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There was a Babylonian

who went up to Eretz Yisrael

He married a wife.

He said to her her: Cook two talfei* for me.

She cooked two talfei for him.

He got angry (furious) with her.

The next day, he said to her: Cook geriva®for me.

She cooked a geriva for him.
He said to her: Go and bring me two butzinei
She went and brought him two sheraggei

He said to her: Go and break them on the head of the bava

At that time, the Sage Bava ben Buta was sitting and passing
judgement at the gate - bava.’

She went and broke them on his head.

He said to her: What are you doing?

She said to him: This is what my husband commanded me to do.
He said: You fulfilled your husband’s desire. May the Omnipresent
bring forth from you two sons like Bava ben Buta.
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28-14 liters.
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Additional sources:
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He got angry (furious) with her - Tomorrow, if | say to her to make me two again, she'll do what

she did today. So, he said to her, cook for me a geriva, a large amount, because he thought
she'll prepare it and cook enough for a meal.
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“Konam that | will not drink wine, because wine is damaging to the stomach.” They said to him,
“But isn’t mature wine is beneficial to the stomach?” He is released in respect of mature wine,
and not only in respect of mature wine, but of all wine. “Konam that | will not eat onions,
because they are damaging to the heart.” They said to him, “But village onions are good for the
heart,” He is released in respect of village onions, and not only in respect of village onions, but
of all onions. Such a case happened, and Rabbi Meir permitted all onions.
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They open one’s vows [by reference] to his own honor and the honor of his children. They say
to him, “Had you known that tomorrow they will say of you, ‘It is the regular habit of so-and-so
to divorce his wives’; and concerning your daughters they will say, ‘They are the daughters of a
divorced woman. What did their mother see in order to be divorced?" If he replies, “Had |
known that it is so, | would not have vowed,” he is released.
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“Konam that | will not marry that ugly woman,” and she turns out to be beautiful; “That
black-skinned woman,” and she turns out to be light-skinned; “That short woman,” and she
turns out to be tall, he is permitted to marry her; not because she was ugly, and became
beautiful, or black and became light-skinned, short and grew tall, but because the vow was in
error.

And it happened with one who vowed not to benefit from his sister’s daughter, and she was
taken into Rabbi Ishmael’s house and they made her beautiful. Rabbi Ishmael said to him, “My
son! Did you vow not to marry his one?” He said, “No,” and Rabbi Ishmael permitted her [to
him].
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And Rabbi Yohanan says: anyone who commits adultery, his wife commits adultery against
him, as it is stated: “If my heart has been enticed unto a woman, and | have lain in wait at my
neighbor’s door” (Job 31:9), and it is written: “my wife grind unto another man and may
strangers kneel over her” (Job 31:10). And this is the people’s saying: “He is found among the
pumpkins [karei] and his wife among the zucchinis [butzinei]”
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Yet another Sage began his remarks and said: There was an incident there involving a man who
set his eyes upon his wife to divorce her, but her marriage contract was large and he wished to
avoid having to pay it. What did he do? He went and invited his friends, gave them food and
drink, made them drunk, and lay his friends and his wife in one bed. He then brought the white
of an egg, which has the appearance of semen, and placed it on the sheet between them. He
then stood witnesses over them so that they could offer testimony, and went to court claiming
that his wife had committed adultery. A certain Elder of the disciples of Shammai the Elder was
there, and Bava ben Buta was his name. He said to them: This is the tradition that | received
from Shammai the Elder: Egg white on a bedsheet contracts and hardens when heated by fire,
whereas semen is absorbed into the sheet by the fire. They checked the matter and found in
accordance with his statement that the substance on the sheet was not semen but egg white.
They then brought the husband to court, administered lashes to him, and made him pay his
wife’s marriage contract in full.
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