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Children & Families

Hadar’s Children and Families Division is 
building a network of families and young 
adults aspiring to a shared religious vision. 
Through ongoing classes, a tutoring 
network, and meaningful resources, we 
are investing in the next generation and 
building a world animated by our core 
values of Torah, Avodah, and Hesed.

Pedagogy of Partnership (PoP) is a research-
based educational model that teaches a set 
of attitudes and skills to strengthen how we 
engage in Jewish learning and meaningful 
conversation with others. Powered by the 
Hadar Institute, PoP provides professional 
development to educators and leaders, 
conducts a fellowship program for a growing 
network of schools, and develops ready to 
use materials for educators and families. 



Dear Families, Dear Families, Dear Families, Dear Families, 
Judaism’s future has always been built on kids and those 
who are raising them.  No communal and religious vision 
can grow and prosper without a concrete investment in the 
next generation.  In that spirit, Hadar has launched a new 
Children and Families Division.  For several months now, we 
have been offering a new set of programs targeted to help 
you bring Jewish content into your homes and to network 
with other children and families doing the same. We are 
excited to devote energy and resources to this critical 
part of our communal future. And we are excited to join 
with you—parents and kids alike!—as we allow our Jewish 
commitments to have lifelong, multi-generational impact.

We are so excited to share this Hanukkah guide with you 
as a resource to support your learning with your families 
at home. If you want to learn more about Children’s and 
Families programs at Hadar, visit us at www.hadar.org/kids, 
or contact kupetz@hadar.org.

In this Hanukkah guide for families, you will find eight 
sources, one for each night of Hanukkah, that you can learn 
together with your children. We encourage you to adapt 
the learning according to your child’s age, skills and abilities 
and learning style.



11     This text tells us that a miracle occurred when the small 
amount of oil lasted for all eight days. Why do you think 
the rabbis see this as such an important miracle?

22     Have you ever seen something you thought was a miracle?

What is Hanukkah?
As our rabbis taught: On the 25th of Kislev begin the eight days of Hanukkah, during 
which it is forbidden to have funerals or to fast.
For when the Greeks entered the Temple, they made impure all the oils in the Temple.
And when the Hasmonean kingdom triumphed and defeated them, they checked but 
only found one flask of oil upon which the seal of the high priest [was undamaged], 
and there was only enough in there to light for one day.
A miracle happened to it and they lit from it for eight days.
The next year, they fixed the [eight days] and made them into festival days with Hallel 
and thanksgiving.

Talmud Bavli Shabbat 21b

ַמאי ֲחנּוָּכה? 
ְּדָתנּו ַרָּבנַן: ְּבכ״ה ְּבכְִסלֵיו יֹוֵמי ַדֲחנּוָּכה ְּתָמנְיָא ִאיּנּון ְּדלָא לְִמְסַּפד ְּבהֹון ּוְדלָא לְִהְתַעּנֹות ְּבהֹון. 

ֶׁשּכְֶׁשּנִכְנְסּו יְוֹונִים לֵַהיָכל ִטְּמאּו ּכל ַהְּׁשָמנִים ֶׁשַּבֵהיָכל. 
ּוכְֶׁשּגְָבָרה ַמלְכּות ֵּבית ַחְׁשמֹונַאי וְנִּצְחּום, ָּבְדקּו וְלֹא ָמְצאּו ֶאּלָא ַּפךְ ֶאָחד ֶׁשל ֶׁשֶמן ֶׁשָהיָה 

מּוּנָח ְּבחֹוָתמֹו ֶׁשל ּכֵֹהן ּגָדֹול, וְלֹא ָהיָה ּבֹו ֶאּלָא לְַהְדלִיק יֹום ֶאָחד. 
נֲַעָׂשה ּבֹו נֵס וְִהְדלִיקּו ִמֶּמּנּו ְׁשמֹונָה יִָמים. 

לְָׁשנָה ַאֶחֶרת ְקָבעּום וֲַעָׂשאּום יִָמים טֹוִבים ְּבַהּלֵל וְהֹוָדָאה.

תלמוד בבלי שבת כא:
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11     This text presents a situation in which a person has a limited amount of money 
and needs to choose between one mitzvah and another. What are the two 
positions that Rava presents here with regards to having to choose between 
wine for Kiddush or oil for Hanukkah candles? What is the ruling?

22     Why do you think publicizing the Hanukkah miracle is so important, such that one 
should choose lighting the Hanukkah candles even if it means they won’t have 
wine for Kiddush? What other ways can you think of to make the miracle public?

Rava said: It is obvious to me that a Shabbat lamp versus a Hanukkah lamp— 
the Shabbat lamp is preferable (when you only have enough money to light either 
your Shabbat candles or your hanukiyah, you should make sure to have enough for 
Shabbat) because of a peaceful home. [And it is obvious to me that] a Shabbat lamp 
versus wine for Kiddush—the Shabbat lamp is preferable because of a peaceful home.
Rava asked: What is the situation of a Hanukkah lamp versus wine for Kiddush?
Is wine for Kiddush preferable because it is more frequent (every week versus eight 
days per year), or is the Hanukkah lamp preferable in order to [fulfil the requirement 
of] publicizing the miracle?
After he asked it, he solved it: The Hanukkah lamp is preferable because of publicizing 
the miracle.

Talmud Bavli Shabbat 23b

ָאַמר ָרָבא: ְּפִׁשיָטא לִי, נֵר ֵּביתֹו וְנֵר ֲחנּוָּכה — נֵר ֵּביתֹו ָעִדיף, ִמּׁשּום ְׁשלֹום ֵּביתֹו. 
נֵר ֵּביתֹו וְִקיּדּוׁש ַהּיֹום — נֵר ֵּביתֹו ָעִדיף, ִמּׁשּום ְׁשלֹום ֵּביתֹו. 

ָּבֵעי ָרָבא: נֵר ֲחנּוָּכה וְִקיּדּוׁש ַהּיֹום ַמהּו? 
ִקיּדּוׁש ַהּיֹום ֲעִדיף — ִּדְתִדיר, אֹו ִדילְָמא נֵר ֲחנּוָּכה ֲעִדיף — ִמּׁשּום ַּפְרסֹוֵמי נִיָּסא? 

ָּבַתר ְּדַבְעיַּה, ֲהַדר ַּפְׁשַטּה: נֵר ֲחנּוָּכה ֲעִדיף, ִמּׁשּום ַּפְרסֹוֵמי נִיָּסא.

תלמוד בבלי שבת כג:
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11     In this text the rabbis present three levels of lighting the Hanukkah candles.  
The most basic level is lighting one candle for the entire household each night. 
The mehadrin (those who want to go out of their way to fulfil a higher level of the 
mitzvah) light one candle for each person in the household, each night.  
The mehadrin min hamehadrin (the people who want to even go beyond even 
the mehadrin) light a different number of candles each night and adjust it based 
on the night. Beit Shammai say that one should start with 8 candles on the 
first night and decrease one candle each night. Beit Hillel say that one should 
start with 1 candle and increase one candle each night. How do you light the 
Hanukkah candles in your home?

22     How would the days of Hanukkah feel differently whether you were adding or 
decreasing a candle each night?

Our rabbis taught: The mitzvah of Hanukkah is to have one lamp per household.  
But those who are zealous (and want to do extra)—a lamp per person.
And the most zealous—Beit Shammai say: On the first day, light eight; from then on, 
reduce [by one each day].
But Beit Hillel say: On the first day, light one; from then on, increase.
Ulla said: Two rabbis in the West (Eretz Yisrael) disagree about this—Rabbi Yose bar 
Avin and Rabbi Yose bar Zevida.
One said: The reasoning of Beit Shammai is to correspond to the days that are yet to 
come, while the reasoning of Beit Hillel is to correspond to the days that have passed.
[The other] one said: The reasoning of Beit Shammai is to correspond to the 
bulls of Sukkot (the number of bulls sacrificed on each of the eight days of Sukkot 
[+Shemini Atzeret] reduces each day), while the reasoning of Beit Hillel is because 
[of the principle:] “They go up in holiness but do not go down” (e.g. once someone is 
promoted to a higher level, they shouldn’t be demoted; similarly, the holiness of the 
hanukiyah should only increase and not decrease).

Talmud Bavli Shabbat 21b

ָּתנּו ַרָּבנַן: ִמְצוַת ֲחנּוָּכה, נֵר ִאיׁש ּוֵביתֹו. וְַהְמַהְּדִרין, נֵר לְכל ֶאָחד וְֶאָחד. 
וְַהְמַהְּדִרין ִמן ַהְמַהְּדִרין, ֵּבית ַׁשַּמאי אֹוְמִרים: יֹום ִראׁשֹון ַמְדלִיק ְׁשמֹנָה, ִמָּכאן וְֵאילָךְ ּפֹוֵחת וְהֹולֵךְ. 

ּוֵבית ִהּלֵל אֹוְמִרים: יֹום ִראׁשֹון ַמְדלִיק ַאַחת, ִמָּכאן וְֵאילָךְ מֹוִסיף וְהֹולֵךְ.
ָאַמר עּוּלָא: ְּפלִיגִי ַּבּה ְּתֵרי ָאמֹוָרֵאי ְּבַמְעְרָבא, ַרִּבי יֹוֵסי ַּבר ָאִבין וְַרִּבי יֹוֵסי ַּבר זְִביָדא. 

ַחד ָאַמר ַטְעָמא ְּדֵבית ַׁשַּמאי ּכְנֶגֶד יִָמים ַהּנִכְנִָסין, וְַטְעָמא ְּדֵבית ִהּלֵל ּכְנֶגֶד יִָמים ַהּיֹוְצִאין. 
וְַחד ָאַמר ַטְעָמא ְּדֵבית ַׁשַּמאי ּכְנֶגֶד ָּפֵרי ַהַחג, וְַטְעָמא ְּדֵבית ִהּלֵל ְּדַמֲעלִין ַּבּקֶֹדׁש וְֵאין מֹוִריִדין.

תלמוד בבלי שבת כא:
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11     This midrash states that a person who is in the dark can see the light, but a person 
who is in the light cannot see what is in the dark. This challenges our assumption 
that light always helps us see. Can you think of an example of a time where you 
were in the light and had a hard time seeing something that was in the dark?

22     How do you feel about being in the dark? Are there things you can see better 
when there is darkness?

33     Try standing in the light in your house and look outside into the dark. What can you 
see? Then, go outside in the dark and look into your house. What do you see now? 
How did it feel to stand in each of the places and look into the dark or the light?

“Pure olive oil beaten for the light” (Exodus  27:20).  You find that someone standing in 
the dark can see things that are in the light, but someone standing in the light can’t 
see things that are in the dark.  The Holy Blessed One, however, can see in the dark 
or in the light, as it is said: “God knows what it is in the darkness…” (Daniel  2:22).

Midrash Tanhuma (Warsaw) Tetzaveh 8

"ֶׁשֶמן זַיִת זָךְ ָּכִתית לַָּמאֹור" (שמות כז:כ). ַאְּת מֹוֵצא ִמי ֶׁשּנָתּון ַּבחֶֹׁשךְ, רֹוֶאה ַמה ֶּׁשָּבאֹור, ּוִמי 
ֶׁשהּוא נָתּון ָּבאֹור ֵאינֹו רֹוֶאה ַמה ֶּׁשַּבחֶֹׁשךְ. וְַהָּקדֹוׁש ָּברּוךְ הּוא רֹוֶאה ַמה ֶּׁשַּבחֶֹׁשךְ ּוַמה ֶּׁשָּבאֹור, 

ֶׁשּנֱֶאַמר: "יַָדע ָמה ַבֲחׁשֹוָכא" וְגֹו' (דניאל ב:כב)
מדרש תנחומא (ורשא) פרשת תצוה ח
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11     The talmud states that it is prohibited to count money using the Hanukkah light 
so as not to show disrespect to mitzvot. What are things in your life that you show 
your appreciation for by NOT using them?

22     How can you show your appreciation for the Hanukkah candles without using 
them for their light?

Rav Yehudah said Rav Asi said Rav said: It is forbidden to count money by [the light 
of] the Hanukkah lamp… in order that the mitzvot will not be contemptible for him.

Talmud Bavli Shabbat 22a

 ָאַמר ַרב יְהּוָדה ָאַמר ַרב ַאִּסי ָאַמר ַרב: ָאסּור לְַהְרצֹות ָמעֹות ּכְנֶגֶד נֵר ֲחנּוָּכה…
ֶׁשּלֹא יְהּו ִמְצֹות ְּבזּויֹות ָעלָיו.

תלמוד בבלי שבת כב.
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11     The case that is described in the mishnah deals with the responsibility one has 
over a fire they light. Why do you think the rule is different when the fire lit outside, 
in a public area, was for Hanukkah?

22     If you are doing something good (like performing the mitzvah of lighting the 
Hanukkah candles and placing them outside) and it accidentally causes someone 
else damage, should you be held responsible for that damage?

If a camel was laden with flax and passed through the public road, its flax entered  
a shop, caught fire from the shopkeeper’s lamp, and set fire to the building— 
the camel’s owner is responsible.
If the shopkeeper left their lamp outside [and the flax caught fire etc.]— 
the shopkeeper is responsible.
Rabbi Yehudah says: If it was a Hanukkah lamp, [the shopkeeper] is not responsible.

Mishnah Bava Kamma 6:6

 ּגָָמל ֶׁשָהיָה ָטעּון ִּפְׁשָּתן וְָעַבר ִּבְרׁשּות ָהַרִּבים, וְנִכְנַס ִּפְׁשָּתנֹו לְתֹוךְ ַהֲחנּות, 
וְָדלְקּו ְּבנֵרֹו ֶׁשל ֶחנְוָנִי וְִהְדלִיק ֶאת ַהִּביָרה, ַּבַעל ַהּגָָמל ַחּיָב. 

ִהּנִיַח ֶחנְוָנִי נֵרֹו ִמַּבחּוץ, ַהֶחנְוָנִי ַחּיָב. 
ַרִּבי יְהּוָדה אֹוֵמר, ְּבנֵר ֲחנָֻּכה ָּפטּור:

משנה בבא קמא ו:ו
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11     This text discusses the use of an oil lamp, and describes different options that 
may allow more than one person to light from the same oil lamp, so long as there 
is a clear distinction and separation between each of the wicks. Why do you think 
each person needs to have their own wick?

22     Why is a bonfire not considered to be a fulfilment of the obligation to light 
Hanukkah candles but a flame is? What is the difference between the two kinds of 
fire and light?

(1)  Said Rav Yitzhak bar Redifah said Rav Huna: A lamp that has two spouts—
it can fulfil the obligations of two people.

(2)  Rava said: One who filled a dish with oil and surrounded it with wicks— 
If they covered it with a vessel it can fulfil the obligations of many people.

(3)  But if they didn’t cover it with a vessel, they essentially made it into a 
bonfire, and it won’t even fulfil one person’s obligation.

Talmud Bavli Shabbat 23b

(1) ָאַמר ַרב יִצְָחק ַּבר ְרִדיָפה ָאַמר ַרב הּונָא: נֵר ֶׁשּיֵׁש לָּה ְׁשנֵי ִפּיֹות — עֹולָה לְִׁשנֵי ְּבנֵי ָאָדם. 
(2) ָאַמר ָרָבא: ִמיּלֵא ְקָעָרה ֶׁשֶמן וְִהִּקיָפּה ְּפִתילֹות. ּכָָפה ָעלֶיָה ּכְלִי — עֹולָה לְכַָּמה ְּבנֵי ָאָדם.

(3) לֹא ּכָָפה ָעלֶיָה ּכְלִי — ֲעָׂשָאּה ּכְִמין ְמדּוָרה, וֲַאִפיּלּו לְֶאָחד נֵָמי ֵאינָּה עֹולָה.

תלמוד בבלי שבת כג:
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11     The talmud says that when the days start to get shorter in the fall, Adam 
immediately assumes that it was happening as a result  of his  wrongdoing, and 
that the world was being destroyed and returning to chaos. After eight days of 
praying and fasting the winter season begins and the days start getting longer 
and Adam concludes that this is the way things are and it is part of the order of 
the world. He celebrated for eight days.  Why do you think Adam attributes this to 
something he did wrong?

22     How do you think Adam feels when he sees the days getting longer again and 
realizes that this is the order of the world? Why doesn’t Adam relate the days 
getting longer to his own fasting and prayer?

33     How might this midrash about Adam relate to Hanukkah?

Our rabbis taught:  When the Adam saw that the days were getting shorter, he said:  
Oy!  Perhaps because I sinned the world is dark because of me, will return to chaos 
and disorder, and this is the death that was given to me from heaven!  He got up and 
sat for eight days in fasting and prayer.
When he saw midwinter and that the days started getting longer, he said:  This is the 
way of the world!  He went and did eight festival days.  The following year, he made 
both of these [two sets of eight days] into festivals.

Talmud Bavli Avodah Zarah 8a

ת"ר לפי שראה אדם הראשון יום שמתמעט והולך אמר אוי לי שמא בשביל 
שסרחתי עולם חשוך בעדי וחוזר לתוהו ובוהו וזו היא מיתה שנקנסה עלי מן 

השמים עמד וישב ח' ימים בתענית [ובתפלה]
כיון שראה תקופת טבת וראה יום שמאריך והולך אמר מנהגו של עולם הוא 
הלך ועשה שמונה ימים טובים לשנה האחרת עשאן לאלו ולאלו ימים טובים.

תלמוד בבלי עבודה זרה ח.
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Pedagogy of Partnership (PoP) Pedagogy of Partnership (PoP) 
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Pedagogy of Partnership (PoP) Pedagogy of Partnership (PoP) 
Hanukkah Family Text Study and Activity*Hanukkah Family Text Study and Activity*

Introduction

Hanukkah is one of the main times in the Jewish calendar that we express gratitude al hanissim/
for the miracles that were wrought in ages past. The miraculous story of the Maccabees’ 
successful revolt against the Greek Syrians, who had outlawed Judaism and defiled the Temple, 
has inspired generations. Further, the miracle of the one-day supply of oil that kept the menorah 
burning in the newly reclaimed Temple for eight days has offered a message of hope for all who 
have experienced dark times. 

Today, many people find the idea of miracles can be challenging. However, Jewish tradition has 
always held a broad notion of the miraculous, ranging from supernatural events, often referred to 
as “revealed miracles,” to natural phenomena, like a well functioning body, that are nevertheless 
awe-inspiring when we stop and reflect on them, and which often referred to as “hidden 
miracles.”  This family text study and activity takes inspiration from this range of understanding the 
miraculous, and explores one way classical Jewish texts engage with it. By doing so, the study and 
activity seek to illuminate for participants the varieties of wonder and amazement that occur in 
their lives.

The text study is intended for parents or caretakers to engage with on their own, or to study with 
older children. In both cases, the study serves as a framing and inspiration for the activity that 
follows it. Nevertheless, the study can also be omitted if a family’s needs are best met by beginning 
directly with the activity, which lays out the main ideas from the text study in its introduction. 

****Pedagogy of Partnership is a comprehensive Jewish educational model that supports educators and 
adults to bring Torah to the next generation. Rooted in Jewish values and practices, PoP enables learners 
of all ages to develop the habits of wonder, empathy, and responsibility toward others and Torah. PoP 
conducts professional development workshops, coaching, a fellowship program for a growing network of 
schools, and provides ready-to-use materials. In this time of physical distance, the PoP approach restores 
relationship building to its central place in education and promotes connectivity.



Text Study

During this study we encourage you to practice “attentive silence”—listening closely and asking 
follow-up questions—while others speak. Do not jump in with an alternative perspective before 
you have heard and explored the other’s ideas. Ask questions: “Can you tell me more about that?” 
or “I am not sure I understand, can you explain it in other words?” This practice helps deepen the 
conversation and build relationships as you learn together.

11    The blessing below is the second blessing that is recited when lighting the Hanukkah candles. 
Read through it twice. The first time, read it without the “and” in parentheses. The second 
time, read it with the “and”.  How does the meaning change for you and those studying with 
you when you read it the second way?

ברכת "על ניסים" להדלקת נרות חנוכה
ָּברּוךְ ַאָּתה ה', ֱא-לֵֹהינּו ֶמלֶךְ ָהעֹולָם, ֶׁשָעָׂשה נִִּסים לֲַאבֹוֵתֽינּו ַּבּיִָמים ָהֵהם )ּו(ַּבּזְַמן ַהּזֶה:

The ‘Al HaNissim blessing upon lighting the Hannukiya 
Blessed are You, Lord our God, Sovereign of all, who performed miracles for our 
 ancestors in days of old )and( at this time.

22    This next text will explore the possible insights from the different versions of this blessing.

כתר שם טוב ב:תקכט )ר' שם טוב גאגין מאה י''ט-כ, א''י ואנגליה(

בנוגע לנוסחאת א''י וסת''מ...שאומרים "בזמן הזה" ולא "ובזמן הזה" כמנהג לונדון ואמש' עי' להט''ז 
שהסכים לומר "בזמן" ולא "ובזמן", והשיג על הלבוש שכ' לומר בואו כלומר לכלול הנסים הגלויים 

 והנסתרים שהקב''ה עושה עמנו בכל יום הוא טעות. ולפע''ד צדק הלבוש במ''ש ויש סעד וסמך 
לדבריו ממה שאנו אומרים שלש פעמים בכל יום "ועל נסיך שבכל יום עמנו ועל נפלאותיך וגו' שבכל 

עת יבא על נכון לומר בימים ההם שב לימי המכבים ובזמן הזה ג''כ עושה עמנו נסים ונפלאות…

Keter Shem Tob 2:529 )Rabbi Shem-Tob Gaugine 19th-20th C. Israel and England(* 
There is a difference of custom regarding the al hanissim blessing. Some communities, 
including those of the land of Israel, Syria, Turkey and Egypt, conclude the blessing by 
saying “at this time”. Meanwhile, others such as the Spanish and Portuguese in London 
and Amsterdam conclude the blessing with one added word, “and at this time”. Most 
do not follow this second custom and its validity has been debated. Those authorities 
who defend it do so because the word “and” allows the blessing to include revealed 
miracles done at the time of the Maccabees, as well as hidden miracles that the 
Holy Blessed One did both at that time and with us every day. Still, some authorities 
maintain that this argument is mistaken. In my humble opinion, the supporters of the 
custom of saying “and at this time” are justified by evidence from what we recite in 
the daily ‘amidah where we say, “We give thanks to You...for the miracles that are with 
us each day and for Your wonders and goodness that occur at all moments, evening, 
morning and afternoon…” 
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*   This is a functional translation



Questions to consider:Questions to consider:Questions to consider:Questions to consider:

11    How does Rabbi Gaugine explain the difference in meaning between the two different 
versions of the al hanissim blessing?

22    How does his explanation compare to how you understood the difference?

33    As support for those who recite the  “and at this time” version of the al hanissim blessing, 
Rabbi Gaugine quotes a portion of the daily ‘amidah )“We give thanks to You...for the miracles 
that are with us each day and for Your wonders and goodness that occur at all moments, 
evening, morning and afternoon…”( How exactly does it serve as support for saying “and at 
this time”?

44    By using this quote )“We give thanks to You...for the miracles that are with us each day and for 
Your wonders and goodness that occur at all moments, evening, morning and afternoon…”( 
as support,  Rabbi Gaugine would seem to imply that it is discussing “hidden miracles”? If so, 
what does that suggest  about what “hidden miracles” are?

55    If the Hanukkah blessing of al hanissim does include gratitude for hidden miracles, why might 
Hanukkah have been chosen as a time to express this gratitude? )Call to mind what you know 
about the Hanukkah story and what has been explored about miracles in this study.(



Hanukkah celebrates  נסים/nissim, miracles. In Jewish tradition, miracles can be things that defy 
scientific explanation, like when there was only enough oil to light the Temple’s menorah for one 
day but it lasted for eight. They can also be things made of natural, commonplace elements that, 
when we pause and reflect on them, nevertheless  inspire our awe and wonder. The Maccabees’ 
victory despite being vastly outnumbered and in possession of much fewer resources is an 
example of this second kind of miracle. 

When we say the blessings over the Hanukkah candles and give thanks for the various kinds of 
miracles performed for our ancestors during this time, some suggest that we are also giving thanks 
for the natural, commonplace miracles that  occurred not just in the past, but continue each 
and every day. The following activity sets the stage for people to discover the miraculous in the 
everyday. 

Use the introduction above as a script to start this activity with your family. Then, work together to 
find 8 everyday miracles in your house. Set a timer for 8 minutes and explain that that is how long 
people will have to gather their item or items. 
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++   If children are younger, parents and caregivers can go on this hunt together with the children. 
The items you find can include things such as hot water from the faucet, or some type of 
technological gadget that we have little understanding about how it works. You can use this 
time to ask questions about these items and where they come from, or, imagine not having 
them. 

++    If the children in your household are older, the 8-item goal can be divided according to the 
number of family members, for each to gather one or more items individually. Also for older 
children, the option of researching amazing facts about nature or the human body at the 
“Weird But True” resource from National Geographic or Reader’s Digest’s “Fun Science Facts 
You Never Learned in School” may help facilitate their interest.  If there are more than 8 
people participating, make teams and have them each find one or multiple items until there 
are a total of 8 items from the entire group. You can also consider doing this activity together 
with other families over video conference. 

++    Once everyone has found their items, gather in a common place and allow each person or 
group to explain why they chose the items they did. You may wish to have everyone begin with 
the same stem, “This     is miraculous because     ”.

++    Conclude by going one more round in the group, having each person thank another for 
revealing a miracle that was particularly meaningful to them. Again, you can use a stem like, 
“Thank you       for showing me )or reminding me( that     
is miraculous.
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