
WORLDLY  
AND OTHER-WORLDLY 
DIMENSIONS  
OF THE SUKKAH
5DEEL�$YLYD�5LFKPDQ

A sukkah does the impossible. It carves out a small 
VSDFH�WR�PHHW�*RG�LQ�RXU�RZQ�EDFN\DUG��$IWHU�
WKH�LQWHQVLW\�RI�5RVK�+DVKDQDK�DQG�<RP�.LSSXU��
LPPHUVHG�LQ�V\QDJRJXH�DQG�SUD\HU��IRU�6XNNRW�ZH�
build a structure, and then all we need to do is be in it. 
%HLQJ�RXUVHOYHV�LV�GRLQJ�D�mitzvah��EHLQJ�RXUVHOYHV�LV�
EHLQJ�ZLWK�*RG�

:KDW�DOORZV�IRU�WKLV�PHHWLQJ�SRLQW�EHWZHHQ�WKH�
GLYLQH�DQG�KXPDQ�UHDOPV"�+RZ�GR�ZH�LPDJLQH�WKLV�
HQFRXQWHU"�7KH�7DOPXGȇV�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�WKH�SK\VLFDO�
dimensions of the sukkah�UHYHDOV�GHHS�WKHRORJLFDO�
GLPHQVLRQV��JLYLQJ�XV�DFFHVV�WR�ULFKHU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJV�
of what it means to be in a sukkah and appreciate its 
spirituality. 

MAXIMUM HEIGHT: TAPPING INTO 
MESSIANIC TIMES

7KH�0LVKQDK��6XNNDK������VWDWHV�WKDW�D�sukkah may 
QRW�EH�KLJKHU�WKDQ�WZHQW\�FXELWV�RU�ORZHU�WKDQ�WHQ�
KDQGEUHDGWKV��7KH�7DOPXG�R΍HUV�D�IHZ�SHUVSHFWLYHV�
RQ�ZKHUH�WKHVH�PHDVXUHPHQWV�FRPH�IURP��2QH�
H[SODQDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�WZHQW\�FXELW�KHLJKW�OLPLW�HPHUJHV�
IURP�DQ�DSRFDO\SWLF�YLVLRQ�LQ�ΖVDLDK�

תלמוד בבלי סוכה ב.

 רבי זירא אמר: מהכא (ישעיהו ד) וסכה תהיה לצל

 יומם מחרב, עד עשרים אמה – אדם יושב בצל סוכה,

 למעלה מעשרים אמה – אין אדם יושב בצל סוכה,

אלא בצל דפנות.

Babylonian Talmud Sukkah 2a
R. Zeira said: From here, “the VXNNDK will be shade 
during the day from destruction” (Isaiah 4:6). Up 
to twenty cubits, a person sits in the shade of the 
VXNNDK. Above twenty cubits, a person no longer 
sits in the shade of the VXNNDK but in the shade of 
the walls.

)URP�D�WHFKQLFDO�SHUVSHFWLYH��WKH�YHUVH�LQ�ΖVDLDK�
proves that a sukkah�VKRXOGQȇW�EH�WRR�WDOO��EHFDXVH��
if it is, the shade comes from the walls rather than 
WKH�Ȋsukkahȋ�LWVHOI��WKDW�LV��IURP�WKH�s’khakh on top. 
7KH�VKHOWHU�RI�WKH�sukkah�PXVW�EH�IUDJLOH��VXFK�WKDW�
\RX�FDQ�VHH�WKDW�WKH�VKHOWHULQJ�H΍HFW�FRPHV�IURP�WKH�
GHOLFDWH�PDWHULDO�DERYH��7KH�IUDJLOLW\�RI�WKLV�VWUXFWXUH�
becomes all the more pronounced when we notice 
the context of the verse, which describes destruction 
in the end of days. As storms and chaos swirl about, a 
WLQ\�VKHOWHU�FUHDWHV�VRPH�VHFXULW\�

ישעיה ד:ה-ו

 ובָּראָ ה‘ עַל כלָּ־מְכוןֹ הַר־ציִוּןֹ ועְַל־מִקְראֶָהָ עָנןָ יומָֹם

ן ונְגֹהַּ אֵשׁ להֶָבָה לָילְהָ כיִּ עַל־כלָּ כבָּודֹ חֻפָּה� וסְֻכהָּ  ועְָשָׁ

הְיהֶ לצְֵל־יומָֹם מֵחרֹבֶ ולּמְַחְסֶה ולּמְִסְתּורֹ מִזרֶּםֶ  תִּ

�ומִּמָּטָר

Isaiah 4:5-6
God will create over the whole shrine and meeting 
place of Mount Zion cloud by day and smoke with 
D�JORZ�RI�ȵDPLQJ�ȴUH�E\�QLJKW��ΖQGHHG��RYHU�DOO�
the glory shall hang a canopy, which shall serve 
as a pavilion for shade from heat by day and as a 
shelter for protection against drenching rain.
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7KH�*HPDUD��WKRXJK��REMHFWV�WR�5��=HLUDȇV�SURRI�

תלמוד בבלי סוכה ב:

 כרבי זירא נמי לא אמרי - ההוא לימות המשיח הוא

דכתיב.

Babylonian Talmud Sukkah 2b
They don’t follow R. Zeira; that is written about 
messianic times. 

$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKLV�UHIXWDWLRQ��WKH�YHUVH�FRQQHFWLQJ�
VKHOWHU�WR�WKH�IUDJLOH�s’khakh�LWVHOI�KDV�QR�EHDULQJ�LQ�
RXU�RZQ�WLPHV��7KH�XWLOLW\�RI�VXFK�D�IUDJLOH�VKHOWHU�
PDGH�RXW�RI�*RGȇV�PDQLIHVW�SUHVHQFH�LV�PHDQLQJOHVV�
LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�ZH�OLYH�LQ��LW�FDQ�RQO\�R΍HU�SURWHFWLRQ�
LQ�PHVVLDQLF�WLPHV��%XW�WKH�*HPDUD�GHȵHFWV�WKLV�
REMHFWLRQ��DQG��LQ�VR�GRLQJ��GUDZV�D�OLQH�EHWZHHQ�WKH�
PHVVLDQLF�GD\V�DQG�RXU�RZQ��UHDO�ZRUOG�

 ורבי זירא: אם כן לימא קרא וחפה תהיה לצל יומם,

ומאי וסכה תהיה לצל יומם - שמעת מינה תרתי.

R. Zeira responds: if so, let the verse say, “the 
huppah will provide shade in the day.” Why does 
it say “VXNNDK”? To teach two things [(1) about 
the messianic times, and (2) about the VXNNDK we 
build today].

5��=HLUD�SRLQWV�WR�D�VXSHUȵXRXV�XVH�RI�QRXQV�LQ�
WKH�SDVVDJH�IURP�ΖVDLDK��7KH�SUHYLRXV�YHUVH�UHIHUV�
WR�WKH�VKHOWHULQJ�VWUXFWXUH�DV�D�huppah, and only 
VXEVHTXHQWO\�DV�D�sukkah��+H�FRQFOXGHV�WKDW�WKH�
XQQHFHVVDU\�XVDJH�RI�WKH�ZRUG�sukkah hints to the 
KROLGD\�RI�6XNNRW��ΖQ�IDFW��WKH�sukkah of our own times 
LV�OLNH�WKH�sukkah�RI�PHVVLDQLF�WLPHV��)URP�D�WHFKQLFDO�
perspective, this means that it, too, must have shade 
from the s’khakh and not the walls. When we treat the 
YHUVHV�IURP�ΖVDLDK�DV�DQ�LQWHUWH[W�IRU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�
the function of the sukkah�PRUH�EURDGO\��WKRXJK��WKH�
LPDJH�RI�*RGȇV�SUHVHQFH�R΍HULQJ�VKHOWHU�IURP�VWRUPV�
WDNHV�RQ�QHZ�PHDQLQJV��(YHQ�LQ�WKH�VWRUPV�DQG�FKDRV�
RI�WKH�WLPHV�ZH�OLYH�LQ��ZH�PD\�ȴQG�GLYLQH�VKHOWHU��
KRZHYHU�IUDJLOH�WKDW�PD\�EH��ΖW�LVQȇW�PHUHO\�D�PHVVLDQ�
ic dream deferred.

MINIMUM HEIGHT: TRAVERSING THE 
DIVINE/HUMAN DIVIDE

:KHQ�WKH�*HPDUD�ODWHU�GLVFXVVHV�WKH�PLQLPXP�KHLJKW�

of the sukkah, it catapults us into dramatic scenes of 
ELEOLFDO�QDUUDWLYH��7KH�*HPDUD�GUDZV�RXU�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�
three moments that explicitly refer to times of close 
encounter between a person and God. 

תלמוד בבלי סוכה ד:-ה.

 מנלן? אתמר, רב ורבי חנינא ורבי יוחנן ורב חביבא

 מתנו... ארון תשעה וכפורת טפח - הרי כאן עשרה

וכתיב ונועדתי לך שם ודברתי אתך מעל הכפרת

 ותניא, רבי יוסי אומר: מעולם לא ירדה שכינה למטה,

 ולא עלו משה ואליהו למרום, שנאמר השמים שמים

לה‘ והארץ נתן לבני אדם

Babylonian Talmud Sukkah 4b-5a
From where do we know [that a VXNNDK less than 
ten handbreadths is not kosher]? 

It was said: Rav, R. Hanina, R. Yohanan and R. 
Haviva taught… ‘The ark was nine and the cover 
one handbreadth’—this makes ten handbreadths.

And it is written, “I will meet with you there and 
speak to you from on top of the cover [between 
the two cherubim on the ark of testimony]” 
(Exodus 25:22).

And it was taught: R. Yose said: The divine 
presence never came down to the lower world, 
and Moses and Elijah never went up to the upper 
world. As it says, “the Heavens belong to God and 
the earth, God gave to human beings” (Psalm 
115:16).

7KLV�sugya��RU�SDVVDJH��R΍HUV�D�FRPSOH[��WKUHH�SDUW�
SURRI�IRU�WHQ�KDQGEUHDGWKV�DV�D�PLQLPXP�KHLJKW�RI�
the sukkah��)LUVW��WKH�*HPDUD�WUDFHV�WKH�QXPEHU�WHQ�WR�
WKH�PRGHO�RI�WKH�DUN�LQ�WKH�mishkanȃWRJHWKHU��WKH�DUN�
DQG�WKH�FRYHU�PDGH�WHQ�KDQGEUHDGWKV��7KLV�LV�D�VROLG�
case for ten handbreadths, but what does it have to 
do with a sukkah"�&U\SWLFDOO\��WKH�SURRIWH[W�JRHV�RQ�WR�
TXRWH�D�YHUVH�IURP�([RGXV�WKDW�VWDWHV�WKH�IXQFWLRQ�RI�
WKH�DUN�ZDV�IRU�*RG�WR�PHHW�0RVKH�WKHUH�DQG�VSHDN�
IURP�DERYH�WKH�DUNȇV�FRYHU��)LQDOO\��WKH�*HPDUD�WXUQV�
WR�WKH�ODVW�SDUW�RI�WKH�SURRI��D�VWDWHPHQW�IURP�DQ�HDUO\�
VDJH��5��<RVH��WKDW�*RGȇV�SUHVHQFH�QHYHU�FDPH�GRZQ�
to earth, nor did Moshe or Eliyahu ever transcend into 
the divine sphere.

52

SU
KKO

T



7KLV�GLVFXVVLRQ�LV�DOO�IDVFLQDWLQJ��EXW�ZKDW�GRHV�LW�
have to do with a sukkah"�:LWK�WKH�DLG�RI�5DVKL��ZH�
VHH�WKDW�WKLV�WKUHH�SDUW�SURRI�VHUYHV�DV�WKH�EDVLV�IRU�
D�JHQHUDO�SULQFLSOH��QRW�VSHFLȴF�WR�sukkah, that ten 
handbreadths constitute a distinctive zone or area, 
a reshut. God and humanity must have separate 
UHDOPV��ȊWKH�KHDYHQV�EHORQJ�WR�*RG�DQG�WKH�HDUWK�WR�
KXPDQ�EHLQJVȋ���\HW��*RG�FRPHV�WR�VSHDN�WR�0RVKH�
LQ�D�GLYLQH�KXPDQ�HQFRXQWHU��6R�LW�PXVW�EH�WKDW�WKH�
separate zones were maintained even in this encoun�
WHU��+HQFH��WKH�WHQ�KDQGEUHDGWKV�RI�WKH�mishkan were 
WR�FUHDWH�WKH�EDUULHU�WKDW�ZRXOG�DOORZ�IRU�PHHWLQJ��7KH�
sukkah��WKHQ��LV�OLNH�WKH�WHQ�KDQGEUHDGWK�EDUULHU�WKDW�
DOORZV�IRU�*RGȇV�SUHVHQFH�WR�UHVW�RQ�WRS��UHPDLQLQJ�
outside of a delineated and discrete human realm.

7KURXJK�WKHVH�WKHRORJLFDOO\�ULFK�QDUUDWLYH�SURRIWH[WV��
the mitzvah of sukkah becomes an exercise in the 
SRVVLELOLW\�RI�QRWKLQJ�OHVV�WKDQ�DSSURDFKLQJ�*RG��$W�
WKH�VDPH�WLPH��WKH�*HPDUD�ZHDNHQV�WKH�SRZHU�RI�
WKHVH�PRPHQWV�E\�LQWURGXFLQJ�D�OHYHO�RI�GLVWDQFH�
between God and the human realm in each. We 
DUH�OHIW�WR�ZRQGHU��GRHV�WKH�sukkah, of at least ten 
handbreadths, propel us into close relationship with 
*RG��RU�GRHV�LW�DFWXDOO\�HUHFW�D�EDUULHU"

7KH�7DOPXG�UHFRUGV�D�YHKHPHQW�EDFNODVK�WR�WKH�LGHD�
of a constant ten handbreadths of distance between 
WKH�KXPDQ�DQG�WKH�GLYLQH�UHDOPV��+RZ�FRXOG�WKH�
IXQGDPHQWDO�WKHRORJ\�RI�WKH�7RUDK��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�
central depiction of revelation, hold up to this concept 
RI�GLYLQH�GLVWDQFH"�7KH�*HPDUD�KXUOV�PXOWLSOH�DWWDFNV�
DJDLQVW�WKLV�QRWLRQ�WKDW�QHLWKHU�*RG�QRU�KXPDQV�
SHQHWUDWHG�HDFK�RWKHUȇV�UHDOPV��

תלמוד בבלי סוכה ה.

 ולא ירדה שכינה למטה?

והכתיב וירד ה‘ על הר סיני! למעלה מעשרה טפחים.

 והכתיב ועמדו רגליו ביום ההוא על הר הזיתים! -

למעלה מעשרה טפחים.

 ולא עלו משה ואליהו למרום? והכתיב ומשה עלה אל

האלקים! - למטה מעשרה.

והכתיב ויעל אליהו בסערה השמים! - למטה מעשרה.

 והכתיב מאחז פני כסא פרשז עליו עננו, ואמר ר‘

 תנחום מלמד שפירש ש–די מזיו שכינתו ועננו עליו! -

למטה מעשרה.

Babylonian Talmud Sukkah 5a
The divine presence never came down? 

But it is written, “God came down on Mount Sinai” 
(Exodus 19:20)! God remained ten handbreadths 
above. 

But it is written, “God’s legs will stand that day 
on the Mount of Olives” (Zechariah 14:4)! Ten 
handbreadths above. 

Moshe and Eliyahu never went up? But it is 
written, “Moses went up to God” (Exodus 19:3)! He 
remained ten handbreadths below.

But it is written “Eliyahu went up to the Heavens in 
a storm” (II Kings 2:11)! Ten handbreadths below.

But it is written, “grasping the throne, He spread 
his cloud over him” (Job 26:9), and R. Tanhum 
said: This teaches that God spread His divine glory 
and His cloud upon him. Below ten handbreadths.

2I�FRXUVH��LW�LV�SRVVLEOH�WR�EUHDN�WKURXJK�D�EDUULHU�EH�
WZHHQ�WKH�GLYLQH�DQG�KXPDQ�UHDOPV��VD\V�WKH�*HPDUD��
*RG�RQ�0W��6LQDL�JLYLQJ�WKH�7RUDK��*RG�RQ�WKH�0RXQW�
RI�2OLYHV�LQ�WKH�HQG�RI�GD\V��0RVKH�DQG�(OL\DKX�JR�XS�
WR�*RG��7R�DOO�RI�WKHVH��WKH�*HPDUD�R΍HUV�WKH�VDPH�
response. In each of these moments of union, there 
ZDV�DFWXDOO\�VWLOO�D�WHQ�KDQGEUHDGWK�EX΍HU�LQ�EHWZHHQ��
ΖQ�OLJKW�RI�WKHVH�QDUUDWLYH�PRPHQWV��ZH�DUH�OHIW�WR�
perceive the sukkah�DV�WKDW�EX΍HU��FUHDWLQJ�WKH�VDIH�
distance that allows for close connection with God.

REACHING TO THE OTHER

In the end, the Gemara cannot resolve one scene 
LQ�H[DFWO\�WKLV�ZD\��7KH�YHUVH�LQ�-RE��PLGUDVKLFDOO\�
DSSOLHG�WR�0RVKH��VSHDNV�RI�D�KXPDQ�ȊJUDVSLQJȋ�WKH�
GLYLQH�WKURQH��2EYLRXVO\��JUDVSLQJ�LV�QRW�VRPHWKLQJ�
someone can do at a ten handbreadth distance! 

 כל מקום מאחז פני כיסא כתיב! - אישתרבובי

אישתרבב ליה כסא עד עשרה, ונקט ביה
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But still, it says, “grasping the throne” (Job 26:9)! 
God extended the throne ten handbreadths, and 
he grasped it.

+HUH��WKH�*HPDUD�H[SODLQV�WKDW�*RG�VWUHWFKHG�EH\RQG�
WKH�GLYLQH�UHDOP��H[WHQGLQJ�WKH�GLYLQH�WKURQH�WKURXJK�
to the end of the ten handbreadth barrier between 
0RVKH�DQG�*RG��7KLV�FU\SWLF��EXW�ULFK��OLQH�OHDGV�XV�
to picture the sukkah�D�ELW�GL΍HUHQWO\��5DWKHU�WKDQ�
FUHDWLQJ�WKH�WHQ�KDQGEUHDGWK�EDUULHU�WKDW�NHHSV�*RG�
DW�D�VDIH�HQRXJK�GLVWDQFH�WR�DOORZ�IRU�PHHWLQJ�*RG��
the sukkah could be read instead as either our—or 
*RGȇVȃPHFKDQLVP�IRU�H[WHQGLQJ�LQWR�WKH�]RQH�RI�
WKH�2WKHU��%\�EXLOGLQJ�WKH�sukkah, perhaps we are 
H[WHQGLQJ�RXUVHOYHV�LQWR�WKH�WHQ�KDQGEUHDGWK�EX΍HU�
EHWZHHQ�XV�DQG�*RG��2U�SHUKDSV�WKH�sukkah�UHȵHFWV�
*RGȇV�GHVLUH�WR�H[WHQG�LQWR�RXU�OLYHV�

HOUSING GOD’S PRESENCE 

7KHUH�LV�RQH�ȴQDO�WXUQ�LQ�WKH�*HPDUDȇV�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�
worldly and transcendent dimensions of the sukkah. 
&DWDO\]HG�E\�D�WHFKQLFDO�TXHVWLRQ�DERXW�WKH�PLQLPXP�
KHLJKW�RI�WKH�sukkah��KRZ�GR�\RX�NQRZ�WKH�WHQ�KDQG�
breadths of empty space in the sukkah must exclude 
the s’khakh"���WKH�*HPDUD�OHDGV�XV�WR�D�YHUVH�LQ�WKH�
GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�WKH�DUN�LQ�WKH�mishkan that has more 
explicit resonance with the sukkah than the discussion 
WKDW�FDPH�EHIRUH�

תלמוד בבלי סוכה ה:

 וכתיב והיו הכרבים פרשי כנפים למעלה סככים

 בכנפיהם על הכפרת. קרייה רחמנא סככה למעלה

 מעשרה.

Babylonian Talmud Sukkah 5b
And it is written, ״The cherubim spread their wings 
above, covering the ark with their wings" (Exodus 
25:20). The Torah calls it "covering (VȇNKDNK)" 
above ten handbreadths.

)URP�KHUH��WKH�*HPDUD�GHULYHV�WKDW��MXVW�DV�WKH�KHLJKW�
RI�WKH�FKHUXELPȇV�ZLQJV�ZDV�WHQ�KDQGEUHDGWKV�DERYH�
WKH�FRYHU�RI�WKH�DUNȃL�H��MXVW�DERYH�WKHLU�KHDGVȃVR��
too, the s’khakh must hover above ten handbreadths 
RI�HPSW\�VSDFH�WR�WKH�ȵRRU�RI�WKH�sukkah��7KLV�OHDYHV�
XV�ZLWK�FODULW\�DERXW�WKH�PLQLPXP�KHLJKW�RI�WKH�
sukkah��LW�PXVW�EH�WHQ�KDQGEUHDGWKV��QRW�LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�
KHLJKW�RI�WKH�s'khakh�LWVHOI��<HW��WKLV�LPDJH�LV�DFWXDOO\�

a total swerve from the previous derivation for ten 
KDQGEUHDGWKV��%HIRUH��ZH�WKRXJKW�WKH�sukkah was 
DNLQ�WR�WKH�WHQ�KDQGEUHDGWKV�RI�WKH�DUN�LWVHOI��FUHDWLQJ�
D�EDUULHU�EHWZHHQ�XV�DQG�*RG��1RZ��WKH�WHQ�KDQG�
EUHDGWKV�FRQVWLWXWH�WKH�VSDFH�DERYH�WKH�DUN��ZKHUH�
*RGȇV�YRLFH�HPHUJHG�EHWZHHQ�WKH�FKHUXELP��

6R��KRZ�VKRXOG�ZH�WKLQN�RI�RXU�sukkah"�ΖV�LW�D�EDU�
rier between us and God, with the divine presence 
KRYHULQJ�DERYH"�2U�LV�RXU�sukkah the space that 
DFWXDOO\�KRXVHV�*RGȇV�SUHVHQFH"�7KLV�PHWDSK\VLFDO�
SDUDGR[�PD\�PHDQ�QRWKLQJ�WR�RXU�DFWXDO�H[SHULHQFH�
RI�GZHOOLQJ�LQ�WKH�sukkah��<HW��Ζ�ȴQG�LW�KHOSIXO�WKDW�RXU�
WUDGLWLRQ�R΍HUV�D�G\QDPLF�SLFWXUH�RI�KRZ�WKH�sukkah 
EULQJV�XV�LQWR�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�*RG��

When we build the sukkah each year, or dwell in one 
somebody else built and shared, we can focus on dif�
IHUHQW�DVSHFWV�RI�EXLOGLQJ�FORVH�UHODWLRQVKLS��ZKHWKHU�
with God or with others in our lives. Sometimes, we 
QHHG�WR�ȴJXUH�RXW�KRZ�WR�GUDZ�ERXQGDULHV�WKDW�FUHDWH�
WKH�VSDFH�DQG�GLVWDQFH�WR�DOORZ�IRU�HQFRXQWHULQJ�HDFK�
other. Sometimes, we may be ready to temporarily 
extend ourselves into that boundary. And sometimes, 
we need to realize that we have the capacity to hold 
DQRWKHUȇV�SUHVHQFH�LQ�RXU�RZQ�VSDFH��QR�PDWWHU�KRZ�
counterintuitive that may seem. When we see the 
OHJDO�GHWDLOV�RI�WKH�sukkah�WKURXJK�WKHLU�WKHRORJLFDO�
DQG�QDUUDWLYH�XQGHUSLQQLQJV��ZH�FDQ�VWDUW�WR�GR�WKH�
ZRUN�RI�EULQJLQJ�XV�FORVHU�WR�UHGHHPHG�WLPHV��ZKHUH�
our sukkah�LV�OLNH�D�huppah of shelter amidst the 
storms of life. 
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