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Strangers, Aliens and Fellow Travelers, Part 1
In or Out? Biblical Definitions of the Ger

Rabbi Ethan Tucker— tucker@hadar.org

Fall Lecture Series 2017

A. The Ger’s place in Society

The Covenant Between the Pieces: DnX 1131 017231 0777 X2 IR T¥I7 7°7° 73 %3/ “For your
offspring will be a gerin a land that is not theirs and they shall serve them and they will afflict
them...” (Bereishit 15)

Lot: 019w 09w M2 82 TR/ “This one comes to dwell here (/agur) and then he judges, judges?
(Bereishit 19)

Avraham with the Hittite Council: 021y 21X 22 73/“T am a resident alien in your midst”
(Bereishit 23)

Israel in Egypt: 0°7X¥n yIX2 an>i 073 °2/“For you were geriz in the land of Egypt” (Vayikra 19)
Israel in its own land: >7Y DAR 2°2WiN) 02372 PIRT 22702 NARYY Nonn XY 7RI/ “The land cannot
be sold in perpetuity, for the land belongs to me. You are (as) resident aliens in my midst.” (Vayikra
25)

Labor Force: W) 0998 DWW 098 WM 782 IR¥NN...O80 7IR2 WK D0 DWIRg~92 Aty 15e7
DYTNR TRVT? DOOEI NIRD WY D078 NYu 172 337 A28 073hy 220 ARk ooyaw o Wy (i
/“Shlomo counted all the gerim in the land of Israel...their total was found to be 153,600. He made
70,000 of them bear burdens, 80,000 of them quarry stones and 3,600 were in charge of working the
people.” (II Divrei Hayamim 2)

Undoing the Natural Order: 7K 3172 X377 797 705 720 7RK) 79¥2 79970 T 799 32992 WK M
217 TR AAR) WY 17 X 2D X9/ “The gerin your midst will ascend higher and higher; you will
descend lower and lower. He will lend you money but you will not lend to him; he will be the head

and you will be the tail. (Devarim 28)

B. A General Orientation: Love the Ger, Be Kind and Inclusive
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VaYikra 19:33-37

PWhen a stranger resides with you in your land, you shall not wrong him. ** The stranger who
resides with you shall be to you as one of your citizens; you shall love him as yourself, for you were
strangers in the land of Egypt: I the LORD am your God. * You shall not falsify measures of length,
weight, or capacity. *You shall have an honest balance, honest weights, an honest ¢phab, and an
honest Ain. 1 the LORD am your God who freed you from the land of Egypt. >’ You shall faithfully
observe all My laws and all My rules: I am the LORD.
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Devarim 24:19-21
"When you reap the harvest in your field and ovetlook a sheaf in the field, do not turn back to get it;
it shall go to the stranger, the orphan, and the widow—in order that the LORD your God may bless
you in all your undertakings. *’ When you beat down the fruit of your olive trees, do not go over
them again; that shall go to the stranger, the orphan, and the widow. *' When you gather the grapes

of your vineyard, do not pick it over again; that shall go to the stranger, the orphan, and the widow.
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Devarim 27:19
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YCursed be he who subverts the rights of the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow.—And all the

people shall say, Amen.
C. Permitted Discrimination
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Devarim 23:20-21
*You shall not deduct interest from loans to your brother, whether in money or food or anything
else that can be deducted as interest; *'but you may deduct interest from loans to foreigners. Do not

deduct interest from loans to your brother...
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VaYikra 25

PIf your kinsman under you continues in straits and must give himself over to you, do not subject
him to the treatment of a slave. *'He shall remain with you as a hired or bound laborer; he shall serve
with you only until the jubilee year. *'Then he and his children with him shall be free of your
authority; he shall go back to his family and return to his ancestral holding.— *For they are My
servants, whom I freed from the land of Egypt; they may not give themselves over into servitude.—
“You shall not rule over him ruthlessly; you shall fear your God. **Such male and female slaves as
you may have—it is from the nations round about you that you may acquire male and female slaves.
“You may also buy them from among the children of aliens resident among you, or from their
families that are among you, whom they begot in your land. These shall become your property: “you

may keep them as a possession for your children after you, for them to inherit as property for all
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time. Such you may treat as slaves. But as for your Israelite kinsmen, no one shall rule ruthlessly over

the other.
D. Equality in Tort Law
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VaYikra 24:19-22
“If anyone maims his fellow, as he has done so shall it be done to him: *fracture for fracture, eye
for eye, tooth for tooth. The injury he inflicted on another shall be inflicted on him. *One who kills
a beast shall make restitution for it; but one who kills a human being shall be put to death. *You

shall have one standard for stranger and citizen alike: for I the LORD am your God.
E. Purity Laws
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VaYikra 17:15
Any person, whether citizen or stranger, who eats what has died or has been torn by beasts shall

wash his clothes, bathe in water, and remain unclean until evening; then he shall be clean.
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BeMidbar 19:10-13
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""He who gathers up the ashes of the cow shall also wash his clothes and be unclean until evening.
This shall be a permanent law for the Israelites and for the strangers who reside among you. ''He
who touches the corpse of any human being shall be unclean for seven days. “He shall cleanse
himself with it on the third day and on the seventh day, and then be clean; if he fails to cleanse
himself on the third and seventh days, he shall not be clean. "Whoever touches a corpse, the body
of a person who has died, and does not cleanse himself, defiles the LORD’s Tabernacle; that person
shall be cut off from Israel. Since the water of lustration was not dashed on him, he remains unclean;

his uncleanness is still upon him.
F. Obligation in Mztzvot
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Devarim 14:21
You shall not eat anything that has died a natural death; give it to the stranger in your community to
eat, or you may sell it to a foreigner. For you are a people consecrated to the LORD your God. You

shall not boil a kid in its mother’s milk.
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VaYikra 23:42

You shall live in booths seven days; all citizens in Israel shall live in booths.
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Shemot 12:19
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No leaven shall be found in your houses for seven days. For whoever eats what is leavened, that
person shall be cut off from the community of Israel, whether he is a stranger or a citizen of the

country.

= P92 mMnw

O

PR P12 10 2w S bP) (0) [JRIRH92 00 @y Tayn Do Ny W (0) WY nawa oi-ny Bior (M)

v

STPWWR WK 713 THRT2 00K 3728 75257127 1708 A9RH=07 nhyn-yy
Shemot 20:8-10
*Remember the sabbath day and keep it holy. ? Six days you shall labor and do all your work, ' but
the seventh day is a sabbath of the LORD your God: you shall not do any work—ryou, your son or

daughter, your male or female slave, or your cattle, or the stranger who is within your settlements.

A2 P90 nnw

W) INRY T2 WRPY TI0m Y M 1wn? nawn s ot hyn ayyn b nvy ()

I

Shemot 23:12
Six days you shall do your work, but on the seventh day you shall cease from labor, in order that

your ox and your ass may rest, and that your bondman and the stranger may be refreshed.
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VaYikra 16:29
*And this shall be to you a law for all time: In the seventh month, on the tenth day of the month,
you shall practice self-denial; and you shall do no manner of work, neither the citizen nor the alien

who resides among you.
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VaYikra 17:8-14

*Say to them further: If anyone of the house of Israel or of the strangers who reside among them
offers a burnt offering or a sacrifice, * and does not bring it to the entrance of the Tent of Meeting to
offer it to the LORD, that person shall be cut off from his people. '’ And if anyone of the house of
Israel or of the strangers who reside among them partakes of any blood, I will set My face against
the person who partakes of the blood, and I will cut him off from among his kin. '' For the life of
the flesh is in the blood, and I have assigned it to you for making expiation for your lives upon the
altar; it is the blood, as life, that effects expiation. '* Therefore I say to the Israelite people: No
person among you shall partake of blood, nor shall the stranger who resides among you partake of
blood. " And if any Israelite or any stranger who resides among them hunts down an animal or a
bird that may be eaten, he shall pour out its blood and cover it with earth. '* For the life of all
flesh—its blood is its life. Therefore I say to the Israelite people: You shall not partake of the blood

of any flesh, for the life of all flesh is its blood. Anyone who partakes of it shall be cut off.
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VaYikra 18:6,24-26

‘None of you shall come near anyone of his own flesh to uncover nakedness: I am the LORD...*Do
not defile yourselves in any of those ways, for it is by such that the nations that I am casting out
before you defiled themselves. *Thus the land became defiled; and I called it to account for its
iniquity, and the land spewed out its inhabitants. *But you must keep My laws and My rules, and you
must not do any of those abhorrent things, neither the citizen nor the stranger who resides among

you;
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VaYikra 20:1-3

'And the LORD spoke to Moses: *Say further to the Israelite people: Anyone among the Israelites,
or among the strangers residing in Israel, who gives any of his offspring to Molekh, shall be put to
death; the people of the land shall pelt him with stones. >And I will set My face against that man and
will cut him off from among his people, because he gave of his offspring to Molekh and so defiled

My sanctuary and profaned My holy name.
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VaYikra 24:15-16
And to the Israelite people speak thus: Anyone who blasphemes his God shall bear his guilt; 'if he
also pronounces the name LORD, he shall be put to death. The whole community shall stone him;

stranger of citizen, if he has thus pronounced the Name, he shall be put to death.

G. The Ger and the World of Sacrifices and Atonement
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VaYikra 22:17-18,25
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""The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: '*Speak to Aaron and his sons, and to all the Israelite people,
and say to them: When any man of the house of Israel or of the strangers in Israel presents a burnt
offering as his offering for any of the votive or any of the freewill offerings that they offer to the
LORD,...*nor shall you accept such [animals] from a foreigner for offering as food for your God,

for they are mutilated, they have a defect; they shall not be accepted in your favor.
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BeMidbar 15
YEvery citizen, when presenting an offering by fire of pleasing odor to the LORD, shall do so with
them. "*And when, throughout the ages, a stranger who has taken up residence with you, or one who
lives among you, would present an offering by fire of pleasing odor to the LORD—as you do, so
shall it be done by "“the rest of the congregation. There shall be one law for you and for the resident
stranger; it shall be a law for all time throughout the ages. You and the stranger shall be alike before
the LORD; "’the same ritual and the same rule shall apply to you and to the stranger who resides
among you...
“In case it is an individual who has sinned unwittingly, he shall offer a she-goat in its first year as a
sin offering. *The priest shall make expiation before the LORD on behalf of the person who erred,
for he sinned unwittingly, making such expiation for him that he may be forgiven. *’For the citizen
among the Israelites and for the stranger who resides among them—you shall have one ritual for
anyone who acts in error. *’But the person, be he citizen or stranger, who acts defiantly reviles the
LORD; that person shall be cut off from among his people. *'Because he has spurned the word of
the LORD and violated His commandment, that person shall be cut off—he bears his guilt.
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BeMidbar 35:14-15

"“Three cities shall be designated beyond the Jordan, and the other three shall be designated in the
land of Canaan: they shall serve as cities of refuge. "These six cities shall serve the Israelites and the
resident aliens among them for refuge, so that anyone who kills a person unintentionally may flee

there.
H. Participation in Religious Ritual?
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Shemot 12:43-49
The LORD said to Moses and Aaron: This is the law of the passover offering: No foreigner shall eat
of it. *But any slave a man has bought may eat of it once he has been circumcised. “No bound or
hired laborer shall eat of it. ** It shall be eaten in one house: you shall not take any of the flesh
outside the house; nor shall you break a bone of it. *'The whole community of Israel shall offer it.
®If a stranger who dwells with you would offer the passover to the LORD, all his males must be
circumcised; then he shall be admitted to offer it; he shall then be as a citizen of the country. But no

uncircumcised person may eat of it. *There shall be one law for the citizen and for the stranger who

dwells among you.

I. Inheritance in the Land of Israel?
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Ezekiel 47: 21-23
*"This land you shall divide for yourselves among the tribes of Israel. **You shall allot it as a heritage
for yourselves and for the strangers who reside among you, who have begotten children among you.
You shall treat them as Israelite citizens; they shall receive allotments along with you among the

tribes of Israel. You shall give the stranger an allotment within the tribe where he resides—declares

the Lord GOD.
J. Part of the Covenant?
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Deuteronomy 29:9-12

" You stand this day, all of you, before the LORD your God—your tribal heads, your elders and
your officials, all the men of Israel,

your children, your wives, even the stranger within your camp, from woodchopper to water
drawer—

"'to enter into the covenant of the LORD your God, which the LORD your God is concluding with
you this day, with its sanctions;

"to the end that He may establish you this day as His people and be your God, as He promised you

and as He swore to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
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Devarim 31:10-12

""And Moses instructed them as follows: Every seventh year, the year set for remission, at the Feast
of Booths, '"when all Israel comes to appear before the LORD your God in the place that He will
choose, you shall read this Teaching aloud in the presence of all Israel. *Gather the people—men,
women, children, and the strangers in your communities—that they may hear and so learn to revere

the LORD your God and to observe faithfully every word of this Teaching.
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Yehoshua 8:30-35

YAt that time Joshua built an altar to the LORD, the God of Israel, on Mount Ebal, *'as Moses, the
servant of the LORD, had commanded the Israelites—as is written in the Book of the Teaching of
Moses—an altar of unhewn stone upon which no iron had been wielded. They offered on it burnt
offerings to the LORD, and brought sacrifices of well-being. *?And there, on the stones, he inscribed
a copy of the Teaching that Moses had written for the Israelites. All Israel—stranger and citizen
alike—with their elders, officials, and magistrates, stood on either side of the Ark, facing the levitical
priests who carried the Ark of the LORD’s Covenant. Half of them faced Mount Gerizim and half
of them faced Mount Ebal, as Moses the servant of the LORD had commanded them of old, in

otrder to bless the people of Israel. *After that, he read all the words of the Teaching, the blessing

RRIARY=)-

MECHON HADAR
12




In or Out? Biblical Definitions of the Ger — November 2017
Ethan Tucker — www.hadar.org

and the curse, just as is written in the Book of the Teaching. **There was not a word of all that
Moses had commanded that Joshua failed to read in the presence of the entire assembly of Israel,

including the women and children and the strangers who accompanied them.
K. Religion Unbound?
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Yeshayahu 56:1-8
"Thus said the LORD: Observe what is right and do what is just; For soon My salvation shall come,
And my deliverance be revealed. > Happy is the man who does this, The man who holds fast to it:
Who keeps the sabbath and does not profane it, And stays his hand from doing any evil. * Let not
the foreigner say, Who has attached himself to the LORD, “The LORD will keep me apart from His
people”; And let not the eunuch say, “I am a withered tree.” * For thus said the LORD: “As for the
eunuchs who keep My sabbaths, Who have chosen what I desire And hold fast to My covenant— 1
will give them, in My House And within My walls, A monument and a name Better than sons or
daughters. I will give them an everlasting name Which shall not perish. ° As for the foreigners Who
attach themselves to the LORD, To minister to Him, And to love the name of the LORD, To be
His servants— All who keep the sabbath and do not profane it, And who hold fast to My
covenant— ' I will bring them to My sacred mount And let them rejoice in My house of prayer.
Their burnt offerings and sacrifices Shall be welcome on My altar; For My House shall be called A
house of prayer for all peoples.” ® Thus declares the Lord GOD, Who gathers the dispersed of

Israel: “I will gather still more to those already gathered.”
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