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A Havruta Text  
Study for Shavuot

Talmud Shabbat 88b–89a

Pedagogy of Partnership (PoP) is a comprehensive Jewish 
educational model that supports educators to bring Torah 
to the next generation. PoP’s method reinvigorates the 
practice of havruta—learning in pairs—for today’s learners 
and educators. Guided by PoP-trained educators, learners 
become more adept at studying with one another, while 
engaging with the text as an essential third partner in 
their discovery. For PoP, learning Jewishly means learning 
in intentional relationship with self, others, and Torah. 

PoP was founded to strengthen Jewish teaching and 
learning so that students of all ages can learn texts in a 
meaningful and empowered way throughout their lives, 
in school, and beyond. Powered by Hadar, PoP offers 
training and resources for Jewish educators, school 
leaders, and families.
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Talmud Shabbat 88b-89a

1 “The word which He commanded to a thousand generations” 
(Psalms 105:8). According to a tradition, Torah (the word of God) 
was given 1,000 generations after it came to be and 26 generations 
after Adam. Therefore, the remaining 974 generations must have 
preceded the creation of the world.

And Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said: At the time 
that Moses went up on high, the ministering angels 
said before God: Master of the Universe—why is 
there a human-born one among us? God said to 
them: He came to receive Torah. They said before 
God: The hidden object of desire, which has been 
hidden for you 974 generations before the creation 
of the world,1 and you wish to give it to flesh and 
blood? As it was stated: “What is man that you 
have been mindful of him, mortal man that you 
have taken note of him?” (Psalms 8:5). “God our 
Lord, how majestic is your name throughout the 
earth, you who have covered the heavens with 
your splendor” (Psalms 8:2).

ְוָאַמר ַרִבּי יְהֹוֻשַׁע ֶבּן ֵלִוי: ְבָּשָׁעה ֶשָׁעָלה 
מֶֹשׁה ַלָמּרֹום ָאְמרּו ַמְלֲאֵכי ַהָשֵּׁרת ִלְפנֵי 

ַהָקּדֹוׁש ָבּרּוְך הּוא: ִרּבֹונֹו ֶשׁל עֹוָלם, 
ַמה ִלּילּוד ִאָשּׁה ֵבּינֵינּו? ָאַמר ָלֶהן: 

ְלַקֵבּל ּתֹוָרה ָבּא. ָאְמרּו ְלָפנָיו: ֶחְמָדּה 
גְּנּוזָה ֶשׁגְּנּוזָה ָלְך ְתַּשׁע ֵמאֹות ְוִשְׁבִעים 
ְוַאְרָבָּעה ּדֹורֹות קֹוֶדם ֶשׁנְִּבָרא ָהעֹוָלם, 
ַאָתּה ְמַבֵקּׁש ִליְתּנָּה ְלָבָשׂר ָוָדם? ״ָמה 

ֱאנֹוׁש ִכּי ִתזְְכֶּרּנּו ּוֶבן ָאָדם ִכּי ִתְפְקֶדּנּו״? 
״ה׳ ֲאדֹנֵינּו ָמה ַאִדּיר ִשְׁמָך ְבׇּכל ָהָאֶרץ 

ֲאֶשׁר ְתּנָה הֹוְדָך ַעל ַהָשָּׁמיִם״!

A
,

,

The Holy Blessed One said to him: Give them an 
answer! He said before God: I fear that they will 
burn me with the breath of their mouths. God said 
to him: Hold onto my throne of glory and answer 
them. As it was stated, “God causes him to grasp 
the front of the throne, and spreads God's cloud 
over it” (Job 26:9). And Rabbi Nahum said: This 
verse teaches that God spread the radiance of 
God's presence and God's cloud over Moses.”

ָאַמר לֹו ַהָקּדֹוׁש ָבּרּוְך הּוא ְלמֶֹשׁה: 
ַהְחזֵיר ָלֶהן ְתּׁשּוָבה. ָאַמר ְלָפנָיו: ִרּבֹונֹו 
ֶשׁל עֹוָלם, ִמְתיָיֵרא ֲאנִי ֶשָׁמּא יְִשְׂרפּונִי 
ַבֶּהֶבל ֶשְׁבִּפיֶהם. ָאַמר לֹו: ֱאחֹוז ְבִּכֵסּא 

ְכבֹוִדי ַוֲחזֹור ָלֶהן ְתּׁשּוָבה. ֶשׁנֱֶּאַמר: 
״ְמַאֵחז ְפּנֵי ִכֵּסּא ַפְּרֵשׁז ָעָליו ֲענָנֹו״, 

ְוָאַמר ַרִבּי נַחּום: ְמַלֵמּד ֶשֵׁפּיַרׂש ַשַׁדּי 
ִמזִּיו ְשִׁכינָתֹו ַוֲענָנֹו ָעָליו.

B
,

,

Moses said before God: Master of the Universe—
the Torah which you are giving me, what is written 
in it? God said to him: “I am the Lord your God who 
took you out of Egypt” (Exodus 20:2). He (Moses) 
said to them: Did you go down to Egypt? Were 
you enslaved to Pharaoh? Why should Torah be  
for you?

ָאַמר ְלָפנָיו: ִרּבֹונֹו ֶשׁל עֹוָלם, ּתֹוָרה 
ֶשַׁאָתּה נֹוֵתן ִלי ָמה ְכִּתיב ָבּּה? ״ָאנִֹכי ה׳ 
ֱא-ֹלֶהיָך ֲאֶשׁר הֹוֵצאִתיָך ֵמֶאֶרץ ִמְצַריִם״. 

ָאַמר ָלֶהן: ְלִמְצַריִם יְַרְדֶתּם? ְלַפְרעֹה 
ִהְשַׁתְּעַבְּדֶתּם? ּתֹוָרה ָלָמּה ְתֵּהא ָלֶכם!

C,



PEDAGOGY OF PARTNERSHIP
https://www.hadar.org/pedagogy-partnership  |  info@pedagogyofpartnership.org 

Again Moses asked: What else is written in it? “Do 
not take the name of the Lord your God in vain” 
(Exodus 20:7). Moses said to them: Do you conduct 
business with one another that may lead you to 
swear falsely?

ׁשּוב: ָמה ְכִּתיב ָבּּה? ״ֹלא ִתָשּׂא״ — 
ַמָשּׂא ּוַמָתּן יֵׁש ֵבּינֵיֶכם?

F

Again Moses asked: What else is written in it? God 
said to him: “Honor your father and your mother” 
(Exodus 20:12). Moses said to them: Do you have a 
father or a mother?

ׁשּוב: ָמה ְכִּתיב ָבּּה? ״ַכֵּבּד ֶאת ָאִביָך 
ְוֶאת ִאֶמָּך״ — ָאב ָוֵאם יֵׁש ָלֶכם? 

G

They immediately conceded to the Holy Blessed 
One as it is stated: “God our Lord, how glorious 
is Your name in all the earth” (Psalms 8:10), while 
“that Your majesty is placed above the heavens” is 
not written.2

ִמיָּד הֹודּו לֹו ְלַהָקּדֹוׁש ָבּרּוְך הּוא, 
ֶשׁנֱֶּאַמר: ״ה׳ ֲאדֹנֵינּו ָמה ַאִדּיר ִשְׁמָך 

ְוגֹו׳״, ְוִאיּלּו ״ְתּנָה הֹוְדָך ַעל ַהָשָּׁמיִם״ 
ָלא ְכִּתיב.

I

2 Unlike in Psalms 8:2 which we see in section A of this midrash, the 
parallel verse of Psalms 8:10 does not include the phrase "Your 
majesty is placed above the heavens." Rather, it says only, "God 
our Lord, how majestic is Your name throughout the earth!"

Again Moses asked: What else is written in it? God 
said to him: “You shall have no other gods” (Exodus 
20:3). Moses said to them: Do you live among the 
nations who worship idols?

ׁשּוב: ָמה ְכִּתיב ָבּּה? ״ֹלא יְִהיֶה ְלָך 
ֱאֹלִהים ֲאֵחִרים״. ֵבּין ַהּגֹויִם ַאֶתּם 

ְשׁרּויִין, ֶשׁעֹוְבִדין ֲעבֹוָדה זָָרה?

D
,

Again Moses asked: What else is written in it? God 
said to him: “Remember the Shabbat day to sanc-
tify it” (Exodus 20:8). Moses said to them: Do you 
perform labor that you require rest?

ׁשּוב: ָמה ְכִּתיב ָבּּה? ״זָכֹור ֶאת יֹום 
ַהַשָּׁבּת ְלַקְדּׁשֹו״ — ְכּלּום ַאֶתּם עֹוִשׂים 

ְמָלאָכה, ֶשַׁאֶתּם ְצִריִכין ְשׁבּות?

E
,

Again Moses asked: What else is written in it? God 
said to him: “You shall not murder, you shall not 
commit adultery, you shall not steal” (Exodus 20:13) 
Moses said to them: Is there jealousy among you, or 
is there an evil inclination among you?

ׁשּוב: ָמה ְכִּתיב ָבּּה? ״ֹלא ִתְּרָצח״, ״ֹלא 
גְנֹב״. ִקנְָאה יֵׁש ֵבּינֵיֶכם?  ִתּנְָאף״, ״ֹלא ִתּ

יֵֶצר ָהָרע יֵׁש ֵבּינֵיֶכם?

H,
,

,

,
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Havruta Text Study Guide 
for Talmud Shabbat 88b-89a

Together with your havruta, follow these steps and enjoy.

Introducing the Partners
  1  Greet your partner.

  2  One of you read the text aloud in the language of your choosing. 

Zoom In
  3  Individually, take a minute to read through the text from the beginning (section A) on 

your own and notice 2-3 details in the text that stand out to you. 

  4  Take turns sharing details you noticed, alternating who is sharing each detail. Discuss 
each detail’s possible significance. Why did it stand out to you? What could it mean? 

   In your discussion, remember to use prompts such as “Tell me more…Tell me more…” to draw out your 
partner’s ideas and to keep the text in your conversation.

Zoom Out
  5  Now that you have spent some time noticing particular details of the text, consider the 

text as a whole. Discuss: What do you think this text is trying to teach? 

   If it helps you, you may consider the following questions:
    • How do you understand the angels' objection?
    • How do you understand Moses's response?
    • How do you understand God's role in this interaction?

   The question, "What do you think this text is trying to teach?" invites many plausable 
answers and the partners need not agree. Help one another articulate your ideas and 
ground your ideas in evidence using the prompts, such as, “Where do you see that in  Where do you see that in  
the text?the text?” You may want to challenge yourselves to come up with more than one 
idea about what this text is trying to teach. Ask yourselves, "Is there another way of  Is there another way of  
understanding this?understanding this?"

Personalization
  6  As we approach the holiday of Shavuot, known as the "Time of the Giving of the To-

rah," how does this text help you think about your own relationship with Torah? Does 
it resonate with you, challenge you, raise a new idea or question? Take turns sharing 
with your partner.

Appreciation
  7  Each of you share one thing you appreciated about learning with your partner. 

At PoP we believe “how we learn is what we learn” and Shavuot, with its celebration of the giving of 
the Torah, just might be the holiday that reflects this idea most vibrantly. Our tradition tells us many 
riveting recountings that report not just that the Torah was given to Moshe but how the process 
unfolded. In this study guide, you will find one such recounting from the Talmud, accompanied by 
a PoP study guide that sets the stage for you on your own or together with others, to have a learning 
experience imbued with the same exhilaration found in the story told in the recounting itself. 


