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The God Of Judaism Is a God of Love

R. Shai Held - held@hadar.org

On Love — Summer Lecture Series 2018

I. What Makes God God?
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1. Isaiah 55:6-8
Seek the Lord while He can be found, Call to Him while He is near. Let the wicked give up his
ways, The sinful man his plans; Let him turn back to the Lord, And He will pardon him; To our
God, For he freely forgives. For My plans are not your plans, Nor are My ways your ways
—declares the Lord.
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2.1bn Ezra, ad loc
Its reason: For you thought that | would punish you even though you return to Me, therefore
“My thoughts are not like your thoughts”, since my intention is to do good to you. And
similarly “Your ways are not My ways,” for My ways are righteous. This is also made explicit in
the book of Ezekiel, “Are my ways unfair?!” (Ezekiel 18:29).
ov "1 .3
NXIINI1LI2272 17 MY AR 17 2N 19 7Y qxI 7 7Nt X710 D72 NANY7 DTR XOUN DX D
7nImM X 7N IR AWKRDI DD X7 NI707 NN IR NIN,NAYNN YNO0INE DYDY IND T K
DAT [IYNN 78K IRY' K71 NNk

Page 1 of 6

2P



1T}
On Love H-F\DQR

o TORAH - AVODAH - HESED

R. Shai Held E i 5

3. Radak, ad loc.

For if a person sins against his fellow, he will take revenge upon him and will not forgive him.
And even if he appears to forgive him, he will keep itin his heart. That which is seen is called
“way’”... and that which is hidden is “thought.” | am greatly forgiving—unlike you—and when |
forgive truly, and nothing of the sin remains with me.
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4, Psalm 103:8-11
The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love. He will
not contend forever, or nurse His anger for all time. He has not dealt with us according to our
sins, nor has He requited us according to our iniquities. For as the heavens are high above the
earth, so great is His steadfast love toward those who fear Him.
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5. Exodus 20:5-6

You shall not bow down to them or serve them. For | the Lord your God am an impassioned
God, visiting the guilt of the parents upon the children, upon the third and upon the fourth
generations of those who reject Me, but showing kindness to the thousandth generation of
those who love Me and keep My commandments.
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6. Exodus 34:6-7
The Lord passed before him and proclaimed: “The Lord! the Lord! a God compassionate and
gracious, slow to anger, abounding in kindness and faithfulness, extending kindness to the
thousandth generation, forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin; yet he does not remit all
punishment, but visits the iniquity of parents upon children and children’s children, upon the
third and fourth generations.”
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7. Psalm 145:8
The Lord is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in kindness.
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8. Micah 7:18-20

Who is a God like You, forgiving iniquity and remitting transgression; who has not maintained
His wrath forever against the remnant of His own people, because He loves graciousness! He
will take us back in love; He will cover up our iniquities, You will hurl all our sins into the
depths of the sea. You will keep faith with Jacob, loyalty to Abraham, as You promised on oath
to our fathers in days gone by.
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9. Exodus 15:11
Who is like You, O Lord, among the celestials; Who is like You, majestic in holiness, Awesome
in splendor, working wonders!
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10. Psalm 89:6-8
Your wonders, O Lord, are praised by the heavens, Your faithfulness, too, in the assembly of
holy beings. For who in the skies can equal the Lord, can compare with the Lord among the
divine beings, a God greatly dreaded in the council of holy beings, held in awe by all around
Him?
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11. Psalm 35:10
All my bones shall say, “Lord, who is like You? You save the poor from one stronger than he,
the poor and needy from his despoiler.”
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12. Hosea 11:8-9

How can | give you up, O Ephraim? How surrender you, O Israel? How can | make you like
Admah, Render you like Zeboiim? | have had a change of heart, all My tenderness is stirred. |
will not act on My wrath, will not turn to destroy Ephraim. For | am God, not man, the Holy
One in your midst: | will not come in fury.
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13. Palestinian Talmud Makkot 2:6 (Vilna)
They asked wisdom: ‘What should be the punishment of a sinner?” And wisdom said:
‘Misfortune pursues sinners’ (Proverbs 13:21). They asked prophecy: ‘What should be the
punishment of a sinner?” And prophecy said: ‘The person that sins shall die’ (Ezekiel 18:4, 20).
They asked The Blessed Holy One: ‘What should be the punishment of a sinner?” And God
said: ‘Let him repent and he will be atoned for.

Il. God’s Love Is Deeper Than God’s Anger
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14. Psalm 103:9, 17-18

He will not contend forever, or nurse His anger for all time...

But the Lord’s steadfast love is for all eternity toward those who fear Him, and His beneficence
is for the children’s children of those who keep His covenant and remember to observe His
precepts.
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15. Isaiah 54:7-8
For a little while, | forsook you, But with vast love, | will bring you back. In slight anger, for a
moment, | hid My face from you; But with kindness everlasting, | will take you back in love
—said the Lord your Redeemer.
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16. Psalm 30:6
For He is angry but a moment, and when He is pleased there is life. One may lie down
weeping at nightfall; but at dawn there are shouts of joy.

l1l. We Can’t Limit God’s Love and Mercy
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17. Jonah 4:1-2

This displeased Jonah greatly, and he was grieved. He prayed to the Lord, saying, “O Lord!
Isn’t this just what | said when | was still in my own country? That is why | fled beforehand to
Tarshish. For | know that You are a compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger,
abounding in kindness, renouncing punishment.

IV. Interlude: Christian Repentance?

18. Raymond Ortlund, “Is the God of the Old Testament a God of Love” (2016), p. 49

The New Testament builds upon the Old Testament, obviously. But as far as the love of God is
concerned, that canonical development is not from lesser to greater or even from ambiguous

to clear... The misrepresentation of the Old Testament as a volume overshadowed with divine
gloom, requiring the correction of the New Testament, must be forever set aside.

V. Is Divine Anger A Problem?

19. Julia O’Brien, Challenging Prophetic Metaphor (2008), p. 121

Christians must “recognize divine anger not as an Old Testament problem that required a New
Testament solution but rather as a powerful claim of divine concern for human suffering...
When Christians distance themselves from “an angry God,” they fail to grasp that this image of
God has positive potential for causes of justice.
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20. Exodus 22:22-24

If you do mistreat them, | will heed their outcry as soon as they cry out to Me, and My anger
shall blaze forth and I will put you to the sword, and your own wives shall become widows
and your children orphans. If you lend money to My people, to the poor among you, do not
act toward them as a creditor; exact no interest from them.
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21. Isaiah 11:4

Thus, he shall judge the poor with equity and decide with justice for the lowly of the land. He
shall strike down a land with the rod of his mouth and slay the wicked with the breath of his
lips.

VI. An “Old Testament” Problem?

22. John 3:36
Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever disobeys the Son will not see life, but
must endure God’s wrath.

23. Romans 1:18
For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and wickedness of those
who by their wickedness suppress the truth.

24, Ephesians 5:6
Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things, the wrath of God
comes on those who are disobedient.

25. Colossians 3:6
On account of these, the wrath of God is coming on those who are disobedient.

26. Revelation 19:15

From his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations, and he will rule
them with a rod of iron; he will tread the wine press of the fury of the wrath of God, the
Almighty.
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