
7KH� ΖVUDHOLWHV� GLGQȇW� MXVW� VLQJ� after 
WKHLU� VDOYDWLRQ� DW� WKH� 6HD� RI� 5HHGV��
They actually sang before� WKH\�ZHUH�
VDYHG��:LWK�D�SXUVXLQJ�DUP\�FORVLQJ�
LQ�EHKLQG� WKHP�DQG�D�ZDOO�RI�ZDWHU�
EHIRUH�WKHP��WKH\�QRQHWKHOHVV�VDQJ�

ΖQ� WKH� %RRN� RI� ([RGXV�� DIWHU� ZH�
read about the miraculous parting of 
WKH�6HD�DQG�WKH�ΖVUDHOLWHVȇ�ZLWQHVVLQJ�
RI�*RGȇV�DZHVRPH�SRZHU��WKH�7RUDK�
WHOO�XV�

שמות טו:א
ראֵָל אֶת־ ְׂ יר־משֶֹׁה ובְּניֵ ישִ אָז ישִָׁ
ירהָ הַזאֹּת להַ' ויַאֹּמְרוּ לֵאמרֹ ִ  הַשּׁ

ירהָ להַ' כיִּ־גאָהֹ גאָָּה סוסּ  אָשִׁ
 ורְכֹבְוֹ רמָָה בַיםָּ:

([RGXV�΄Έ�΄
Then Moses and the Israelites 
sang this song to God. They 
said: I will sing to God, for God 
has triumphed gloriously; horse 
and driver He has hurled into 
the sea.

7KHUH� DUH� WZR� XVHV� RI� WKH� IXWXUH�
tense that are out of place in this 
YHUVH��)LUVW��WKH�7RUDK�EULQJV�WRJHWK-
HU�SDVW�WHQVH�DQG�IXWXUH�WHQVH�ZKHQ�
UHIHUULQJ�WR�0RVKHȇV�VRQJ��ZULWLQJ�Ȋaz 
�� WKHQ�ȋ� ZKLFK� ZRXOG� QDWXUDOO\� LQGL-
FDWH� SDVW� WHQVH�� IROORZHG� E\� Ȋyashir 
- he will�VLQJ�ȋ� LQ�WKH�IXWXUH��6HFRQG��
the Israelites declare together in the 
IXWXUH� WHQVH�� Ȋashirah� �� Ζ� ZLOO� VLQJ�ȋ�
*HQHUDOO\��ZH�JORVV�RYHU�WKHVH�XQH[-
plained uses of the future tense and 
DVVXPH� WKDW�� LQ�SRHWLF� IRUP�� LW� UHDO-
O\�PHDQV� WR� LQGLFDWH� SUHVHQW� WHQVH��
in the moment after they crossed 
WKH�6HD�DQG�ZLWQHVVHG�*RGȇV�VDYLQJ�
SRZHU��WKH�ΖVUDHOLWHV�EXUVW�IRUWK�LQWR�
VRQJ�

1� .HGXVKDW�/HYL��3DUDVKDW�%H6KDOODh�
2� 6HH�WKH�VWRU\�LQ�7DOPXG�%DYOL�6RWDK���D�
3� .HGXVKDW�/HYL��3DUDVKDW�%H6KDOODh�
4 Rabbi Shapira derives this idea from Rabbi HD\\LP�9LWDO�LQ�6KDȇDU�+D�.HGXVKDK�

7KH� ΄΋th century commentator Rab-
EL� /HYL� <LW]hDN� RI� %HUGLWFKHY� R΍HUV�
DQRWKHU� H[SODQDWLRQ�� +H� VXJJHVWV�
WKDW�� LQ� IDFW�� WKH� ΖVUDHOLWHV�VDQJ�Ȋaz - 

WKHQ�ȋ� WKDW� LV��DW�VRPH�RWKHU�WLPH� LQ�
WKH� SDVW�� Ȋ7KHQȋȃZKLOH� WKH\� ZHUH�
VWLOO�WUDSSHG�EHWZHHQ�D�ZDUULQJ�DUP\�
DQG�ZDWHU��ZLWK� WKH� (J\SWLDQV� FRP-
LQJ�XS�EHKLQG� WKHP�� Ȋ7KHQȋȃLQ� WKH�
PLGVW� RI� WKHLU� VX΍HULQJ�� WKH\� FULHG�
RXW��Ȋashirah���Ζ�ZLOO�VLQJ�ȋ�7KH\�ZHUH�
VR�FHUWDLQ�RI� WKHLU�FRPLQJ�VDOYDWLRQ��
of their ability to sing God’s praises 
LQ� WKH� IXWXUH�� WKDW� WKH\� ZHUH� DEOH�
to sing “az� ��WKHQ�ȋ�HYHQ�LQ�WKH�GDUN-
QHVV�΄ Just as NahVKRQ�EHQ�$PLQDGDY�
EROGO\�MXPSHG�LQWR�WKH�ZDWHUV�EHIRUH�
WKH\�VSOLW��FRQȴGHQW�WKDW�*RG�ZRXOG�
SURYLGH�D�ZD\�IRUZDUG�΅�VR��WRR��VD\V�
5DEEL�/HYL�<LW]hDN��WKH�ΖVUDHOLWHV�ȊEH-
OLHYHG� ZLWK� FHUWDLQW\� WKDW� WKH� +RO\�
2QH�ZRXOG�SHUIRUP� IRU� WKHP�D� VDO-
YDWLRQ��DQG�LW�URVH�XS�LQ�WKHLU�KHDUWV�
immediately to sing even before the 
VDOYDWLRQ�ȋΆ

:KLOH�XVXDOO\�ZH�WKLQN�RI�6KLUDW�+D�
<DP��WKH�6RQJ�RI�WKH�6HD��DV�D�VRQJ�
expressing great relief and gratitude 
DIWHU�EHLQJ�VDYHG�E\�*RG��LW�EHFRPHV�
a testament to the immensity of the 
Israelites’ faith through the lens of 
WKH�.HGXVKDW�/HYL��(YHQ�EHIRUH�WKH\�
KDG� EHHQ� VDYHG�� HYHQ� ZLWK� FHUWDLQ�
death behind them and no path be-
IRUH�WKHPȃVWLOO��WKH\�VDQJ�

2Q�WKH�RQH�KDQG��ΖȇP�DZHG�E\�WKH�
IDLWK� RI� WKH� ΖVUDHOLWHV�� 6R� DXGDFLRXV�
ZHUH� WKH\� WR�EXUVW� RXW� LQ� VRQJ� LQ� D�
PRPHQW� RI� GDQJHU� DQG� GRXEW�� 2Q�
WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��WKH\�VHW�DQ�LPSRVVL-
EOH�EDU�IRU�WKH�UHVW�RI�XV��&DQ�ZH�UH-
ally be expected to be like the Israel-
LWHV��VLQJLQJ�LQ�GDUNQHVV��ȴQGLQJ�VRQJ�
LQ�WKH�PLGVW�RI�VX΍HULQJ"

2Q�WKLV�WKHPH��5DEEL�.DORQ\PRV�
.DOPDQ� 6KDSLUD�� ZULWLQJ� IURP� WKH�
:DUVDZ� *KHWWR� LQ� ΄Ό·΅�� FRQQHFWV�
VLQJLQJ� WR� SURSKHF\�� +H� WHDFKHV�
WKDW�� LQ�RUGHU�WR�VLQJ�DERXW�D�IXWXUH�
VWDWH�RI�VDOYDWLRQ��RQH�PXVW�EH�DEOH�
WR� DFKLHYH� D� OHYHO� RI� SURSKHF\�� DQ�
ability to see through the darkness 
DQG�EURNHQQHVV��DQG�YLVXDOL]H�VDOYD-
WLRQ��<HW�ZH�FDQ�RQO\�SURSKHV\�IURP�
D�SODFH�RI�MR\�·�:KHQ�ZH�DUH�GHHS�LQ�
VDGQHVV�� LW� LV� LPSRVVLEOH� WR� LPDJLQH�
D�EHWWHU� IXWXUH��$QG�WKHUHLQ� OLHV� WKH�
SUREOHP��+RZ�FDQ�ZH�VLQJ�DERXW�RXU�
IXWXUH� VDOYDWLRQ"� +RZ� FDQ� ZH� WDS�
LQWR�D�VWDWH�RI�SURSKHF\�ZKHQ�ZH�DUH�
LQ�WKH�PLGVW�RI�VX΍HULQJ�DQG�EURNHQ-
QHVV"� 5DEEL� 6KDSLUD� DGGUHVVHV� WKLV�
TXHVWLRQ�

אש קודש פרשת בשלח תש"ב
 כי לזמר צריכים שמתוך נפשו

 ולבו יזמר מעצמו ואפילו הנביא
 שאחד מתנאיו הי' שיהי' בשמחה

גם בשעת יסורים...

SINGING IN THE DARKNESS
The Audacity of Faith
Rabbi Avi Strausberg

CAN WE REALLY 
BE EXPECTED 

TO BE LIKE THE 
ISRAELITES, 
SINGING IN 
DARKNESS, 

FINDING SONG 
IN THE MIDST OF 

SUFFERING?
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Eish Kodesh, Parashat Be-
Shallah��΄Ό·΅
In order [for a person] to sing, 
hisΈ essential self—his soul 
and his heart—must burst into 
song. One of the conditions of 
prophecy was the necessity for 
the prophet to be in a state of 
simhahΉ at all times, even while 
LQ�D�WLPH�RI�VX΍HULQJ���

Rabbi Shapira connects this to the 
SURSKHW�� (OLVKD�� ZKRVH� DELOLW\� WR�
SURSKHV\� OHIW�KLP�ZKHQ�KH�ZDV�DQ-
JU\�ZLWK�WKH�.LQJ�RI� ΖVUDHO�Ί In order 
to rouse his spirits and enter a state 
RI� MR\�� KH� VDLG� WR� WKRVH� QHDU� KLP��
Ȋ%ULQJ�PH�D�PLQVWUHO�ȋ�6XUH�HQRXJK��
DIWHU� WKH�PLQVWUHO�SOD\HG�� WKH� ȊKDQG�
RI� *RG� FDPH� XSRQ� KLPȋ� �ΖΖ� .LQJV�
Ά�΄Ή���5DEEL�6KDSLUD�ZULWHV�

 לכן צריכים איזה דבר טוב וישועה
 לשמח את לבו ואז ע"י שבא

 לשמחה מדבר הזה יכול לזמר גם
על היסורים לד'

We see clearly that something 
good has to occur, there must 
be salvation, for the heart to 
rejoice. Then, when a level of 
simhah has been reached, a 
person can sing to God about 
VX΍HULQJ�DV�ZHOO�

(OLVKD�QHHGHG�WR�EH�LQ�D�VWDWH�RI�MR\�
LQ�RUGHU�WR�SURSKHV\��%XW�KH�FRXOGQȇW�
JHW�WKHUH�DORQH��+H�QHHGHG�WKH�KHOS�
RI�WKH�PLQVWUHO��+H�KDG�WR�DVN�VRPH-
RQH�HOVH�IRU�KHOS��2QO\�WKHQ�ZDV�KH�
able to achieve a bit of the happiness 
WKDW�ZRXOG�DOORZ�KLV�VRXO�WR�VLQJ��QRW�
RQO\�RI�IXWXUH�MR\��EXW�RI�KLV�SDLQ�DV�
ZHOO���

The story of the Israelites’ cross-
ing at the Sea asks of us to sing even 
LQ�VX΍HULQJ��$QG�\HW��ZDUQV�WKH�(LVK�
.RGHVK�� ZKHQ� ZH� DUH� RQ� RXU� RZQ��
WKLV�LV�DQ�LPSRVVLEOH�DVN��:H�FDQQRW�
VLQJ� LQ� VRUURZ�� :H� FDQQRW� DOZD\V�
FODLP�ZLWK�FHUWDLQ�IDLWK�WKDW�D�SDWK�WR�
VDOYDWLRQ�LV�FOHDU�ZKHQ�ZH�FDQ�EDUH-
O\�JHW�RXW�RI�EHG� LQ� WKH�PRUQLQJ�� ΖQ�
WKHVH�PRPHQWV��LI�ZHȇUH�WR�ȴQG�D�OLW-
WOH�ELW�RI�MR\�LQ�RUGHU�WR�HQDEOH�XV�WR�
JHW�WR�WKDW�SODFH�RI�VRQJ��ZHȇUH�JRLQJ�

5� )ROORZLQJ�WKH�JHQGHU�DV�XVHG�E\�5DEEL�6KDSLUD�
6� ΖQ�+DVVLGLF�WKRXJKW��WKLV�UHIHUV�WR�D�NLQG�RI�EOLVVIXO�MR\�
7� 6HH�7DOPXG�%DYOL�6KDEEDW���E�
8� $V�LW�VD\V�LQ�3VDOP��������TXRWHG�LQ�RXU�GDLO\�SUD\HUV��Ȋ<RX�WXUQHG�P\�ODPHQW�LQWR�GDQFLQJ��<RX�XQGLG�P\�VDFNFORWK�DQG�JLUGHG�PH�

ZLWK�MR\�ȋ

WR�QHHG�HDFK�RWKHU��:H�FDQ�EH�HDFK�
RWKHUȇV�PLQVWUHOV�

In his commentary on Parashat 
9D\LNUD�� 5DEEL� 6KDSLUD� EULQJV� LQ� D�
YHUVH�IURP�ΖVDLDK��Ή�Ά���IDPLOLDU�IURP�
WKH� .HGXVKDK�� LQ� ZKLFK� ȊRQH� DQ-
JHO�FDOOV�DQRWKHU��VD\LQJ�� Ȇ+RO\��KRO\��
KRO\� LV�*RG�ɒȋ�+H�QRWHV�WKDW�WKH�7DU-
JXP� <RQDWDQ�� WKH� $UDPDLF� WUDQV-
lation of the Prophets from Eretz 
<LVUDHO�� WUDQVODWHV� WKH�ZRUG� ȊFDOOȋ� DV�
ȊUHFHLYH�ȋ�:LWK�WKLV�DOWHUQDWLYH�WUDQV-
ODWLRQ��ZH�VHH�D�EHDXWLIXO�EOXUULQJ�RI�
ZKDW� LW�PHDQV� WR� FDOO� WR� DQRWKHU� RU�
WR�DVN�IRU�KHOS��&DOOLQJ�DQG�UHFHLYLQJ�
DUH�WZR�DFWLRQV�LQ�RQH��:KHQ�ZH�FDOO�
WR� RQH� DQRWKHU�� ZH� UHFHLYH� VRPH-
WKLQJ�LQ�UHWXUQ��DQG�ZKHQ�ZH�UHFHLYH�
VRPHWKLQJ�� ZH� FDOO� RXW�� &DOOLQJ� DQG�
receiving are reciprocal sides of the 
VDPH�FRLQ�� WZR�EHLQJV� UHDFKLQJ�RXW�
DFURVV� WKH� GLYLGH�� R΍HULQJ� VXSSRUW�
DQG�FDUH�WR�RQH�DQRWKHU�

%DVHG�RQ�WKH�=RKDU��5DEEL�6KDSL-
ra teaches that it’s none other than 
WKH� -HZLVK� SHRSOH�� DV� WKH\� SHUIRUP�
DFWV� RI� NLQGQHVV� IRU� RQH� DQRWKHU��
that inspire the angels of Isaiah to 
FDOO�UHFHLYH�IURP�RQH�DQRWKHU�

אש קודש פרשת ויקרא ת"ש
 ולא רק כשנותנין זל"ז צדקה

 וגמ"ח מקבלין דין מן דין רק גם
 כששומע איש מצרות ישראל
 ועושה כל מה שיכול לעשות

 לטובתם... והיא מפני שה׳וקרא זה
 אל זה׳ שהיא מקבלין דין מן דין

 שמקבלין מישראל, גם מתוך צער
 ישראל בא שזה תומך לזה, ולבו

של זה נשבר מצרות של זה.

Eish Kodesh, Parashat  
9D\LNUD��΄Ό·΃
Angels receive from one anoth-
er not only when Jewish people 
give charity and perform acts 
of kindness for one another: 
even when one Jew simply 
listens to the troubles of his 
fellow Jews, angels are empow-
ered… The angels’ calling to one 
another, which is empowered 
by the Jewish people  
receiving from one another, 
has in it much of the pain of 

the Jewish people. This is the 
pain of one Jew broken by the 
ZRHV�DɞLFWLQJ�KLV�IHOORZ�DQG�
another buttressing his fellow 
through his pain.

:KHQ�ZH�DUH� DORQH��ZH� FDQQRW�SXOO�
RXUVHOYHV� RXW� RI� RXU� RZQ� VRUURZ��
:H�PD\�QRW�EH�DEOH�WR�ȴQG�WKH�OLWWOH�
ELW�RI� MR\� LQ�RXU�KHDUWV�QHFHVVDU\�WR�
EULQJ� RXUVHOYHV� WR� D� SODFH� RI� VRQJ��
%XW� WKHUH� LV� VRPHWKLQJ� ZH� FDQ� GR��
ZH�FDQ�FDOO��DQG�ZH�FDQ�UHFHLYH��:H�
FDQ� ZLWQHVV� HDFK� RWKHUȇV� VX΍HULQJ�
DQG�DOORZ�RXU�KHDUWV� WR�EUHDN�RSHQ�
ZLWK� FRPSDVVLRQ�� :H� GR� QRW� OHDUQ�
IURP� WKH� DQJHOV� ZKDW� LW� PHDQV� WR�
ORYH�DQG�VXSSRUW��5DWKHU��WKH�DQJHOV�
OHDUQ�IURP�KXPDQ�EHLQJV�KRZ�WR�EH�
ZLWK�DQRWKHU�LQ�VDGQHVV�

I do not have the certainty of 
faith of NahVKRQ�� ZKR� MXPSHG� LQWR�
D� VHD� WKDW� ZDV� FORVHG� EHIRUH� KLP��
RU�WKH�ΖVUDHOLWHV��ZKR�VDQJ�LQ�VX΍HU-
ing before the moment of their sal-
YDWLRQ��$QG�Ζ�NQRZ�WKDW��IRU�PDQ\�RI�
XV��ZKHQ�ZHȇUH�LQ�WKH�PLGVW�RI�JUHDW�
SDLQ��LW�FDQ�EH�LPSRVVLEOH�WR�LPDJLQH�
D�ZD\�IRUZDUG��DQG�WR�VLQJ�RXW�LQ�IX-
WXUH�JUDWLWXGH��$QG�\HW�� Ζ�GR�EHOLHYH�
ZLWK� FHUWDLQW\� LQ� WKH� FKDQJLQJ� WLGHV�
RI�VDGQHVV�DQG�JODGQHVV��-XVW�DV�VXUH�
DV�Ζ�NQRZ�WKDW�MR\�JLYHV�ZD\�WR�JULHI��
Ζ� NQRZ� WKDW� VRUURZ�HYHQWXDOO\� JLYHV�
ZD\�WR�MR\�΋

ΖQ� WKH� PRPHQWV� ZKHQ� ZH� IHHO�
WUDSSHG� EHWZHHQ� ZDWHU� DQG� ZDU��
ZLWK� QR� SDWK� IRUZDUG� DQG� QR� ZD\�
EDFN��PD\�ZH�EH�VR�OXFN\�WR�KDYH�WKH�
FODULW\�RI�IDLWK�RI�WKH�ΖVUDHOLWHVȇ�WR�VD\��
ȊΖ�ZLOO�VLQJ�QRZ��DQG�Ζ�ZLOO�VLQJ�WKHQ�ȋ�
Ζ� ZLOO� VLQJ� QRZȃLQ� WKH� GDUNQHVV�� LQ�
WKH� VX΍HULQJ��ZLWK� VDOYDWLRQ� VWLOO� \HW�
WR�FRPHȃDQG�Ζ�ZLOO�VLQJ�WKHQ��ZKHQ�
WKHUH�LV�UHDVRQ�WR�VLQJ��LQ�WKH�MR\��ZLWK�
VDOYDWLRQ�LQ�P\�KDQG��$QG��ZKHQ�ZH�
FDQȇW�PDQDJH�WKDW�PXFK�DORQH��PD\�
ZH�EH�HDFK�RWKHUȇV�PLQVWUHOV��0D\�ZH�
PDNH�HDFK�RWKHU�VPLOH�RU�ODXJK��MXVW�
D� OLWWOH�� VR�ZH� FDQ� ȴQG� WKH� VWUHQJWK�
WR�SLFN�XS�RXU�ZHDU\�KHDGV�DQG�ȴQG�
WKRVH�ȴUVW�QRWHV�RI�VRQJ��
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