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Religious Zionism, Democracy,
and the Palestinians

Rabbi Shai Held - held@hadar.org

Judaism and Democracy - Session 6

Names of Modern Figures

R. Isaac Halevi Herzog (1888-1959)

R. Abraham Isaac Kook (1865-1935)

R. Shaul Yisraeli (1909-1995)

R. Elisha Aviner (1954-)

R. Amnon Sugarman

R. Yaakov Ariel (1937-)

R.Yisrael Rosen (1941-2017)

R. Yehuda Amital (1924-2010)

R. Ben-Zion Meir Hai Uziel (1880-1953)
R. Hayyim David Halevi (1924-1988)

I. Gentiles Living in the Land

1. Maimonides, Mishneh Torah, Laws of Idolatry
10:5-6

AT ATIAY DDA NN awn 1
I-n:' D"IAan Nigini

We should provide for poor idolaters together with poor
Jews for the sake of peace. One should not rebuke
idolaters [from taking] leket, shich'chah, and pe'ah, for
the sake of peace. One may inquire about their
well-being - even on their festivals - for the sake of
peace...
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All the above matters apply only in an era when Israel is
in exile among the idolaters or in an era when the
idolaters are in power. When, however, Israel is in power
over them, it is forbidden for us to allow an idolater
among us. Even a temporary resident or a merchant
who travels from place to place should not be allowed to
pass through our land until he accepts the seven
universal laws commanded to Noah and his
descendants, as [Exodus 23:33] states: "They shall not
dwell in your land" - i.e., even temporarily. A person who
accepts these seven mitzvot is a ger toshav. A ger toshav
may be accepted only in the era when the [laws of the

Jubilee Year are observed. In an era when the [laws of

NN DYNX 178D DN2ATD 72 'K
T2IVD 127 7Y 173 nTa

7y NO'pR 0"dY T i DDID
WY T T 7K TR
N07 17 MOX DN'7Y N9'FA
2Yi' 179X1 4212 D'2DID TRV
DiPNY DiFANR M2V iX 'K NLY!
TY NN 12¥IX2 1Y X7 Ninoa
12 HOYAY Nixn Yay 1"y 72y
12Y! X7" (27 20 NMw) "xaY Nl
7217 DRI .NYY 197 179K " X3
AYIR 13 AT "D Niyn vay 11y
[AT2 X7X QWIN DA "7271 |'NI

the] Jubilee Year are not observed, however, we may
accept only full converts [to Judaism].

720 T N7 72X 20i) Ny
T272 7T¥ 02 NN |72 'R

2. Raabad, Commentary to Laws of Idolatry 10:6

,MIN Mwn 7y T"axIn nnawa .2
A:1' D'IAD NIZINE AT ATIAY RN

| don’t agree with him regarding dwelling in the
land.

YIXN N2'W 17 DIwn "R

3. R. Yosef Karo, Kesef Mishneh to Laws of Idolatry
10:6

nnYa ,nIn mwn 72y nawn 90> .3
AT DMIAD NIZINE DT ATIAY

The Raabad is saying that even though we don’t
accept a ger toshav during times when the Jubilee is
not practiced, nevertheless if one accepted the seven
laws, why would they be prevented from dwelling in
the land? After all, there is no concern that such
people will lead Jews astray. And according to Our
Master [Rambam] it seems that yes, of course, if one
accepted the seven laws of his own accord, we do not
prevent him from dwelling in the land. [Rambam’s]
point was only that the court does not accept them.

T2 '727n |'RY 9"YRY NI7 Inyo
727 DX 2N 72N 'RY T2 QvIn
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I. Positions of Authority
4. Maimonides, Mishneh Torah, Laws of Kings nmn'mi 0 ndYa ,nNn nwn 4
1:4 TN
We do not appoint a king from converts to NA2 INKX 179X DNA 0PN M "TNYN 'K
Judaism. This applies even if the convert's N71 .. ink nfny Ty NiniT
ancestors had been Jewish for many Axwnay ninnw 727 X9y 127 nid'mYb

generations, unless his mother [or father] is a
native-born Israelite...

This does not apply to the monarchy alone, but
to all positions of authority within Israel.

I1l. Subjugation

5. Maimonides, Mishneh Torah, Laws of Kings 6:1 n"'Mm N ,NIn avn .5
N:lI hinn'‘mi

If the enemy accepts the offer of peace and commits itself to | 110¥aw nixn vaw 172571 M™¥n DX

the fulfillment of the seven mitzvot that were commanded to NAYY [0 AN XYY M A
Noah's descendents, none of them should be killed. Rather, 1722'¢ NITAYN! ...oNY [0 Nl
they should be subjugated... The subjugation they must N71 NYNY7 D791 DT 'Y RIN
accept consists of being on a lower level, scorned and D'Y4ID ' KX 7MW URY NN
humble. They must never raise their heads against Israel, X' 7y ann' X71 .07 DNA
but must remain subjugated under their rule. They may .0%7iyay 11T DYy

never be appointed over a Jew in any matter whatsoever.

IV. No Autonomy or Self-Rule

6. Maimonides, Mishneh Torah, Laws of NIFINE AT 2TIAY NRY%0 NN mwn .6
Idolatry 10:3 A p"an
Itis forbidden to sell them homes and fields in 2K YINA NiTYE D' DRY 1IN '
Eretz Yisrael... One may rent them homes in Eretz T2721 7ROY YINA D' DY MYnI
Yisrael, provided that a neighborhood [of .NY2¢N NINY NMOY |'RI NMOY 1UY! K7W
idolaters] is not established. Fewer than three

[homes] does not constitute a neighborhood.
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V. Living Up to Israel’s Declaration of Independence

7. Maimonides, Mishneh Torah, Laws of Kings nimnal D' NRYA NN nwn 7
6:3 Azl
It is forbidden to lie when making such a covenant INX DNY7 2727 DN TRYYT MOK|
or to be untruthful to them after they have made Ni¥N Yyav 17271 n'7vinyg
peace and accepted the seven mitzvot.
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