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Saying Kaddish in A World Without Minyanim

R. Elie Kaunfer - kaunfer@hadar.org

1. Or Zarua, Laws of Shabbat, #50 (12t ¢.)

...It is our custom in the land of Canaan (Germany)
and also the custom of the Rhineland that after the
congregation says “ein kelohenu” an orphan stands
and says Kaddish.

But in France, I saw that they are not strict about who
says kaddish, an orphan or not.

But our minhag makes sense given this story: R.
Akiva saw a person who was naked and black as coal.
He was carrying on his head a bundle ten times
normal weight, and was running like a horse.

R. Akiva commanded him to stop and said: Why are
you doing such hard work? If you are a slave, and
your master is doing this to you, I will redeem you
from him. And if you are poor, I will make you rich.
He said: Please, don’t delay me, perhaps those in
charge of me will become angered.

[R. Akiva] said: What is this and what do you do?

He said: [ am dead. Every day they send me to cut
down wood and they burn me with it.

[R. Akiva] said: What was your work in the world you
came from (ie when you were alive?)

He said: [ was a tax collector, and I was among the
leaders of the people. I would favor the rich and send
the poor to their death.

[R. Akiva] said to him: Have you heard from those in
charge of you if there is a repair?

He said: Please, don’t delay me. Perhaps those in
charge of me will become angered. For I have no
repair. However, I heard from them something which
cannot be: If I had a son, who were to stand in the
congregation and say: Blessed is YHVH, who is
blessed; and they would answer after him: Blessed is
YHVH, the blessed, forever and ever. Or if he said:
Yitgadal and they answered after him: May His great
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name be blessed — immediately they would release me
from punishment.

But I did not leave a son in this world. I left my wife
pregnant, and I don’t know if she gave birth to a son.
And who would teach him (anyway?) For I don’t have
any friends in the world.

In that moment, R. Akiva took it upon himself to go
and investigate if he had a son, so that he could teach
him Torah and stand him before the congregation.

[R. Akiva] said: What is your name?

He said: Akiva

And the name of your wife?

Shushniba

And the name of your city?

Laodicea.

Immediately R. Akiva felt a great sorrow, and went
and asked after this person.

When he came to that place, he asked after him. They
said: The bones of that wicked one should be silent.
He asked after his wife. They said: May her memory
be erased from the world.

He asked after his son. They said: He is
uncircumcised. Even the mitzvah of circumcision we
didn’t do.

Immediately R. Akiva took him, circumcised him, and
sat him before him. He didn’t receive Torah until R.
Akiva fasted for 40 days.

A heavenly voice emerged and said: R. Akiva! Go and
teach him.

He went and taught him Torah, Keriat Shema, and the
Amidah, and Grace after meals. He stood him before
the congregation, and said: Blessed is YHVH, the
blessed. The congregation answered: “Blessed is
YHVH, the blessed, forever” until “Yitgadal” May
His great name...

At that moment, they immediately released him from
punishment.
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Immediately he came to R. Akiva in a dream and said:
May it be God’s will that your mind be at ease in Gan
Eden, for you saved me from the punishment of hell.
Immediately R. Akiva said: YHVH, Your name is
forever; Your mention is from generation to
generation...

2. Midrash on Ki Tatzsa

Rabbi Yohanan ben Zakkai said: One time I was
walking along the path.

I met a person who was collecting wood.

I said hello to him, but he didn’t say hello to me.

I said to him: Are you among the living?

He said to me: That man [=]] am among the dead.

I said to him: If you are dead, why are you collecting
wood?

He said to me: Listen to me about something:

When I was in that world [of the living] my friend and
I would busy ourselves with robbery.

Death by fire was decreed on me.

When I gather the wood, they burn me

And when he gathers wood, they burn him

I said to him: How long is your punishment?

He said to me: Rabbi, when I came here, I left my
wife pregnant. And now I don’t know if she had a girl
or a boy.

Please may you be careful...(manuscript tears)

...if for 5 years you bring him to the synagogue and
teach him the amidah, and the Shema, and teach him
three verses and he ascends and reads from the Sefer
Torah, and the congregation answers after him:
Blessed is YHVH who is blessed, then I will be
released from this judgment.

Immediately R. Yohanan did this.

After this R. Yohanan found the man in the same
place he had run into him before.

He said to him: Let your soul rest, just as you caused
me and my soul to rest! I have been released from the
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judgment. Immediately R. Yohanan opened with the
verse and said: YHVH Your name is forever...

'MNINY OWD (W91 NN 17 [NX=] X
[*TN INNN 'NNVD] 'W91 NI 'NIX

20797 v "MUREpNEE Y NNo T'n

3. Babylonian Talmud Sanhedrin 104a

A son can acquit his father. A father cannot acquit his
son. As it says (Deut 32): “And it is not in my power

to save.” Avraham cannot save Ishmael, Isaac cannot
save Esav.
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4. Genesis Rabbah 49

It is taught: R. Shimon ben Yohai said: Whoever has a
son that toils in Torah, it is as if he has not died.

(Pa7x-2TIN'M)  paY n'wRId
uNn AYI9 X' NYWID

Y'Y m D mIx N ivay 1 an
nn X7 1780 Mima a1y

S. Elivahu Zuta 12

An ordinary person who teaches his son Torah, his son
saves him from the judgement of hell.
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6. Sefer Hasidim 18, ed. Margolioth p. 80

A person who lives in a village and does not have a
minyan to say “matters of holiness”, or in a place
where there is a minyan, but he came late when they
had already said “yehei shmeh Rabbah”, he should
say: “Now please let YHVH’s power be great, as You
said” (Num 14:17); “I will make Myself great and |
will make Myself holy, and I will be known among
many nations, and they will know that  am YHVH”
(Ez 38:23); “May the name of YHVH be blessed from
now until forever” (Psalms 113:2)
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7. Sefer Rokeah #362

An individual who is not in synagogue for Barchu
should say this Baraita in the Sifre...for Yehei Shmei
Rabba (should say): R. Yose said: one time I was
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walking along the path...(see below from Berakhot TAT ¥OXTY 7772 720 N NNR avd oY

3a)
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8. What are we praying for?

(18) On that day, when Gog sets foot on the soil of
Israel - declares the Lord God - My raging anger
shall flare up. (19) For I have decreed in My
indignation and in My blazing wrath: On that day,
a terrible earthquake shall befall the land of Israel.
(20) The fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, the
beasts of the field, all creeping things that move on
the ground, and every human being on earth shall
quake before Me. Mountains shall be overthrown,
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cliffs shall topple, and every wall shall crumble to
the ground.

(21) I will then summon the sword against him
throughout My mountains - declares Lord God -
and every man’s sword shall be turned against his
brother. (22) I will punish him with pestilence and
with bloodshed; and I will pour torrential rain,
hailstones, and sulfurous fire upon him and his
hordes and the many peoples with him.

(23) Thus will I manifest My greatness and My
holiness, and make Myself known in the sight of
many nations. And they shall know that I am the
Lord.

(Ezekiel 38:18-23)
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9. Source of Yehei Shmei: Daniel

(17) Then Daniel went to his house and
informed his companions, Hananiah, Mishael,
and Azariah, of the matter, (18) that they
might implore the God of Heaven for help
regarding this mystery, so that Daniel and his
colleagues would not be put to death together
with the other wise men of Babylon.

(19) The mystery was then revealed to Daniel
in a night vision; then Daniel blessed the God
of Heaven. (20) Daniel answered and said:
“Let the name of God be blessed forever and
ever, for wisdom and power are His.”

(Daniel 2: 17-20)
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10. God’s connection to Yehei Shmei

A baraita teaches: Rabbi Yose said: One time
I was walking on the path, and I entered a ruin
from one of the ruins of Jerusalem in order to
pray. Elijah of blessed memory came and
watched the doorway until 1 finished my
prayer....He said to me...:

“Whenever the Israelites go into the
synagogues and schoolhouses and respond:
‘May His great name be blessed’, God shakes
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His head and says: “Happy is the king who is
thus praised in His house! Woe to the father
who had to banish his children, and woe to the
children who had to be banished from the table
of their father!”

(B. Berachot 3a)
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11. Source of Yehei Shmei: Psalms

(1) Halleluyah! O servants of God, give
praise; praise the name of God. (2) Let the
name of God be blessed now and forever.
(Psalms 113:1-2)
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12. Mitzvah Instead of Kaddish

The father [should] command his child to
perform a certain mitzvah, and if the child
does that mitzvah, it is considered more
worthy than the kaddish.

Shla”h, Yesh Nohlin, p. 16 (cited in Netiv
Binah, 1:369)

Even though saying kaddish and the prayers
are beneficial for the (deceased) parents,
nevertheless they are not the essence. Rather,
the essence is that the children should act in a
righteous manner, for in that way they benefit
their ancestors...and a person should
command his children to perform a certain
mitzvah, and if they fulfil that mitzvah, it is
considered more worthy than the kaddish.

- Kitzur Shulhan Aruch 26:22
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13. Keep Our Eye on the Ball

If he incurs a (financial) loss on this (saying
kaddish) from the amud, he is of course
exempt...and in the essence of the matter, the
masses have thought that the essence is to lead
davening and say kaddish. And there are those
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who say as many kaddishes as much as TOM 0AOW 1 QW O 91 WORS
possible, but all day they do whatever they ¥"YMY 77N N2T RIT PO DAR)

want. In truth, the essence is to increase Torah =91 K12 TT27 . 2°OKT 0797 T
and good deeds, and keep away from

forbidden things. And in this a child does RIR
merit to his parent.
Divrei Malkiel 4:96 (19'" century)
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