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We Begin Again:
Rebuilding from the Ruins

Rabbi Avi Strausberg - strausberg@hadar.org

Genesis 7:17-23; Genesis 8:16-17

The Flood continued forty days on the earth,
and the waters increased and raised the ark
so that it rose above the earth. The waters
swelled and increased greatly upon the
earth, and the ark drifted upon the waters.
When the waters had swelled much more
upon the earth, all the highest mountains
everywhere under the sky were covered.
Fifteen cubits higher did the waters swell, as
the mountains were covered.

And all flesh that stirred on earth
perished—birds, cattle, beasts, and all the
things that swarmed upon the earth, and all
mankind. Allin whose nostrils was the
merest breath of life, all that was on dry
land, died. All existence on earth was
blotted out—man, cattle, creeping things,
and birds of the sky; they were blotted out
from the earth. Only Noah was left, and
those with him in the ark...

God spoke to Noah, saying, “Come out of the
ark, together with your wife, your sons, and
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your sons’ wives. Bring out with you every
living thing of all flesh that is with you: birds,
animals, and everything that creeps on
earth; and let them swarm on the earth and
be fertile and increase on earth.”
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Beresheit Rabba 3:7

Rabbi Judah bar Simon said: it does not say,
“It was evening,” but “And it was evening.”
Hence we derive that there was a
time-system prior to this. Rabbi Abbahu
said: This teaches us that God created
worlds and destroyed them, saying, “This
one pleases me; those did not please me.”
Rabbi Pinhas said, Rabbi Abbahu derives
this from the verse, “And God saw all that
God had made, and behold it was very
good,” as if to say, “This one pleases me,
those others did not please me.”

JIN2 2D 'R 2 'Y ,[IN'0 72 NTIN! 12D X
127 D77 DYINT ATO NIDY XN 2 ' RTIN
Nin?iy Xia 1Y ™70 102ax ' My
710 T MY IR DR KAY TV, 200
22T AMYL ONID A0 N .17 1D K7 |inn!
UK 72 NX n'n‘7§ N1 (K7 R M'URND) 02N
["30 N7 [inD: 17 10 7T, TR 210 M1 Ny
Y

Rabbi Natan Tzvi Finkel, Ohr HaTzafun, excerpts p. 71-73

And so here, it’s found that the world was
created only out of the ruins, in that God
created world after world and said about
them, “these do not please me,” and
destroyed them, God then created this
world and said, “this one pleases me,” and
established it. We are forced to say that also
in the destruction of the worlds, there is
great wisdom, and from this wisdom,
emerged the world that exists. As the Torah
writes about this, “The Lord founded the
earth by wisdom” (Proverbs 3). However,
this is not really destruction at all, rather it is
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the way of wisdom that through the
different attempts to build worlds and their
destruction that the foundation is
established upon which the world is based.
And this is similar to “l would’ve said,” and
coming to a conclusion with words of Torah,
because in the words “l would’ve said,”
there is wisdom and death, and the
conclusion only comes through the back
and forth that is contained in “l would’ve
said.”

The Holy One created man in God’s image,
b’tzelem elokim (the divine image), so that a
person wouldn’t be forced to uphold the
commandment of God as with all other
creatures, rather implanted within him was
the power of free will that he could actin
the world according to his desire, and in his
hand, was the ability to destroy and create.
And we find that in the same way that God
comes to wisdom in the founding of the
world, through the creation and destruction
of 974 worlds, so too man comes to the
wisdom of creation and the building of the
world through destruction, as we said, this is
is similar to the idea of “l would’ve said” and
coming to a conclusion, and all of this is only
the development and the deepening of
wisdom. And this is the essence of what it
means for the likeness of a person to be
created in the likeness of the Holy One and
in this wisdom, man rises above the angels
that were not created in God’s likeness...
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Rather this is as we said, that this is the way
of the world, that the Holy One builds worlds
and destroys them, and from amongst the
ruins, a new world is established, even
higher and more exalted than the prior
world. And this is the greatness of man who
is created in the image of God. Because
human beings also have the power to go
from bad to good and from destruction of
the world to the repair of the world, after all
of the great fallings, she is exalted again and
raised higher, raising all of the world with
her.
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When we look at the events of the world, we
see that every development of the
generations and all spiritual advancement
came after a fall and debasement, meaning
the building of the worlds comes out of the
destruction of worlds...

And from here, we will understand that that
one should not be amazed that redemption
will come and the days of the Messiah after

the great fallings during the times of all the

generations...

“This is the record of Adam’s line.—When
God created man, God made him in the
likeness of God.” (Genesis 5:1). From the
fact that man was created in the image of
God in the sense that she builds worlds and
destroys them, and also has the ability to
decide whether or not to build or destroy,
the generations of man progress, going from
periods of destruction to periods of building,
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from impurity to purity, from falling to rising
up. From here, Noah arises from amongst
the generation of the flood, Abraham from
the generation of division (the generation of
the flood), the generation that received the
Torah from the generation immersed in the
impurity of Egypt and so on.
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Adrienne Rich, “All I Cannot Save” from The Dream of a Common Language, p. 67

My heart is moved by all | cannot save
So much has been destroyed

| have to cast my lot with those, who, age after age,

Perversely, with no extraordinary
Power, reconstitute the world.
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