
:RPHQȇV�ZRPEV�OLH�DW�WKH�KHDUW�RI�WKH�
([RGXV�

7KH\� DUH� D� VRXUFH� RI� IHDU� DQG� UH�
SXJQDQFH��WHUULI\LQJ�WKH�(J\SWLDQV�ZLWK�
WKHLU� UHSURGXFWLYH� FDSDFLW\� DQG� WKH�
GHPRJUDSKLF� LPSOLFDWLRQV� WKH\� FDU�
U\� ZLWKLQ� WKHP�� 7KH\� DUH� D� VRXUFH� RI�
ELUWK�� DQG�PRXUQLQJ�� DQG� ORVV�� DV� WKH�
EDE\�ER\V�WKH\�QXUWXUH�IRU�PRQWKV�DUH�
WRVVHG�� OLNH�\HVWHUGD\ȇV� WUDVK�� LQWR� WKH�
1LOH��7KH\�DUH��LQ�0RVKHȇV�ELUWK��WKH�EH�
JLQQLQJ�RI�WKH�UHGHPSWLRQ�

7KH� VWRU\� RI� WKH� -HZLVK� SHRSOH� LQ�
(J\SW�EHJLQV�ZLWK�VKHHU�QXPEHUV�

שמות א:ז
רצְוּ ויַרִּבְוּּ ויַעַַּצמְוּ  ראֵָל פָּרוּ ויַשְִּׁ ְׂ ובְּניֵ ישִ

�מָּלֵא הָאָרץֶ אתָֹם במְִּאדֹ מְאדֹ ותִַּ

6KHPRW�΄�Ί
But the Israelites were fertile 
DQG�SUROLȴF��WKH\�PXOWLSOLHG�DQG�
increased very greatly, so that the 
ODQG�ZDV�ȴOOHG�ZLWK�WKHP�

:RPEV� EHFRPH�� LQ� WKLV� WHOOLQJ� RI� WKH�
VWRU\��WKH�NH\�WR�ERWK�WKH�HQVODYHPHQW�
DQG�WKH�VDOYDWLRQ�RI�WKH�-HZLVK�SHRSOH��
ΖW� LV� WKH� PLUDFXORXV� UHSURGXFWLYH� FD�
SDFLW\� RI� WKHVH� RUJDQV� WKDW� DOORZ� WKH�
-HZLVK� SHRSOH� WR� VXUYLYH� GHVSLWH� WKH�
(J\SWLDQV�EHVW�DWWHPSWV� WR�TXHOO� WKHLU�
JURZWK�

שמות א:יב
ֶּה וכְןֵ יפְִרץֹ  וכְאֲַשֶׁר יעְַנוּּ אתֹוֹ כןֵּ ירִבְ

 �ראֵָל ְׂ ויַקָֻּצוּ מִפְּניֵ בְּניֵ ישִ

6KHPRW�΄�΄΅
But the more they were op�
pressed, the more they increased 
and spread out, so that [the 
Egyptians] came to dread the 
Israelites.

%XW� ZRPEV� DUH� QRW� ZRPHQ�� 7KH� ȴUVW�
FKDSWHU�RI�6KHPRW�WUHDWV�ZRPHQ�VLP�
SO\� DV� IDFHOHVV� FDUULHUV� RI� EDELHV�� DO�
PRVW� DQLPDO�OLNH� LQ� WKHLU� UHGXFWLRQ�
WR� DJHQWV� RI� UHSURGXFWLRQ�� ΖQGHHG��
0LGUDVK� 7DQhXPD� �6KHPRW� Έ�� SLFNV�

ָׂר 1 ניֵם עשָ ָה בכְּרֶסֶ אֶחָת. ויְשֵׁ אומְֹריִם: שְׁ שּׁ �DQQDL�VD\V>�����5רבַיִּ ינַאַּי אומֵֹר: כלָּ אַחַת ואְַחַת יולֶֹדֶת שִׁ�(DFK�DQG�HYHU\�RQH�JDYH�ELUWK�WR�VL[�DW�RQH�WLPH�>OLW��LQ�RQH�
EHOO\@��$QG�VRPH�VD\�WZHOYHȐ�

2� 0LGUDVK�$JJDGDK�LV�D�PHGLHYDO�)UHQFK�FROOHFWLRQ�RI�midrash�RQ�WKH�7RUDK��SXEOLVKHG�E\�6RORPRQ�%XEHU�LQ�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\�

XS� RQ� WKH� DQLPDO�OLNH� LPDJHU\� RI 
�וישרצו �OLWHUDOO\�� ȊWKH\� VZDUPHGȋ�� DQG�
SURSRVHV� WKDW� WKH� ΖVUDHOLWH� ZRPHQ�
JDYH�ELUWK�WR�EDELHV�LQ�OLWWHUV�RI�VL[��RU�
HYHQ� WZHOYH�΄�:KLOH� *RG� DFWV� WKURXJK�
WKHP�� DOORZLQJ� WKH� -HZLVK� SHRSOH� WR�
WKULYH� GHVSLWH� WKHLU� RSSUHVVLRQ�� LW� LV�
WKH�ERGLHV�DQG�RUJDQV�RI�WKHVH�ZRPHQ�
WKDW�IRVWHU�WKH�PLUDFOH��QRW�WKHLU�KHDUWV�
DQG�PLQGV�

&KDSWHU� WZR�� KRZHYHU�� EHJLQV� WR�
KLQW�DW�D�GL΍HUHQW�VWRU\�

שמות ב:א-ב
ח אֶת־בַּת־ ויַלֵּךְֶ אִישׁ מִבֵּית לוֵיִ ויַקִַּּ

ראֶ אתֹוֹ  לֶד בֵּן ותֵַּ ָה ותֵַּ הַר הָאִשּׁ לוֵיִ� ותַַּ
�לשָֹׁה ירְחִָים צפְְּנהֵוּ שְׁ כיִּ־טובֹ הואּ ותִַּ

6KHPRW�΅�΄�΅
A certain man of the house of Levi 
went and took a woman of Levi. 
The woman conceived and bore a 
son, and when she saw how good 
he was, she hid him for three 
months.

:KHUHDV� LQ� FKDSWHU� RQH� WKH� VWRU\� RI�
WKH�-HZLVK�SHRSOH�LV�WROG�LQ�WHUPV�RI�WKH�
QDWLRQ� DV� D�ZKROH�� FKDSWHU� WZR� LV� WKH�
VWRU\�RI�D�SDUWLFXODU�IDPLO\��DQG��PRUH�
VSHFLȴFDOO\��D�SDUWLFXODU�PDQ�DQG�ZRP�
DQ��ΖQ�WKLV�VWRU\��SUHJQDQF\�LV�QRW�D�JHQ�
HUDO�SURFHVV� WKDW� OHDGV� WR� WKH�ELUWK�RI�
PDVVHV�RI�FKLOGUHQ� LQ�D�VLQJOH� LQVWDQW��
ΖQVWHDG��LW�LV�WKH�VWRU\�RI�D�VLQJOH�ZRP�
DQ�ZKR�FRQFHLYHV��DQG�LV�SUHJQDQW��DQG�
WKHQ� JLYHV� ELUWK� WR� D� VLQJOH� FKLOG�� DQG�
KHU� UHVSRQVH� WR� WKRVH� HYHQWV�� ΖQ� WKLV�
WHOOLQJ� RI� WKH� VWRU\�� LW� LV� QRW� RQO\� WKH�
SURGXFWLRQ�RI�D�FKLOG�WKDW�PDWWHUV��EXW�
WKH�ZD\�WKLV�ZRPDQ�UHODWHV�WR�WKDW�SUR�
GXFWLRQ��KHU�UHVSRQVH�WR�KHU�FKLOG�DQG�
KHU�DWWHPSWV�WR�VDYH�KLP�

A midrash�� WDNLQJ� LWV� FXH� IURP� WKH�
VKLIW� WR� WKH� VSHFLȴF� DQG� SHUVRQDO� LQ�
FKDSWHU� WZR��R΍HUV�DQ�DFFRXQW�RI� WKLV�
QDPHOHVV� ZRPDQȇV� FRQFHSWLRQ�� SUHJ�
QDQF\��DQG�ELUWK�

מדרש אגדה שמות ב:א
וילך איש מבית לוי וגו'. ולאנה 

הלך, מלמד שהלך בעצת בתו, לפי 
שעמרם גדול הדור היה, כיון שראה 

גזירת פרעה הרשע אמר לשוא 
אנו עמלים, עמד וגירש את אשתו, 

ועמדו כולם וגרשו את נשותיהם, 
אמרה לו בתו אבא גזירתך קשה 
מגזרת פרעה הרשע, פרעה לא 

גזר אלא על הזכרים, ואתה גזרת 
על הזכרים ועל הנקבות, פרעה לא 
גזר אלא בעולם הזה, ואתה [גזרית] 

בעולם הזה ובבאȐ מיד עמד והחזיר 
את אשתו, עמדו כולם והחזירו את 

נשותיהם. 

ולמה אמר ויקח ויחזיר מיבעי 
ליה, אלא מלמד שעשה לה מעשה 

ליקוחין, הושיבה באפריון, ואהרן 
ומרים מרקדין לפניה, ומלאכי 

השרת אומרים "אם הבנים שמחה" 
(תהלים קיג:ט).

0LGUDVK�$JJDGDK�6KHPRW�΅�΄΅
“A certain man of the House of 
Levi went…” And where did he 
go? This teaches that he went 
on the advice of his daughter. 
Since Amram was the leader of 
the generation, when he heard 
of Pharaoh’s evil decree, he said: 
We toil for nothing. Immediately 
he divorced his wife, and all the 
rest of the Jews divorced as well. 
+LV�GDXJKWHU�VDLG�WR�KLP��)DWKHU��
your decree is more severe than 
Pharaoh’s. Pharaoh only de�
creed against the boys, while you 
decreed against the girls as well. 
Pharaoh’s decree only applies 
to this world, but your [decree] 
applies to the next world as well… 
Immediately, he went and remar�
ried his wife, and all the others 
remarried as well.
Why then does it say, “he took”? 
It should say, “he brought back 
[i.e., remarried]”! This teaches 
that he behaved in the manner 
RI�D�ȴUVW�PDUULDJH��+H�SODFHG�KHU�
on a palanquin, and Aharon and 
Miriam danced before her, and 
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the angels said: “The mother of 
FKLOGUHQ�UHMRLFHV�ȋ��3VDOP�΄΄Ά�Ό��

7KLV� midrash� QRWLFHV� WKH� MX[WDSRVL�
WLRQ�EHWZHHQ�3KDUDRKȇV�GHFUHH� WKDW�
DOO� EDE\� ER\V� PXVW� EH� GURZQHG� LQ�
WKH�1LOH�LQ�WKH�ȴQDO�YHUVH�RI�FKDSWHU�
RQH�� DQG� WKH� PDUULDJH� RI� 0RVKHȇV�
VRRQ�WR�EH�SDUHQWV�LQ�WKH�ȴUVW�YHUVH�
RI� FKDSWHU� WZR��$VVXPLQJ�D� OLQN�EH�
WZHHQ� WKH� WZR� HYHQWV�� WKH� midrash 
DVVHUWV�WKDW�WKLV�LV�QRW�VLPSO\�D�PDU�
ULDJH��EXW�D�UHPDUULDJH��RQH�WKDW�IRO�
ORZV�WKH�GHFLVLRQ�WR�GLYRUFH�WR�DYRLG�
EULQJLQJ�FKLOGUHQ�LQWR�WKH�ZRUOG�RQO\�
WR�VHH�WKHP�GLH��

:KLOH� LW� LV� WHPSWLQJ� WR� MXPS� WR�
WKH�KDSS\�HQGLQJ�RI�WKH�midrash�ZLWK�
LWV� FHOHEUDWLRQ� RI� WKH� UHPDUULDJH� RI�
0RVKHȇV� SDUHQWV�� LW� LV� LPSRUWDQW� WR�
QRWLFH� WKDW� WKH�midrash� EHJLQV�ZLWK�
D� FKRLFH�� ΖQ� D� ZRUOG� GHWHUPLQHG� WR�
PDNH�WKHP�SRZHUOHVV��0RVKHȇV�SDU�
HQWV�PDNH�D�FKRLFH�WR�VHSDUDWH��7KHLU�
RQO\�SRZHU�LQ�WKLV�PRPHQW�LV�WR�GH�
FLGH�ZKHWKHU�RU�QRW�WR�EULQJ�FKLOGUHQ�
LQWR�WKH�ZRUOG�� ΖQ�ZKDW�VHHPV�WR�EH�
D� GHFLVLRQ� DFFRPSDQLHG� E\� JUHDW�
VDGQHVV��WKH\�GHFLGH�WR�SURWHFW�WKHLU�
IXWXUH�FKLOGUHQ� LQ�WKH�EHVW�ZD\�WKH\�
NQRZ� KRZ�� E\� DYRLGLQJ� WKHLU� H[LV�
WHQFH�DOWRJHWKHU��7KH�midrash�DVVHUWV�
WKDW�$PUDPȇV�FDOFXOXV�LV�VNHZHG��EXW�
LW�DOVR�JRHV�EH\RQG�WKDW��DQG�LQ�UHF�
RJQL]LQJ�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�D�FKRLFH�WR�EH�
PDGH�� LW� FKDQJHV� 0RVKHȇV� SDUHQWV�
IURP� REMHFWV�� DFWHG� XSRQ� E\� IRUF�
HV�EH\RQG�WKHLU�FRQWURO�� WR�VXEMHFWV��
H[HUFLVLQJ�WKH�VPDOO�UDQJH�RI�FRQWURO�
WKH\� VWLOO� KDYH� LQ� WKH� EHVW�ZD\� WKH\�
NQRZ�KRZ��

7KLV�midrash� LV� RIWHQ� UHDG�DV� DQ�
XQFRPSOLFDWHG� FHOHEUDWLRQ� RI� QD�
WDOLVP�� GHPDQGLQJ� WKH� ZLOOLQJQHVV�
WR� FRQFHLYH�DQG�JLYH�ELUWK�XQGHU�DOO�
FLUFXPVWDQFHV��DUJXLQJ�WKDW�ELUWK��UH�
JDUGOHVV�RI�KRZ�ORQJ�RU�XQGHU�ZKDW�
FLUFXPVWDQFHV�D�FKLOG�PD\�OLYH��LV�DO�
ZD\V�EHWWHU�WKDQ�LWV�DEVHQFH��%XW��LQ�
GUDZLQJ�RXU�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�WKH�FKRLFHV�
VWLOO�DYDLODEOH�WR�0RVKHȇV�SDUHQWV��WKLV�
midrash�R΍HUV�DQRWKHU�UHDGLQJ��RQH�
WKDW� LV� QRW� VLPSO\� DERXW� WKH� LPSRU�
WDQFH� RI� FKLOGELUWK�� EXW� WKH� LPSRU�
WDQFH� RI� FKRLFH� DQG� GLJQLW\� LQ� WKDW�
SURFHVV��

0RVKHȇV� SDUHQWV� DUH� QRW� VLPSO\�
DFWHG� XSRQ�� 0RVKHȇV� PRWKHU� LV� QRW�
D�SDZQ�LQ�WKH�GHPRJUDSKLF�ZDU�EH�
WZHHQ�3KDUDRK�DQG�*RG��6KH� LV�QRW�
SULPDULO\� WKH�RZQHU�RI�D�ZRPE�DQG�
FDUULHU�RI�D�FKLOG��ΖQVWHDG��VKH�LV�D�KX�
PDQ� EHLQJ� ZKRVH� DELOLW\� WR� FKRRVH�

WR�KDYH�D�FKLOG�RU�QRW�LQ�WKLV�PRPHQW�
RI�SHUVHFXWLRQ�LV�YLWDO�WR�KHU�SHUVRQ�
KRRG��ΖQ�LWV�LOOXVWUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�FLUFXP�
VWDQFHV� RI� 0RVKHȇV� FRQFHSWLRQ�� WKH�
midrash� LQVLVWV� WKDW� LW� LV� QRW� VLPSO\�
KLV�ELUWK�WKDW�PDWWHUV��EXW�WKH�FKRLFH�
WKDW� KLV� SDUHQWV� PDNH� WR� FRQFHLYH�
KLP��ΖW� LV�QRW�VLPSO\�WKH�SK\VLFDO�DFW�
RI� ELUWK� WKDW� XVKHUV� LQ� WKH� UHGHPS�
WLRQ�� EXW� ELUWK� DFFRPSDQLHG� E\� WKH�
OLIH�DɝUPLQJ�DFW� RI� FKRLFH� DQG� IHHO�
LQJV�RI�KRSH�

7KH� MRXUQH\� WR� IUHHGRP�� LQ� WKH�
VHFRQG�FKDSWHU�RI�6KHPRW�DQG�LQ�WKLV�
midrash�� LV� PDGH� SRVVLEOH� WKURXJK�
FKRLFH�� ΖQ� WKH� IDFH� RI� D� ZRUOG� WKDW�
VHHV�KHU�LQ�WHUPV�RI�LWV�QHHG�WR�IRVWHU�
RU�VXSSUHVV�KHU�DELOLW\�WR�UHSURGXFH��
D� ZRPDQ� FKRRVHV� WR� HPEUDFH� WKH�
SRVVLELOLW\� RI� KRSH�� ΖQ� WKH� IDFH� RI� D�
ZRUOG�WKDW�GHPDQGV�KHU�DOOHJLDQFH�WR�
KHU�IDWKHUȇV�FUXHO�UHJLPH��D�SULQFHVV�
PDNHV� WKH� GHFLVLRQ� WR� FDUH�� ΖQ� WKH�
IDFH� RI� D� ZRUOG� WKDW� GHPDQGV� WKDW�
KH� ORRN� DZD\� IURP� WKH� SHUVHFXWLRQ�
RI�KLV�EURWKHUV�� WKH�EDE\� WKDW� WKRVH�
WZR�ZRPHQ�FRQVSLUHG�WR�VDYH�WXUQV�
WR�ORRN��DQG�LQ�GRLQJ�VR��EHFRPHV�WKH�
PDQ�ZKR�ZLOO�VDYH�D�SHRSOH��
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