
6RPHWLPHV�� LW� IHHOV� OLNH� UHGHPSWLRQ�
ZLOO�QHYHU�FRPH��:H�KDYH�ZDLWHG�VR�
ORQJ�DOUHDG\��%XW�ZKDW� LV� WKH� UHDOLV-
WLF� H[SHFWDWLRQ�KHUH"� ΖI�*RG� LV�ZDLW-
LQJ�IRU�XV�WR�VXGGHQO\�ȴ[�DOO�WKH�LOOV�RI�
VRFLHW\�RU�RXUVHOYHV��LI�*RG�LV�ZDLWLQJ�
IRU�XV�WR�VXGGHQO\�EH�ZRUWK\��ZKHQ�LV�
WKDW�HYHU�JRLQJ�WR�KDSSHQ"�ΖW�VRPH-
WLPHV�IHHOV�OLNH�ZH�DUH�JRLQJ�WR�KDYH�
WR�NHHS�RQ�ZDLWLQJȐ�IRUHYHU�

$QG�\HW��ZH�FDQ�EH�VXUSULVHG��5H-
GHPSWLRQ�FDQ�FRPH�HDUO\��7KH�+DJ-
JDGDK�UHPLQGV�XV�WKDW�ZKHQ�ZH�WDON�
DERXW�XOWLPDWH�KRSH��WKH�IRUFHV�SUR-
SHOOLQJ�XV�WRZDUG�UHGHPSWLRQ�DUH�DO-
UHDG\�LQ�PRWLRQ��DQG�DUH�RIWHQ�PRY-
LQJ� IDVWHU� WKDQ�ZH�ZRXOG�HYHU�KDYH�
WKRXJKW�SRVVLEOH�

The redemption from Egypt took 
SODFH� H[DFWO\� OLNH� WKLV�� ΖWV� GXUDWLRQ�
DQG� HQG� ZHUH� DOUHDG\� SURPLVHG� E\�
*RG� WR� $EUDKDP�� WKDW� KLV� GHVFHQ-
GDQWV�ZRXOG�EH�VODYHV�IRU�·΃΃�\HDUV�
�*HQHVLV�΄Έ�΄Ά���7KH�+DJJDGDK�UHIHUV�
WR�WKLV�ZLWK�LWV�GHVFULSWLRQ�RI�*RG�DV�
RQH� ZKR� Ȋהקץ את   calculated - חשב 
WKH�HQGȋ�΄

 שהקדוש ברוך הוא חשב את הקץ
 לעשות כמה שאמר לאברהם

אבינו בברית בין הבתרים...

The Holy Blessed One calcu-
lated the end, to act in accor-
dance with what God had said 
to Abraham our father in the 
covenant between the pieces…

$QG�\HW��ZKHQ�ZH�DFWXDOO\�GR�WKH�FDO-
culations (based on the ages of our 
ancestors and their time in Egypt 
IURP� WKH� 7RUDK���ZH�GR�QRW� HQG�XS�
ZLWK�·΃΃�\HDUV�LQ�VODYHU\��EXW�UDWKHU�
΅΄΃��7KHUH�DUH�PDQ\�ZD\V�WR�EHJLQ�WR�

1 Some texts of the Haggadah have מחשב instead of ��6חשבHH�WKH�YHUVLRQ�TXRWHG�E\�6KLEEROHL�+D�/HNHW�EHORZ��7KLV�ZLOO�EH�FULWLFDO�
IRU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�WKH�IRUFH�RI�WKH�+DJJDGDKȇV�VHQWHQFH�

2� 0RVW�FRPPHQWDWRUV�VWDUW�FRXQWLQJ�WKH�����\HDUV�IURP�WKH�ELUWK�RI�ΖVDDF��:KHQ�ΖVDDF�ZDV�VL[W\��KH�JDYH�ELUWK�WR�-DFRE��*HQHVLV�
��������DQG�ZKHQ�-DFRE�ZDV�����KH�ZHQW�GRZQ�WR�VHWWOH�LQ�(J\SW���������7KLV�OHDYHV�����\HDUV�RI�DFWXDO�VODYHU\��([RGXV�������VD\V�
WKDW�ΖVUDHO�OLYHG�LQ�(J\SW�����\HDUV�EHIRUH�OHDYLQJ��0RVW�FRPPHQWDWRUV�VWDUW�WKDW�WLPLQJ�IURP�WKH�SURPLVH�PDGH�WR�$YUDKDP�DW�WKH�
FRYHQDQW�RI�WKH�SLHFHV��VXSSRVHGO\�WKLUW\�\HDUV�EHIRUH�ΖVDDFȇV�ELUWK�

UHFRQFLOH� WKLV� LVVXH�΅ But a midrash 
VXJJHVWV� WKDW�� LQ� IDFW�� UHGHPSWLRQ�
FDPH�HDUO\ȃDQG�QRW�EHFDXVH�WKH�ΖV-
UDHOLWHV�VXGGHQO\�EHFDPH�ZRUWK\�RU�
DFWHG� DQ\� GL΍HUHQWO\�� 5HGHPSWLRQ�
came early because of factors totally 
EH\RQG�WKHLU�FRQWURO�

 פסיקתא דרב כהנא (מנדלבוים)
פיסקא ה - החדש הזה עמוד 88

 "קול דודי הנה זה בא מדלג על
 ההרים מקפץ על הגבעות" (שיר

 השירים ב:ח)...

 ר' יהודה א' "קול דודי הנה זה
 בא", זה משה. בשעה שבא משה

 וא' לישר' בחדש הזה אתם נגאלין
 אמרו לו, רבינו משה, היאך אנו

 נגאלין, לא כך אמ' הקדוש ברוך
 הוא לאבינו אברהם "ועבדום
 וענו אותם ארבע מאות שנה"

 (בראשית טו:יג), והלא אין בידינו
 אלא מאתים ועשר.

 א' להם, הואיל והוא חפץ
 בגאולתכם אינו מביט

 בחשבונותיכם, אלא "מדלג על
ההרים מקפץ על הגבעות"

3HVLNWD�GH�5DY�.DKDQD�Έ�
�0DQGHOEDXP��S��΋΋�
Ȋ+DUN��0\�EHORYHG��7KHUH�KH�
comes, skipping over moun-
tains, leaping over hills” (Song 
RI�6RQJV�΅�΋����

R. Yehudah says: This refers 
to Moses. In the moment that 
Moses said to Israel, “In this 
month, you will be redeemed,” 
they said to him: “Our teacher 
0RVHV��+RZ�DUH�ZH�JRLQJ�WR�

be redeemed? Didn’t the Holy 
Blessed One say to Abraham 
our father, ‘They will enslave 
WKHP�DQG�PDNH�WKHP�VX΍HU�IRU�
·΃΃�\HDUVȇ��*HQHVLV�΄Έ�΄Ά�"�%XW�LW�
KDV�RQO\�EHHQ�΅΄΃�\HDUV�ȋ�

[Moses] said to them: "Since 
God desires your redemption, 
God is not looking at your cal-
culations, but rather 'leaps over 
the mountains, and skips over 
the hills.'”

3OD\LQJ�R΍�WKH�LPDJHU\�RI�*RG��UHS-
resented as the lover in Song of 
6RQJV�� ȊVNLSSLQJȋ� DQG� ȊOHDSLQJ�ȋ� WKLV�
midrash� VXJJHVWV� WKDW�� HYHQ� WKRXJK�
the Israelites didn’t deserve early re-
OHDVH�� WKH� ΖVUDHOLWHV� EHQHȴWWHG� IURP�
*RGȇV�GHVLUH�WR�IUHH�WKHP�

One medieval commentator ap-
plies this midrash to our Haggadah 
SKUDVH�

שיבולי הלקט
 והיה מחשב על הקץ לדלגו

ולקפצו

Shibbolei Ha-Leket, ed. Bu-
EHU��S��ΌΈE
God (re)calculates the end [of 
slavery], skipping and leaping 
over it.

Rather than a static “God calculated 
��חשב) KRZ� ORQJ� VODYHU\� ZDV� JRLQJ�
WR� EH�ȋ� WKH� DXWKRU� RI� WKH� 6KLEEROHL�
Ha-Leket suggests that this phrase 
LV� DFWXDOO\� D� FRQVWDQW� DFWLYLW\�� Ȋ*RG�
LV�DOZD\Vמחשב� - calculating and re-
FDOFXODWLQJ� �� WKH�HQG�ȋ� ΖQ� WKLV�ZD\�� LW�

“GOD (RE)CALCULATES THE END”
Will Redemption Ever Come?
Rabbi Elie Kaunfer
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could turn out that God “skips and 
leaps over” the original term of slav-
HU\�Ά

2I�FRXUVH�� LI�*RG� LV�ZLOOLQJ�WR�UH-
calculate the period of slavery in 
(J\SW��PLJKW�QRW�*RG�UHFDOFXODWH�WKH�
HQG� RI� RXU� FXUUHQW� VX΍HULQJ�� DQG�

VSHHG� WKH� ȴQDO� PHVVLDQLF� UHGHPS-
WLRQ� RI� WKH� ZKROH� ZRUOG"� -XVW� DV� LQ�
$EUDKDPȇV�FDVH��WKH�7DOPXG�UHFRUGV�
D�WUDGLWLRQ�ZKHUH�RXU�HQG�RI�GD\V�LV�
ȴ[HG�DQG�NQRZQ�DKHDG�RI�WLPH�

תלמוד בבלי מגילה יז:
 אמר רבא: מתוך שעתידין ליגאל

בשביעית...

7DOPXG�%DYLO�0HJLOODK�΄ΊE
Rava (some texts: R. Hiyya 
bar Abba) said: In the future, 
redemption will come in the 
seventh (cycle)...

5DYD��RU�5��HL\\D�EDU�$EED��FRXOG�EH�
UHIHUULQJ�WR�WKH�VHYHQWK�DQQXDO�F\FOH��
WKH�6KHPLWWDK�\HDU��RU�WR�WKH�VHYHQWK�
PLOOHQQLXP�� (LWKHU�ZD\�� UHGHPSWLRQ�
FRPHV�DW�D�SUH�DSSRLQWHG�WLPH��

6R��LV�WKHUH�DQ\�KRSH�IRU�XV"�ΖV�LW�
SRVVLEOH�WKDW�*RG�ZLOO�ȊVNLS�DQG�OHDSȋ�
WR� VDYH� XV�� WR� VKDYH� R΍� D� IHZ� KXQ-
GUHG� \HDUV�� VR�ZH� FDQ�ȴQDOO\� EH� UH-
GHHPHG"

The context of Rava’s statement 
VXJJHVWV�� \HV�� 7KLV� VHFWLRQ� RI� WKH�

3� 7KH�FRPPHQWDU\�WKHQ�JRHV�RQ�WR�H[SODLQ�WKDW�WKH�QXPHULFDO�YDOXH�RI�WKH�ZRUGקץ���HQG��������LV�H[DFWO\�ZKDW�*RG�WRRN�R΍�WKH�����
\HDUV�WR�DUULYH�DW�WKH�DFWXDO�QXPEHU������

4� 2ULJLQDOO\��WKHUH�ZHUH����EOHVVLQJV�LQ�WKH�$PLGDK��$���th�ZDV�DGGHG�GXULQJ�WKH�WDOPXGLF�SHULRG�LQ�%DYHO��ZKLFK�ZH�VD\�WR�WKLV�GD\�
5� 7KH�SURSRVHG�RUGHU�LV�EDVHG�RQ�3VDOPV����������ZKLFK�PHQWLRQV�ȊKHDOLQJȋ�EHIRUH�ȊUHGHPSWLRQȋ��Ȋ���WKH�2QH�:KR�heals all your 

diseases; the One Who redeems�\RXU�OLIH�IURP�WKH�3LW���ȋ
6� &ODVVLFDO�VRXUFHV�DOVR�SOD\�ZLWK�WKLV�LGHD��6HH�0LGUDVK�7DQhXPD�6KHPRW�����SDUDOOHO�LQ�6KHPRW�5DEEDK�������WKDW�FRQFOXGHV��

ȊZKHWKHU�>ΖVUDHO@�GRHV�<RXU�ZLOO��RU�ZKHWKHU�WKH\�GR�QRW�GR�<RXU�ZLOO��<RX�ZLOO�UHGHHP�WKHP�ȋ�6HH�DOVR�5��0HLUȇV�SRVLWLRQ�LQ�7DOPXG�
%DYOL�6DQKHGULQ���D��WKDW�ΖVUDHO�ZLOO�EH�UHGHHPHG�HYHQ�ZLWKRXW�GRLQJ�teshuvah�

7DOPXG�MXVWLȴHV�WKH�RUGHU�RI�WKH�GLI-
ferent berakhot� LQ� WKH� GDLO\� $PL-
GDK��JHQHUDOO\�EDVHG�RQ�YHUVHV�IURP�
7DQDNK�RU�RQ� ORJLF��7KH�sugya notes 
WKDW��ZKLOH�WKH�berakhah of redemp-
WLRQ��*HXODK��LV�WKH�VHYHQWK�EOHVVLQJ�
RI�WKH�΄΋�· it really should have been 
WKH� HLJKWK�� EHFDXVH� LW� ZRXOG� KDYH�
made more sense after the berakhah 
IRU�KHDOLQJ��5HIXDK���ZKLFK�LV�QXPEHU�
HLJKW�LQ�RXU�6LGGXU�Έ�ΖQ�RWKHU�ZRUGV��
this blessing of redemption should 
KDYH� FRPH� ODWHU� LQ� WKH�$PLGDK��EXW�
LW�VKRZV�XS�D�ZKROH�berakhah�HDUO\��
6XUSULVH�LV�WKH�LQWHQGHG�H΍HFW�KHUH��
redemption comes earlier than ex-
SHFWHGȃSHUKDSV� HYHQ� ZKHQ� ZH�
OHDVW�H[SHFW�LW�

-XVW�DV�IRU�RXU�DQFHVWRUV�LQ�(J\SW��
WKHQ�� HYHQ� WKRXJK� WKHUH� LV� D� ȴ[HG�
DPRXQW�RI� WLPH�EHIRUH�RXU�RZQ� UH-
GHPSWLRQ�ZLOO�FRPH�� WKHUH� LV�DOZD\V�
KRSH� WKDW� WKH� IXOO� VHQWHQFH� ZLOO� EH�
FRPPXWHG��(YHQ�LI�ZH�GRQȇW�PDQDJH�
WR� FKDQJH� RXUVHOYHV� DQG� RXU� ZRUOG�
VXFK�WKDW�ZH�GHVHUYH�UHGHPSWLRQ��LW�
LV�SRVVLEOH�WKDW�*RG�ZLOO�QHYHUWKHOHVV�
GHFLGH�WR�UHGHHP�XV�

ΖQGHHG�� LI� UHGHPSWLRQ� ZHUH� HQ-
tirely dependent on human behav-
LRU� FKDQJLQJ�� ZKLFK� ZH� RIWHQ� WKLQN�
RI� DV� WKH� RQO\� ZD\� WR� UHGHPSWLRQ��
ZH�PLJKW�ORVH�KRSH�RI�HYHU�EHLQJ�UH-
GHHPHG��%XW�SHUKDSV�WKDW�LV�QRW�WKH�
RQO\� SDWK�� 6RPHWLPHV� WKH� OHQJWK� RI�
VX΍HULQJ� LV� VKRUWHQHG�� WKURXJK� QR�
DFWLRQV�RI�RXU�RZQ�Ή�6RPHWLPHV��WKH�
time for redemption simply comes 
HDUOLHU� WKDQ� H[SHFWHG�� $QG� WKLV�
VKRXOG�DOZD\V�JLYH�XV�KRSH��

SOMETIMES 
THE TIME FOR 

REDEMPTION HAS 
SIMPLY COME, AND 
IT COMES EARLIER 
THAN EXPECTED
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