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1. Numbers 5:11-31

(11) The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: (12) Speak to the
Israelite people and say to them: If any man’s wife has
gone astray and broken faith with him (13) in that a man
has had carnal relations with her unbeknown to her
husband, and she keeps secret the fact that she has
defiled herself without being forced, and there is no
witness against her— (14) but a fit of jealousy comes over
him and he is wrought up about the wife who has defiled
herself; or if a fit of jealousy comes over one and he is
wrought up about his wife although she has not defiled
herself— (15) the man shall bring his wife to the priest.
And he shall bring as an offering for her one-tenth of an
ephah of barley flour. No oil shall be poured upon it and
no frankincense shall be laid on it, for it is a meal offering
of jealousy, a meal offering of remembrance which
recalls wrongdoing.

(16) The priest shall bring her forward and have her stand
before the LORD. (17) The priest shall take sacral water in
an earthen vessel and, taking some of the earth that is on
the floor of the Tabernacle, the priest shall put it into the
water. (18) After he has made the woman stand before
the LORD, the priest shall bare the woman’s head and
place upon her hands the meal offering of remembrance,
which is a meal offering of jealousy. And in the priest’s
hands shall be the water of bitterness that induces the
spell.
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(19) The priest shall adjure the woman, saying to her, “If
no man has lain with you, if you have not gone astray in
defilement while married to your husband, be immune to
harm from this water of bitterness that induces the spell.
(20) But if you have gone astray while married to your
husband and have defiled yourself, if a man other than
your husband has had carnal relations with you”— (21)
here the priest shall administer the curse of adjuration to
the woman, as the priest goes on to say to the
woman—“may the LORD make you a curse and an
imprecation among your people, as the LORD causes
your thigh to sag and your belly to distend; (22) may this
water that induces the spell enter your body, causing the
belly to distend and the thigh to sag.” And the woman
shall say, “Amen, amen!”

(23) The priest shall put these curses down in writing and
rub it off into the water of bitterness. (24) He is to make
the woman drink the water of bitterness that induces the
spell, so that the spell-inducing water may enter into her
to bring on bitterness. (25) Then the priest shall take
from the woman’s hand the meal offering of jealousy,
elevate the meal offering before the LORD, and present it
on the altar. (26) The priest shall scoop out of the meal
offering a token part of it and turn it into smoke on the
altar. Last, he shall make the woman drink the water. (27)
Once he has made her drink the water—if she has defiled
herself by breaking faith with her husband, the
spell-inducing water shall enter into her to bring on
bitterness, so that her belly shall distend and her thigh
shall sag; and the woman shall become a curse among
her people. (28) But if the woman has not defiled herself
and is pure, she shall be unharmed and able to retain
seed.

(29) This is the ritual in cases of jealousy, when a woman
goes astray while married to her husband and defiles
herself, (30) or when a fit of jealousy comes over a man
and he is wrought up over his wife: the woman shall be
made to stand before the LORD and the priest shall carry
out all this ritual with her. (31) The man shall be clear of
guilt; but that woman shall suffer for her guilt.
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2. Mishnah Sotah 1:1, 3-7

With regard to one who issues a warning to his wife, Rabbi
Eliezer says: He issues a warning to her based on, i.e., in the
presence of, two. And the husband gives the bitter water to her
to drink based on the testimony of one witness who saw the
seclusion, or even based on his own testimony. Rabbi Yehoshua
says: He both issues a warning to her based on two witnesses
and gives the bitter water to her to drink based on the
testimony of two witnesses.

What does her husband do with her? He brings her to the court
that is found in that location, and the court provides him with
two Torah scholars to accompany him, lest he engage in sexual
intercourse with her on the way. Rabbi Yehuda says: Her
husband is trusted with regard to her.

They would bring her up to the Sanhedrin that was in
Jerusalem, and the judges would threaten her. And this was
done in the manner that they would threaten witnesses
testifying in cases of capital law. And additionally, the judge
would say to her: My daughter, wine causes a great deal of
immoral behavior, levity causes a great deal of immoral
behavior, immaturity causes a great deal of immoral behavior,
and bad neighbors cause a great deal of immoral behavior. The
judge then continues: Act for the sake of God’s great name, so
that God’s name, which is written in sanctity, shall not be
erased on the water. And additionally, the judge says in her
presence matters that are not worthy of being heard by her and
all her father’s family.

If after the judge’s warning she says: | am defiled, she writes a
receipt for her marriage contract. And she is then divorced from
her husband. But if after the warning she maintains her
innocence and says: | am pure, they bring her up to the Eastern
Gate, which is at the opening of the Gate of Nicanor, because
three rites were performed there: They give the sota women the
bitter water to drink, and they purify women who have given
birth (see Leviticus 12:6-8), and they purify the lepers (see
Leviticus 14:10-20). And the priest grabs hold of her clothing. If
the clothes are torn, so they are torn; if the stitches come apart,
so they come apart. And he pulls her clothing until he reveals
her heart, i.e., her chest. And then he unbraids her hair. Rabbi
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Yehuda says: If her heart was attractive he would not reveal it,
and if her hair was attractive he would not unbraid it.

If she was dressed in white garments, he would now cover her
with black garments. If she was wearing gold adornments, or
chokers [katliyot], or nose rings, or finger rings, they removed
them from her in order to render her unattractive. And
afterward the priest would bring an Egyptian rope, and he
would tie it above her breasts. And anyone who desires to
watch her may come to watch, except for her slaves and
maidservants, because her heart is emboldened by them. And
all of the women are permitted to watch her, as it is stated:
“Thus will | cause lewdness to cease out of the land, that all
women may be taught not to do after your lewdness” (Ezekiel
23:48).

With the measure that a person measures, he is measured with
it. She, adorned herself to violate a transgression, the
Omnipresent therefore decreed that she be rendered
unattractive; she exposed herself for the purpose of violating a
transgression, so the Omnipresent therefore decreed that her
body be exposed publicly; she began her transgression with her
thigh and afterward with her stomach, therefore the thigh is
smitten first and then the stomach, and the rest of all her body
does not escape punishment.
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3. Bavli Sotah 2a-3a

The mishna states: One who issues a warning to his wife. One
issues a warning, the tanna indicates that after the fact, yes, but
ideally, no, one should not issue a warning to his wife at all ab
initio. Apparently, the tanna of our mishna holds that it is
prohibited to issue a warning.

Rav Shmuel bar Rav Yitzhak says: When Reish Lakish would
introduce his discussion of the Torah passage of sota he would say
this: Heaven matches a woman to a man only according to his
actions, as it is stated: “For the rod of wickedness shall not rest
upon the lot of the righteous.” (Psalms 125:3)

Reish Lakish says: What is the meaning of the term: Warning
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[kinnui]? It means a matter that causes anger [kina] between
her and others. Apparently, he holds that a warning is effective
based on the husband’s own testimony, and therefore everyone
else will not know that her husband issued a warning to her,
and they will say: What is this matter happening before us that
she separates herself from us, and they will come to act in anger
with her.

And Rav Yeimar bar Rabbi Shelemya says in the name of Abaye:
The term kinnui means a matter that causes anger between him
and her. Apparently, he holds that a warning is effective based
on the testimony of two witnesses. And since there are two
witnesses, everyone knows that he issued a warning to her. And
the husband is he who will come to act in anger with her.

Apparently, both Reish Lakish and Rav Yeimar bar Rabbi Shelemya
hold that it is prohibited to issue a warning. Both are of the
opinion that the word kinnui is a term for anger. Since causing
anger is a negative trait, it follows that it is prohibited to issue a
warning.

Itis taught in a baraita that Rabbi Meir would say: A person
commits a transgression in private and the Holy One, proclaims
about him openly, i.e., in public, that he transgressed, as it is
stated concerning a sota, who transgressed in private: “The spirit
of jealousy came [avar] upon him” (Numbers 5:14); and the term
avira means nothing other than a term of proclamation, as it is
stated: “And Moses gave the commandment, and they caused it
to be proclaimed [vaya’aviru] throughout the camp” (Exodus
36:6)

The school of Rabbi Yishmael taught: A man issues a warning to
his wife only if a spirit entered him, as it is stated: “And the
spirit of jealousy came upon him, and he warned his wife”
(Numbers 5:14). The Gemara asks: Of what spirit does Rabbi
Yishmael speak?

The Rabbis say: A spirit of impurity, as one should not issue a
warning to one’s wife. Rav Ashi says: A spirit of purity, as issu-ing
a warning indicates that he will not tolerate promiscuous behavior.

The Gemara comments: And it stands to reason like the one who
says that Rabbi Yishmael was speaking of a spirit of purity, as it is
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taught in a baraita: “And he warned his wife,” i.e., the issuing of
the warning, is optional; this is the statement of Rabbi Yishmael.
Rabbi Akiva says: It is mandatory. The Gemara explains:
Granted, if you say that Rabbi Yishmael was speaking of a spirit of
purity, then it is well, as it may be optional, or even mandatory, to
issue a warning. But if you say that he was speaking of a spirit of
impurity, can it be optional or mandatory for a person to
introduce a spirit of impurity into himself?

“And he warned his wife,” the warning is optional; this is the
statement of Rabbi Yishmael. Rabbi Akiva says: It is mandatory.

What is the reason of Rabbi Yishmael? He holds in accordance
with the statement of this tanna, as it is taught in a baraita:
Rabbi Eliezer ben Ya’akov says: With regard to that which the
Torah said: “You shall not hate your brother in your heart”
(Leviticus 19:17), one might have thought that this prohibition
applies in a case such as this one. Therefore, the verse states:
“And the spirit of jealousy came upon him, and he warned his
wife” (Numbers 5:14).

And how does Rabbi Akiva derive that it is mandatory? The
Gemara answers: There is another warning written in the same
verse, as the entire verse reads: “And the spirit of jealousy came
upon him, and he warned his wife, and she be defiled; or if the
spirit of jealousy came upon him, and he warned his wife, and she
be not defiled.” Therefore, the first half of the verse teaches that it
is permitted to issue a warning, and the second half teaches that it
is in fact mandatory.
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4, Mishnah Sotah 9:9

From the time when adulterers proliferated, the
performance of the ritual of the bitter waters was
nullified; they would not administer the bitter waters
to the sota. And it was Rabbi Yohanan ben Zakkai who
nullified it, as it is stated: “I will not punish your
daughters when they commit harlotry, nor your
daughters-in-law when they commit adultery; for
they consort with lewd women” (Hosea 4:14), meaning
that when the husbands are adulterers, the wives are
not punished for their own adultery.
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