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1. John F. Kennedy, “Commencement Address,” Yale University, June 11, 1962

Too often we hold fast to the clichés of our forebears. We subject all facts to a pre-fabricated set of
interpretations. We enjoyed the comfort of opinion without the discomfort of thought. Mythology
distracts us everywhere. For the great enemy of the truth is very often not a lie: deliberate, contrived

and dishonest. But the myth: persistent, persuasive, and unrealistic.

I. Interpretation and reinterpretation
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2. Bereishit 3:6
When the woman saw that the tree was good for eating and a delight to the eyes, and that the tree
was pleasant for wisdom, she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave some to her husband, and he
ate.
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4. Rashi on Bereishit 3:6
“And she gave also to her husband”—so that she should not die, and he remain alive to take

another wife.

Ia. Moving Traditions
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5. Kohelet 12:11
The sayings of the wise are like goads, like nails fixed in prodding sticks. They were given by one
Shepherd.

6. Tosefta Sotah 7:11-12 2% - N7 7700 NNHYIN .6

1) The words of the wise are as goads, and as nails well fastened. MAnono1 M112772 0°»on 127" (1
Just as this goad goad directs the cow to bring life in the wotld, so 77973 IR 1121 77 12717 72 - "Dl

too the words of Torah are only life for the world, as it is said, “It 7 7710 127 AR 022 017 X277

is a tree of life.” N RO 0N YV W 09w 10T KOR
2) Or just as this goad is movable, so too words of Torah are T2 AR 2127 5020 a7 12NT AR W (2
movable. That’s why the verse says: “and like nails.” "MAnon" "' 30 02T

3) “Well fastened”—just as a plant flourishes and multiples, so too AR 771271 779 Av°01 77 - "D°yw" (3

wortds of Torah flourish and multiply. 77271 P79 77N "2
4)“Those that are composed in collections [ba’alei asufol]”: These 1°0191w 12°R "MK ova" (4
are those who enter and sit in groups [asufof] and declare what is 2¥ DOININI NIDIOR MDIOK PAWI™
ritually impure, “impure”; and declare what is ritually pure, “pure”; RAL 2Y 70 NV 931 XN R
the pure in its place and the impure in its place. 221PRa a0 P ampna

5) Lest a person say in his opinion: “Since Beit Shammai declare NYT 07X MR XA (20 1390) (5

impure” and “Beit Hillel declare pure”; “so-and-so forbids” and 291 n°a™ "Pavn »aw 00" PRI
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“so-and-so permits,” why would I study Torah based on that?

) << > <¢

That’s why the verse savs, “Words,” “the words.” “these are the

words” (“all of the words™).

6) “Given from one shepherd”—One God created them; one

leader gave them, the master of deeds, blessed be He, said them.
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7) So too you make your heart into many chambers and bring into

it the words of Beit Shammai and the words of Beit Hillel, the

words of those who declare impure and the words of those who

declare pure.

7. Talmud Bavli Hagigah 3b

1) The words of the wise are as goads, and as nails well
fastened are those that are composed in collections; they are
given from one shepherd” (Ecclesiastes 12:11). Why are
matters of Torah compared to a goad? To tell you that just
as this goad directs the cow to her furrow to bring forth
sustenance for life to the world, so too the words of Torah
direct those who study them from the paths of death to the

paths of life.

2) The Gemara asks: If so, derive the following from that same
analogy: Just as this goad is movable and not rigid, so too
matters of Torah are movable in accordance with circumstance
and are not permanent. Therefore, the verse states: “Nails,”

which are permanent.
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3) The Gemara further asks: If so, one can explain as follows:
Just as this nail is diminished in size and does not expand,
as it wastes away over time, so too matters of Torah are
gradually diminished and do not expand . Therefore, the
verse states: “Well fastened [netuim].” Just as this plant
[reti’a] flourishes and multiplies, so too matters of Torah

flourish and multiply.

4) “Those that are composed in collections [ba’alet asufot]”:

AKX N X1 7017 77 Mon n X (3
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These are Torah scholars who sit in many groups [asupot]

and engage in Torah study. There are often debates among

these groups, as some of these Sages render an object or person

ritually impure and these render it pure; these prohibit an

action and these permit it; these deem an item invalid and

these deem it valid.

5) Lest a person say: Now, how can I study Torah when it

contains so many different opinions?

6) The verse states that they are all “given from one

shepherd.” One God gave them; one leader, i.e., Moses,

said them from the mouth of the Master of all creation,

Blessed be He, as it is written: “And God spoke all these

words” (Exodus 20:1). The plural form “words” indicates

that God transmitted all the interpretations of the Ten

Commandments. Since the Sages invariably utilize the

Torah itself or the statements of the prophets as the sources

for their opinions, there is a certain unity to the study of

Torah, despite the numerous explanations and applications.
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7) So too you, the student, make your ears like a funnel and .NDDIDRD IR AWY ANR AR (7

acquire for yourself an understanding heart to hear both the 227 NR YWD Pan 29 12 A1P)

statements of those who render objects ritually impure and 127 AR 02701 2127 NRY DIRPUA

the statements of those who render them pure; the 727 DR ,1°7°NN 2127 DRI PI0IR

statements of those who prohibit actions and the .1°Won 127 DR 12019

statements of those who permit them; the statements of

those who deem items invalid and the statements of those

who deem them valid.

Ib. New Interpretive Sensibilities

8. Deuteronomy 21:18-21 N2-179:RD 29927 .8
"If 2 man has a son who is wayward and defiant, who does not PR 7M1 70 13 VRS e
heed his father or mother and does not obey them even after they iR 179 2% 27221 1R 2ip2 vAw

discipline him: "His father and mother shall take hold of him and 12§ 12 Ywom'® DR YRw? K9

bring him out to the elders of his town at the public place of his Y PT7OR DR IRCRITY RN
community. **They shall say to the elders of his town, “This son MPTON 1R iabn WEIN)
of ours is disloyal and defiant; he does not heed us. He is a yptv 3R 791 17i0 By e vy

glutton and a drunkard.” *Thereupon the men of his town shall WX 1373 X207 K271 1L

3.

stone him to death. Thus you will sweep out evil from your J37PR YT DY NA) D21aR Y
midst: all Israel will hear and be afraid. AR WYY PRIH

9. Kate Millet, Sexual Politics, pp. 33-35

“The chief contribution of the family in patriarchy is the socialization of the young (largely through
the example and admonition of their parents) into patriarchal ideology...

As co-operation between the family and the larger society is essential, else both would fall apart, the

fate of three patriarchal institutions, the family, society, and the state are interrelated.”

10. Catherine MacKinnon, Feminism Unmodified, pp. 99, 101

“The liberal ideal of the private... holds that so long as the public does not interfere, autonomous
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individuals interact freely and equally... Abstract privacy protected abstract autonomy, without

inquiring into whose freedom of action is being sanctioned at whose expense.”

Ic. New Questions
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11. Mekhilta deRabbi Shimon Bar Yohai 21, p. 16
“And one who steals (kidnaps) a person (man)” (Shemot 21:16)—I have not but a man who
kidnaps, a woman who kidnaps from where? That’s why the verse says: “one who kidnaps a man”

(Devarim 24:7) whether man or woman.

7D A% MY R0 PYD T WD X XD .12
17207 'R W' I TINPN 2701 0972V QW1 023 DYWL WOR DWW ROR O PR - (8 T RIPN) WK N

12. Sifra Tzav Parashah 4 Chapter 9:1, 33, p. 4
“A man’s burnt offering” (VaYikra 7:8)—1I only have a man’s burnt offering: strangers, women, and

slaves’ burnt offerings, from where? Scripture says, “From the hide of the burnt-offering.”

26 "mY ,29 P15 IR N2 PR 9297 Xnvon .13
JIREN RD ONRY 02 7PN 23°In 00728 20w 0073 ,'aNK' ROR 09 PR L(20,2° nnw) 'any!

13. Mekhilta deRabbi Shimon Bar Yohai 12, p. 26
“(None of) you (shall go outside the door of his house until morning)” (Shemot 12:22): I only know
[that this refers to] you. How does one know from Scripture [that this refers as well to] strangers

(converts), women, and slaves? Scripture states, “And (none of) you shall go outside” (Shemot

12:22).
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14. Sifrei BeMidbar, 109, p. 112
“The community” (Shemot 12:22)—1I have not but the men, women from where? As is stated in

order to teach, “the community—you shall have but one constitution” (BeMidbar 15:15).

43 "»y v "a7Ra Mee .15
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15. Sifrei BeMidbar, 39, p. 43
“Thus you shall bless the children //iz. sons/ of Israel”—I have not but a blessing unto Israel, a

blessing onto strangers (converts) women and slaves—from where? As is stated in order to teach,

“and I shall bless them.”

16. Talmud Bavli Sanhedrin 68b—If a 7an has a son 2, 10 P77 922 tabn.16

Rav Hisda said: [If a] minor who begot a son, [then] his son 12 PR TN TR (RTOM 27 MK
does not fall into the category of a stubborn and rebellious son, P 00 MRIY 7MY 0 J2 AWVl

As it says: “If a man has a son” and not “If a child has a son.” 72 7127 X971 712 WORYD 12 UKD

But this is necessary for Rav Yehudah in the name of Rav?! 27 AR 7 20707 779 YN OR;T

If a man bas a son:

Rav Yehudah said Rav said: 127 R AT 27 MR
Scripture says, “If a man has a son [that is stubborn and rebellious]”, 72 72 WORY 7 901 RIP NRT
implying, a son near to the gevurah of a man (the strength of a man/the YR W INT2X? 7m0

manhood of a man).
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5. If a man has a son—If a son is begotten to a man

If so the verse should read: If there is a son to a man. What is the X1 W°R? 12 7°7° 22 X7p X2 O"'X

meaning (of the exact order and wording) “If a man has a son”? 12 WK 70 %
We learn from it Rav Hisda’s teaching. X701 27790 n"w
So let us say this all comes for this (Rav Hisda’s teaching)? RNRT K17 23777 77913 KK

If so the verse would say: “a man's child” what does “a man has a WOR? PR WK 12 XIP 81170 OK
child” come to teach? 12?

We hear from this both (teachings). Kalnia iy hifalijalivg
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