that He contracts
His fear over a person who is going to commit a transgression in
secret. For every hour it appears to him and he is afraid lest
another person see him. And he imagines in his mind and he is
afraid as if someone/One is looking at him from behind the
window and peeking through the lattice. And through this fear

falls upon him as if someone/can see him. And he doesn’t know
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that it is the Supernal Fear contracts Himself for this person in QIR 717 XY IR NAXNXA 70V IR0
order that he repent and separate from the transgression. Out of 2T NN TV A WN9N W
the great mercy of He who should be Blessed He contracts His NRT DXNXA DTRT DY 7720 1M
fear, as it were, onto a person, on this person on this low level. 172 7307777 POWA T QTR 9Y 710020
And for this Rabban Yohanan ben Zakkai said to his students: DX T TN NI 12077 I8 19 PYw
May it be God's will that the fear of Heaven shall be upon you like the fear of D7) MW NS DI°0Y D0 8 NTY
other people. (2 m>o72)

RRRY=

MECHON HADAR
6




