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Devarim 32:2 2:25 D"MaT
May my discourse come down as the rain, MpY vna W
My speech distill as the dew, MINK OV N
Like showers on young growth, NYT2y DWW
Like droplets on the grass. :J\yy"?)_{ 0'1'170)
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l. Setting up the Metaphor: Torah as Rain

"May my taking come down as the rain"- -MPY VNI W
"Taking" is Torah, ,MNNMATNONMPY X

as it says "For a goodly taking have | given to you; do NN IV AP 1D (THOWN) MNNIY
not forsake My Torah" (Proverbs 4:2); ;Darvn S8 'nnj nad

And it says "Take My mussar (discipline), and not silver" | SX1 DM NP (7'M Own) 1N
(Proverbs 8:10), D2

and "mussar" is nothing other than words of Torah,

as it says "Hear, my son, the mussar of your Father, and NN M2TRON DN PN
do not forsake the Torah of your mother" (Proverbs.
1:8): DN MAYNY ('MINOWN) Y

[IN DN won YN Pax

and it says "Hear mussar and grow wise"
(Proverbs 8:33), WM YNY (1”75:'Nndwn) MmN

,Anom

and it says "Hold fast to mussar; do not let it go"

97N YX1 DM Prnn 'MN
(Proverbs 4:13).

(A" T75Wn)

And it says "Take words with you and return to God"

(Hoshea 14:3) DONY NP (T yuin) 1mN

;N ON 1IN DMAT

and "words" is nothing other than words of Torah,
NN MATRON DMATIN

as it says "These words God spoke to all of your
DM2TN NN (N DM2AT) 'NIY

congregation" (Devarim 5:19).
.DIYNP YIHN M 1ATNONN
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Il. Rain of Grief, Dew of Joy

"As the rain": Just as rain is life for the world, so, words of
Torah.

But then (why not say:) Just as with rain, part of the world

is happy (with it) and part, sad (e.g., One whose pit and vat
is full of wine, and his vat and threshing floor is exposed to
the rain, is grieved by it) so, words of Torah!

Itis, therefore, written (Ibid.) "My word shall flow as the
dew": Just as with dew, all the world is happy with it, so,
words of Torah.

Another Explanation
"Ya'arof like rain My taking":

R. Yehudah was wont to say: One should gather words of
Torah as (general) principles; for if he gathers them as
particulars, they weary him and he is at a loss.

An analogy: One going to Caesarea and requiring one
hundred or two hundred zuzim for expenses — If he takes
them in perutoth (small coin), they weary him and he is at a
loss; but if he melts them into selaim (large coin), he can
change them wherever he wishes.

One going to a fair and requiring one hundred maneh or two
ribo — if he takes them as selaim, they weary him, and he is
at a loss; but if he melts them into golden dinars, he can
change them wherever he wishes.

-DoWYo DY ILN N -ILVND
W.DOWHY DN NN MATAaN
D'NMNY DY N¥pNn ,vn N
M N2 DAXY DY NXPM
10N 1 XONINIMaY
MATON O DM1¥N1MIAD
SL2 5 5"N-712 NN
JNINN

M2 D5ynod5vnn
51, NN MATON -1 D NINY
12D MNYIND DYYN

-MPY VNI VN

NN DOWY MK NN "
, D950 NN "MATOND DN
DWA - D'L19 DND DRY
MMYYY NN YT PR NMIN

MDY 15NV 1ONnd Swn
NTDMNRN N T INA TN
- D3 DL NRNIN

M YT PN MK DWAMmM
, 091N DN AN ;meyd
LNA - DWOD IMN NN
XY DIPN Y22 XXM
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DIYN N POw N IN
MYIN TN DINN I, ;WD
-D"WOD DAIXN DN N1
MY PRIIMN DYIMM
DAINN DN YAN ;MYYH

LN - 2ANT T DN NN
TINTY DIPN D22 XX

lll. Torah that Kills (or Atones for Killing)

Another Explanation:

"Ya'arof": R. Eliezer the son of R. Yossi Haglili says:
"Ya'arof" connotes "killing," as it is written (Devarim
21:4) "And they shall break there the neck (ve'arfu) of
the heifer in the river-bed." Just as the heifer (of the
broken neck) atones for the spilling of blood, so, words
of Torah.

"as se'irim on the herbage":

Just as se'irim (he-goats) are brought for transgressions
and atone for them, so, words of Torah.

Another Explanation:

"Let my taking (i.e., Torah) break (ya'arof) as the rain":
Moses (hereby) said to Israel: Do you know how much
suffering (i.e., "breaking") | expended on Torah, how
much | toiled in it, how much | wearied myself in it —
(Shemot 34:28) "and he remained there (on Mount
Sinai) forty days and forty nights." And | entered there
among the angels, and among the heavenly creatures,

-9WIN"T

Y001 MOV AMYON "M
;TN NP KON IV PN CININ
NN DWW (KD DMAT) 'NIY
NI39IN N2V NN .ONI2 N%AYn
NN MATID -DMTMaw by
:DMMTM2aY Yy n1ain

-NWTHY D 1yw)

Sy D'NaAvYY N DY nn
171N 12772 - D200 MKLN
1y by oaon

-1LN2 W R"T

NYN DNO MK :DINIXNDMON
NI DWT DNX XNY ORI
N1 ,NNNN DY "NIYLNI WY
MYA DY NNL,NANONY dny
(O MnY) 'K Mya,na
DWAINI1 D1 DWAIN ' Dy DY
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and among the seraphs — one of whom can incinerate
the entire world, (Isaiah 6:2) "Seraphs were standing
above Him" — | gave my life for it; | gave my blood for it.
Just as | learned it in travail, so, you learn it (even) in
travail. — But perhaps, just as you learned it in travail,
so, shall you teach it in travail! It is, therefore, written
"My word shall flow (tizal) as the dew" — See it (Torah)
as "zol," ("cheap") a third or a fourth of a sela (i.e., "part
with it easily").

"as se'irim upon the herbage": as one who first begins to
learn Torah. At first it falls upon him like a demon
(Isaiah 13:21) "and se'irim will dance there."

Another Explanation: "Let my taking (i.e., Torah) break
(ya'arof) as the rain":

R. Bana'ah says: If you learn words of Torah for their
own sake, they are "life" for you, as it is written
(Proverbs 4:22) "For they are life to him who finds them,
and to all of his flesh healing”

and if not, they kill you, as it is written "My taking (i.e.,
Torah) ya'arof as the rain," arifah" being killing, (Devarim
21:4) "And they shall break (ve'arfu) there the neck of
the heifer in the river-bed." And it is written (Proverbs
7:26) "For she (Torah) has taken many lives; the number
of its victims is legion."

,DONONN 125 Npon .ndD
MDIIN, NN PAY NDION
212’ DNN TNRY 0'9IwnN 25
MNXIY 101D DWW DI NN MWD
Synn DY D9 (1 nyw))
NN MNT,NOY WA nm hd

- WX NMXNTOY DWI ,NHy
JYXA NN DY DN 1NN D
NMNX DTN DNRY 71T IN
DMX DTSN 1NN 72,1y
NN ONMKOLI OTNO"N 77YNa
wOwN TNN D110 NN DN
:YODAYIIN

I9NY DTXD - KNWTHY DWW
nYNNa N> NN NN MndH
YWY R, 1VRI 1OY NOa
DY (0 TIYRY) 'RIY TV NON
DU TRY

1N -MPY N MV KT
NN MATNRY DX ANINNINID
(1 DN DN NN MAT-DNYH
DN DM D (THOwN) NNIY
DX ;X912 520 DNIRXIND
MAT-INYO NN MATNWY RO
97V 'NIY TN DYNMIN NN
KON D2V 1N . NPY 10N
N2AYN NK19WY 'NIY NN
D21 (TYwn) 1NN ol
N DX NN DYON
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IV. Winds of Torah: Bringing Us Back to Life

Another explanation-
"My taking shall drip as the rain":

not as the rain that comes from the south, which is all for blast,
mildew, and curse; but as the rain which comes from the west,
which is all for blessing.

Another explanation-
"My taking shall drip as the rain":
R. Simai would say:

From where is it derived that just as Moses called heaven and
earth to bear witness over Israel, so, he called the four winds of
heaven?

"ya'arof as rain, etc." — This refers to the west wind, which is at
the "back (oref [west]) of the world, and which is entirely a
blessing;

"My word shall flow as the dew" — This refers to the north wind,
which renders the firmament pure as gold;

"as winds (se'irim) upon the herbage" — This refers to the east
wind, which stirs up the world as a demon (se’ir);

"as showers upon the grass" — This refers to the south wind,
which brings showers.

-A0NI W NK"T

N AW NN VNI KO
NATYY ;0w ,D1NTN
NYOPY 15D Np1HIdD
N N2 NN 10N KON
.N12125 1910w ,17ynn

VNI W R"T
AMNONAID ' N

295N MM '"TINNIND
MmN T KON
DY

NN NN -NNax
DMYaIn NN na
WP

NNN NN -nT
DMYIN NN Nwp
,Na

,NY D5Y5 -NNm
WP DHOYY - N avn

DLNY NA* - NN
,WOW DIONY Nywa
nywannd nwm
LNNY
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And R. Simai would say:

All the creatures created from the earth — their spirit and their
body are from the earth (except for humans, whose spirit [soul]
is from heaven and body from the earth.)

Therefore, If a person learns Torah and does the will of their
Parent in heaven, they are like the celestial creatures, (Psalms
82:6) "l said that you are gods, and all, children of the Most
High."

If one does not learn Torah and do the will of their Parent in
heaven, they are like the lower creatures, (/bid. 7) "But you shall
die like Adam."

And R. Simai would say:

There is no passage [in the Torah] that does not deal with
resurrection in it, but we don’t have the energy to expound, as it
says: (Psalms. 50:4) "And God shall call to the heavens from
above and to the earth for din - judgment - with God."

"God shall call to the heavens from above": This refers to the
soul;

"and to the earth for din with him" — Who deliberates with God?
From where is it derived that this speaks of the resurrection?

As it says (Ezekiel 37:9) "From the four corners, come, O spirit,
and blow into these slain ones that they may live!"

AMINONND 1NN

N INI2IY M1aN Y)
N9 DY) - DMYN
mMadn;pmen
DWA) - YINN 1N IN1IY
YIND N DA

NN DTN NWY 1295
DMYAY 1IN X YN
Y M"M21d XN -
MIANNIN IMNXIY ,1OVN
NOY I DNN DNON
N1 NN nwy XY ;025D
-DMYIY AN IX
DTXD 1IN MMXIY
Jnmnn

AMIXNND 1NN

N2 PNY NPIA 19 1N
NY XON , D' INN DM NN
MNIY ;11T N2 12
DN1OYN DMMun YN XIp?
ANY NTO YIND

-Syn omun O Xp?
menr

M-INYNTY YIRN ON
nny T

NON12TA PNV 1IN
INNIY 27D NNN NPNNa
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V2NN (15 OXprn)
TN NI MMM

Ezekiel 37:9 L:1D bxprn?

Then He said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, N2 MINON KN HN INNN
prophesy, O mortal! Say to the breath: Thus said the 1IN MANHON RN DR
Lord GOD: Come, O breath, from the four winds, and ™MAN N2 MMM YaINn mine )N
breathe into these slain, that they may live again.” MM NINND DN NM
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