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The Full Kaddish

1) Exalted and sanctified be His great name
in the world which He created

according to His will

and may He rule His kingdom

in your lifetime and in your days,

and in the lifetime of all Israel

speedily and in the near future,

and say Amen.

2) May His great Name be blessed
forever and for all eternity.

3) Blessed and praised,

and glorified, and exalted and uplifted

and honored and elevated and extolled

be the Name of the Holy One, blessed is He,

4) [that is] above all the blessings and songs
praises and consolations

which we utter in the world,

and say Amen.
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Rabbi Elie Kaunfer, Saying Kaddish in a World Without Minyanim (Spring Lecture Series 2020)

[5) May there be acceptance of the prayers
and supplications of all Israel

before their Father in heaven,

and say Amen.]

6) May there be great peace from heaven
and life for us and for all Israel
and say Amen.

7) He who makes peace

in His high heavens

may He make peace

for us and for all Israel

and say Amen.

(Translation: Metsudah Siddur)
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1. Or Zarua, Laws of Shabbat, #50 (12 c.)

It is our custom in the land of Canaan (Slavic lands?)
and also the custom of the Rhineland that after the
congregation says Ein Kelohenu an orphan stands
and says Kaddish.

But in France, | saw that they are not strict about
who says Kaddish, an orphan or not.

But our minhag makes sense given this story: R.
Akiva saw a person who was naked and black as
coal. He was carrying on his head a bundle ten
times normal weight, and was running like a horse.
R. Akiva commanded him to stop and said: Why are
you doing such hard work? If you are a slave, and
your master is doing this to you, | will redeem you
from him. And if you are poor, | will make you rich.
He said: Please, don’t delay me, perhaps those in
charge of me will become angered.

[R. Akiva] said: What is this and what do you do?

He said: | am dead. Every day they send me to cut
down wood and they burn me with it.

[R. Akiva] said: What was your work in the world you
came from (i.e. when you were alive?)
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Rabbi Elie Kaunfer, Saying Kaddish in a World Without Minyanim (Spring Lecture Series 2020)

He said: | was a tax collector, and | was among the
leaders of the people. | would favor the rich and
send the poor to their death.

[R. Akiva] said to him: Have you heard from those in
charge of you if there is a repair?

He said: Please, don’t delay me. Perhaps those in
charge of me will become angered. For | have no
repair. However, | heard from them something
which cannot be: If | had a son, who were to stand
in the congregation and say: Blessed is YHVH, who
is blessed; and they would answer after him:
Blessed is YHVH, the blessed, forever and ever. Orif
he said: Yitgadal and they answered after him: May
His great name be blessed—immediately they would
release me from punishment.

But | did not leave a son in this world. | left my wife
pregnant, and | don’t know if she gave birth to a son.
And who would teach him (anyway)? For | don’t
have any friends in the world.

In that moment, R. Akiva took it upon himself to go
and investigate if he had a son, so that he could
teach him Torah and stand him before the
congregation.

[R. Akiva] said: What is your name?

He said: Akiva.

And the name of your wife?

Shushniba.

And the name of your city?

Laodicea.

Immediately R. Akiva felt a great sorrow, and went
and asked after this person.
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When he came to that place, he asked after him. MUK 7V 78y
They said: The bones of that wicked one should be D71V M 0T ANt 7K
silent. [an 7y IRw
He asked after his wife. N7 nixn "oX KNI 7Y N NN
They said: May her memory be erased from the 7oy X7
world.

He asked after his son.
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Rabbi Elie Kaunfer, Saying Kaddish in a World Without Minyanim (Spring Lecture Series 2020)

They said: He is uncircumcised. Even the mitzvah of
circumcision we didn’t do.

Immediately R. Akiva took him, circumcised him,
and sat him before him. He didn’t receive Torah
until R. Akiva fasted for 40 days.

A heavenly voice emerged and said: R. Akiva! Go
and teach him.

He went and taught him Torah, Keriat Shema, and
the Amidah, and Grace After Meals. He stood him
before the congregation, and said: Blessed is YHVH,
the blessed. The congregation answered: “Blessed
is YHVH, the blessed, forever” until “Yitgadal, May
His great name...”

At that moment, they immediately released him
from punishment.

Immediately he came to R. Akiva in a dream and
said: May it be God’s will that your mind be at ease
in Gan Eden, for you saved me from the punishment
of hell.

Immediately R. Akiva said: YHVH, Your name is
forever; Your mention is from generation to
generation...
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2. Midrash on Ki Tatzsa (T-S C.2. fol 144 c-d)
Rabbi Yohanan ben Zakkai said: One time | was
walking along the path.

| met a person who was collecting wood.

| said hello to him, but he didn’t say hello to me.

| said to him: Are you among the living?

He said to me: That man [=I] am among the dead.

| said to him: If you are dead, why are you collecting
wood?

He said to me: Listen to me about something:

When | was in that world [of the living] my friend
and | would busy ourselves with robbery.

Death by fire was decreed on me.

When | gather the wood, they burn me.

And when he gathers wood, they burn him.

| said to him: How long is your punishment?
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Rabbi Elie Kaunfer, Saying Kaddish in a World Without Minyanim (Spring Lecture Series 2020)

He said to me: Rabbi, when | came here, | left my
wife pregnant. And now | don’t know if she had a
girlor a boy.

Please may you be careful...(manuscript tears)

...if for five years you bring him to the synagogue
and teach him the Amidah, and the Shema, and
teach him three verses and he ascends and reads
from the Sefer Torah, and the congregation answers
after him: Blessed is YHVH who is blessed, then | will
be released from this judgment.

Immediately R. Yohanan did this.

After this R. Yohanan found the man in the same
place he had run into him before.

He said to him: Let your soul rest, just as you caused
me and my soul to rest! | have been released from
the judgment.

Immediately R. Yohanan opened with the verse and
said: YHVH Your name is forever...
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3. Babylonian Talmud Sanhedrin 104a

A son can acquit his father. A father cannot acquit
his son. As it says: “And it is not in my power to
save” (Deuteronomy 32:39). Avraham cannot save
Yishmael, Yitzhak cannot save Esav.
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4. Genesis Rabbah (Albeck ed.) 49:4
It is taught: R. Shimon ben Yohai said: Whoever has
a son that toils in Torah, it is as if he has not died.
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5. Eliyahu Zuta (Ish-Shalom ed.) 12
An ordinary person who teaches his son Torah, his
son saves him from the judgement of hell.
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6. Sefer Hasidim (Margolioth ed.) 18

A person who lives in a village and does not have a
minyan to say “matters of holiness,” or in a place
where there is a minyan, but he came late when they
had already said “May God’s great name,” he should
say: “Now please let YHVH’s power be great, as You
said” (Numbers 14:17); “I will make Myself great and
| will make Myself holy, and | will be known among
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Rabbi Elie Kaunfer, Saying Kaddish in a World Without Minyanim (Spring Lecture Series 2020)

many nations, and they will know that | am YHVH”
(Ezekiel 38:23); “May the name of YHVH be blessed
from now until forever” (Psalms 113:2).
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7. Sefer Rokeah #362

An individual who is not in synagogue for Barekhu
should say this Baraita in the Sifre...For Yehei Shmei
Rabba (should say): R. Yose said: one time | was
walking along the path...(see source 10 below from
Berakhot 3a)
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8. What are we praying for?

Ezekiel 38:18-23

¥0n that day, when Gog sets foot on the soil of
Israel—declares the Lord God—My raging anger shall
flare up. For | have decreed in My indignation and
in My blazing wrath: On that day, a terrible
earthquake shall befall the land of Israel. *The fish
of the sea, the birds of the sky, the beasts of the
field, all creeping things that move on the ground,
and every human being on earth shall quake before
Me. Mountains shall be overthrown, cliffs shall
topple, and every wall shall crumble to the ground.
21 will then summon the sword against him
throughout My mountains—declares Lord God—and
every man’s sword shall be turned against his
brother. I will punish him with pestilence and with
bloodshed; and | will pour torrential rain, hailstones,
and sulfurous fire upon him and his hordes and the
many peoples with him.

ZThus will | manifest My greatness and My holiness,
and make Myself known in the sight of many
nations. And they shall know that | am the Lord.
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8A. Interpreting the first line 1

Rav Hai Gaon (10-11'" c.), Two Responsa on
Kaddish

At first he requests from God to hurry His promise,
as He promised us through his prophet: Thus will |
manifest My greatness and My holiness, and make
Myself known in the sight of many nations.
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8B. Interpreting the first line 2

Sefer HaPardes of Rashi

This is the meaning of “May God’s name be
magnified and sanctified.” In the future His name
should be made great and sanctified, as it is written:
And they will know that | am YHVH. For right now,
He is not written as He is called. He is called Adonai,
but He is written YHVH.

2DV 'y "'wa? 01190 190 .28

Ny UTpPN' YT1an' ynwn [XIN] oI
X7 TNYY [K]n [N]a [wrT]pn v
UTimi 91an [man my] xn'w
97 no[ax] o [ivm™] amom
D ,XIP1 XID QNDIWD K7 I'WOyY
n"anda N"7T 97N K7 NI

8C. A Theme with a Future Orientation?

Grace After Meals for Pesah, A.M. Haberman,
Yediat HaMakhon LeHeker HaShirah Ha-lvrit vol
5, p. 67.

...Blessed are You, YHVH, who builds Jerusalem in
mercy, amen, in our days and your days and in the
days of all His people Israel...
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8D. Prayer for God’s Future Kingdom

Seder Rav Amram Gaon (Harpanas)

From Your place, our King, appear! And rule over
us—for we are waiting for You. When will you rule in
Zion? In the near time, in our days, and in our
lifetime, dwell (with us).

May You be made great, and may you be made
holy in the midst of Jerusalem Your city, from
generation to generation, and forever and ever. May
our eyes see Your kingdom...
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Rabbi Elie Kaunfer, Saying Kaddish in a World Without Minyanim (Spring Lecture Series 2020)

9. Source of Yehei Shmei: Daniel

Daniel 2:17-20

"Then Daniel went to his house and informed his
companions, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, of the
matter, *that they might implore the God of Heaven
for help regarding this mystery, so that Daniel and
his colleagues would not be put to death together
with the other wise men of Babylon.

“The mystery was then revealed to Daniel in a night
vision; then Daniel blessed the God of Heaven.
“Daniel answered and said: “Let the name of God be
blessed forever and ever, for wisdom and power are
His.”
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10. God’s Connection to Yehei Shmei

Talmud Bavli Berakhot 3a

A baraita teaches: Rabbi Yose said: One time | was
walking on the path, and | entered a ruin from one
of the ruins of Jerusalem in order to pray. Elijah of
blessed memory came and watched the doorway
until | finished my prayer...He said to
me...“Whenever the Israelites go into the
synagogues and schoolhouses and respond: ‘May
His great name be blessed,” God shakes His head
and says: “Happy is the king who is thus praised in
His house! Woe to the father who had to banish his
children, and woe to the children who had to be
banished from the table of their father!”
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11. Source of Yehei Shmei: Psalms

Psalms 113:1-2

'Halleluyah! O servants of God, give praise; praise
the name of God. *Let the name of God be blessed
now and forever.
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12. Mitzvah Instead of Kaddish
Shenei Luhot HaBerit, Yesh Nohalin, p. 16 (cited
in Netiv Binah, 1:369)
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The father [should] command his child to perform a
certain mitzvah, and if the child does that mitzvah, it
is considered more worthy than the Kaddish.

Kitzur Shulhan Arukh 26:22

Even though saying Kaddish and the prayers are
beneficial for the (deceased) parents, nevertheless
they are not the essence. Rather, the essence is that
the children should act in a righteous manner, forin
that way they benefit their ancestors...and a person
should command his children to perform a certain
mitzvah, and if they fulfill that mitzvah, it is
considered more worthy than the Kaddish.

NIXN NT'R2 2'TNNY 11727 DIy RN
7 DN AWM DNIR DY DNI
W

2D 9'WO 1D |N'0 1Y |N7IY 1IX'}?
NI7ONNI WHTzn NMRY '9 7V O
178 |'N DIZn 7210 ,NIaxRn? ni'vin
127' DANY RIN P'WYN KX VN
D'OM DN DT D WM NIKA
12 DX NIX? DTR? 17 ¢ NIARN
A" DX ,NIXN NT'RA P'TRNY
WrTRN [N NI awn

13. Keep Our Eye on the Ball

Divrei Malkiel 4:96 (19" century)

If he incurs a (financial) loss on this (saying Kaddish)
from the amud, he is of course exempt...and in the
essence of the matter, the masses have thought that
the essence is to lead davening and say Kaddish.
And there are those who say as many Kaddishes as
much as possible, but all day they do whatever they
want. In truth, the essence is to increase Torah and
good deeds, and keep away from forbidden things.
And in this a child does merit to his parent.
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https://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/story/cjls-guidance-remote-minyanim-time-covid-19

https://rebpam.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/Kaddish-L-yachid-from-the-Siddur-of-Am

ram-Gaon.pdf

https://www.kipa.co.il/%D7%97%D7%93%D7%A9%D7%95%D7%AA/956904-%D7%94%D7%

A8%D7%91-%D7%90%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%A2%D7%96%D7%A8-%D7%9E%D7%9C%D7%9

E%D7%93-%D7%9E%D7%95%D7%AA%D7%A8-%D7%9C%D7%94%D7%92%D7%99%D7%93
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https://www.kipa.co.il/%D7%97%D7%93%D7%A9%D7%95%D7%AA/956904-%D7%94%D7%A8%D7%91-%D7%90%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%A2%D7%96%D7%A8-%D7%9E%D7%9C%D7%9E%D7%93-%D7%9E%D7%95%D7%AA%D7%A8-%D7%9C%D7%94%D7%92%D7%99%D7%93-%D7%A7%D7%93%D7%99%D7%A9-%D7%91%D7%9E%D7%A4%D7%92%D7%A9-%D7%95%D7%99%D7%A8%D7%98%D7%95%D7%90%D7%9C%D7%99/?fbclid=IwAR3sIrqgJ3wzujf_d5hN_hNh0ti0piBHpLc8L88wb2sMdQKI-DJ-feDJq4A
https://www.kipa.co.il/%D7%97%D7%93%D7%A9%D7%95%D7%AA/956904-%D7%94%D7%A8%D7%91-%D7%90%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%A2%D7%96%D7%A8-%D7%9E%D7%9C%D7%9E%D7%93-%D7%9E%D7%95%D7%AA%D7%A8-%D7%9C%D7%94%D7%92%D7%99%D7%93-%D7%A7%D7%93%D7%99%D7%A9-%D7%91%D7%9E%D7%A4%D7%92%D7%A9-%D7%95%D7%99%D7%A8%D7%98%D7%95%D7%90%D7%9C%D7%99/?fbclid=IwAR3sIrqgJ3wzujf_d5hN_hNh0ti0piBHpLc8L88wb2sMdQKI-DJ-feDJq4A
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-%D7%A7%D7%93%D7%99%D7%A9-%D7%91%D7%9E%D7%A4%D7%92%D7%A9-%D7%95
%D7%99%D7%A8%D7%98%D7%95%D7%90%D7%9C%D7%99/?fbclid=IwAR3slrqgJ3wzuif d
5hN_hNhOtiOpiBHpLc8L88wb2sMdQKI-DJ-feDJg4A
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British Museum manuscript, Or. 1067 (Margolioth 613) 14-15th century Sefardi siddur with
Rav Amram (p23 in the manuscript),

https://rebpam.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/Kaddish-L-yachid-from-the-Siddur-of-Am
ram-Gaon.pdf
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Seder Avodat Yisrael, 1865, pp. 120-121
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Rabbi Elie Kaunfer, Saying Kaddish in a World Without Minyanim (Spring Lecture Series 2020)

Prayer in Place of Mourner’s Kaddish When a Minyan is Not Present
From Siddur Lev Shalem (2016), p. 30

Mourners and those observing Yahrzeit recite aloud:
WA 727 ninNn -nR/n%71y 7w nnn

Master of the world, God of the spirit of all flesh, it is revealed and known before You that it is
my fervent desire to praise Your name, and to remember and honor my beloved:

name and relation of the person may be inserted]
by reciting the Mourner’s Kaddish in the presence of a minyan.
May my presence here today with my community find favor in Your eyes, and be accepted and
received before You as if | had prayed the Mourner’s Kaddish. May Your name, Adonai, be
elevated and sanctified everywhere on earth and may peace reign everywhere.
All who are present respond:
“TY1 0D71V7 1IN0 T2d DY N2
Barukh shem k’vod malkhuto 'olam va-ed. .
Praise be the name of the One whose glorious sovereignty is forever and ever.
Together:
10X MmN [7an awr 2 i) a9 9u11v DIty vy XD 1Mminna nivy nviy

Oseh shalom bimromav hu ya-aseh shalom aleinu v’al kol yisrael, v’iimiru amen.

May the One who creates peace on high bring peace to us and to all Israel. And we say:
Amen.
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