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I. Biblical vulnerability of the fatherless
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Deuteronomy 10:17-19
"For the Lord your God is God supreme and Lord supreme, the great, the mighty, and the
awesome God, who shows no favor and takes no bribe, '®but upholds the cause of the fatherless and
the widow, and befriends the stranger, providing him with food and clothing—'"You too must

befriend the stranger, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt.
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Exodus 22:21-23
*You shall not ill-treat any widow or orphan. *If you do mistreat them, I will heed their outcry as
soon as they cry out to Me, “and My anger shall blaze forth and I will put you to the sword, and

your own wives shall become widows and your children orphans.
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I1. Constant care: Hagal—Caring for those who don’t have someone to care for them

ITa. Caregiving—To one’s own children and to others’

Psalm 106:3

Happy are they who keep justice, who perform charity at all

times

Talmud Bavli Ketubot 50a

“Happy are they who keep justice, who perform charity at all

times” (Psalms 106:3). But is it possible to perform charity at

all times?

Our Rabbis in Yavneh taught (and some say it was Rabbi
Eliezer): This refers to someone who feeds his sons and

daughters when they are little.

Rabbi Shmuel bar Nahmani said: This refers to someone

who raises an orphan in his house and marries them off.

ITb. Relationships created through care

1 Chronicles 4:18

And his Yehudiya wife bore Jered father of Gedor,
Heber father of Soco, and Jekuthiel father of Zanoah.
These were the sons of Bithiah daughter of Pharoah,

whom Mered married.

Talmud Bavli Megillah 13a
When Rabbi Shimon ben Pazi opened a lesson in the
book of Chronicles, he would say: “All of Your words

are one, and we know how to expound them.”
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Why is she referred to as Yehudiya? Because she
repudiated idol worship, as it is written: “And the
daughter of Pharaoh came down to wash herself in the
river” (Exodus 2:5), and Rabbi Yohanan said: “She
went down to wash herself from the idols of her father’s

house.”

She bore Moses? But didn’t she raise him? Rather, it
tells you that anyone who raises an orphan in her house,

the Torah considers it as if she gave birth to them.

IIc. Can we usefully compare?

R. Shlomo Kluger (1783-1869, Galicia), Hokhmat
Shlomo to Even Ha-Ezer 1:1

I’m not sure if someone who raises an orphan in her home
is considered as having fulfilled the obligation to be fruitful
and multiply. For Hazal/ said, “anyone who raises an
orphan in her house, the Torah considers it as if she gave
birth to them”—so we could say that they have fulfilled
their obligation. But perhaps it isn’t like they really gave

birth to them, so they haven’t fulfilled their obligation.

This seems to depend on the debate between R. Yehoshua
Falk and R. David ha-Levi Segal in Yoreh Deah (242:1). R.
Falk thinks that “as if” always means that the thing being
described is not exactly like what it is compared to. But R.

Segal disagrees, and thinks that “as if”” is a full equation.

Therefore R. Falk thinks that since they aren’t entirely
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real birth, and the obligation hasn’t been fulfilled. But R.
Segal thinks that this is full equation, and the obligation of
having children has been fulfilled.

IITa. God as foster parent

Devarim Rabbah to Parashat Devarim

“I made you grow like the grass of the field” (Ezekiel
16:7). How so? When Pharaoh decreed that all newborn
boys would be cast into the sea, what did the women do?
When a Jewish woman felt contractions beginning, she
would go out to give birth in a field. Once she had given
birth she would look upward and say, “You said ‘Be
fruitful and multiply’ and I’ve done my part. Now You do

Yours.”

What would the Egyptians do? When the Egyptians saw
the Jewish women going out to the fields to give birth
there, they would watch them from a distance. Once the
Jewish women had given birth and returned to the city, the
Egyptians would pick up rocks and go to kill the babies.
But the infants would be swallowed up in the field and
would reappear far away, only to be swallowed up again
and appear again elsewhere— again and again until the

Egyptians got tired and went away.

And how did the children live in the fields? Rabbi Levi
said that the Holy Blessed One would assign two angels to
each one—one to wash her and one to clothe her—and

He nursed and anointed them, as it says, “He nursed you
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with honey from the rock” (Deuteronomy 32:13) and “I
washed you with water and clothed you in garments”
(Ezekiel 16:10). Rabbi Hiyya the Great said, “It wasn’t the
angels who did that, rather the Holy Blessed One Himself
as it says ‘I washed you.” Had it said ‘I caused you to be
washed’ (hifil—with the addition of a yod), I would have
that perhaps it was by an angel. But since it says ‘I washed
you,” and not an angel. May the Name of the Holy Blessed

One be blessed, since He Himself cared for them.”

The babies grew in the field like grass, and after they grew
they returned to their homes in flocks—this is what
Yehezkel said, “You grew like the grass of the field.” How
did they know which home was their family’s? The Holy
Blessed One accompanied them, pointed each and every
one to his parents’ home, and said, “Call your father this

and your mother that.”

The children would say to their mothers, “Don’t you
remember when you gave birth to me, on this day in that

field, five months (years?—JR) ago?”
And she would ask him, “Who raised your”

And he would say, “A special, handsome young man,
unlike anyone else. He brought me here and he’s right

outside.”

She would say to him, “Come and show him to me.”
And they would go outside and search all the alleyways and

everywhere, but they couldn’t find him. When they came
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to the sea they saw him, and the pointed him out to their
mothers with their fingers and said to them, “This is my
God and I will honor Him” (Exodus 15:2)—this is the one

who raised me.

ITIb. Faith is built on care

Be-Midbar 11:11-14

""And Moses said to the Lord, “Why have You dealt ill
with Your servant, and why have I not enjoyed Your
favor, that You have laid the burden of all this people
upon me? “Did I conceive all this people, did I bear
them, that You should say to me, ‘Carry them in your
bosom as a nurse (omein) carries an infant,” to the land
that You promised on oath to their fathers? Where am 1
to get meat to give to all this people, when they whine
before me and say, ‘Give us meat to eat]” '*I cannot carry

all this people by myself, for it is too much for me.”

Esther 2:7

[Mordekhai] was a foster father (omein) to
Hadassah—that is, Esther—his uncle’s daughter, for she
had neither father nor mother. The maiden was shapely
and beautiful; and when her father and mother died,

Mordekhai adopted her as his daughter.
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Prof. Deena Aronoff, “The Biblical Root “mn: Retrieval of a Term and Its Household

Context” (forthcoming)

This essay examines the relationship between the most common meaning of the Hebrew root {’}n,

faithfulness or constancy, and its less common meaning, to rear or nurse a child. In contrast to

previous lexicographical presentations of the term, it argues that the act of rearing a child provided

RRRY=l

MECHON HADAR

6



To Love Each Child — Spring Lecture Series 2017
Jason Rubenstein — www.hadar.org

the concrete referent from which the more abstract meaning of faithfulness was derived. Through a
process of metaphorical extension, the signature feature of childrearing—the constant presence and
provision of basic needs necessary for an infant to survive—came to function as a signifier of

faithfulness more generally. As a consequence, the Hebrew word for faithfulness, central in biblical
literature as well as post-biblical Judaism, has its origins in the relation between a mother/nurse and

an infant.
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