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I. Introduction

e Welcome; Format of the Evening

e Dealing with uncertainty; Ya’akov as a model; 14 missing years—spent in study and
reconnection to ancient learning
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“He ran into that place—he tried to pass, but the whole world
became like a wall in front of him.”

e Fourguiding principles

1. Covenant. God’s covenant with the Jewish people is eternal and the Jewish
people and its Torah are meant to be a permanent presence in history.

2. Land. The Jewish people have forged an eternal connection with the land of
Israel, and a combination of history and religious imperative privilege that land as
the center of the Jewish world in the real time of history, not justin an imagined
era beyond history.

3. Power. Jews are ideally meant to hold power in that land in a way that enables
them, as a majority, to shape their own destiny and the society in which they live;
without this power, Jewish life is incomplete.

4. Responsibility. Jewish power is bound up with Jewish responsibility, for all
those who live under Jewish rule, and Jewish power is always bound up with the
threat of exile and a return to powerlessness if we fail in our obligation to create an
ideal society that is fair to all.
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1l. Covenant
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e A promise to be a nation and a charge to be holy; is it eternal?
e Many indications that it might not be
e Rabbinic Judaism: the Jewish people are eternal
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o Risks: Antisemitism

1. Land
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e A promise to inherit the land and a charge to keep mitzvot there; does it survive exile?
e The Torah seems to predict a return from exile
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Perhaps this is in a distant messianic future; life in the present is diasporic
Counter traditions that assert ongoing relevance for the land and see a full restoration
in the time of Ezra and Nehemiah

e |[sthere athird return?
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Contentious questions, tussled over until today
e Risks: Danger, Metaphorization and Alienation

V. Power
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A promise to produce kings; limited blessing or enduring mandate?
Grounds for abjuring power and favoring divine anarchism
Real time, sovereignty-positive attitudes; anchors in prayer and liturgy
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e Thedignity of power
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e Risks: Loss of dignity, human agency, and real human lives
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V. Responsibility
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A charge to be agents of justice of fairness

Jewish power never comes without accountability; the threat of exile
Yearning for immunity from accountability is old and heretical
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Jewish power never comes without responsibility; undoing the perversions of Egypt

e The desire to walk away from sovereignty; displacement and diminishment preferable

to a world of pain on Israel’s account
e An alternative: embrace sovereignty but refuse to sanitize it
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Talmud Bavli Sanhedrin 98b
Rav Yosef said: Let the messiah come! And may | merit to sit in the
shade of his donkey’s dung.

vI. Conclusion
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