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I. Gentiles Living in the Land

1. Maimonides, Mishneh Torah, Laws of Idolatry
10:5-6

זרהעבודההלכותתורה,משנה.1
י:ה-והגוייםוחוקות

We should provide for poor idolaters together with poor
Jews for the sake of peace. One should not rebuke
idolaters [from taking] leket, shich'chah, and pe'ah, for
the sake of peace. Onemay inquire about their
well-being - even on their festivals - for the sake of
peace…

עֲניִּיֵעִםכּוֹכָבִיםעוֹבְדֵיעֲניִּיֵמְפַרְנסְִים
מְמַחִיןואְֵיןשָׁלוֹם.דַּרְכֵימִפְּניֵישְִׂרָאֵל

שִׁכְחָהבְּלֶקֶטכּוֹכָבִיםעוֹבְדֵיעֲניִּיֵבִּידֵי
ושְׁוֹאֲלִיםשָׁלוֹם.דַּרְכֵימִפְּניֵוּפֵאָה

דַּרְכֵימִפְּניֵחַגָּםבְּיוֹםואֲַפִלּוּבִּשְׁלוֹמָם
שָׁלוֹם…
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All the above matters apply only in an era when Israel is
in exile among the idolaters or in an era when the
idolaters are in power. When, however, Israel is in power
over them, it is forbidden for us to allow an idolater
among us. Even a temporary resident or a merchant
who travels from place to place should not be allowed to
pass through our land until he accepts the seven
universal laws commanded to Noah and his
descendants, as [Exodus 23:33] states: "They shall not
dwell in your land" - i.e., even temporarily. A person who
accepts these sevenmitzvot is a ger toshav. A ger toshav
may be accepted only in the era when the [laws of the]
Jubilee Year are observed. In an era when the [laws of
the] Jubilee Year are not observed, however, wemay
accept only full converts [to Judaism].

אֶלָּאאֲמוּרִיםהָאֵלּוּהַדְּבָרִיםכָּלאֵין
הָעוֹבְדֵילְבֵיןישְִׂרָאֵלשֶׁגָּלוּבִּזְמַן

עַלתַּקִּיפָהעַכּוּ''םשֶׁיּדַאוֹכּוֹכָבִים
ישְִׂרָאֵלשֶׁיּדַבִּזְמַןאֲבָלישְִׂרָאֵל
לְהַנּיִחַלָנוּאָסוּרעֲלֵיהֶםתַּקִּיפָה
יוֹשֵׁבואֲַפִלּוּבֵּיניֵנוּ.כּוֹכָבִיםעוֹבְדֵי
לְמָקוֹםמִמָּקוֹםעוֹבֵראוֹעַרְאַיישְִׁיבַת

עַדאֶלָּאבְּאַרְצֵנוּיעֲַברֹלֹאבִּסְחוֹרָה
בְּניֵשֶׁנּצְִטַוּוּמִצְוֹתשֶׁבַעעָלָיושֶׁיּקְַבֵּל

ישְֵׁבוּ"לֹאלג(כג)שמותשֶׁנּאֱֶמַרנחַֹ
קִבֵּלואְִםשָׁעָה.לְפִיאֲפִלּוּבְּאַרְצְךָ"

תּוֹשָׁב.גֵּרזֶההֲרֵימִצְוֹתשֶׁבַעעָלָיו
בִּזְמַןאֶלָּאתּוֹשָׁבגֵּרמְקַבְּלִיןואְֵין

הַיּוֹבֵלבִּזְמַןשֶׁלֹּאאֲבָלנוֹהֵגשֶׁהַיּוֹבֵל
בִּלְבַדצֶדֶקגֵּראֶלָּאמְקַבְּלִיןאֵין

2. Raabad, Commentary to Laws of Idolatry 10:6 תורה,משנהעלהראב"דהשגות.2
י:ו:בהגוייםוחוקותזרהעבודההלכות

I don’t agree with him regarding dwelling in the
land.

הארץבישיבתלומשוהאיני

הלכותתורה,משנהעלמשנהכסף.3
י:ו:גהגוייםוחוקותזרהעבודה

3. R. Yosef Karo, Kesef Mishneh to Laws of Idolatry
10:6

גרמקבליןשאיןשאע"פלומרטעמו
קבלאםנוהגהיובלשאיןבזמןתושב
מישיבתאותוימנעולמהמצותשבע
יחטיאו.פןביהלמיחשליכאהאהארץ
שאםה"נדאיןלומרנראהרבינוולדעת
שאיןמצותשבעעליוקיבלמעצמו
לומרבאולאהארץמישיבתאותומונעין
אותו:מקבליןדיןביתשאיןאלא

The Raabad is saying that even though we don’t
accept a ger toshav during times when the Jubilee is
not practiced, nevertheless if one accepted the seven
laws, why would they be prevented from dwelling in
the land? After all, there is no concern that such
people will lead Jews astray. And according to Our
Master [Rambam] it seems that yes, of course, if one
accepted the seven laws of his own accord, we do not
prevent him from dwelling in the land. [Rambam’s]
point was only that the court does not accept them.
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II. Positions of Authority

4. Maimonides, Mishneh Torah, Laws of Kings
1:4

ומלחמותמלכיםהלכותתורה,משנה.4
א:ד

We do not appoint a king from converts to
Judaism. This applies even if the convert's
ancestors had been Jewish for many
generations, unless his mother [or father] is a
native-born Israelite…
This does not apply to the monarchy alone, but
to all positions of authority within Israel.

כַּמָּהאַחַראֲפִלּוּגֵּרִיםמִקְּהַלמֶלֶךְמַעֲמִידִיןאֵין
ולְֹאמִיּשְִׂרָאֵל…אִמּוֹשֶׁתִּהְיהֶעַדדּוֹרוֹת

שֶׁבְּישְִׂרָאֵל.שְׂרָרוֹתלְכָלאֶלָּאבִּלְבַדלְמַלְכוּת

III. Subjugation

5. Maimonides, Mishneh Torah, Laws of Kings 6:1 מלכיםהלכותתורה,משנה.5
ו:אומלחמות

If the enemy accepts the offer of peace and commits itself to
the fulfillment of the seven mitzvot that were commanded to
Noah's descendents, none of them should be killed. Rather,
they should be subjugated… The subjugation they must
accept consists of being on a lower level, scorned and
humble. They must never raise their heads against Israel,
but must remain subjugated under their rule. They may
never be appointed over a Jew in any matter whatsoever.

שֶׁנּצְִטַוּוּמִצְוֹתשֶׁבַעוקְִבְּלוּהִשְׁלִימוּאִם
נשְָׁמָהמֵהֶןהוֹרְגִיןאֵיןעֲלֵיהֶןנחַֹבְּניֵ

שֶׁיּקְַבְּלוּוהְָעַבְדוּתלְמַס…הֵןוהֲַרֵי
ולְֹאלְמַטָּהוּשְׁפָלִיםנבְִזִיםשֶׁיּהְִיוּהוּא
כְּבוּשִׁיםיהְִיוּאֶלָּאבְּישְִׂרָאֵלראֹשׁירִָימוּ
ישְִׂרָאֵלעַליתְִמַנּוּולְֹאידָָם.תַּחַת
שֶׁבָּעוֹלָם.דָּבָרלְשׁוּם

IV. No Autonomy or Self-Rule

6. Maimonides, Mishneh Torah, Laws of
Idolatry 10:3

וחוקותזרהעבודההלכותתורה,משנה.6
י:גהגויים

It is forbidden to sell them homes and fields in
Eretz Yisrael… Onemay rent them homes in Eretz
Yisrael, provided that a neighborhood [of
idolaters] is not established. Fewer than three
[homes] does not constitute a neighborhood.

ישְִׂרָאֵל…בְּאֶרֶץושְָׂדוֹתבָּתִּיםלָהֶםמוֹכְרִיןאֵין
וּבִלְבַדישְִׂרָאֵלבְּאֶרֶץבָּתִּיםלָהֶםוּמַשְׂכִּירִין

מִשְּׁלֹשָׁה.פָּחוֹתשְׁכוּנהָואְֵיןשְׁכוּנהָיעֲַשׂוּשֶׁלֹּא
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V. Living Up to Israel’s Declaration of Independence

7. Maimonides, Mishneh Torah, Laws of Kings
6:3

ומלחמותמלכיםהלכותתורה,משנה.7
ו:ג

It is forbidden to lie whenmaking such a covenant
or to be untruthful to them after they have made
peace and accepted the sevenmitzvot.

אַחַרלָהֶםוּלְכַזֵּבבִּבְרִיתָםלְשַׁקֵּרואְָסוּר
מִצְוֹת:שֶׁבַעוקְִבְּלוּשֶׁהִשְׁלִימוּ
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