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1) Babylonian Talmud Shabbat 52b

Our Rabbis taught: “There was a story of a person whose
wife died and left him a child to nurse and he did not have
the means to hire a wet-nurse. And a miracle was done
for him and he developed [/ were opened] breasts like
the two breasts of a woman and he nursed his child.”

Rav Yosef said: “Come and see how great this man is that
such a miracle was done for him!” Abaye said: “On the
contrary, how deficient is this person that the order of
creation was changed for him!” Rav Yehudah said:
“Come and see how difficult a person’s provisions are that
the order of creation was changed on his account.” Rav_
Nahman said: “Know that a miracle occurs, but food was

not created.”

2) Bemidbar 11:10-15

""Moses heard the people of every family wailing at the
entrance to their tents. The Lord became exceedingly
angry, and Moses was troubled. ''He asked the Lord,
“Why have you brought this trouble on your servant?
What have I done to displease you that you put the
burden of all these people on me? “Did I conceive all
these people? Did I give them birth? Why do you tell me
to carry them in my arms, as a nurse carries an infant, to
the land you promised on oath to their ancestors?

“Where can I get meat for all these people?
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They keep wailing to me, ‘Give us meat to eat!’ "I cannot
carry all these people by myself; the burden is too heavy
for me. "If this is how you are going to treat me, please

go ahead and kill me—if I have found favor in your

eyes—and do not let me face my own ruin.” (NRSV)

3) Nahmanides Bemidbar 11:12 (13" c. Spain)
“Was I pregnant with this entire people, did I give birth to it?!”
According to Onkelos, this is like, “above the blessings of
my parents” (Genesis 49:26). For the father is called
parent because he gives and invites the pregnancy. [The
verse] should then be rendered, “If I am their father or
their mother that I gave birth to them!” And the exegetes
said the opposite: “Am I their mother who was pregnant
with them and gave birth.” And similarly, “She gave birth
to Miriam and Shammai” (1 Chronicles 4:17). Oz, I am
their father that I begat him? Like, “Noah begat”
(Genesis 6:10). “To your father who begat you”
(Proverbs 23:22) and others. And it says, like the nurse
carries the infant child—the father or the mother.

In my opinion it is all a trope of motherhood. And its
meaning is like, “Did I conceive all these people? Did I
give them birth?” He mentions the woman here because
she suffers the pain of raising children in her remembering
what she suffered with them from conception, gestation,
and pregnancy. And it says [male| nurse because he is a

male nurse, not a female.

4) Don Isaac Abravanel (15" c. Portugal/Spain)
What is most difficult in this is that you will make me like
a male nurse and not a female nurse. Because when the
female nurse carries the infant child and he cries, she can
appease him by giving him of her comforting breast and

from her milk. But the male nurse, who is the husband
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and spouse of the nursemaid cannot appease the baby for
he does not have breasts and milk. Therefore the baby
will cry and cry and he won’t appease him. And so I was
similar to a male nurse insofar as You placed the burden
of this people on me and I have not found sufficient favor
in Your eyes that You would give me strength enough to
fulfill their requests and demands. Because “from where do 1
have meat to give to this entire people that they are crying to me and
saying give us meat and we will ea?’. They are in this like a
baby who asks for milk from the breasts of a male nurse

and he has nothing to give him to appease him.

5) Midrash Bereishit Rabbah 30:8

The Rabbis say, anyone about whom it says “he was” fed
and supported. Noah fed and supported all 12 months, as
it says, “And you take...” (Genesis 6:21). Joseph—
“Joseph provided for his father and brothers...”
(47:12). Moshe fed and supported Israel forty yeats in the
desert. Iyov—“Could I eat my bread alone if an
orphan may not have eaten from it?!” (Job 31:17).
Mordechai fed and supported—R. Yudan said: “One time
he went after all of the nursemaids and he could not
immediately find a nursemaid for Esther so he nursed
her.” R. Berakhyah and R. Abahu said in the name of R.
Eliezer: “Milk came to him and he nursed her.” When R.
Abahu taught this in public the crowd laughed at his
voice. He said to them—Is it not a Mishnah? “R. Shimon

ben Elazar said: The milk of a male is pure.””

5a) Esther 2:7

Motdecai had brought up (oein) Hadassah, that is Esther,
his cousin, for she had neither father nor mother; the girl
was fair and beautiful, and when her father and her

mother died, Mordecai adopted her as his own daughter.

DR 059 9317 XD NIRRT WORY DY RITW I2INT 92N
X1 71927 1792 PN 190 2°mM 227w 10 PR 0D Pnn
7T OYa DO RWA DR NNIWR 1IRY N7 191 107D
DNPRY NRY7AY 12 5% NNY 771V 11 ONRIN X9 O
070 M7 apn 9o nnY wa h PRR” 9D anwpal
T2 O 7ITPORIY WA 1Y 1IN Y DRI DY 09012
19 NNY 927 19 PRI 1AIRT YTWR 251 DRIWT P1nd
0%

m:% 71 720 nwRaa (5

7T 113,037971 77,7700 12 AR O 9 PINK 1320
MPWRI2) 1A 70 AR ANKRYY MR WNIN 27 93 010
NPWRI2) "IN DRI AR AR 21 929N A0, (KD
,7271R2 7AW 0°YAIR PROWS DR 017°01 3T ,Awn (2%
"RIA% 2INY BOR RY” RAW 7972a% 90D DOINY” 2PN

170 227 MK .DI°D1 17,797 ,RAANR L(1:RD 21R)

ANYRY NOXRD? R¥H KXY NIRRT 93 DY 7m0 Nnx ovo

27 OW 11AKR 27 7°272 27 LRI AP 7P Aptln

AR Y WAT T79L0R00 10 290 17 X2 TYOOR

X°17 XDYINA X2 1109 MR LP9PY RI2X I .X012083

LIVTY 9987 2917 I WVIN 12 DvHw 037

T:2 NOR (RS
D) 2 77 T 2 77 N2 N0 K0T AT NI AN )
AP TRN) PN NTBR TN N3i0) WA N2 73PN
3y 17 21

0 128

MECHON HADAR



Father’s Milk — July 2014
Dena Weiss — www.mechonhadar.org

T2 Pdwon mwn (25

,INIR DY 027 5N 12 apWwAY LTARY RXT 0T ORI L,AMIN0T A0 V0T PN KDY, 1PRA0A KD 19K

sTRIDAY TR 0T ,PPRALT MDA P12 AN JUHY QT .0°°P1 PRYY 9D HY AR 920 M anwn Rt vn

170,797 290 IR YRR 12 PIYAR 937 9K RHDA YRR a0

6) Babylonian Talmud Berakhot 31b

“And Hannab is speaking about [lit. on] her hear?” (1 Samuel
1:13). R. Eliezer said in the name of R. Yosi ben Zimra:
“On matters of her heart. She said before Him: ‘Master
of the universe! You have not created one component of
woman in vain; eyes to see and ears to hear, a nose to
smell, a mouth to speak, hands to do work with, legs to
walk with, breasts to nurse with. These breasts that you
have placed on my heart, for what? Is it not to nurse with

them? Give me a child and I will nurse with them.”’

7) Babylonian Talmud Yoma 75a

“And its taste was like an oil (leshad) cake” (Numbers
11:8). R. Abahu said: “Just as the infant tastes from
this breast (shad) many different flavors, similarly the
manna. Whenever Israel would eat from it they

would find many flavors within.”

8) Babylonian Talmud Yoma 72b

R’ Yehoshua ben Levi said: “What is the meaning of what
is written, “And this is the Torah that Moshe placed’ (sam)
(Deuteronomy 4:44)? If he merits it will become for him
an elixir (sam) of life, if he does not merit it will become an
elixir of death.” And this is in line with what Rava said:
“One who is dedicated (#zan) to it it is an elixir of life and

one who is not dedicated to it it is an elixir of death.”
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9) Mahara”l (16" c. Prague)

Indeed it appears that the beraita comes to teach us a great
matter concerning the creation of man. For you should
not say that the breasts that the male has are not
considered breasts at all. And for this he said that it is not
so—for behold regarding the miracle which is produced
from nature—his breasts intelligently became like the
breasts of a woman. And this idea comes from the
orderly intellect, except that it isn’t completely so in
nature, therefore it was not found to be entirely physical.
And from this you should learn an amazing idea regarding
creation—that the breasts of the male are really called
breasts and this is an amazing and deep matter and that is
that the breasts of a man are equal to those of a woman.
For just as the woman brought forth the baby to the air of
the world, it is fitting for provisions to come from her.
And also from the man from whom the existence of the
child comes would have been fitting to nurse, but as the
woman brings the baby fully into the sensed world
therefore her breasts fully produce milk, but the man only
gives his seed, but the bringing forth into the air of the
wortld through pregnancy and birth is of woman and
therefore the breasts of a man do not produce milk like
those of a woman. Rather through a miracle when his
wife died a miracle was wrought for him and his breasts
opened like those of a woman and the nursing was found
in realization in the intelligent order as was explained.
And Rav Yosef said: “How great this man is that such a miracle
was done for him!” That is that from a man would emerge a
woman. For this is unlike the splitting of the Red Sea,
even if a woman had been made from a man that would
not be a change in the order of creation. But that a man

should nurse! This is a change in the order of creation.
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For in the order of creation the woman nurses and not the
man and that is a change in creation—and this is a great
miracle. And Abaye held: “How deficient is this person that
the order of creation was changed for him!” to have the man be a
woman, for this is outside of the order of creation. And
something that is outside of the order of creation is evil
and therefore, “How deficient is this person”. And all of the
miracles that were done to the righteous even though they
involved a change in the order of creation this is not 7 the
person, rather the order of creation changed and the
miracle was done, but this person had the change in the
otder of creation in him, and about this Abaye said, “How

deficient is this person”.
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