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BETWEEN MEMORY AND ANTICIPATION
An Exploration of Psalm 126
R. Shai Held

3VDOP�΄΅Ή
A song of ascents.
When God restored the fortunes of Zion—we were like those who dream—
RXU�PRXWKV�ZHUH�ȴOOHG�ZLWK�ODXJKWHU��RXU�WRQJXHV��ZLWK�VRQJV�RI�MR\��
Then they said among the nations, “God has done great things for them!” 
God has done great things for us and we rejoiced. 
Restore our fortunes, God, like watercourses in the Negeb. 
They who sow in tears shall reap with songs of joy. 
7KRXJK�KH�JRHV�DORQJ�ZHHSLQJ��FDUU\LQJ�WKH�VHHG�EDJ��
he shall come back with songs of joy, carrying his sheaves.

תהלים קכו
יר הַמַּעֲלותֹ  שִׁ

יבַת ציִוּןֹ הָייִנוּ כחְּלֹמְִים:  בְּשׁובּ ה' אֶת־שִׁ

חוקֹ פִּינוּ ולּשְׁונֹנֵוּ רנִהָּ  ְׂ אָז ימִָּלֵא ש

יל ה' לַעֲשוׂתֹ עִם־אֵלהֶּ:  ִּ אָז יאֹמְרוּ בַגוּיֹםִ הִגדְ

מֵחִים:  ְׂ יל ה' לַעֲשוׂתֹ עִמָּנוּ הָייִנוּ ש ִּ הִגדְ

בִיתֵנוּ] כאֲַּפִיקִים בַּנגֶּבֶ:  שׁובָּה ה' אֶת־[שְׁ

הַזרֹּעְִים בְּדִמְעָה בְּרנִהָּ יקְִצרֹוּ: 

ך־ְהַזרָּעַ  ֵׂא מֶשֶׁ הָלוךְֹ ילֵךְֵ  ובָּכהֹ נשֹ

ֵׂא אֲלֻמּתָֹיו: באֹּ־יבָאֹ בְרנִהָּ נשֹ
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5HDG�WKLV�ZD\��WKH�SVDOP�JLYHV�VXE�
WOH� H[SUHVVLRQ� WR� WKH� SDLQ� RI� ZDLWLQJ��
EXW� LW� LV� IXQGDPHQWDOO\� KRSHIXO� DQG�
HYHQ�RSWLPLVWLF��*RG�ZLOO� LQGHHG�ȴQLVK�
ZKDW� *RG� KDV� VWDUWHG�� 7KLV� PD\� ZHOO�
KDYH�EHHQ�KRZ�WKH�SVDOP�ZDV�RULJLQDO�
O\�LQWHQGHG�DQG�XQGHUVWRRG��

%XW�WKHUH�LV�DQRWKHU��YHU\�GL΍HUHQW�
ZD\� RI� KHDULQJ� WKH� WH[W� WRR�� RQH� WKDW�
SHUKDSV� JURZV�PRUH� UHVRQDQW� GXULQJ�
WLPHV� ZKHQ� WKH� ZRUOG� VHHPV� SUR�
IRXQGO\�EURNHQ�DQG�UHGHPSWLRQ�VHHPV�
LPSRVVLEO\� IDU� DZD\�Έ� :H� DUH� IRUFHG�
WR� OLYH� LQ� WKH� VHHPLQJO\� LQWHUPLQDEOH�
JDS�EHWZHHQ�*RGȇV�SDVW� LQWHUYHQWLRQV�
DQG�*RGȇV�IXWXUH�RQHV��$QG�OLIH�LQ�WKDW�
JDSȃRU�FKDVPȃLV�LQWHQVHO\�SDLQIXO���

5HDG� WKLV� ZD\�� WKH� VHFRQG� KDOI� RI�
WKH�SVDOP�LV�VWLOO�KRSHIXO��EXW�LW� LV�DOVR�
SODLQWLYH�DQG�ZHDU\�

7KH� H[KDXVWLRQ� LV� UHDO�� VR� PXFK�
ZDLWLQJ�LV�DVNHG�RI�XV��VR�PXFK�OLYLQJ�LQ�
WKH�SHUSHWXDO�QRW�\HW��%XW�ZHDULQHVV�LV�
QRW�HTXLYDOHQW�WR�GHVSDLU��*RG�KDV�DFW�
HG�LQ�WKH�SDVW��-XVW�ZKHQ�WKLQJV�VHHPHG�
GDUNHVW��*RG�EURXJKW�JOLPPHUV�RI�OLJKW��
$QG�KDUG�DV�LW�FDQ�EH�IRU�VR�PDQ\�RI�XV�
WR� EHOLHYH�� WKH� SVDOP� UHPLQGV� XVȃLQ�
VLVWHQWO\�DQG�MR\IXOO\ȃWKDW�*RG�ZLOO�DFW�
VLPLODUO\�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH�

'XULQJ� WKH� IHVWLYDO� RI� 3HVDh�� ZH�
UHFDOOȃDQG� PRUH� LPSRUWDQWO\�� ZH� UH�
HQDFWȃWKH� ([RGXV� IURP� (J\SW�� -XVW�
ZKHQ� LW� VHHPHG� WKDW� WKH� ΖVUDHOLWHV�
ZHUH� GHVWLQHG� WR� EH� VODYHV� IRUHYHU��
*RG� LQWHUYHQHG� WR� OLEHUDWH� WKHP�� DQG�
*RG�EURXJKW�WKH�(J\SWLDQ�HPSLUH�WR�LWV�
NQHHV���

:H� OLYH� LQ� D� YHU\� GL΍HUHQW� ZRUOG��
7KH� -HZLVK� SHRSOH� DUH�� IRU� WKH� PRVW�
SDUW�� QRW� RSSUHVVHGȃWKRXJK� WKHUH� LV�
QR�ODFN�RI�SHRSOH�ZKR�KDWH�XV�DQG�ZLVK�
XV�LOO��%XW�WKH�ZRUOG�DV�D�ZKROH��DQG�WKH�
FRXQWU\�LQ�ZKLFK�Ζ�ZULWH��VHHP�XQEHDU�
DEO\� EURNHQ�� 5HGHPSWLRQ� VHHPV� HYHU�
VR�IDU�DZD\���

3HVDh�DQG�3VDOP�΄΅Ή��KRZHYHU��UH�
PLQG� XV�� WKH� VWDWXV� TXR� QHHG� QRW� EH�
WKH�ȴQDO�ZRUG��5HDGHUV�ZLOO�KDYH�YHU\�
GL΍HUHQW�SHUVSHFWLYHV�RQ�ZKDW�LW�ZRXOG�
PHDQ� IRU� *RG� WR� LQWHUYHQH�� WR� FRP�
SOHWH�ZKDW�*RG�EHJDQ� ORQJ�DJR��DQG�Ζ�
ZLOO�QRW�SUHWHQG�WR�UHVROYH�WKRVH�WKHR�
ORJLFDO� GHEDWHV� KHUH�� ΖQ DQ\� FDVH�� ZH�
DUH�WDVNHG�ZLWK�KROGLQJ�IDVW� WR�RQH�RI�
WKH�IXQGDPHQWDO�PHVVDJHV�RI�WKH�([R�
GXV��WKDW�WKH�GDUNHVW�WLPHV�QHHG�QRW�JR�

5� ΖQGHHG��RYHU�WKH�FRXUVH�RI�-HZLVK�KLVWRU\��DV�PHPRULHV�RI�UHGHPSWLRQ�JUHZ�GLPPHU�DQG�UHFHGHG�LQWR�WKH�PLVWV�RI�WLPH��GHYRXW�-HZV�QR�GRXEW�
H[SHULHQFHG�DFXWH�GLVDSSRLQWPHQW�DQG�HYHQ�KHDUWEUHDN��ΖQ�WKH�SDVW��ZKHQ�ZH�ZHUH�VXEGXHG�DQG�GRZQWURGGHQ��PDQ\�OLNHO\�IHOW��*RG�UHGHHPHG�
XV��EXW�QRZ�H[LOH�VHHPV�RQO\�WR�JR�RQ�DQG�RQ�

6� -DPHV�/��0D\V��Psalms��/RXLVYLOOH��-RKQ�.QR[�3UHVV���������S������

RQ�IRUHYHU��-XVW�DV�ZH�ZHUH�UHGHHPHG�
RQFH��VR�VKDOO�ZH�EH�UHGHHPHG�DJDLQ�

7R� OLYH� ZLWK� *RG� LV� WR� OLYH� LQ� WKH�
VSDFH� EHWZHHQ� WKH� ȴUVW� WKUHH� YHUVHV�
RI� WKLV� SVDOP� DQG� WKH� ODVW� WKUHH�� :H�
UHPHPEHU�ZKDW�*RG�KDV�GRQH� LQ� WKH�
SDVW��DQG�ZH�ORQJ�IRU�ZKDW�*RG�ZLOO�\HW�
GR�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH��ZH�OLYH�EHWZHHQ�PHP�
RU\�DQG�KRSH��7KH�VSLULWXDO�OLIH�LV��WR�QR�
VPDOO� H[WHQW�� DERXW� HPEUDFLQJ� ERWK�
ȊMR\�UHPHPEHUHG�DQG�MR\�DQWLFLSDWHG�ȋΉ 
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