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Section 1

1. Talmud Bavli Eruvin 54a
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Rav Yehudah son of R. Hiyya said: Come and see that the
way of God is not like the way of humanity. A human
being will give an elixir to his friend—it will be good for
him and harmful to someone else. But the Holy Blessed
One is not so. He gave the Torah to Israel as an elixir of life
for [a person’s] entire body—as it says, a healing for his
whole flesh (Mishlei 4:22).
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2. Talmud Bavli Yoma 72b
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Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said: What does the verse mean by
writing (Devarim 4:44)- this is the Torah that Moshe placed
(sam)? If he merits—it becomes an elixir of life to him, if he
does not merit, it will be an elixir of death to him. And this is
what Rava said: One who is uman to it, it is an elixir of life,
and for one who is not uman to it, it is an elixir of death...
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3. Talmud Bavli Sanhedrin 17a
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Rav Yehudabh said in the name of Rav: We only place on the
Sanhedrin someone who knows how to purify a sheretz
from the Torah.

Rav said: | will make an inference, and | will purify it! Just
as a snake kills and thereby increases impurity, but
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nevertheless is itself pure—isn’t it logical that it should be
pure?! (But this is not the case—it is just like a regular
sharp thorn).
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4.Talmud Bavli Sukkah 32a
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And say one could use the spike. Abaye said: It is written [in
and about the Torah]—Its ways are ways of pleasantness
and all of its paths are peace (Mishlei 3:17).
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Section 2

1. Talmud Bavli Moed Katan 17a
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There was a young Torah scholar who developed a bad
reputation.

Rav Yehudah said, “What should we do? Should we
excommunicate him? The Rabbis need him. Should we
refrain from excommunicating him? That will profane the
name of heaven!” He said to Rabbah bar bar Hannah, “Have
you learned anything about this?

He said to him, “So said R. Yohanan: What [does the Torah]
mean by writing: For the priest’s lips keep knowledge, and
they seek Torah from his mouth; for he is an angel of the
Lord of hosts (Malakhi 2:7)? If the rabbi is similar to an angel
of the Lord of hosts, they should seek Torah from his mouth;
but if not, they should not seek Torah from his mouth!”
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Rav Yehudah excommunicated him. Eventually, Rav Yehudah
got gravely ill, and the Rabbis came to inquire about [his
releasing the ban], and that man also was with them. When
Rav Yehudah saw him, [Rav Yehudah] laughed. He said [to Rav
Yehudah], “It isn’t enough that you excommunicated that
man, but you are also laughing at me?!” He said, “I’m not
laughing at you. But when | get to that world my mind will be
glad that | didn’t even flatter a man like you!”...
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[R. Yehudah HaNasi] didn’t release him, and he was going
around crying. A bee came and stung him on his penis, and he
died. They brought him into the cave of the pious, and they
would not accept him, into the cave of the judges, and they
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accepted him.

What is the reason? Because he practices according to R. Ila’i.
Asitis taughtin a baraita: R. Ila’i says—If you see someone
whose evil inclination is overcoming him, he should go
somewhere where people don’t know him, and he should
wear black clothing, and wrap himself in black, and do what
he wants rather than publicly profane the name of Heaven.
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2. Talmud Bavli Haggigah 15b

210 NAaN 722 TINYN .2

...As for Rabbi Meir, how could he learn Torah from Aher’s mouth?
Didn’t Rabbah bar bar Hannah say that R. Yohanan said: What
[does the Torah] mean by writing: For the priest’s lips keep
knowledge, and they seek Torah from his mouth; for he is an
angel of the Lord of hosts (Malakhi 2:7)? If the rabbi is similar to
an angel of the Lord of hosts, they should seek Torah from his
mouth; but if not, they should not seek Torah from his mouth!
Reish Lakish said: Rabbi Meir found a verse and interpreted it so:
Incline your ear, and hear the words of the wise, and apply
your heart to My knowledge (Mishlei 22:17). It does not say “to
their knowledge,” but rather “to My knowledge.”

Rav Hanina said [that Rabbi Meir supported his position] from
here: Listen, daughter and see, and incline your ear; and
forget your own people and your father’s house (Tehillim
45:11).

The verses conflict with one another! There is no conflict. This
[verse] corresponds to a gadol and this [verse] corresponds to a
katan.

When Rav Dimi came [from Eretz Yisrael to Babylonia], he said: In
the West they say: Rabbi Meir ate an under-ripe date and cast out
the peel. Rava taught: What [does the Torah] mean by writing: |
went down into the nut garden, to look at the fresh plants by
the river” (Shir HaShirim 6:11)? Why are Torah scholars
compared to a nut? To tell you: Just as this nut, despite being
soiled with mud and dung, its content is not considered
disgusting; so too a Torah scholar, although he has gone bad, his
Torah is not considered disgusting,
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Rabbah bar Sheila encountered Eliyahu. He said to Eliyahu,
“What is the Holy Blessed One doing? Eliyahu said to him: He is
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stating teachings from the mouths of all of the Rabbi, but does
not state them in the name of Rabbi Meir. He said to him, “Why?”
[Eliyahu said], “Because he learned teachings from the mouth of
Aher.” He said to him: Why?! Rabbi Meir found a pomegranate
and ate its innards and discarded the peel! [Eliyahu] said to him,
“Now [God] is saying, ‘My son, Meir, says: When a person suffers,
how does the Divine Presence express itself? Woe is Me from My
head, woe is Me from My arm. If the Holy One, Blessed be He,
suffers to such an extent over the blood of the wicked, how much
more so does He suffer over the blood of the righteous that is
spilled.
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3. Yerushalmi Haggigah 2a
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...[Elisha] said to him, “Meir—this is sufficient. The Shabbat
boundary extends until here.” He said to him, “How do you
know?!” He said to him, “From the hooves of your horse which |
was counting as they got to 2,000 amot.” He said to him, “You have
all of this wisdom and you still do not repent?!” He said to him, I
can’t”...
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4, Rambam, Talmud Torah 4:1
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...0One may not learn from a teacher who does not walk in a
good path—even if he is a great scholar and all need him—until
he goes back to being good, as it says: For the priest’s lips
should keep knowledge, and they should seek Torah at his
mouth; for he is an angel of the Lord of hosts. The Sages
said: If the teacher is similar to an angel of the Lord of hosts,
then seek Torah from his mouth, but if he is not, then do not

seek Torah from his mouth.
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5. Rambam, Foundations of the Torah 6:8
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It is forbidden to burn or intentionally destroy any holy
writings including their interpretations and their explanations.
And one who intentionally destroys them receives lashes for
their rebellion. In which case? Holy writings which were
written by a Jew in holiness. But a Jewish heretic who wrote a
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Sefer Torah, [that scroll] is burnt along with the names of God
written in it, because he doesn’t believe in the holiness of the
Name and only wrote it under the supposition that it was
indistinguishable from the other words. Since that is his
opinion [the name] isn’t sanctified and it’s a mitzvah to burn
[the scroll] so as not to leave a name for the heretics and their
actions. Butif a non-Jew writes the Name, we bury it...
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Section 3

1. Tosefta Sanhedrin 1:2 (Zuckermandel ed.)
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R. Elazar ben Ya’akov said—what does the verse teach in saying,
one who steals and blesses spurns God? They constructed a
parable—to what is this matter similar? To one who stole a se’ah
of wheat, ground, baked, and separated hallah from it and fed his
children. How could he bless? This one doesn’t bless, rather he
spurns! On this it says, one who steals and blesses spurns God.
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2. Talmud Yerushalmi Hallah 1:5
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It is taught—It is forbidden to bless on stolen matzah. R.
Hoshaya said—in keeping with, one who steals and blesses
spurns God.

R. Yonah said—this is said in the beginning, but in the end,
doesn’t he owe him money? R. Yonah said—an aveirah cannot
be a mitzvah. R. Yossi said—a mitzvah cannot be an aveirah. R.
Hila said—these are the mitzvot. If you do them like they are
commanded, they are mitzvot, if not, they are not mitzvot.
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3. Talmud Bavli Bava Kama 94b-95a
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Our Rabbis taught (in a baraita): Robbers and those who lend
money with interest who have returned, we do not receive
[restitution] from them, and one who does take from
them—the Rabbis are not pleased with him. Rabbi Yohanan
said: this mishnah was taught in the days of Rebbi, as it is
taught, There was a story of a man who sought to do teshuvah.
His wife said to him, “Idiot! If you do teshuvah, even your belt
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isn’t yours!” And he was prevented from doing teshuvah. At
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that time they said, the robbers and usurers that have - TN NI U701 2970 NnR
returned—we do not accept [restitution] from them, and one ['K - DNN 72nn1,00n0 "2m 'R
who accepts from them, the Rabbis are not pleased with 2V :pnL...ant N omdN NN
him...We learn: Concerning the stolen board which one has 710'Y - "N INIAY TN Wi
built into a house—he should take its value in money because ID"awn mpn 290 ,1'T
of the law for repenters.

4, Talmud Bavli Sukkah 31a .N'70010 722 TInYn 4
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Galuta are sitting in a stolen sukkah. She screamed, but N2 NAWKR X71NNHX -2N' 10 07172 NdI0a
Rav Nahman didn’t heed her. She said to him—A woman N'7 DINT XNN'R N7 DONAK nn1 N
whose father had 318 servants is screaming before you and NNIIX "TAY N0 "IN AR NN RNIART?
you don’t heed her?! Rav Nahman said to her—sheis a [N IN7 MK 1702 INnAwR X711 np
squawker, and she only has rights to the cost of the lumber. | .T2%72 D'y T XX D7 |'KI KT X' XN'YO
Ravina said—the Rabbis made an enactment regarding this N7ITAT XN770NT KIWD 'RN X121 DX
stolen sukkah beam like the enactment of a house-beam. YN NIpPn DIYN XNI7N 120 07 ' 12y

Questions/Guidelines:

Perpetrator:
Is the perpetrator still alive? Is enabling his Torah going to give him more access to victims. Will it give
him more honor and thereby dishonor God’s name?

Victim:

Is the victim still alive? Is the encounter with this Torah going to cause her pain and/or be triggering? Is
the teaching of this Torah going to be perceived by the victim as a legitimization of the crime against
them?

The Torah Itself:
Is the content of this Torah saturated with/characterized by the sins of the person who produced it?
Can there be a core that is pure while the outside is tainted?

The Consumer:
Do | feel comfortable supporting this person? Am I successfully extracting the fruit from the peel? Is
accepting this Torah into my life having a corrupting influence on my integrity?

Questions NOT to Ask:

-Is this Torah meaningful to me? Do | find it spiritually valuable?

-Would it be a loss of some kind if this Torah were not in the world? Do | think of this work as
“irreplaceable?”
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