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Redemption Comes at Night
Pesah 2020

Rabbi Avi Strausberg - strausberg@hadar.org
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Part I: When Does Redemption Come?
1. Massechet Berakhot 4b

Rabbi Yohanan holds: Redemption
occurred in the evening as well; however,
the full-fledged redemption was only in the
morning. RabbiYehoshua ben Levi, holds:
Since it only occurred in the morning, it
was not a full-fledged redemption, there is
no need to juxtapose the blessing of
redemption to the evening prayer.
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Part ll: Crying Into the Night
2. Numbers 14:1-4

The whole community broke into loud
cries, and the people wept that night. All
the Israelites railed against Moses and
Aaron. “If only we had died in the land of
Egypt,” the whole community shouted at
them, “or if only we might die in this
wilderness! Why is the LORD taking us to
that land to fall by the sword? Our wives
and children will be carried off! It would be
better for us to go back to Egypt!” And they
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said to one another, “Let us head back for
Egypt.”
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3. Lamentations 1:2

Alas! Lonely sits the city once great with
people! She that was great among nations
is become like a widow; The princess
among states is become a thrall. Bitterly
she weeps in the night, Her cheek wet with
tears. There is none to comfort her of all
her friends. All her allies have betrayed her;
They have become her foes.
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4. Massechet Sanhedrin 104b

“She cries [bakho tivke] at night”
(Lamentations 1:2)...

Alternatively, the term “at night” indicates
that with regard to anyone who cries at
night, his voice is heard. Alternatively, the
term “at night” indicates that in the case of
anyone who cries at night, the stars and
the constellations cry with him.
Alternatively, the term “at night” indicates
that in the case of anyone who cries at
night, one who hears his voice is touched
by his suffering and cries with him.
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Part Ill: Redemption Begins At Night
5. Exodus 14:10-23, 27-31

As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites caught sight of the
Egyptians advancing upon them. Greatly frightened, the

Israelites cried out to the LORD.

And they said to Moses, “Was it for want of graves in Egypt that
you brought us to die in the wilderness? What have you done

to us, taking us out of Egypt?

Is this not the very thing we told you in Egypt, saying, ‘Let us
be, and we will serve the Egyptians, for it is better for us to
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serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness’?”

But Moses said to the people, “Have no fear! Stand by, and
witness the deliverance which the LORD will work for you
today; for the Egyptians whom you see today you will never
see again.

The LORD will battle for you; you hold your peace!”

Then the LORD said to Moses, “Why do you cry out to Me? Tell
the Israelites to go forward.

And you lift up your rod and hold out your arm over the sea
and split it, so that the Israelites may march into the sea on dry
ground.

And | will stiffen the hearts of the Egyptians so that they go in
after them; and | will gain glory through Pharaoh and all his
warriors, his chariots and his horsemen.

Let the Egyptians know that | am LORD, when | gain glory
through Pharaoh, his chariots, and his horsemen.”

The angel of God, who had been going ahead of the Israelite
army, now moved and followed behind them; and the pillar of
cloud shifted from in front of them and took up a place behind
them,

and it came between the army of the Egyptians and the army
of Israel. Thus there was the cloud with the darkness, and it
cast a spell upon the night, so that the one could not come
near the other all through the night.

Then Moses held out his arm over the sea and the LORD drove
back the sea with a strong east wind all that night, and turned
the sea into dry ground. The waters were split,

and the Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the waters
forming a wall for them on their right and on their left.

The Egyptians came in pursuit after them into the sea, all of
Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and horsemen

Moses held out his arm over the sea, and at daybreak the sea
returned to its normal state, and the Egyptians fled at its
approach. But the LORD hurled the Egyptians into the sea.
The waters turned back and covered the chariots and the
horsemen—Pharaoh’s entire army that followed them into the
sea; not one of them remained.

But the Israelites had marched through the sea on dry ground,
the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their
left.

Thus the LORD delivered Israel that day from the Egyptians.
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Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the shore of the sea.
And when Israel saw the wondrous power which the LORD had
wielded against the Egyptians, the people feared the LORD;

they had faith in the LORD and His servant Moses.

6. Massechet Berakhot 9a
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Rabbi Abba said: Everyone agrees that when
the children of Israel were redeemed from
Egypt, they were redeemed only in the
evening, as it is stated: “In the spring the
Lord, your God, took you out from Egypt at
night” (Deuteronomy 16:1). And when they
actually left, they left only during the day, as
it is stated: “On the fifteenth of the first
month, on the day after the offering of the
Paschal lamb, the children of Israel went out
with a high hand before the eyes of Egypt”
(Numbers 33:3)...

It was also taughtin a baraita, regarding the
verse: “The Lord, your God, took you out
from Egypt at night,” the question arises:
Did they leave at night? Didn’t they leave
during the day, as it is stated: “On the day
after the offering of the Paschal lamb, the
children of Israel went out with a high
hand”? Rather, this teaches that the
redemption began for them in the evening.
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7. Rabbi Avraham Yitzhak HaKohen, Ein Aya,

Massechet Berakhot, 112, 19th c.

“Rabbi Abba said, Everyone agrees that
when the children of Israel were redeemed
from Egypt, they were redeemed in the
evening but left during the day.” The
redemption from slavery to freedom with
respect to a whole people occurs in two
stages. The firstis the freedom thata
person feels within himself, the rising up as
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one goes from the debasement of slavery to
a free person and his own master. And the
second is the action that is revealed to the
world in being a free people alive and with
agency. Even more so Israel carries both of
these aspects, because personal freedom is
the beginning of the completion of
themselves, in the sanctification of the
attributes, through Torah, mitzvot, and her
wisdom. And the external revealed
freedom, this is that which enables Israel to
be a light to the nations, of which a large
part has already happened even today, and
this process is finished when God has
compassion on God’s people, “because from
Zion, Torah goes forth,” and “And the
coastlands shall await God’s Torah” (Isaiah
42:4) . For this reason, redemption is
divided into two parts, when Israel was
redeemed from Egypt, the internal
redemption was at night, in which the
essence of it was the good feeling of their
personal freedom. And when they went out,
they went out only in the day, with a hand
raised and revealed for all of the world’s
inhabitants, to teach of their actions
revealed in the world, to enlighten for the
good all those created in their shadow to be
enlightened in God’s light, as it’s said, “And
nations shall walk by your light, Kings, by
your shining radiance.”
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8. Mary Oliver, The Uses of Sorrow
Someone | loved once gave me
a box full of darkness.

It took me years to understand
that this, too, was a gift.




Sones

Kumi, Roni Balaylah, Chabad
(Lamentations 2:19)
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Kumi roni balaylah
I'rosh ashmurot.

Shifkhi kamayim libeikh
nokhach p’nai Hashem

Arise, cry out in the night,

as the watches of the night begin;
pour out your heart like water

in the presence of the Hashem.

Min Hameitzar, Deborah Sacks Mintz
(Hallel , Psalms 118:5-6)
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Min hameitzar karati Yah,
anani vamerchav Yah.
Adonai li, lo ira,
Mah ya‘aseh li adam

From the Narrow place I called out to God

who answered me with the Divine Expanse.
The LORD is on my side, I have no fear

what can man do to me?



Kareiv Yom, Yanai (5th-7th Century)
from the poem Vayehi Bachatzi Halaylah, Pesach Haggadah, Trad.
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Karev yom

asher hoo lo yom v'lo lyla
Rahm hoda ki

I'cha hayom af I'cha halayla

Shomrim hafked l'eercha
kol hayom v'chol halyla
Ta'eer k'or yom
kheshkhat lyla

Bring near the day
that is neither day nor night.
Most High, make known
that Yours is the day as well as the night.

Appoint watchmen [to guard] Your city
all day and all night.

Illuminate like day
the dark of night.



