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Exodus 15:1-2
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(1) Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the
LORD. They said: | will sing to the LORD, for He has
triumphed gloriously; Horse and driver He has hurled into
the sea. (2) The LORD is my strength and might; He is
become my deliverance. This is my God and | will enshrine
Him; The God of my father, and I will exalt Him.
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Exodus 15:20-21
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(20) Then Miriam the prophetess, Aaron’s sister, took a
timbrel in her hand, and all the women went out after her in
dance with timbrels. (21) And Miriam chanted for them: Sing
to the LORD, for He has triumphed gloriously; Horse and
driver He has hurled into the sea.
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e Whatis the role of singing in this scene?

e Where do we see power, and where do we see powerlessness? Does music play a role in the

expression of power and powerlessness?

e Are there other moments in the Jewish/human story that come to mind when considering the
dynamics of power and powerlessness as expressed in the above texts?

Psalms 137:1-6

1-N TP 0N

(1) By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat, sat and wept,
as we thought of Zion. (2) There on the poplars we hung
up our lyres, (3) for our captors asked us there for songs,
our tormentors, for amusement, “Sing us one of the
songs of Zion.” (4) How can we sing a song of the LORD
on alien soil? (5) If | forget you, O Jerusalem, let my right
hand wither; (6) let my tongue stick to my palate if |
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cease to think of you, if | do not keep Jerusalem in
memory even at my happiest hour.

e Whatis the role of singing in this scene?

e IWhere do we see power, and where do we see powerlessness? Does music play a role in the
expression of power and powerlessness?

e Are there other moments in the Jewish/human story that come to mind when considering the
dynamics of power and powerlessness as expressed in the above text?
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