A1)
HADAR

TORAH - AVODAH - HESED

33

Open House or Members Night?
Whom To Invite to the Seder

Rabbi Ethan Tucker - tucker@hadar.org

Jerome L. Stern Pre-Pesah Lecture

I. The Pesah Sacrifice

A. Open Only to Insiders
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Shemot 12

*God said to Moshe and Aharon: This is the law of the Pesah-offering: No foreigner may eat of it...
“If a resident-alien shall reside with you, and he shall make a Pesah-offering to God, he shall
circumcise every male and then he is permitted to draw near to make it; then he will be like the
native born. But any uncircumcised man may not eat of it.
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Mekhilta de-Rabbi Yishmael Bo, Massekhata de-Pisha 15

“No foreigner may eat of it”: This includes both the Jewish apostate and the Gentile, as it says:
“Any foreigner who is of uncircumcised heart or uncircumcised flesh shall not come into my
sanctuary, this is with respect to any foreigner who is in the midst of the Israelites.” (Yehezkel
44:9)
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Sefer HaHinukh #14, Spain, 13th c.

We must not feed the Pesah-offering to a resident alien...

The basis for this mitzvah is...because this sacrifice is a memorial of our freedom and our entrance
into a faithful covenant with God, and therefore it is appropriate that only those complete in that
faith, i.e. bona fide Jews, should take partin it, as opposed to those who have not yet entered into
a complete covenant with us. And the distancing of the uncircumcised from eating the
Pesah-offering is for the same reason.

B. Is Matzah Different?
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Mekhilta de-Rabbi Shimon b. Yohai 12:43

“No foreigner may eat of it”: Why is this verse needed? Doesn’t it already say “But any
uncircumcised man may not eat of it?” Rather, this verse refers to a Jewish apostate who engaged
in foreign worship...” He does not eat of it”—Of it he does not eat, but he eats of matzah and
maror.
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Rambam Korban Pesah 9:8

If an uncircumcised man ate an olive’s worth of the flesh of the Pesah-offering, he violates a
Biblical commandment, as it says: “Any uncircumcised man may not eat of it.” But it is only of it
that he does not eat, but he eats of matzah and maror. So too, itis permitted to feed matzah and
maror to a resident alien and a hired worker.
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Ta’amei HaMitzvot, R. Menahem HaBavli, Eretz Yisrael, 16th c.

That one may not feed the Pesah—offering to a Jewish apostate, as it says: “No foreigner shall
eat..”

*In my youth, | saw pious people who were very careful not to give matzah to Muslims/Arabs on
Pesah, and they would appease them by giving them money.
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Taz OH 167, R. David Halevi, Poland, 17th c.
So too have | seen many who are careful about this on Pesah.
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Kaf HaHayyim OH 166:140, R. Ya’akov Hayyim Sofer, Iraq/Eretz Yisrael, 19th—20th c.

And | heard a terrible story that happened in the days of R. Moshe Hayyim, the grandfather of R.
Yosef Hayyim [the Ben Ish Hai]. A Jew invited a Gentile neighbor over for Pesah and fed him
matzah at his table and then related this to R. Moshe Hayyim. He told the man that he should
beware this man that year, for he might cause him significant damage. Indeed, one day, the Jew
was sitting and the Gentile game with a drawn sword. Only because of a miracle did he manage to
run away.
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Il. Inviting a Gentile for a Yom Tov Meal

A. Yom Tov can only be suspended for internal Jewish needs

TO Q' NINY
AN WK AN DDA NYYITRT NIRINTID D7 N WA WY DIt U2 R0 (iWRID DIt
:DRY NYYLITIY NN UDIT72Y

Shemot 12:16

On the first day [of Pesah], it shall be a proclaimed holy day, and on the seventh day, a proclaimed
holy day shall it be for you. No labor shall be performed on them, save for that which shall be fed
to each nefesh, that alone shall be performed for you.
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Talmud Bavli Beitzah 21a-b

...R. Akiva says: Even the nefesh of an animal is included. So why did the Torah say “for you?” “For
you” and not for the Gentiles. Why would dogs [and domesticated animals more generally] be
included [among those for whom food can be prepared] while Gentiles would be excluded from
this category? [The permission to cook] encompasses dogs [and domesticated animals] because
you are responsible to feed them, whereas it does not include Gentiles, because you are not
responsible to feed them...

...Said R. Yehoshua b. Levi: One may invite a Gentile over for Shabbat, but one may not invite a
Gentile over for Yom Tov, lest one increase the amount of food one is cooking on their account.
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B. Workarounds and Reconceptualizations to enable Jewish—Gentile interaction on
Yom Tov
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Talmud Bavli Beitzah 21b

When a Gentile would happen upon the homes of Mereimar and Mar Zutra on Yom Tov, they
would say to him: If you are fine with what we have already prepared, great; if not, we cannot go to
any further trouble on your account.
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Rosh, Mo’ed Katan 2, R. Asher b. Yehiel, Germany/Spain, 13th-14th c.

...the Sages only forbade inviting a Gentile whom one wants to honor and therefore increases the
number of dishes on his account. But if a Jew has Gentile servants, they eat with him on Yom Tov.
We have never seen anyone concerned about this. Also, if a Gentile emissary was sent to the Jew,
one may eat with him on Yom Tov.
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Beit Habehirah, Beitzah 21b, R. Menahem Hameiri, Provence, 13th-14th c.

The reason it is forbidden to prepare food for Gentiles on Yom Tov is because this is a forbidden
labor and it fulfills no basic food need, since we are not responsible to feed them, since the default
Gentile referred to in the Talmud is a member of one of the ancient idolatrous faiths...
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Members’ Night Open House in Mandatory Palestine
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Doar Hayom, 4/24/1924, p. 4

Seder Night at the Chief Rabbi’s Home
...The Chief Rabbi, R. Kook, invited to his home Mr. Ronald Storrs, the governor of Jerusalem...

The guests arrived at 8:30 and were welcomed with all due honor by the Chief Rabbi and his
family. The Seder began and the guests were invited to the table...They each received a haggadah
with an English translation. The Rabbi explained to the guests that for the entire duration of the
recitation of the haggadah it would not be possible for him be distracted and to engage in
conversation with them, because such was the evening’s statutory requirement and he begged
their forgiveness.

The guests sat respectfully during the recitation of the haggadah, and from time to time, the
Rabbi offered explanations about the origins of the various customs of the Seder along with other
details about the Seder traditions.

During the meal, there was friendly conversation between the Rabbi, his family and the guests.

At 11, after the meal was finished and it was time to depart, the Rabbi got up and gave a
somewhat lengthy speech...The Rabbi explained to the guests that the essence of this historic
event, a special moment of freedom for the Jewish people and its exodus from Egypt, was at the
same time the most significant event in the history of humanity writ large. On account of the
abundant light that came into the world when Israel and its Torah appeared, the great wellspring
of general human culture began to flow forth, and the most enlightened portion of humanity had
already begun to draw inspiration from it. We are certain, he said, that this influence will continue
to grow and expand, ultimately being victorious over all destructive forces impeding it.
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And since it is the case that, among all the enlightened nations who have recognized the great
value of the Biblical light—which is entirely anchored in the manifestation of the Divine Presence
through this evening’s unique event of the Exodus—the British people have a particularly heartfelt
and intense connection to it, | consider it an immense pleasure and honor that sons of the British
people are sitting at my table in the holy city of Jerusalem on this significant evening.

The guests received the speech with great joy and sustained and uproarious applause.
Afterwards, Mr. Storrs got up and answered with a speech of his own, which began with gratitude
to the Rabbi and his family on behalf of himself and his guests for the honor that had been
bestowed upon them. He said that this event—to sit at the table of the Chief Rabbi in Jerusalem
on the night of the Seder was, for them as well, a historic event that they would long remember.
And that the lofty words they had heard from the Chief Rabbi with respect to the substance of this
evening stirred up intense feelings of honor and that we are all united with the anticipation that
“The Law will go forth from Zion and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem” with the purpose of
advancing all of mankind.
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IV. Telling the Story In the First Person
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Mishnah Pesahim 10
According to the knowledge of the child, so the parent instructs...expounding from “My father was
a wandering Aramean” until the end of the section.
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Devarim 26:5-9
*You shall then recite as follows before the LORD your God: “My father was a fugitive Aramean. He
went down to Egypt with meager numbers and sojourned there; but there he became a great and
very populous nation. °The Egyptians dealt harshly with us and oppressed us; they imposed heavy
labor upon us. "We cried to the LORD, the God of our fathers, and the LORD heard our plea and
saw our plight, our misery, and our oppression. ®The LORD freed us from Egypt by a mighty hand,
by an outstretched arm and awesome power, and by signs and portents. He brought us to this
place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey.
10T
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Devarim 6:20-25
When, in time to come, your children ask you, “What mean the decrees, laws, and rules that the
LORD our God has enjoined upon you?” *!you shall say to your children, “We were slaves to
Pharaoh in Egypt and the LORD freed us from Egypt with a mighty hand. *The LORD wrought
before our eyes marvelous and destructive signs and portents in Egypt, against Pharaoh and all
his household; **and us He freed from there, that He might take us and give us the land that He
had promised on oath to our fathers. **Then the LORD commanded us to observe all these laws,
to revere the LORD our God, for our lasting good and for our survival, as is now the case. It will
be therefore to our merit before the LORD our God to observe faithfully this whole Instruction, as
He has commanded us.”
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