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Children & Families

Hadar’s Children and Families Division is 
building a network of families and young 
adults aspiring to a shared religious vision. 
Through ongoing classes, a tutoring 
network, and meaningful resources, we 
are investing in the next generation and 
building a world animated by our core 
values of Torah, Avodah, and Hesed.

Pedagogy of Partnership (PoP) is a research-
based educational model that teaches a set 
of attitudes and skills to strengthen how we 
engage in Jewish learning and meaningful 
conversation with others. Powered by the 
Hadar Institute, PoP provides professional 
development to educators and leaders, 
conducts a fellowship program for a growing 
network of schools, and develops ready to 
use materials for educators and families. 



“There are only two ways to live your life. One is as though nothing is a 
miracle. The other is as though everything is a miracle.”
—Albert Einstein 

In the ancient world, there are miracles everywhere you look: the burning 
bush, the parting of the sea, or oil lasting for eight days, just to name a few. 
These kinds of miracles make God’s presence in the world very clear. But 
in today’s world, God’s presence isn’t always seen or felt in the same way. 
Modern miracles don’t necessarily break the laws of nature, but they are part 
of everyday life, and it is on us to notice these miracles with eyes filled with 
wonder. 

And that’s how we should look at sacred texts, too. When we do that, we are 
better at thinking about multiple meanings, being curious, and generating 
ideas. Wondering is what helps us ask some very important questions about 
texts like: “What could this mean?” This is even better when we wonder with 
other people, who can help us open meanings we might not have seen by 
ourselves. And we must always remember that even the text itself is wondering 
about something.

As we wonder about miracles, we should ask ourselves:

What is a miracle?
How do we experience miracles in our lives? 

These resources look at three different ways of experiencing miracles. We 
hope this small handful of texts—like the small jug of oil—will fuel your wonder 
as you learn through them over Hanukkah, and give you a chance to experience 
a bit of the miraculous in your learning and in the world around you. 
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One miracle Hanukkah celebrates is the miracle of lights, so it’s a 
great chance to read about other miracles of light in our tradition, 
like this one from the Talmud.

First, read the text. Then, together with someone in your home, 
read it again with each of you playing a different role. Remember 
to give the emotion you think fits! Discuss what each of you 
notice in the text and in your role play.

Hanina ben Dosa’s daughter is sad because she accidentally 
used vinegar instead of oil for her Shabbat candles, and she 
thought those candles wouldn’t last long enough to give enough 
light for Shabbat. Hanina ben Dosa assures her that even oil 
only burns nicely because God makes it do that, and that God 
could make the vinegar burn just as well.

One Shabbat evening, [Hanina ben Dosa]  
saw that his daughter was sad.

He said to her: My daughter, why are you 
sad? 

She said to him: I switched a vessel 
of vinegar with a vessel of oil and I lit 
the Shabbat lamp with it (the vinegar—
vinegar is much worse at burning than 
oil, meaning that they will soon be left in 
the dark).

He said to her: My daughter, what are you 
concerned about? The One Who said to 
the oil that it should burn can say to the 
vinegar that it should burn.

˜ Talmud Bavli Ta’anit 25a

ַחד ֵּבי ִׁשְמֵׁשי ַחזְיַיּה לְַבְרֵּתיּה 
ַּדֲהוֹות ֲעִציָבא 

ֲאַמר לַּה: ִּבִּתי ַאַּמאי ֲעִציַבְּת?

־ֲאַמָרה לֵיּה: ּכְלִי ֶׁשל חֹוֶמץ נְִת
ַחּלֵף לִי ִּבכְלִי ֶׁשל ֶׁשֶמן וְִהְדלְַקִּתי 

ִמֶּמּנּו אּור לְַׁשָּבת.

ֲאַמר לַּה: ִּבִּתי ַמאי ִאכְַּפת לִךְ? 
ִמי ֶׁשָאַמר לֶַּׁשֶמן וְיְִדלֹוק הּוא 

יֹאַמר לַחֹוֶמץ וְיְִדלֹוק.

˜ תלמוד בבלי תענית כה.

God can perform God can perform 
a miracle for you!a miracle for you!
God can perform God can perform 
a miracle for you!a miracle for you!



11     What is Hanina ben Dosa trying to tell his daughter?

22     How do you think the daughter felt when her father tried to 
comfort her?

The Gemara above concludes by telling us how things turned out with 
the candles:

11   How does this conclusion change our understanding of the story?

22    How would the daughter feel after seeing the candle stay lit all Shabbat?  
How might this affect her relationship with God?

33    How would you feel if you saw something like vinegar burning for the 
entire Shabbat? 

44   What new ideas does this story give you for your own thinking about   
        miracles?

Try this out at home! With the help of a grown up, 
place a wick in a bowl of vinegar and another wick 
in a bowl of oil. What happens when you light the 
wick? Does the wick burn in the bowl of vinegar? 

A tanna taught: That lamp burned 
continuously the entire day (all through 
Shabbat), until they brought from it light 
for Havdalah.

ָּתנָא: ָהיָה ּדֹולֵק וְהֹולֵךְ ָּכל ַהּיֹום 
ּכּוּלֹו ַעד ֶׁשֵהִביאּו ִמֶּמּנּו אּור 

לְַהְבָּדלָה
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˜ Talmud Bavli Ta’anit 25a
˜ תלמוד בבלי תענית כה.
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These two texts present different versions of what the  
miracle of Hanukkah was.

As you read these two versions of the Hanukkah story, notice what 
similarities they share and what is different. (The Hasmoneans 
is another name for the Maccabees). If you are reading this with 
someone else, share what you notice with each other.

What is Hanukkah?

As our rabbis taught: On the 25th of Kislev 
[begin] the eight days of Hanukkah, during which 
it is forbidden to have funerals or to fast.

For when the Greeks entered the Temple, they 
made all the oils in the Temple impure.

And when the Hasmonean kingdom triumphed 
and defeated them, they could only find one 
flask of oil upon which the seal of the high priest 
[was undamaged], and there was only enough oil 
in there for one day of light.

A miracle happened; they lit from it for eight 
days.

The next year, they established the [eight days] 
as festival days with Hallel and thanksgiving.

...Why did the Hasmoneans make it (Hanukkah) 
eight days?

…(During the war with the Greeks, the 
menorah was stolen.) In the days of Greece, 
the Hasmoneans went to the Temple Mount 
with seven iron spears in their hands, and they 
covered them with tin (to create a make-shift 
menorah), and they used it for all eight days. 

˜ Talmud Bavli Shabbat 21b

˜ Scholion on Megillat Ta’anit

ַמאי ֲחנּוּכָה? 

ְּדָתנּו ַרָּבנַן: ּבְכ״ה ּבְכְִסלֵיו יֹוֵמי 
ַדֲחנּוּכָה ְּתָמנְיָא ִאיּנּון ְּדלָא לְִמְסַּפד 

ְּבהֹון ּוְדלָא לְִהְתַעּנֹות ְּבהֹון. 

ֶׁשּכְֶׁשּנִכְנְסּו יְוֹונִים לֵַהיכָל ִטְּמאּו ּכל 
ַהְּׁשָמנִים ֶׁשַּבֵהיכָל. 

ּוכְֶׁשּגְָבָרה ַמלְכּות ֵּבית ַחְׁשמֹונַאי 
וְנִּצְחּום, ָּבְדקּו וְלֹא ָמצְאּו ֶאּלָא ַּפךְ 

ֶאָחד ֶׁשל ֶׁשֶמן ֶׁשָהיָה מּוּנָח ְּבחֹוָתמֹו 
ֶׁשל ּכֵֹהן ּגָדֹול, וְלֹא ָהיָה ּבֹו ֶאּלָא 

לְַהְדלִיק יֹום ֶאָחד. 

נֲַעָׂשה ּבֹו נֵס וְִהְדלִיקּו ִמֶּמּנּו ְׁשמֹונָה 
יִָמים. 

לְָׁשנָה ַאֶחֶרת ְקָבעּום וֲַעָׂשאּום יִָמים 
טֹוִבים ְּבַהּלֵל וְהֹוָדָאה.

ָמה ָראּו לֲַעׂשֹות זֹו ְׁשמֹונָה...

ֶאּלָא ִּביֵמי יָוָן נִכְנְסּו ְּבנֵי ַחְׁשמֹונַאי 
לְַהר ַהַּביִת וְִׁשְבָעה ַׁשּפּוִדין ֶׁשל 

 ַּבְרזֶל ָהיּו ִּביֵדיֶהם וְָחפּום ַּבַּבַעץ 
וְָהיּו ִמְתַעְּסִקין ָּבֶהם ּכָל ְׁשמֹנֶה

˜ תלמוד בבלי שבת כא:

˜ סכוליון למגילת תענית

Who makes the Who makes the 
miracles happen?miracles happen?
Who makes the Who makes the 
miracles happen?miracles happen?



11    What do you wonder about the making of the make-shift menorah 
described in the second source?

22   What do you think this text is teaching us about the attitude of the  
       Hasmoneans?

33   Are these texts disagreeing, or could they be trying to teach similar   
       messages?

44    Can the two stories fit together? If so, what would that add to our 
understanding of the Hanukkah miracle? What might God have noticed 
about what the people were doing that made God want to allow the oil 
to last for eight days?

55    When people work super hard, sometimes the results surprise them—
they are able to do more than they thought they could. Has that ever 
happened to you? Do you think that could be considered a kind of 
miracle?

Questions to considerQuestions to considerQuestions to considerQuestions to consider????
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11    The Talmud cites Psalm 72:18-19, and concludes that there are 
sometimes miracles that are not recognized and are taken for 
granted. How does the word לְַבּדֹו (alone) support this idea?

22    What miracles might Rabbi Elazar be referring to? Check for clues in 
the text, and also think about your own experiences. 

33    Are there times these kinds of things happen to you? Do you think 
they’re miracles? Why didn’t you notice it at first, and what made you 
notice it later?

44    How can we become more aware of noticing everyday miracles?

Think about a part of your body that does its job and helps you 
in some way. What does it allow you to do? Has it ever stopped 
working well, even for a short amount of time (like when you 
were sick)?  
What happened then and how did you feel?  
This Gemara considers miracles that are part of everyday life 
and that often go unnoticed or taken for granted. In particular, it 
focuses on an odd word in a verse from Psalms: לְַבּדֹו (alone).

...Rabbi Elazar said: What is the meaning 
of the verse: “Blessed be the Lord, God of 
Israel, Who does wondrous things alone; and 
blessed be God’s glorious name forever” 
(Psalm 72:18–19)?

It means that even the person for whom the 
miracle was performed does not recognize 
the miracle that was performed for them.

...ָאַמר ַרִּבי ֶאלְָעזָר: ַמאי ִּדכְִתיב 
(תהלים עב, יח-יט) עֹוֶׂשה נְִפלָאֹות 

לְַבּדֹו ּוָברּוךְ ֵׁשם ּכְבֹודֹו לְעֹולָם? 

ֲאִפיּלּו ַּבַעל ַהּנֵס ֵאינֹו ַמּכִיר ְּבנִּסֹו.

˜ תלמוד בבלי נדה לא.
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˜ Talmud Bavli Niddah 31a



11    Has someone ever done something for you and you didn’t know about until 
later? Who takes care of you at night when you’re sleeping? Who takes care 
of getting you things you need? This midrash teaches that there may be 
miracles like this in our lives, and offers us some important lessons to take 
with us as we move forward from Hanukkah.

22    What kinds of miracles is the midrash referring to? Are they the same as the 
miracles the first source is talking about, or are they different?

33    What examples of these kinds of miracles can you think of from your own 
life? Do you consider them miracles?

“Praise the One Who does wondrous things 
alone” (Psalm 136:4). Is there another who does 
things with God that it should say God does it 
“alone”?

Rather, it means that God alone knows the 
wonders God does. 

How so? A person lies on their bed and a snake 
is on the ground just in front of them. The 
person gets up to stand, the snake trembles 
before them, and this person doesn’t know what 
wonders the Holy Blessed One has done for 
them.

But who does know? The Holy Blessed One.

˜ Midrash Tehillim 136

 "לְעֵֹׂשה נְִפלָאֹות ּגְדֹלֹות לְַבּדֹו" 
(תהלים קלו:ד). וְכִי ַאֵחר 

ָעָׂשה ִעּמֹו ָּדָבר ֶׁשהּוא אֹוֵמר 
לְַבּדֹו?

 ֶאּלָא הּוא לְַבּדֹו יֹוֵדַע ָמה 
ְּפלִָאים עֹוֶׂשה. 

 ֵּכיַצד? ָאָדם נָתּון ַעל ַהִּמָּטה 
וְַהּנָָחׁש לְָפנָיו ַעל ָהָאֶרץ, 

ָּבא לֲַעמֹד ִהְרּגִיׁש לֹו ַהּנָָחׁש 
ִמּלְָפנָיו וְֵאינֹו יֹוֵדַע ַמה ְּפלִָאים 
ָעָׂשה ַהָּקדֹוׁש ָּברּוךְ הּוא ִעּמֹו. 

ּוִמי יֹוֵדַע? ַהָּקדֹוׁש ָּברּוךְ הּוא.

˜ מדרש תהלים קלו
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