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Purity and Integrity:
When it is Very Bad to be a Little Good
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Mishnat R’ Eliezer
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The Torah of Hashem is perfect (Tehillim 19:8). And when
is it perfect? When a person learns and does. Because
whoever learns and does not do profanes God’s name. For it
is a mitzvah not to lend with interest, and he lends with
interest, not to steal, and he steals, not to cause to pass, and
he passes. And so it says, the wisdom of the poor is
disgraced (Kohelet 9:16). And were R’ Akiva and his
colleagues wealthy?! Rather this is one who is poor in
deeds, for he learns and doesn’t do. Therefore the Aron was
covered in gold inside and out to tell you that Torah
scholars need to have their insides match their outsides. If
so, why does there need to be wood inside? If it weren’t for
the wood, there would be no structure for the gold.
Similarly, if it were not for the Yetzer Hara, there would be
no structure to the Tzaddik.

N'D 'R .anmn M naan X' T

N7 DY .nwIVI TN DTXYD ,NN'N
,OUN DX 770N AT N, NI 1RI
NI XINE,NNA NN XY nixny
X7w 712 NN I X7 ,nrana
NNDNI MIX XIN D1 .02 KINE,vnY
IM1AN1 DAY Y 21 .ANTA ponn
,D'UYN] DONN AT X7 .I'N D'WY
[INMXRN 297 .AYIY 11'RI TN7 RINY

17 'ni? ,yinni N'an ant noxn

.N2D DIN XN'Y X 0'DN TN
YYD 717X .YXNNRA NYIY YYD NN, [0 DX
N7 VN X 17K )0 ,20T7 'R N KT
X7 XD NN

VaYikra Rabbah 35:7
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R’ Yohanan said—one who learns in order not to do—it would
have been better for his placenta to have covered his face and
he not have emerged into the air of the world.
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R. Hayyim ibn Attar (1696-1743, Morocco)
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He said: When you help the Hebrews give birth and you
see on the birthing stool, if it is a male and you will kill
him and if it is a female she should live (Shemot 1:16). It
needs to be known—what was the purpose of this proof? He
should have just said, “If it is a male, kill it.” And further
according to the words of our teachers who said: He gave
them a sign. A male will be facing down and a female will be
facing up. | didn’t know why these signs were necessary.
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Also, it needs to be known why Pharaoh didn’t decree
against all of them. It can’t be believed that he did this
through his attribute of mercy so that there would be some
remnant in the land—for his root is a root of cruelty. Further
itis difficult that he said and you should kill him, with an
added vav when there was no act before the matter. Further,
why did he have to say “If it is a girl she will live.” Since
Pharaoh only decreed against the males, obviously the
midwives wouldn’t try to “uproot everyone.”

Indeed this evil man acted cleverly so that his plan would be
successful because what woman would make herself
available to a midwife who will kill her children?! Therefore
he acted cleverly and said that they should behave in this
way and act in secret so that the birthing mothers wouldn’t
sense what was happening. For before the sex of the baby
was known, the midwives would see from the birthing stool.
If it was a boy, they would kill him and say that he was born
dead. And they wouldn’t wait until he came out crying,
rather when they were on the birthing stool, before he
emerged into the world, they would see if it was male. And
how did they know this? That’s what the Rabbis were
referring to when they said that he gave them a sign. And
that’s why it says and you should kill, with a vav. Because
the first command was to determine if it was male before it
emerged into the world and make noise and the second was
you should kill him as he emerges from his mother’s belly.
And it says, if it’s a female because he was also being
intentional in this so that through this the birthing mothers
wouldn’t notice. Since they would see that occasionally their
children would remain alive and they wouldn’t mistrust the
midwives since they were only killing the males and not the
females. And it’s possible that he never told them that they
had a male baby, rather they would just say that it was born
dead and in that way it would negate the suspicion.
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R. Shlomo Ephraim Luntschitz (1550-1619, Prague)
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You should not have in your pocket a stone and a stone, big
and small. One has to examine if the explanation is: larger than
is appropriate and smaller than appropriate and they are both
false. He weighs for himself with the heavier weight and for
others with the lighter. If this is correct—why does it say you
should have a complete and honest weight. For complete
definitely refers to the one that is smaller which you need to
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complete the weight of and why didn’t it say anything against
the big weight?! So it must be that the term honest refers to the
heavy, dishonest weight. But this is difficult since honest
would be the opposite of both, so why do | need to say
complete?! So it must be that the heavy one is properly
measured and the small one is lighter than usual. So when it
says a complete and honest weight the whole phrase must
refer to the small one... So it must be redundant and it means
that you should have a complete weight that is not missing,
that you shouldn’t cause your friend to lose anything. And not
only that you shouldn’t cause him to lose, but you should do
justice, justice and give him more than is coming to him. If so,
then the heavy weight is an honest one. So why does it say that
there shouldn’t be a heavy weight in your pocket? Why not
have an honest weight? And further, when it says that those
who do these are detestable to God, all who do
injustice—why does it need two? And all who do injustice
makes it sound like anyone who does either of these is doing
injustice. And this needs to be understood.

The explanation of this matter is along the lines of what
Shlomo said in Sefer Mishlei, 'n mayin no'x1 N9'X JaNI [AX a
weight and a weight, a measure and a measure are alike
both detested by HaShem. If they are both false, then why
does the verse say “they are alike both detested” for from
where would it come to distinguish between them? What, then,
is the function of the term “alike?” Rather it must be that the
verse is speaking about one which is false and one which is
true. And it indicates that even the honest one is called
detested because it is the honest weight which causes him to
weigh with the false one. For if he did not have the honest
weight he would be afraid to weigh for everyone with the small,
false one—for when all of the customers get home they will find
that they got a smaller amount and the cry of the many against
him will come to the court saying, “He weighed out less for all
of us!” What could he say? “Maybe it diminished in your
homes?!” Could it be that it will diminish in all of their homes?
That is not realistic. So what does he do? He goes and he
weighs out for some of them using the small, diminished
weight and for some of them with the large, honest weight. And
to those who were weighed out a diminished amount, he can
claim in court, “I have sold to many people.” And he will ask
those to whom he weighed out honestly and they will testify
that they are not lacking anything and they will contradict
those who claim that he weighed out less, and thereby the
Judge will resolve to say that, “It was diminished by you, the
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customers, for if this were not the case why would you differ
from these others who are not lacking anything?” And when
the court sends for his measure, he will send the honest one.
And it turns out that were it not for this honest weight he would
not have been able to sell to all of them with the diminished
one. And behold this is why he holds on to the honest one-in
order to validate his falsehood, therefore even the honest one
is detested... And this is why it says those who do these are
detestable to God Regarding that he weighed with the honest
one since this is also detestable because he only weighs with it
in order to fool the world, all who do injustice that is the false
one, but even though the first one isn’t unjust it is still
detestable. And regarding this Shlomo said, they are alike
both detested—to include the honest one as well.
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The camel because it chews its cud. It should have said,
because it doesn’t have split hooves because that is the
reason for the impurity! Why does it begin with all of them by
mentioning their sign of purity? And the explanation of this
idea is that the sign of purity in each of them adds impurity
onto their impurity like they said about Esau, that he is
compared to a pig. He extends his hooves to show that he is
basically Kosher, but his insides are full of bile and deception.
And this applies to anyone whose inside doesn’t match their
outside like the character of the traitors who show
themselves off as Kosher and they are undoubtedly worse
than the totally evil person whose inside and outside are
equally bad.
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Talmud Bavli Moed Katan 18b
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R’ Reuven the son of Astrobili said—A person is only suspected
in something if he has done it, or if he has not done it entirely
he has done itin part, and if he has not done it in part, he
contemplated doing it, and if he did not contemplate it then he

saw others doing it and was pleased.
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