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Who By Fire?:

The Most Controversial Prayer in Jewish Life

Rabbi Elie Kaunfer — kaunfer@bhadar.org

Untane Tokef (translation adapted from Joel Hoffman,
Who By Fire, Who By Water (Jewish Lights 2010)
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And let us acknowledge the power of this day’s holiness / for it
is awesome and dreadful

And on it Your kingdom will be exalted /

and your throne will be established in lovingkindness

And You will reign from it in truth. / Truly you are judge
And prosecutor, and litigant, and witness /

and author and sealer / and recorder and recounter

And You will remember everything that has been forgotten /
and You will open up the book of memories

And it will be read from / and everyone’s signature is in it
And a great shofar will be sounded /

and a thin whisper of a sound will be heard

And angels will recoil / and be gripped by shaking and
trembling.

And they will say: “Behold the Day of Judgement!” /

for reviewing the hosts on high in judgement.

For they will not be innocent when you judge them / and all
who enter the world will pass before Him like sheep.

As a shepherd searches for his flock / passing his sheep under
his staff so too will You cause to pass and record and recount /
and review every living being.

And you will decide the end of every creature /

and write down their sentence.

On Rosh Hashanah they will be written down /

and on Yom Kippur they will be sealed.

How many
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will pass on, and how many will be created /
Who will live and who will die?

Who at their end, and who not at their end? /
Who by water and who by fire?

Who by sword, and who by beast? /

Who by hunger and who by thirst?

Who by earthquake and who by plague? /
Who by strangling and who by stoning?

Who will rest and who will wander? /

Who will be tranquil and who will be troubled?
Who will be calm and who will be anxious? /
Who will be exalted and who humbled?

Who will be rich and who will be poor?

But repentance, prayer and charity

help the misfortune of the decree to pass.

For Your glory is like Your name / slow to anger,

quick to forgive

For You do not want the dead to die /

but for them to return from their path and live.

You wait until the day they die /

accepting them immediately if they return.

Truly You ate their creator / and You know their nature.
For they are flesh and blood.

A person’s origin is from dust / and his end is dust.

At their peril gathering food / like shattered pottery
Like withered grass and like a faded blossom /

like a passing shadow and like a vanishing cloud.

And like blowing wind, and like floating dust / and like a
dream that will fly away.

But You are king / the living and everlasting God.

Your years are boundless /
and the length of Your days is endless

Your glotious chariots are priceless /

IR 2] T
Bablailat by kinpihla

J®p2 R 73 IXP M
WK W .OM2 N
piumiyat Ry iyl
[Xn¥2 721 .2y72 °»]
DARI M WY1 M
(777293 2 7102 1]
Y22 53 0112 N

79?7 "3 LRY N
QY M 2% N
WY YR

D37 11 998 M

TR TP MR,
T YO DR P

O¥27 YR ANFIN 12 I 3

mx7? m

npa ning yann &Y 03

M 19777 123 oK 0D

% 720m inin o1 TN

2200 10 2 O

7% Y790 [ARK]) 07%1 RIT AR 0D [NHR

07132033

19yY ioi0Y 0¥ iTi0Y DTN

1237 0702 PWn an? X022 1wnIa
9211 7OX9 W) D

7172 1Y "3 23

7718 PRI DAY M)

b alal iyl

IR 0 2K TR KT 0K

PRI 728p PR
TR TIR? TR TN
7127 iR WYY TR

RRRY=

MECHON HADAR
2




Who By Fire? — September 2017
Elie Kaunfer — www.hadar.org

and the eternity of Your name is limitless

Your name suits You / and You suit your name

You called us after Your name /

Act for the sake of Your name.

And sanctify Your name /

through those who declare the holiness of Your name

On account of the glory of your honored and sanctified name
As the beautiful utterances of the assembly of holy Seraphim.
Inhabitants above with inhabitants below / thrice call out the

trio of holiness with “holy.”
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1. Three Big Concepts

Midrash Tanhuma (Warsaw), Noah 8
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Rabbi Yehudah son of Rabbi Shalom said in the name of Rabbi
Eliezer: Three things cancel a harsh decree. They are: repentance,

prayer and charity.
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2. Chanting

Judges 5:11

R3:7 P95 2ubw

Louder than the sounds of archers,

There among the watering places

Let them chant the gracious acts of YHVH
His gracious deliverance of Israel.

Then did the people of YHVH

March down to the gates.
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Judges 11:30-40
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*And Yiftah made the following vow to YHVH: “If you deliver

the Ammonites into my hands, *'then whatever comes out of the
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door of my house to meet me on my safe return from the
Ammonites shall be YHVH’s, and shall be offered by me as a
burnt offering.”

2Yiftah crossed over to the Ammonites and attacked them, and
YHVH delivered them into his hands. *He utterly routed
them—from Aroer as far as Minnit, twenty towns—all the way to
Abel-charmim. So the Ammonites submitted to the Israelites.
*When Yiftah atrived at his home in Mitzpah, there was his
daughter coming out to meet him, with timbrel and dance. She
was an only child; he had no other son or daughter. *On seeing
her, he rent his clothes and said: “Alas daughter! You have
brought me low; you have become my troubler! For I have
uttered a vow to YHVH and I cannot retract.” **“Father,” she
said “you have uttered a vow to YHVH; do to me as you have
vowed, seeing that YHVH has vindicated you against your
enemies, the Ammonites.” *’She further said to her father, “Let
this be done for me: Let me be for two months, and I will go with
my companions and lament upon the hills and there bewail my
maidenhood.” *“Go,” he replied. He let her go for two months,
and she and her companions went and bewailed her maidenhood
upon the hills. *After two months time, she returned to her
father, and he did to her as he had vowed. She had never known a
man. “’So it became a custom in Israel for the maidens of Israel to

go every year, for four days in the year, and chant dirges for the

daughter of Yiftah the Giladite.
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I Kings 19:9-14
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’Elijah went into a cave, and there he spent the night. Then the word
of YHVH came to him. He said to him: “Why are you here, Elijah?”
""He replied: “I am moved by zeal for YHVH, the God of Hosts, for
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the Israelites have forsaken Your covenant, torn down Your altars,
and put Your prophets to the sword. I alone am left, and they are out
to take my life.” '"“Come out,” He called, “and stand on the
mountain before YHVH.”

And lo, YHVH passed by. There was a great and mighty wind,
splitting mountains and shattering rocks by the power of YHVH; but
YHVH was not in the wind. After the wind—an earthquake; but
YHVH was not in the earthquake. '*After the earthquake—fire; but
YHVH was not in the fire. And after the fire, a still small voice.
"When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his mantle about his face and
went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then a voice
addressed him: “Why are you here, Elijah?” '*He answered: “I am
moved by zeal for YHVH, the God of Hosts, for the Israelites have
forsaken Your covenant, torn down Your altars, and put Your
prophets to the sword. I alone am left, and they are out to take my
life.”

ORI NN O8I °12 A2 Y
¥ ININ] 2703 1377 TR DR 077
N ARTRY Wol NY WP 0737

07 PI9R PINY 77173 M 1Y
PIPY 012 XD PP *397 W20 Nawm
12::239 Wy2 X2 Wy mng )

TOR) PIPY WRI XD WK WYIT 0K

yhw's w1 mpT MR Yip UND

THYM R¥M IATTRD 19 0PN IMON

7 MR 21P YOR 13T 7Y nne
PP NRIP X3P MmN R 1D 79
287 °12 A0°72 131V °2 NIRIY TR

™7 TR DR 1077 TNAIH DR
MWHI NY WP 2727 "X ININ] 2772
ADNR?

Job 4:12-21

R2-29:7 2R

"?A word came to me in stealth; my ear caught a whisper of it. "In
thought-filled visions of the night, when deep sleep falls on men,
"fear and trembling came upon me, causing all my bones to quake
with fright.

A wind passed by me, making the hair of my flesh bristle. "It
halted; its appearance was strange to me; a form loomed before my
eyes; I heard a murmur, a voice:

"Can mortals be acquitted by God? Can man be cleared by his
Maker?

"If He cannot trust his own servants, and casts reproach on His
angels, ""how much less those who dwell in houses of clay, whose
origin is dust, who are crushed like the moth, *’shattered between
daybreak and evening, perishing forever, unnoticed. *Their cord is

pulled up and the die, and not with wisdom.
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3. Who is being judged?

Mishnah, Rosh Ha-Shanah 1:2
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At four periods the world is judged:

On Pesah for the agricultural produce,

On Shavuot for the fruit of the trees,

On Rosh Ha-Shanah, all the wotld passes before him like a flock of
sheep (or: in military formation) as it says: “He who fashions the

hearts of them all, who discerns all their deeds” (Psalm 33:15).

On Sukkot they are judged on water.
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4. Castigating the shepherds

Ezekiel 34:1-16
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"The word of YHVH came to me: *O mortal, prophesy against the
shepherds of Israel. Prophesy and say to them:
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To the shepherds: Thus said the Lord YHVH: Ah, you shepherds
of Israel, who have been tending yourselves! Is it not the flock that
the shepherds ought to tend? *You partake of the fat, you clothe
yourselves with the wool, and you slaughter the fatlings; but you do
not tend the flock. *You have not sustained the weak, healed the
sick, or bandaged the injured. You have not brought back the
strayed or looked for the lost; but you have driven them with harsh

rigor.
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°And they have been scattered for want of anyone to tend them;
scattered, they have become prey for every wild beast. My sheep
stray through all the mountains and over every lofty hill; My flock is
scattered over the face of the earth, with none to take thought of
them and none to seek them. "Hear then, O shepherds, the word of

YHVH. 8As I love—declares the Lord YHVH—Because My flock
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has been a spoil—My flock has been a prey for all the wild beasts,

for want of anyone to tend them since My shepherds have not taken
thought of My flock, for the shepherds tended themselves instead of
tending the flock—’Hear indeed, O shepherds, the word of YHVH.
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""Thus said the Lord YHVH: I am going to deal with the shepherds!
I will demand a reckoning of them for My flock, and I will dismiss
them from tending the flock. The shepherds shall not tend
themselves any more; for I will rescue My flock from their mouths,
and it shall not be their prey. ''For thus said the Lord YHVH: Here
I'am! I am going to take thought for My flock and I will seek them
out. '*As a shepherd seeks out his flock when some in his flock
have gotten separated, so I will seek out My flock, I will rescue them
from all the places to which they were scattered on a day of cloud

and gloom.
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5. Random selection

Leviticus 27:32-34
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?All tithes of the herd or flock—of all that passes under the
shepherd’s staff, every tenth one—shall be holy to YHVH. *He
must not look out for good as against bad, or make substitution for it.
If he does make a substitution for it, then it and its substitute shall
both be holy. It cannot be redeemed. **These are the commandments

that YHVH gave Moses for the Israelite people on Mount Sinai.
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6. Sheep in a redeemed world

Jeremiah 33:10-13
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"Thus said YHVH: Again there shall be heatd in this place, which
you say is ruined, without man or beast—in the towns of Judah and

the streets of Jerusalem that are desolate, without man, without
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inhabitants, without beast—'"’the sound of mirth and gladness, the
voice of bridegroom and bride, the voice of those who cry, “Give
thanks to YHVH of Hosts, for YHVH is good, His kindness is

everlasting!”

YHVH. For I will restore the fortunes of the land as of old—said
YHVH.

as they bring thanksgiving offerings to the House of
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Thus said YHVH of Hosts: In this ruined place, without man and
beast, and in all its towns, there shall again be a pasture for shepherds,
where they can rest their flocks. "’In the towns of the hill country, in
the towns of the Shephelah, and in the towns of the Negev, in the
land of Benjamin and in the environs of Jerusalem and in the towns of
Judah, sheep shall pass again under the hands of one who counts

them—said YHVH.
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7. Plea of mortals

Psalm 144:4-7
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*A person is like breath;
his days like a passing shadow.
0O YHVH, bend Your sky and come down;
touch the mountains and they will smoke.
‘Make lightning flash and scatter them;
shoot Your arrows and rout them.
"Reach Your hand down from on high;
rescue me, save me from the mighty waters,

from the hands of foreigners.
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8. New recognition

Mishnah, Yoma 1:3
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They sent him [the High Priest] elders from the elders of
the court... on the eve of Yom Kippur in the morning,
they would stand the High Priest in the eastern gate and
cause to pass before him cows, goats and sheep, so that
he would recognize them and be accustomed to the

service.
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