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Exodus 15:1-2 שמות ט״ו:א׳-ב׳

(1) Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the
LORD. They said: I will sing to the LORD, for He has
triumphed gloriously; Horse and driver He has hurled into
the sea. (2) The LORD is my strength and might; He is
become my deliverance. This is my God and I will enshrine
Him; The God of my father, and I will exalt Him.

ה ל אֶת־הַשִּׁירָ֤ י ישְִׂרָאֵ֜ יר־משֶֹׁה֩ וּבְנֵ֨ ז ישִָֽׁ )א( אָ֣
ַֽיהוהָ֙ ירָה ל ר אָשִׁ֤ ֹ֑ ה ויַּאֹמְר֖וּ לֵאמ יהוָ֔ הַזּאֹת֙ לַֽ
י ה בַיָּםֽ׃ )ב( עָזִּ֤ ה ס֥וּס ורְכְֹב֖וֹ רָמָ֥ ה גָּאָ֔ ֹ֣ כִּיֽ־גָא
הוּ ֵ֔ ה אֵלִי֙ ואְַנוְ ה זֶ֤ י לִֽישׁוּעָ֑ הּ וַיֽהְִי־לִ֖ וזְִמְרָת֙ יָ֔

נהְוּ׃ י ואֲַרמְֹמֶֽ י אָבִ֖ אֱלֹהֵ֥

Exodus 15:20-21 שמות ט״ו:כ׳-כ״א

(20) Then Miriam the prophetess, Aaron’s sister, took a
timbrel in her hand, and all the women went out after her in
dance with timbrels. (21) And Miriam chanted for them: Sing
to the LORD, for He has triumphed gloriously; Horse and
driver He has hurled into the sea.

ן ֹ֛ ה אֲח֧וֹת אַהֲר ם הַנּבְִיאָ֜ )כ( ותִַּקַּח֩ מִרְיָ֨
יהָ ָ כָלֽ־הַנּשִָׁים֙ אַחֲרֶ֔ אן הּ ותֵַּצֶ֤ ף בְּידָָ֑ ֹ֖ אֶת־הַתּ
ם מִרְיָ֑ם עַן לָהֶ֖ ים וּבִמְחלֹֹֽת׃ )כא( ותַַּ֥ בְּתֻפִּ֖

ה ה ס֥וּס ורְכְֹב֖וֹ רָמָ֥ ה גָּאָ֔ ֹ֣ ירוּ לַֽיהוהָ֙ כִּיֽ־גָא שִׁ֤
בַיָּםֽ׃ )ס(

● What is the role of singing in this scene?
● Where do we see power, and where do we see powerlessness? Does music play a role in the

expression of power and powerlessness?
● Are there other moments in the Jewish/human story that come to mind when considering the

dynamics of power and powerlessness as expressed in the above texts?

Psalms 137:1-6 תהילים קל״ז:א׳-ו׳

(1) By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat, sat and wept,
as we thought of Zion. (2) There on the poplars we hung
up our lyres, (3) for our captors asked us there for songs,
our tormentors, for amusement, “Sing us one of the
songs of Zion.” (4) How can we sing a song of the LORD
on alien soil? (5) If I forget you, O Jerusalem, let my right
hand wither; (6) let my tongue stick to my palate if I

ינוּ שַׁבְנוּ גַּם־בָּכִ֑ ם יָ֭ ל שָׁ֣ ל נהֲַר֨וֹת ׀ בָּבֶ֗ )א( עַ֥
ינוּ לִ֗ הּ תָּ֝ ים בְּתוֹכָ֑ נוּ אֶת־צִיּוֹֽן׃ )ב( עַֽל־עֲרָבִ֥ זָכְרֵ֗ בְּ֝
יר ינוּ דִּבְרֵי־שִׁ֭ אֵל֪וּנוּ שׁוֹבֵ֡ ם שְֽׁ י שָׁ֨ ינוּ׃ )ג( כִּ֤ כִּנּרֹוֹתֵֽ
יךְ יר צִיּוֹֽן׃ )ד( אֵ֗ נוּ מִשִּׁ֥ ֗ ירוּ לָ֝ ה שִׁ֥ ינוּ שִׂמְחָ֑ ותְוֹלָלֵ֣

ת נכֵָרֽ׃ )ה( ל אַדְמַ֥ ֗ יר אֶת־שִׁיר־יהְוָ֑ה עַ֝ נשִָׁ֥
ִֽי׃ )ו( ח ימְִינ ם תִּשְׁכַּ֥ ךְ יְרֽוּשָׁלִָ֗ אִֽם־אֶשְׁכָּחֵ֥

כִי אִם־לֹ֣א זְכְּרֵ֥ י ׀ לְחִכִּי֮ אִם־לֹ֪א אֶ֫ ק־לְשׁוֹנִ֨ תִּדְבַּ֥
י׃ ִֽ אשׁ שִׂמְחָת ֹ֣ ל ר ֗ ם עַ֝ עֲלֶה אֶת־ירְוּשָׁלִַ֑ אַ֭
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cease to think of you, if I do not keep Jerusalem in
memory even at my happiest hour.

● What is the role of singing in this scene?
● Where do we see power, and where do we see powerlessness? Does music play a role in the

expression of power and powerlessness?
● Are there other moments in the Jewish/human story that come to mind when considering the

dynamics of power and powerlessness as expressed in the above text?
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