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I. God’s body in the Bible

1. Benjamin Sommer, The Bodies of God and the World of Ancient Israel, p. 1.

The God of the Hebrew Bible has a body. This must be stated at the outset, because so many

people, including many scholars, assume otherwise. The evidence for this simple thesis is

overwhelming, so much so that asserting the carnal nature of the biblical God should not occasion

surprise.

2. Exodus 24:9-11

’Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and seventy
elders of Israel ascended; "and they saw the God of Israel:
under His feet there was the likeness of a pavement of
sapphire, like the very sky for purity. ''Yet He did not raise
His hand against the leaders of the Israelites; they beheld
God, and they ate and drank.

3. Isaiah 6:1-13

'In the year that King Uzziah died, I beheld my Lord seated
on a high and lofty throne; and the skirts of His robe filled
the Temple. “Seraphs stood in attendance on Him. Each of
them had six wings: with two he covered his face, with two

he covered his legs, and with two he would fly.
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3And one would call to the other, “Holy, holy, holy! wHTR 1RWITR TR FrehN T xR
YHVH of Hosts! His presence fills all the earth!” 97922 7IRTD2 N9 NiN2x P1pY WHTR
“The doorposts would shalke at the sound of the one who n’am R2iP7 Yipn odeg ninx win?
called, and the House kept filling with smoke. I cried, “Woe NARY Y X
is me; I am lost! MATIT IR
For I am a man of unclean lips »>ix Dohoiy-Nnw TR °3
And I live among a people Doty Rpw-ay i
Of unclean lips; PP IR
Yet my own eyes have beheld N2 PIP° TR NN 0D
The King, YHVH of Hosts.” PPV IRY
4. Exodus 23:17 A0 nmw 4
Three times a year all your males shall appear before the 21979 719770 TN MW oopye vy
Sovereign, the Lord. PN 1TIRG
5. Exodus 34:23 3:79 nmw 5
Three times a year all your males shall appear before the MDTNR TIT772 TR W2 2RYe WHY
Sovereign Lord, the God of Israel. ORI ’TbN A
6. Genesis 1:26 19:R NYWNRI3 .6
And God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our NANINTI NR7X DTN APV DR RN
likeness. They shall rule the fish of the sea, the birds of the THIa DB Ay "l ni72 37 7M
sky, the cattle, the whole earth, and all the creeping things that WnAg Winamo21 vIRE ~9a3

creep on earth.” PRIV
7. Genesis 3:8 A nwNRa2 .7
They heard the sound of YHVH God moving about in the 132 72007 o598 PP iR Ay

v

garden at the breezy time of day; and the man and his wife hid 197 AYR) o787 R3I007 21 oY

from YHVH God among the trees of the garden. 137 vy 7in2 008 P
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8. Amos 9:1 N:v oy .8

I saw my Lord standing by the altar, and He said: Strike the T3 N DAIRTTOY 281 CITRNN PR

capitals so that the thresholds quake, and make an end of the W12 by¥y oo9en Wy 103
first of them all. And I will slay the last of them with the B7% 012785 X978 2772 o0 09
sword; not one of them shall escape, and not one of them shall 10799 0777 VIRIRY) O]
survive.

9. Exodus 33:11 R pew .9

YHVH would speak to Moses face to face, as one man speaks X2 219798 0739 Nwh=78 P1p? 137

a)
to another. And he would then return to the camp; but his T3nRaTOR Y MYTOR UK 12T

attendant, Joshua son of Nun, a youth, would not stir out of ~ Jinn W2 Xy 7y v P12 ypine iem

the Tent. bl

I1. God’s body in Hagal

10. Genesis 22:4 7:25 nwN9a .10

On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the  QipRI~NK RN 1PPY-NR 07728 RPN WOw5 ol

place from afar. {risinlal

11. Aggadat Bereishit (Buber) 31 XY 299 (1212) MwN1a nTaR .11

On the third [day] he saw the Shekbinah standing on W oW 012 "W ,772 DT AW AR WHwa
the mountain, as it is said, “On the third day, P72 DIPRT DR R 1PV DR 002K XU

Abraham looked up and saw the place from afar.” (7:25 n°wR12)

12. Bereishit Rabbah (Theodor-Albeck) Toldot 65 70 7wAD (PAYR-T17IRON) 7727 WRA2 .12

Another thing: “[Isaac’s eyes weakened] from seeing” TPYY AYWIAW ORI ANX 701 MR R'T
(Genesis 27:1)—from the strength of the sight, for at the 12 017 1PV 720 PAY DX IR 277X
time Abraham our father bound Isaac, he [Isaac] lifted his 7217 2277 72 [PwWn IMR] 222w 010w
eyes up high and saw the Shekbinah. They made for him V1Y 72m 19w 1Y N9 2700 0w 7717
an analogy: To what is the matter similar? To a king that R ;1?17 792 15¥ 77X1 12MR7W 112 78N

was taking a stroll at the entrance of his palace and lifted TT2 K2R 227N DR Y9797 2R 1T 01X OR
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his eyes and saw the son of his friend peering at him 072K TPYY AYWA T3, MNGN MN0Nw IR
through the window. He said: If I kill him, I will upset VM IV 790 02T 023 DY PR R
my friend; rather, I will decree that his windows be 1277 IR AR X7 7102 WITPT AR LA10WA
sealed. So too at the time that Abraham bound Isaac on IR N RPR O2TIN O7N2R DR POI0N OIN
the altar, he lifted his eyes and saw the Shekbinah. The I3 PAXY IRT 02 0N 7T PV N0

Holy Blessed One said: If I kill him, I will upset
Abraham my friend; rather I will decree that his eyes be
sealed—that is what is said, “When Isaac was old [and his

eyes weakened from seeing.”

13. Sifrei Devarim #355 IR RPOOD 719927 R NP 2927 v .13
...Let me tell you a parable. A AR W 1192717 10K WD PIR PRI 9 12PN, 00PN ININAD
man wanted to see the king’s DOVTY QDR DONNANT AW 1A 02 AR 77912 7120 N7 R a0 10

gloty. They told him to go to the IR Wpan TRW KR 77 1277 722 2wn 775Y77 7120 172 K7

king’s province. He arrived at the FIRTY DID1 MR 7RI ANKRY A1TA? 7212 19K 70 2V 17120 MIRAD
border, and there was a hanging 2127 K21 12 My1ap NIPHIMR MW 213K 71°7A5 7ND Y 0179 119N
over the entrance gate, set with QW 737727 7ND ¥ 0179 11271 K 17 1R 201w TV 11100 PV 10

such brilliant jewels, he fainted at ND101 Y7°K NYDIW T¥ O T°1°Y 1112 1912 XD N123M MW 0%1aR

the sight of them.... DOPMW INIRADY VAR 22 71201 713 AR PV 7712

14. Babylonian Talmud Berakhot 7a .7 MI593 ka3 7nbn .14

Rabbi Yishmael son of Elisha said: One time I entered to set NNR QYD :YWIIR 12 PRYAY 227 R
the incense in the innermost parts [of the Temple| and I saw ,0°1997 199 NMLP VP PN0Id]
Akatriel Yah, YHVH of Hosts, sitting on the high and lofty QWY RITW NIRAX 77777 PROINOR ONORTN
throne. He said to me: Yishmael my son, bless me! Isaid to 12 5Rynw» % R XKW 07 X0 oY
him: Let it be your will that your mercy subdues your rage TI99m 11X O 1% N - 110M
and your mercy waves over your attributes and that you act 7% 7917121301 OV DR AN WY
with your children with the attribute of mercy and bring them DA77 D722 7732 aY A07Inm M
into the confines of the law—and he nodded his head at me. % VIV 177 DWW 00197 079 010M

Thus we learn that even the blessing of an ordinary person
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you should not consider unsetious. N272 RN XYW 17 vawnpY awKRI2
SPYa R v

15. Jerusalem Talmud Yoma 5:2, 42¢ / 2:7 XY (77x17) mbwas 7bn 15
AMvannY
Shimon the Righteous ministered as a High Priest for forty NR PY7X0 NYAY wnw 71w 2°Y2IN

years. In his final year he said to the people: This year I shall TNINRT AW AT A0 R
die. They asked him: How do you know this? He replied: 19 19K N7 IR DRI WA 17 KR
Each year when I entered the Holy of Holies there was an old TIW 7AW 93 377 WK YTV 0K 19°RA
man, wrapped in white garments, who entered together with DOWTPI WP N°22 DI01 MDY T
me and left with me. This year, however, he entered with me 0°12% LYY 0°327 W22 TR P70
but did not leave with me. Y D121 TH 7IW) Y KX Y 0131
Rabbi Abahu was asked: Is it not written: “No man shall be MY RY K
in the Tent of Meeting when he goes in to make atonement in X2 QX 931 2°N3771 172K °27 P 2
the holy place, until he comes out” (Leviticus 16:17), and this 7Y WP 9937 IR TYM PRI T
refers even to angels? To which Rabbi Abahu replied: I must 077°15 NMAT 72 2INW JNIN 129DR INKRY

tell you that Shimon the Righteous was referring to the Holy 11 1% 7R 7917 2782 19777 X2 78 °19

Blessed One. WITPA MR CIR W1 92 717 RrBalahe
[trans. Gordon Tucker] RN T7IN2
[Shemot 33:20 o:3% mnw|
He said: You are not able to see my face for no person IRTNT 02 2197NR NRY? 9230 Y MRA
can see me and live.| [ aIRD
16. Sifra VaYikra, Nedavah 1, chapter 2 N 7RD 772717 K127 X X020 .16
Rabbi Dosa says: This is what he says, “For no person can 2 P75 nonn
see me and live”—in their lives they cannot see but they IR KD 0D MR RIT 077 MR ROIT 020
can see in their deaths. And thus he says, “Before him DRI DR DRI R O7°°12 M OTR
bow all those who descend to dust and whose soul does 771 92 W12 17197 WA KT 197 N2
not live” (Psalm 22:30). Rabbi Akiva says: “For no IR KD 9D MR ¥ 700 KD WO 10y

person can see me and live (va-haz)”—thus the holy hayyor ROD NR MRWIT WIPT N1 AR M DTN

who carry the throne of glory cannot see the glory. Rabbi ~ 1W2W 327 972K 712577 IR NIRID 1K 71257
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Shimon said: I am not one to respond to the words of my 2¥ 7°01M RYX 27 °727 9V 20Wnd IR
teacher but rather one who adds to his words. “For no D°IR77 AR M ORI *IRT KD %D 1127
person can see me and live”—even the angels that live 1712377 DR PRI R DWW O 0w

forever cannot see the glory.
Adam = Ezekiel 1:10; and bay = bayyot.
See Heavenly Torah p. 305.

17. Mekhilta de-Rabbi Yishmael Yitro 2

...We wish to see our King; how can you
compare hearing to seeing? God said to
Moses: Grant them their wish, as it is
written: For on the third day YHVH will
come down in the sight of all the people on

Mt Sinai (Exodus 19:11).

18. Song of Songs Rabbah (Vilna) 3

At Sinai they saw him face-to-face, as it is
said, “YHVH said, ‘He came from Sinai”™’
(Deuteronomy 33:2).

III. Medieval objection to God’s body
19. Babylonian Talmud Kiddushin 49a

2 WD WIMST RNDOM - 1900 HRYRR 9297 Xnbon (17

72 IR, PRWOD RY Wt 2PN NR 2 01 ,0IR 20
YIAWY 11X, 1R ROKR 21907 INRD IwWn? PRIW 1K
TR TN 9D YWD TIAD DN YW 7417 RY ,11997 090
— .7AY 2272 0N VA MavA Wpaw T o 30 0pnn
LSIR1D RN 77 KD 1052 IR NINGD 1R 1R LK"Y
5770 LT ava 0 [wpaw 1 e In apni 9K
2190 977 B apn 5o 1w

A 7wne (R3HM) man 2w w18

'R (€137 0°727) IMRIW 02192 O°19 ININ N 2102
31 X2 °10n

0% PRI a2 7ebn .19

As it is taught [in a baraita]: Rabbi Yehudah says: One - I1NTIXD 210D 23NMDT 2K A70 1 ,8°10M

who translates a verse literally—he is a liar; one who 87 7T 977 - PRV 90 L ORT2 AT 00

adds to it—he is a blasphemer.

20. Tosafot Kiddushin 39a

1973

L% PRSP mpen .20

And Rabbenu Hananel explained, “One who translates a INTIXD PI0D QIINAT WD DRI 102N

verse literally”—such as “They saw the God of Israel” (72 MAW) PRI PTIR DR IR 710
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translated “They saw the God of Israel” (in Aramaic), this is a 777 DRIWOT RAPR N M 23NnT
liar, for the actual Shekhinah they did not see, as it is written, (32 QW) 2°N37 IR R? WnR 71°OWT K72

“For a person cannot see me and live!” And “One who adds KT 199 72011 >M Q7RI 2R KD

to it,” saying “And saw the angel of God,” this is a I 7T 7T RAPKT RIRPP 00T
blasphemer since he hangs the praise of God on an angel! 017 ROR IRYM2 2N maw anw
Rather, this is how we translate: “They saw the glory of the LRIWT RIPRT RPN T Paann
God of Israel.”

21. Rambam Hilkhot Teshuvah 3:7 T:3 73N mob a'ana 21
There are five kinds of heretics: One who says there is no PRW MIRG :0°° 17 2RI 10 Ownn

God and no ruler of the world; one who says that there is a WO IR LA W0 PRI MOR QW
ruler of the world but they are two or more; one who says SPWIRTY N R DI JT 2R I v
that there is one master but he has a body and image; bYaY O R DR TN P2 o v
one who maintains that he was not the sole first being and TWRIT 1727 IORW WAIRT 197,700
creator of all; one who worships a star, planet, or other entity 10?11 517 IR 2213 7237 191,737 N

so that it will serve as an intermediary between him and the %3 21?2197 1127 1°21 1272 790 N1°a% 7

Master of the World—each one of these five is a heretic.. o RIT IR wHnn TR
22. Responsa of Rambam #117 ™R e a'"ane n''w 22
Question: Teach us Your Honor also! What is appropriate MR 771,19 O3 INTT M TORY

(to answer) one who asks a question about Shz’ur Komah? 1s YW 7272 TR 2R M0 L (M)

it like the wotds of the one who said that it was a Karaite RITW MR 1 27272 RIT ORI
work and he transmitted this in the name of Your Honor Qw2 NXRT 1077 ,2°KIPI TR AN
(=Rambam), or is it a deep secret of the Sages that has ,2"T D01 MTI0N 70 K17 IR ,09N0777
within it deep subjects, both natural and supernatural, like ,O°T9R IR 0°°V2A0 ,0ONI8Y D101V 1AW
Rabbenu Hai '/ said in one of the notebooks on questions TR 2T R 11727 MKW 12
on Hagigah. [Let the one who answet’s] reward be doubled 9193 1700 730 NPRWA 230 0N1Pa
from heaven! '

The answer: I never thought that this is one of the books of  ™M2°Mn XV ,02WN NIV K? T2WNT

the Sages 2”7and God forbid that it should be one of these!  .amn 777 MW ,an2 72°2M %" 2700
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It is nothing more than a book of one of the Greek DO PIWITI TR 120 KOR KIT PR
interpreters and nothing else! And the end of it is that this N1T591 DO AT PR L0727 9107 8D 1M
book should be erased and to excise the memory of its D°79R DWY .20 MEn (RIT) 10 101
subject is a great mitzvah. The name of other gods you 12 W o1 71 21991 177010 XD DR
should not mention, and it is written about it that this is one ~ 2n27.790 X?2 2°INK 29K K17 ,7207
who has a measure (=body), this is other gods without N

doubt! So wrote Moshe.

23. Rambam’s Commentary on the Mishnabh, PPI77I0 NooR 2''anaY TRt s .23
Sanhedrin 10:1 N awn s pap
The seventh principle: The prophecy of Moses, our TRARIY LRI 127 TWH DRI YW T
teacher, peace be upon him, and that is that we believe 17197 MTPW QOR32177 90 DV IR RITW
that he was the father of all the prophets that were RITW 1OV 1MAR T PV DY, 1NR 2RI
before him and that arose after him...And about this X .DPIKDNT MYEAR 292 ' Oy 12T
mattet, it is stated about him that he would speak with NININD WIDRY ,R?DIT PV AT IND N2
God, may He be blessed, without an angelic 521 779 DR 719 1R IV IRIARI LTI PI0D
intermediary. My desire was to elucidate this amazing IR N7,V NN T 2107
matter and to open the lock from the verses of the 7MY Q207X TR DPT 19K Q1YY

Torah and to explain the meaning of “Mouth to mouth” 7970 N2 XKW ,0°2WN MATRT 72177
(Numbers 12:8) and the entire verse besides [this phrase] 87127 °19% 2PNV MW Q2IRINT MIREN
about this matter. However, I saw that these matters 7V NPT AN LN 901 WOl IR0 1

would require very many proofs and that we would have TOR2IT VPITIW MTIXT DY 275 o

needed many propositions and introductions and 27377 I3 Da%anc] oKD K120
parables, and that we first elucidate the existence of 1729 737 7°IV7 P9DD RDY, [0 ;v o
angels and the difference in their level from the Creator, 1971,2°97 IR MXPT N°70N TXPR 199DK)
God—may He be blessed—and that we elucidate the MW7 "7IR°2 7902 W MIPA? 1IN
[nature of the] soul and all of its powers. And the circle NPRNAY X127 9902 IR ,12 NIVATY
would need to be widened to the point that we TOR W17°H2 12NRY 715D X ,11217
would speak about the forms that the prophets K21 91277 RI2? ROK 120K AW ..MT0°T

spoke about concerning the Creator and His angels. 777271 750> 1K K1 922 7712712 ¥R

And we would speak about Shi’ur Komah and its PR WUR 7270 TWRD 0°19 PR 019 7w O
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concepts. And a hundred pages would not suffice just
for this matter—and even if it was greatly shortened.
And therefore I will leave it for its place, whether in the
book of homilies that I have projected to write or in the
books of prophecy that I am involved with or in the
book that I will write to elucidate these principles.
....But Moshe, peace be upon him—was not like this;
since the [divine] word would come upon him and fear
and trembling would not come upon him in any way; as
it is stated (Exodus 33:11), “And the Lord would speak
to Moshe, face to face, as a man would speak to his
fellow””; which is to say, just like the speech of his friend
does not cause trembling to a person, so [too] was
Moshe, peace be upon him, that he would not tremble

from the [divine] word, and even though he was face to

face. And this is because of the strength of his intellect’s

cleaving [to God], as we have mentioned.

24. Sefer Shi’ur Komah

Rabbi Akiva said: “I testify that Metatron the Great Lord

7770 DWW QTRY YIRC ROW QW M9 00
7M1 777 K 219w 1OV RIT 7D 172 1aTn
1 ,0°192 219 RIW 0D HY AR 2T 1A
JITNARW M 9W1A 12NNT PR Nann

I ORI KD 2R3 9OW SYea0n H7anm
M3 RO217 IRWOW WA, ¥ XOX QX2
X217 72 WP WA 1IN MR KDY 20w
17 XI2NW 7Y IRW IR1212 127 2R
X120 XY IR DOWTN NN IR 2727 R 7RI
77 DY INDNIW 9N N IR 1201 590
YWOIR WYY 120 7AWnNRT 7190 277 Dnnw
TRY.INT Y2 R TR A3 00 MR 0V 1AK2
W 9AR INONW AT 9 RAINW N0
7 VAWK 1TV AR X 97 92 11020
X12° DRI AR 7R DR 927 MR ,007 e
922 7Wn PRI X122 922 70K 1KY ,NY 92

X12°

RPN T80 .24

" ART TMITYA IR TUA IRPY M MR

said to me: I bear this testimony on behalf of the Lord hvhy, X1271 7277 RMTA0KT 727 RW 1"1700

Elohim of Israel, the Living and Enduring El, our Lord and 727 K17 P19 X2? 21wn1 RI701 RI1DT

Master: That His height, from His Seat of Glory and up (is) RN RV 7P 2R N°an v 03T

118 ten thousands parasangs. From His Seat of Glory down — n°2n nX©I5 M2 997K WY T3

(is) 118 ten thousands parasangs. His total height 236 ten

WY ANWY ARD 70ARY 7°IP° 2NN

thousand thousands parasangs. From His Right Arm to His Q3NRM 79717 NIRDTD N1227 099K

Left Arm (is) 77 ten thousand (parasangs). From His Right 5w ¥1712 NXDID M1227 2°OK? DWW

Eye to (His) Left Eye (is) 30 ten thousands (parasangs). The YWY QYA DRAW DW YT T PR

Skull on His Head (is) three and one third ten thousand

(parasangs). The Crowns on His Head (amount to) 60 ten
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thousands (parasangs) equaling the 60 ten thousands of the DRI *95K 1227 DWW °575 MA3T

tribes of Israel.

25. http://www.kipa.co.il .25
What is the book “Shi’ur Komah? AR MY 790 R
Is this a holy or heretical book? 77792 IR WP 100 T ORI
How can there be in it descriptions of, appatently, the M7 77IRI% DWW 2°IRN 12 W 7Y
attributes of God, His image and soon?> 127 1MAT 2N
I read that Rambam came out against this book, but I saw a TN LT 190 A1 KX 2"2n0aw CnRAp
responsum of an important and recognised Rav that wrote, 2N5W 7211 W17 27 SV 72N NORA

“When he wrote Shi'ur Komah, he intended to know divinity nyT% Mana "amp YR anowo"

and not to recount the topic of this name.” hinlalzaBiidiainiabierkwalnhivha!
If so, what is the law about this book and how could he 0°927 2107 JN°1 TX°DY 77 790 1N 10 OX
deign to write these words? NOROW
Answet: $72WN5T 391N
With the help of heaven... 702
This book is one of the books of Kabbalah... but the name nin ) brii7

is not recorded of who wrote it... Learn the Rambam’s book ¥ 7°¥n X7 %AW .92 >1007 190 1717
Guide of the Perplexed. .. and you will see how all the likenesses 7R 990 NR MR AT ... 12 N30

of God (that He has limbs, that he is angry or happy)—this 25w PR RN ..0"2n00 Hw "0°01217

is only analogy and is not according to its plain sense—God OYID RITWY , 072K 17 Ww) 71 MmN
forbid that one should understand that God has a beard, LI IR AT PWn P T -(LpmXy
hair, eyes... God has no body nor any likeness of a body. LIV LIRT 'R whw 1027 om avon
...Best wishes, LA MINT XY A RD R L0000
The answer received from Rav Shlomo ben Eliyahu 72722,
4 Nissan 5771 39K 12 S99 2997 RPN TWN
8th April 2011 XYW 1071 7

2011 ,51982 08
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IV. Can anthropomorphism help us?

26. The Body of Faith, by Michael Wyschogrod

P. 84

We cannot overlook a basic contradiction. The God of the Bible is a person. He is one of the
characters who appears in the stories told in the Bible. He has a personality that undergoes
development in the course of the story. He creates man with certain expectations, which are
apparently disappointed, and he is then sorry that he has created him. He is subject to the emotions
of anger and jealousy, among others. He is also filled with burning love, particularly toward
Abraham and his descendants. He desires certain things and detests others. He is faithful in the
sense of keeping his promises, even when for long periods of time it seems that he has forgotten
them and has no intention of keeping them. Those who trust in him are not disappointed, especially

if they are patient.

P. 104
But if we are to talk about the real God of Israel who has revealed himself in the Bible, then we
must take seriously what we find in that book, and we find in it a passionate and concerned God

who is a real rather than imaginary person and who stands in personal relation with many human

beings.
27. Devarim Rabbah (Lieberman) 2927 nwAs (»12%9) 720 2127 .27
“I made you grow like the grass of the field. (Ezekiel 16:7)” "(>27M) NN ATWE An¥d 227"

How so? When Pharaoh decreed that all newborn boys YD MW YW ROR L TX0D (770 IRPINY)
would be cast into the sea, what did the women do? When  7m1,(22:X nnw) "3 "119°7 127 22" 'y
a Jewish woman felt contractions beginning, she would go  NWAnM PRI N2 AN°AW AYWA MWW 170
out to give birth in a field. Once she had given birth she ~ ,77W% 79°% ARXY 7071 79°% 7217p 70¥Y2
would look upward and say, “You said ‘Be fruitful and 973 1Y AN AN DTN AN )
multiply’ and I’'ve done my part. Now You do Yours.” NOARY 2w DR PNWY IR NN 7990

72w WY ANR AR 1271179

What would the Egyptians do? When the Egyptians saw QX7 PAWI DWW DXNT 10 )
the Jewish women going out to the fields to give birth 720 ATWH MIRYY PRAW° NI DR 2RI
there, they would watch them from a distance. Once the PAW 1171 ,PI0A 17AID 1AW 1 ,aw
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Jewish women had given birth and returned to the city, the 1 VA 1% MDIAN MTHY PRI M2
Egyptians would pick up rocks and go to kill the babies. Ak IR PRI bRt Rathiniidh tirlohh Na b kivaty!
But the infants would be swallowed up in the field and 7RI PN 77w 2°Y921 NP
would reappear far away, only to be swallowed up again and 79,077 PRI 1IN PYH1 W7 21N
appear again elsewhere—again and again until the L0712 77O PYAONN 0NN VY

Egyptians got tired and went away.

And how did the children live in the fields? Rabbi Levi said ~ ®1w %"IX 77032 1°°0 MPI°N7 197 IR

that the Holy Blessed One would assign two angels to each TMRY 0 KT N2 VIR 7 DOIRN

one—one to wash her and one to clothe her—and He PRI W% 'RY 1NN TR ,00n
nursed and anointed them, as it says, “He nursed you with W27 1RO RIW IR O PRI
honey from the rock” (Deuteronomy 32:13) and “I washed TR K'Y ,(30:27 02927) "voon
you with water and clothed you in garments” (Ezekiel 2R (0T ORPIY) "Anp TwhaRRY ol
16:10). Rabbi Hiyya the Great said: It wasn’t the angels ROR 1D 7RI 10 22IKRNT KD 17AT RO
who did that, rather the Holy Blessed One Himself as it LJTXARY 'RIY 171292 RIT N2 VIR
says “I washed you.” Had it said “I caused you to be MY RPW VAN NPT, TRONINT MR
washed” (hifil, with the addition of a yod), I would have that ,IRO7 MY RDY TJRIIRY N0 ROR RO
perhaps it was by an angel. But since it says “I washed 71171202 X177 ,7"37 YW mw manw?
you”, and not an angel. May the Name of the Holy Blessed faeRahirdhivar

One be blessed, since He Himself cared for them.

The babies grew in the field like grass, and after they grew 290 DX 77w 29T MR v
they returned to their homes in flocks—this is what X177 ,07°02% 2°77Y2 10101 7PRTAN M
Yehezkel said, “You grew like the grass of the field.” How SPRNI ATWT A0 7227 IR ORPITY
did they know which home was their family’s? The Holy ROR QMR DXR 7277 17700 v R0

Blessed One accompanied them, pointed each and every AR 7O DAY 0121 777 R N2 WYTRR

one to his parents” home, and said, “Call your father this T°ARD RP 17 PINT,1PAR 002 'R IR 99
and your mother that.” ,NP179 TARDY 2199
The children would say to their mothers, “Don’t you TTWA MR NT2OWI TNT 0K PR T2 IR
remember when you gave birth to me, on this day in that 0w wnn ampn L[N9e] ora ,onhe
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field, five months (years?!—JR) ago?”

And she would ask him, “Who raised you?” L7273 0 0 12 DRI INPRIY RO
And he would say, “A special, handsome young man, unlike TR ORI YIR TAR N2 72 IR KM
anyone else. He brought me here and he’s right outside.” ,IRDD 2IR3277 R 7I02 RIT 077,12 KX

She would say to him, “Come and show him to me.”

L MR R2 WD DR a0
And they would go outside and search all the alleyways and
everywhere, but they couldn’t find him. When they came MIRIAT 922 I PIND PRYY 1M
to the sea they saw him, and the pointed him out to their IRAWD UOY IMIR PRYIM 17 R 2IPn 7o
mothers with their fingers and said to them, “This is my ,VIXRI ONARY Q7RI 1NN IR 202

God and I will honor Him” (Exodus 15:2)—this is the one ,(2:10 MNAW) "MK 2K 71" 172 "R

who raised me. XD 77227 27, ARY O9OR 7 10T 0T

nnI aTwn
28. Yalkut Shimoni Psalms #671 RYTD 170 2993570 mpnw wps .28
“I will see Your face in righteousness” (Psalm 17:15). " (0:1 2°%0N) IR TR P IR

Rabbi Dostai bar Yannai said: Come see how God is not  731"2p77 722 RPW 7RI K12 °KI° 72 *RNOWT

like flesh and blood. Flesh and blood: if you bring a gift to ,471 W2 NN
the king, it is in doubt whether he will receive it or not. POD 122pn PD0 7717 NT R 0T W32
And even if he receives it, it is in doubt whether you will 22Pn TR
see the face of the king or not. PDD , T2 71D IR POD ,192Pn RN OXY
And even if you see the face of the king, it is in doubt LRI IR
whether or not he will do your will. 12 PWY POD , T2 219 IR KRN OX)
But God is not so: Rhike)
A person gives a coin to the poor, he merits to see the face - 1IX7 17 PR PR PDD
of the Shekhinah, as it says: “I will see Your face in ,19 1K 71"2pn DaR
righteousness; I shall be satisfied, when I wake, with Your °19 9P’ 197 ,°1V7 AYIID 1M1 OTR
likeness” (Psalm 17:15). ,TID IR PTYA IR MR 100w

.(:r @°%an) NN Yopna avaws
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29. Isaiah 42:13-14

PYHVH will march out like 2 champion,
like a warrior he will stir up his zeal;
with a shout he will raise the battle cry
and will triumph over his enemies.
*“For a long time I have kept silent,

I have been quiet and held myself back.
But now, like a woman in childbirth,

I cry out, I gasp and pant.”

[Isaiah 66:13

As a mother comforts her son
So I will comfort you;

You shall find comfort in Jerusalem.]
30. Sekhel Tov (Buber) Va-Yehi 50

After they eat, they bless the mourners’ blessing as follows:
Blessed... is the One who comforts mourners that we have
eaten from His; and they answer: Blessed... is the One that
comforts mourners that we have eaten from His; he finishes
the first and second blessings of grace after meals; he says:
Comfort, YHVH our God, the mourners of Zion and the
mourners of Jerusalem, and the mourners that are mourning
this mourning, comfort them from their mourning and make
them happy from their grief. As it is written, “As a mother
comforts her son, so I will comfort you, you shall find
comfort in Jerusalem” (Isaiah 66:13). Blessed are You,

YHVH, who comforts Zion and builds Jerusalem.
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