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When Is Essence Unavoidable?

Maintaining the Boundary

Rabbi Ethan Tucker— tucker@hadar.org

Fall Lecture Series 2017, Session 4

I. Self-preservation and Group Membership
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Sifra Behar Parashah 5 Perek 6

“When your brother falls low and his hand slips with you” do not allow him to go down...How do
we know that even if you supported him several times you should support him again? “And give
him strength”...Ger—this is the ger fzedek (convert); Toshar—This is the ger who eats carcasses.
“And he is to live beside you”—Your life takes precedence over his life...

“So that your brother may live beside you”—This point was expounded by Ben Peturi: Consider a
case of two people walking in the desert. Only one of them has a container of water, such that if
one of them drinks it he will make it back to civilization, whereas if it is split between them they will
both die. Ben Peturi expounded: They should both drink and die, as it says: “So that your brother
may live beside you.” R. Akiva said to him: “So that your brother may live beside you”—ryour life

takes precedence over your colleague’s life.
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Malbim on Sifra above, R. Meir Leibush b. Yehiel Michel Wisser, Russia/Poland/Romania,
19* c.

Therefore, the Sifra explained the phrase “And he is to live beside you” as meaning “Your life takes

precedence over his life.” But on “So that your brother may live beside you”, it cites the exposition

of Ben Peturi, which only applies to a Jew. In the case of a ger foshav, Ben Peturi would agree with R.

Akiva (that one’s own life takes precedence).

II. Power
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Devarim 17:15
Appoint, appoint over yourself a king whom the Lord your God will choose. From the midst of
your brethren you shall appoint a king over you. You may not place over you a foreign man who is

not your brother.
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Talmud Bavli Yevamot 101b-102a
Said Rava: According to the Torah, a convert may judge another convert, as it says: “Appoint,
appoint over yourself a king whom the Lord your God will choose. From the midst of your

b

brethren you shall appoint a king over you.” “Over you” we require “from the midst of your

brethren”, but a convert can judge his fellow convert...
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ITI.  Privileges/Favors—Interest-Free Loans and Debt Release

N2-2:20 29927

T

WD XD TP WD 21237 TR WK TQT772 T 228 T 102 TR TIND TETRY

-9 RPM

0) 29/ 3 2 BPIIT TRV T TV THS 1)

< b

MY
ITRY TUR M TH7RR ORT) NP20) T INR npRToN

TN INNTRY? 3723 WA 171|077 79027y

Narral P72 10 7 AWND 972 K150

npPImm 5"n PINT NI QAYD IWHM VIR POX NPT OR 1IN, 7w 130N SR TRY T AUM TPAR I 0D

..D19921 DOIR 93 77 2N L,PTE A 7,002

1 IR 77 PO NUSXR K22 noon miwn

2WIN 732 191 N°272 IR P19 [20a0 1] 1 ...

Mishnah Bava Metzia 5:6
...One may borrow money from [Gentiles| and lend money to them with interest, and similatly, in

the case of a ger foshav.
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Talmud Bavli Bava Metzia 71a
...Itis written: “And if your brother waxes poor, and his means fail with you, then you shall
strengthen him, as a stranger and a resident [ger vefosha] shall he live with you. You may not take

interest or increase from him, but fear your God, so that your brother should live with you.” [This
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indicates that interest may not be taken from a ger foshav.] But this contradicts the Mishnah: “One
may borrow money from them and lend money to them with interest, and similarly, in the case of a
ger tosha)”’
Rav Nahman bar Yitzhak says: Is it written: Do not take from #hen? No, it is written: “Do not take
trom him,” a Jew.
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Devarim 15:2-3
This shall be the nature of the remission: every creditor shall remit the due that he claims from his

fellow; he shall not dun his fellow or his kinsman, for the remission proclaimed is of the LORD.

You may dun the foreigner; but you must remit whatever is due you from your kinsmen.
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Sifrei Devarim 112

“His fellow”—this excludes others, i.e. Gentiles; “or his kinsman”—this excludes the ger foshav.

IV.  Marriage and the Maintenance of Group Identity
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Massekhet Gerim 3:1-4
Who is a ger toshav? Anyone who commits to avoiding foreign/idol worship, according to R. Meir.

R. Yehudah says: anyone who commits (not) to eat animal carcasses.
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His spit, the items he sits and lies on and his urine are impure, his bread, oil and wine are pure. He
is under the rubric of the ban on monetary deception, oppression and delaying workers’ wages.
One does not marry [off Jewish women] to him, nor does one marry women from him. One may
not lend or borrow from him on interest.
He is not to be settled on the border, nor in a bad neighborhood, rather in a good neighborhood in
the middle of the land of Israel, in a place where he can make a living, for it says: “He shall dwell
with you in your midst, in a place of his choosing, in one of your town where it is good for him. Do
not oppress him.”. ..
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Minhat Hinukh #427, R. Yosef Babad, Poland, 19" c.
And it seems that with regard to the matter of the prohibition of intermarriage, a ger foshav is

included
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Responsa Yehaveh Da’at V:54, R. Ovadiah Yosef, Israel, 20"-21* c.

I did indeed see in the name of R. Refael Berdugo...that it seems that it should be permitted to eat
from the cooked foods and bread of the Gentiles in our lands, since they are Muslims wo do not
worship idols...but from the words of all of the legal authorities it seems that there is no difference
between idol worshippers and Muslims and this is the common practice. Nonetheless, whenever we
find a lenient position on these matters, even if the position is disputed, we should follow it in these

lands...so it seems to me.
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But this argument is not compelling at all, because the reason for forbidding food cooked by
Gentiles is on account of the fear of intermarriage or the possibility of eating non-kosher

food...both of these concerns apply to Muslims who are not idolaters.

V. Contributing to essential communal functions—171 23% X
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Vayikra 22:17-21, 25

The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: Speak to Aaron and his sons, and to all the Israelite people, and
say to them: When any man of the house of Israel or of the strangers in Israel presents a burnt
offering as his offering for any of the votive or any of the freewill offerings that they offer to the
LORD, it must, to be acceptable in your favor, be a male without blemish, from cattle or sheep or
goats. You shall not offer any that has a defect, for it will not be accepted in your favor.

And when a man offers, from the herd or the flock, a sacrifice of well-being to the LORD for an
explicit vow or as a freewill offering, it must, to be acceptable, be without blemish; there must be no
defect in it...

nor shall you accept such [animals] from a foreigner for offering as food for your God, for they are

mutilated, they have a defect; they shall not be accepted in your favor.
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Ezra 4:1-6

When the adversaries of Judah and Benjamin heard that the returned exiles were building a temple
to the LORD God of Israel, they approached Zerubbabel and the chiefs of the clans and said to
them, “Let us build with you, since we too worship your God, having offered sacrifices to Him since
the time of King Esarhaddon of Assyria, who brought us here.”

Zerubbabel, Jeshua, and the rest of the chiefs of the clans of Israel answered them, “It is not for you
and us to build 2 House to our God, but we alone will build it to the LORD God of Israel, in accord
with the charge that the king, King Cyrus of Persia, laid upon us.”

Thereupon the people of the land undermined the resolve of the people of Judah, and made them
afraid to build. They bribed ministers in order to thwart their plans all the years of King Cyrus of
Persia and until the reign of King Darius of Persia. And in the reign of Ahasuerus, at the start of his

reign, they drew up an accusation against the inhabitants of Judah and Jerusalem.
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Nehemiah 2:17-20
Then I said to them, “You see the bad state we are in—]Jerusalem lying in ruins and its gates
destroyed by fire. Come, let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem and suffer no more disgrace.”
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I told them of my God’s benevolent care for me, also of the things that the king had said to me, and
they said, “Let us start building!” They were encouraged by [His] benevolence.

When Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite servant and Geshem the Arab heard, they
mocked us and held us in contempt and said, “What is this that you are doing? Are you rebelling
against the king?”

I said to them in reply, “The God of Heaven will grant us success, and we, His servants, will start

building. But you have no share or claim or stake in Jerusalem!”
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Sifrei Bemidbar Parashat Shelah 107 (following ms. Vatican 32, 2)

What is the intent of "All the native-born shall do thus"? Because it is written (Vayikra 22:25) "And
from the hand of a Gentile you shall not present (as a sacrifice) the bread of your God of all these
(blemished animals)" — These you do not accept (from Gentiles), but you do accept the continual
offerings. Once we have learned that a Gentile may bring a burnt-offering, I can now engage this
point: A Jew brings a burnt-offering and a Gentile brings a burnt-offering; can I also conclude: Just
as a Jew brings libations, so, a Gentile brings libations? It is, therefore, written "All the native-born
shall thus do these (libations)" — A Jew brings libations, but a gentile does not. Based on this, they
said: If a gentile sent his burnt-offering from abroad and did not send libations with it, they are

supplied through public funds.
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Sifra Emor Parashah 7 Perek 6 Halakhot 1-2

"Israel": as stated; "ger'": the converts; "the ger': to include the wives of the converts; "in Israel": to
include women and slaves.

If so, what does "a man, a man" include? Gentiles, who vow votive (offerings) and gift-offerings as a
Jew does. "Which they will present to the Lord as a burnt-offering": This tells me only of a
burnt-offering. Whence do I include peace-offerings? From "their vows." Whence do I include the
thank-offering? From "their free-will offerings.” Whence do I include bird-offerings, meal-offerings,

nn

wine, frankincense, and wood? From "of a// their vows," "of a// their free-will offerings."...this is
according to R. Akiva. R. Yossi Haglili said to him: Even if you sit there "including" things all day,

the only thing discussed here is the burnt-offering.

27 775957 T 275 NROMA T TRND MINK KI5
XX 99 7R ".9R Do 029K 07 DX 12°7P0 Y 10172 7" M2 TInon 230 1 200pw 0O9apn PRY 1an
2on" M2 7PN 29732 129X NP 92 IRW "OWRD S 2127 IR aRIw ,an? 0°7p oY ,2° 70N

"R

Sifra Emor Parashah 7 Perek 7 Halakhah 12

How do we know that one does not accept shekalin (collected money used to fund the core Temple
operations) from a Gentile? Scripture teaches: "And from the hand of a Gentile you shall not
present the bread of your God from all these." This tells me only of continual offerings, which atre
called "bread," as it is written (BeMidbar 28:2) "My offerings, My bread for My fires." Whence do 1

derive the same for the other communal offerings? From "of a// these."

7R R A5 2PR NODR IR

D227 PR IPPWW MDY 5721 .07 0°92pn 19pWw OR DaR 0°10P) 2272V DWW D2I0WHn PR 1KY D DY AR
971 RITW 92 19907 A7 .07 2°9apn PR MWK MRV NIT21 1P D127 1P 121 1P 070 2°9apn R .07
027 KXY (7 RAUY) 70V 07 DY W0 RAT 191 .07 0°92P1 PR 2701 KDY 71 KD IRW 971,070 0°92pn 27N

219779K7 072 11139 I

RRIARY=)-

MECHON HADAR

9




When Is Essence Unavoidable— November 2017
Rabbi Ethan Tucker — www.hadar.org

Mishnah Shekalim 1:5

Despite the fact that it was taught that we do not compel women, slaves and children to contribute
the half-shekel - if they gave a half-shekel we accept it from them. If a Gentile or a Samaritan
contribute a half-shekel, it is not accepted. We also do not accept from a Gentile or a Samaritan the
bird offering of a man who was a zav [had an unusual genital flow] or a woman who was a zavah
[had an unusual genital flow], the bird offering of a woman who has given birth, sin offerings or
guilt offerings, we do not accept from them. This is the rule: Any vowed or donated offering is
accepted from them; any offering that is not vowed or donated is not accepted from them. And this

was made clear by Ezra: "It is not for you and for us to build a house for our God." (Ezra 4:3)

77 719957 7 PD 2Ypw Mok 2 ann

JI2NWNRT PV TRV PRIXIAW WD PRI 1T 11 ,TTR D PROXIN POYY Anwnm O 0027 R 12 10 w2
NAIM Q2WINPAW 2% NAR IR WR PRV NIV 9 AW A 191 ,70W00 Wn Uy 0mIen
MWYY? 27I07W IR 19X 2271277 MY 27INIW N, 79090 WA PRI PV 097X D01 v Do) oy
AN AR 1APRY N°2 N33R 1191 239 RY +H'T7 RV IMRIW ,2WIN T3 199DKRY 1302 PRAPR PR D102 oY

09w 1191 ARTRY PO PR 0071 +1a

Rambam Shekalim 1:5

A ramp was built from the Temple Mount to the Mount of Olives on which the red heifer was taken
out and they would also make a ramp on which they would take out the scapegoat on Yom Kippur.
Both of them were made from the leftover funds for core Temple activities. So too the altar for
burnt offerings and the structure of the sanctuary and the courtyards are made from these funds.
The water channel in Jerusalem and the walls of Jerusalem and all of its towers and all the needs of
the city come from these funds. If a Gentile donated money to these things or volunteered to make
them for free, we do not accept these donations, even if he is a ger toshav, as it says: “It is not for
you and for us to build a house for our God”, and it says: “But you have no share or claim or stake

in Jerusalem.”

VI.  Religious participation—0d J27p
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