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 1. משנה בבא קמא ח:ז

 אַף עַל פִּי שֶׁהוּא נוֹתֵן לוֹ, אֵינוֹ נִמְחָל לוֹ עַד שֶׁיְבַקֵּשׁ מִמֶּנּוּ, שֶׁנֶּאֱמַר "וְעַתָּה הָשֵׁב אֵשֶׁת" וגְוֹ' (בראשית כ:ז). וּמִנַּיןִ שֶׁלּאֹ יְהֵא הַמּוֹחֵל

 אַכְזָרִי שֶׁנֶּאֱמַר "ויִַּתְפַּלֵּל אַבְרָהָם אֶל הָאֱלהִֹים ויִַרְפָּא אֱלהִֹים אֶת אֲבִימֶלֶךְ" וגְוֹ' (שם יז).

1. Mishnah, Bava Kamma 8:7 

Even though a person gives [monetary compensation] to one [whom he has shamed], he is not forgiven 

until he asks [explicitly for forgiveness] from him [whom he has shamed], as it is written, “Therefore, restore 

the man’s wife—since he is a prophet, he will pray for you—to save your life” (Genesis 20:7). 

And whence do we derive the principle that he who is called upon to forgive should not be hard-hearted?  It 

is written:  “Then Abraham prayed to God, and God healed Abimelech” (Genesis 20:17). 

 

 2. תוספתא בבא קמא ט:כט

 החובל בחבירו אף על פי שלא בקש החובל מן הנחבל הנחבל צריך שיבקש עליו רחמים שנאמר "ויתפלל אברהם אל האלהים"

 (בראשית כ:יז)

2. Tosefta Bava Kamma 9:29 

One who injures his fellow, even though the one who did the injury did not ask the injured party [to pray 

for him], the injured party nevertheless has to seek mercy for him, since it says, “Then Abraham prayed to 

God, and God healed Abimelech” (Genesis 20:17). 

 

 3. תנא דבי אליהו קלה

 מה דרכי שמים רחום ורחמן על הרשעים ומקבלן בתשובה, כך אתם תהיו רחמנים זה על זה. דבר אחר מה דרכי שמים חנון, נותן

 מתנות חנם ליודעין אתו ולשאין יודעין אותו, כך אתם תנו מתנות זה לזה. דבר אחר מה דרכי שמים ארך אפים, מאריך רוחו עם

 הרשעים ומקבלן בתשובה, כך תהיו אתם מאריכין פנים זה לזה לטובה, ואל תהיו מאריכין פנים זה לזה לפורענות. דבר אחר מה

 דרכי שמים רב חסד, מטה כלפי חסד, כך אתם תהיו נושאים פנים כלפי טובה לעשותה יותר מן הרעה.

3. Tanna De-Vei Eliyahu 135  

As the ways of Heaven are to be merciful, showing mercy to the wicked and accepting them when they 

repent, so you are to be merciful to one another.  As the ways of Heaven are to be gracious, graciously 

bestowing gifts not only upon those who know God but also upon those who do not know God, so you are 
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to bestow gifts upon one another.  And, as the ways of Heaven are to be long-suffering, long-suffering with 

the wicked and then accepting them in repentance, so you are to be long-suffering [with the wicked] for 

their good and not impatient to impose punishment upon them.  For, as the ways of Heaven are abundant 

in lovingkindness, ever leaning to lovingkindness, so are you ever to lean toward doing lovingkindness to 

others rather than lean toward doing them harm. 
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