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When Rav died, his students went after (his casket to the city
where he was to be buried). When they returned, they said:
Let us go and eat bread on the banks of the Dannak River.

After they ate, they raised a dilemma: Did we learn that if
they reclined, it is considered a joint meal. But if they
merely sat together, it is not considered a joint meal (and we
bless Grace individually). Or, perhaps since they said: Let us
go and eat in such and such a place, it is considered as if
they reclined (and we bless Grace together)?

It was not within their capability to resolve this dilemma.

Rav Adda bar Ahava stood up and tore another tear in his
cloak. He said: Rav has died, and we don’t even know how
to bless “birkat hamazon” (the blessing after the meals)!

Until this elder came and...resolved it for them: Since they
said: Let us go and eat in such-and-such a place, it is
considered as if they reclined (and therefore is a formal meal
and they bless together).

- Babylonian Talmud Berakhot 42b-43a
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Rav Ashi went to (the city of) Mahoza. The people there
said to him: Let the master (Rav Ashi) make “the great
Kiddush” (sanctification) for us. They gave him a cup.

He thought: What is “the great Kiddush”?

He said to himself: Since all the blessings start with “who
created the fruit of the vine”, I will do that as well. He said
“who created the fruit of the vine” and paused.

He saw an old man who nodded and drank. Rav Ashi
applied to himself the verse: “A wise man has eyes in his
head” (Eccl. 2:14).

- Babylonian Talmud Pesahim 106a
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R. Eleazar Hisma went to a place.

They said to him: Does Rabbi know how to lead the Shema
(responsively)?

He said to them: No.

Does Rabbi know how to lead the amidah? (lit: draw near).
He said to them: No.

They said to him: For nothing do they call you Rabbi!

His face fell (lit.: turned yellow).

He went to R. Akiva, and his face was sickly.
He said to him: Why is your face sickly?
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He told him what happened.

He said to him: Does Rabbi want to learn?

He said to him: Yes.

Once he learned, he went (back) there.

They said to him: Does Rabbi know how to lead the Shema
(responsively)?

He said to them: Yes.

Does Rabbi know how to lead the amidah? (lit: draw near).
He said to them: Yes.

They said: Eleazar has become strong (hasim)! And they
would call him R. Eleazar Hisma.

Vayikra Rabbah 23:4
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It is taught: R. Yose says: Anyone who changes from the
prescribed formula instituted by the Sages for blessings has
not fulfilled his obligation. R Yehuda said: Whatever has
changed its form, if one did not change the blessing, he has
not fulfilled his obligation. R. Meir says: Even if one said,
“Blessed is the one who created this thing! It is so
beautiful!” - he has fulfilled his obligation. R. Ya’akov b.
Abha in the name of Shmuel: The law follows R. Meir. An
incident involving Rav supports this ruling: A certain
Persian came to Rav and said, “What about me? 1 don’t
know how to make a proper blessing, so when I eat bread I
say, ‘Blessed is the one who created this bread.” Have I
fulfilled my obligation?” Rav said, “Yes.”

- Jerusalem Talmud Berakhot 6:1; 10b
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Guiding Questions:

e What are the similarities between the stories? What are the differences?

e How would you characterize the emotional state of Rav Ada bar Ahava in the first story
vs. Rav Ashi in the second story vs. R. Eleazar in the third story?

e What is the role of the “old man” in each of the first two stories?

e What if Rav Ashi had been wrong?

e When faced with a challenging gap in knowledge, do you tend to respond more like Rav

Ada bar Ahava, Rav Ashi or R. Eleazar?

e In your life generally, how much do you rely on teachers/mentors for support vs. making

educated guesses?

Additional source:

“He found that old man” — There are those who
explain that every place in which [the Talmud]
mentions “that old man” to be Elijah the
prophet...
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