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; Welcome to Sefer Vayikra! The 12wn (mishkan, sanctuary

' for God) was built at the end of Sefer Shemot, and now

You can take we learn all about the Ni127 (korbanot, sacrifices) that
mY spot “ will be offered there.

o

What are korbanot?

A korban is a sacrifice, which is something
a person offers or gives up for a bigger
purpose. People make sacrifices all the
time. When you spend an hour helping
someone, you are sacrificing your time
for them. When you give tzedakah,
you are sacrificing your money or
possessions for those in need. Parents
make many sacrifices in order to make sure
their children are happy and healthy. The
Torah teaches us that we must
make sacrifices for God as well.

The word "korban” comes from the word "2i7j7 (karoy,
close).” Korbanot help us come close to God and feel a
connection with God.

Korbanot in the Torah are usually animal sacrifices, although there are also
korbanot made from spices, grains, oil, and wine. Korbanot were offered in the
mishkan—and, later in history, in the WTpni1 N2 (Beit Ha-Mikdash, Holy Temple)—
every single day. There were also special korbanot for Shabbat and holidays.




w191 N - In This Week's Parashah

God teaches Moshe about five different kinds of ni1a7p
(korbanot, sacrifices):

1171 (OLAH)

What does the name mean? It literally 1\

means "ascend"” or "go up,” because in an =
olah the whole animal gets burnt on the
a1 (mizbei'ah, altar). That's why it's often nnin (MINHAH) e
translated as "burnt offering.” What does the name mean? "Gift."”

What was offered? A lamb, bull, or birds. What was offered? Something
made of flour, raw or baked,
sometimes with oil.

Who ate it? No one.

Who ate it? Some was burnt on

) the mizbei'ah, the rest was eaten
| .
L D'ZEJ (SHELAMIM) by a 1i1a (kohen, priest).

What does the name mean? "Peace offering,”
or "gift of greeting,” or it could have to do
with “completion,” because it involved many
participants coming together to complete the
occasion.

What was offered? Sheep, goat, or cow.

Who ate it? The fatty parts of the animal were
burnt on the mizbei'ah, and the rest was eaten
by the person bringing the korban and their
family and friends, as well as the kohanim.

What does the name mean? Hattat
means “sin” and also "cleansing.” Asham

means "“guilt.” We'll think about
What was offered? Different kinds of animals. Ehe meqmr,]/gs of :
The asham could also be birds or flour. Shetamim’ more in
' next week'’s Devash!

Who ate it? Kohanim ate the parts that
weren't burnt.
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W1TN - Midrash

Vayikra 2:1 R:2 RIpM
When a nefesh (a person/soul) brings a 12 i ﬂ:?'U 9 N 1277 2™Mp0 2 wan
minhah to God, it shall be made of good 1122 OV 1N TRW Ty pxm

flour. They shall pour oil on it and place o
levonah (a kind of incense) on it. . 3

0 sanl
P Gehquestot
N2 Bt
Talmud Bavli Menahot 104b t-eg! TP HT NMn naon "%2a n%n
R. Yitzhak says: What makes the minhah 1Ty
different, that the Torah calls a person TN NMAW T M8n payY? 1 anR
who brings it a “nefesh”? ' . ?”Wn)” 2 RIY
The Holy Blessed One said: Who would N2 1277 "0 NIT 02 WiTRa R
normally bring a minhah? Someone who :p-!pn'.-l‘yx;} 15V 1K 19vn My 2nmn
is poor. | consider their minhah to be as if ' ' O ambiwm)

they offered their nefesh (soul) to Me.

A minhah is a 127j? (korban, sacrifice) of grain, so it's less expensive
than animal sacrifices. The midrash points out that it usually comes
from someone who doesn't have a lot to give. According to this
midrash, the word “nefesh” teaches that God really values this kind
of korban, even though it's inexpensive, and considers it like the
ultimate sacrifice: the sacrifice of a person'’s soul.

The flashiest korban is not necessarily the best. Can you apply
this idea to other mitzvot? What are some mitzvot that might
not look very fancy or important, but can have a big impact?

Have you ever received a small but very meaningful gift?
What is it besides money that can make a gift valuable? What
is this midrash teaching us about how to judge the value of a
gift?

Can you imagine being in a situation where you weren't sure
you'd have enough food to eat — but you still chose to give
some of your flour to God? Why would you do this? What's
the role of faith in this kind of sacrifice?
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0710911 bYW9 - Understanding the Verses

One of the N1127? (korbanot, sacrifices) that appears in this

week’s parashah is a kind of DWX (asham) called the 171" 121y ]
(oleh ve-yored). This means "up and down,” and the name F =
refers to the way the korban's cost could go up or down. [=]1F
Vayikra 5 T RPN
(6) And they shall bring their asham to God, iNRVO Sy 1% inwr NX xam (1)
for the sin they did, a female animal from ’ T ROM UK
the flock - a sheep or a goat - as a hattat... DY NI IR 122 [NNT 0 ,—[:]_PJ
(7) And if they can't afford a sheep, they "'nmgljl?
shall bring two turtledoves or two pigeons to NR N7 AW 797 y2an XS or (1)
God, as their asham for their sin. One will be 112 11 IR 07N AW KU WK TAUR
prepared as a hattat and one as an olah.. 155 TANT ANBAY TAR HY Ha90
(11) And if they can't afford two turtledoves iN DN WY 1 virn NS oN (X0)

or two pigeons, they shall bring a tenth of an WX 133—1? NR R mir 1333;[”"7
ephah of flour as a hattat... -.-NNLQU'? nbo ORI Ny RO

+ What do you notice? What do you wonder about? + Different people can afford
different things. How can we
+ Bringing an asham usually helped people to feel learn from this korban about
forgiveness and closure in certain situations when allowing people to participate
they did something they regretted. Why might it even if they can't afford as
be so important for a korban to have cheaper and much as others can?

more expensive options?
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T 74 12T K2 - Tell Me More About This!

Someone who had the skin disease Ny1¥ (tzara'at) or who had given
birth would bring the 1217 (korban, sacrifice) called 171" 121V (oleh
ve-yored, "up and down"). There are also three things you might do
wrong that would require you to bring this korban:

Y YR
s\.\e\luat ha'eidut

When vou have information that could help If ou accidentally make an oath ;h
clarify or prove something in court but vou about something that ends up or eat a korban when vou are X00

don‘t want, to share it, so You swear that being false (Varikra 5:4). (tamei, impure) (Varikra 5:2-3).
You don’t know anvthing (Vavikra 5:1).

+ Think about the case of shevuat ha-eidut,

when a person has to bring a korban asham Did anvbody see
because they didn't testify when they could what actually
have. Why is it so important to be a witness happened?

and to share information that you have? Why
is this a responsibility?

+ In what ways does having knowledge—
seeing, hearing, or learning things—
make you responsible?

The prophet Yeshayahu teaches
that being a witness is a general
responsibility we have all the time.

YeShayahU 43:10-12 27-7:N 1TYWY
You are My witnesses, says God, you are My servant  spqma quin 12y ‘1 OX) "V DAR
that | have chosen. ’ S "57"13";73813'! ",l'y.m 1517.9{7
So that they may know and believe and understand NI 7N 99 2370
that | am the One—before Me no god was formed 7 NS N DR v NS 1185

and after Me none will exist.
1YW MY 220 R T 20 IR
I, | alone, am God. There is no Savior but Me. '

| spoke, | saved, and | made it heard, and no strange 21 002 X

gOd was among you. I7N 7381 T DNJ "1y nn]_.u
So you are My witnesses - says God - and | am God. ) '
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How do you understand Yeshayahu's message that we are God's
witnesses? What does this seem to involve doing or saying?

What kind of information are we supposed to know and
understand? How are we supposed to share that information?

How can our actions become testimony for God?

Who are we helping when we become God's witnesses?

QOO OOO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO O OO OO QOO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO

n"1U 79 U471 - A Moment of Hebrew

Vayikra 4:6 1T RPN
The priest shall dip his finger in the blood, and T 072 IVAYR NK 1720 920
sprinkle from the blood seven times before God, in NX ‘1 2189 DMyR yaw 0T mn
front of the holy parokhet (curtain). ' ' :{U-'-,-P,—, n398 18

| Mikveh |

(5.2.0 vw) Yavy
To dip something
in liquid
(litbol)

= ni" 5130

Someone who
has immersed /
in a mikvaidibe
is still ingip
until thé
sets (

Find the Word!

+ This WIW (shoresh, root) appears in Sefer Bereishit, when someone'’s clothing
is dipped in blood. Can you find it? (Hint: Look in Bereishit 37.)

+ Which of the Four Questions at the Pesah Seder includes this shoresh?
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~ aliyot:
1) Vayikra 1:1 to 1:13

W a 2) 1:14 to 2:6 \
v - 3) 2:7 to 2:16
o 4) 3:1to 3:17
5) 4:1 to 4:26

HH1WO Ni7KY - Parashah Scavenger Hunt 6) 4:27 10 5:10

7) 5:11 to 5:26

The answers to the first seven questions can be found in the haftarah: Yeshayahu

matching numbered aliyah in the Torah reading. The answers to 43:21 to 44:23

questions 8 and 9 are harder and can come from anywhere in the
parashah. The answer to question 10 is in this week’s haftarah.

[‘n
€:2)

“

Part of a 11N (minhah)
gets burnt on the altar.
Who eats the rest of it?

2

@

g OOd ludi! When sacrificing an rl'g'y (olah),

what is the final step before
the animal is slaughtered?

What minhah ingredient is connected

to a N2 (brit, covenant)? ?

Which two parts of an

animal are we never

If all of Benei Yisrael makes a allowed to eat?

mistake, and they bring a communal

sacrifice, who does 120 (semikhah, .
) ) T . When sacrificing an
placing their hands) on the animal? .
DWNX (asham), why would

someone offer birds instead

(- ’?
Is someone swears falsely about of a sheep?

something they owe, how much
extra must be paid?

T shstribe to future issues
or for free downloads, visit:
' hadar.org/devash
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+ It would be so inspiring to give a gift to + Korbanot were great in

God, to see a korban rising up to heaven, the mishkan and the Beit

and to feel a direct connection to God Ha-Mikdash, but now

through that. we have tefillah instead.
+ We all make mistakes. It would be That's good enough for

amazing to be able to give a korban and TS

know that you had a fresh start after that. + I'm not big on blood and

+ ADMPW (shelamim) would be a great guts.

way to celebrate all of life’'s big moments.
It would be even better than a birthday
party or a kiddush at shul, because God
would be on the guest list, too!

DOBOOBOOBOOBOOCOOEOO SO EOO SO GO SOO SO OO OO SO SO SO OOO OO OO OOO OO OB OO OO OO0

THIY19 - Commentary

There can be more to mitzvot than meets the eye. In
some ways, mitzvot are about the actions that have to
be done. But mitzvot also help us create a personal
connection with God, and that means that what we
feel-and what God feels—can matter a lot.

One word in this pasuk about the rri?‘y (olah) might
help us understand.



Vayikra 1:3 A:R KM

If their offering is an olah from the herd, it shall be 121 727 R 1127 17V DX
a male animal without a blemish. 1227727 DN
They shall bring it to the entrance of the mishkan, NN 2™ TYin bcm mno '7}_5
lirtzono before God. U1 maY iaxb

.....

Targum Onkelos (Bavel, 1500 years ago)

That it be accepted with desire by God.

KAV 1AX OiT1aAR 127

DINA KD1 21¥72 121w

Ibn Ezra (Spain, 900 years ago)

That a person should offer their korban with
desire, not by being forced.




+ One of these parshanim understands "lirtzono” as "for %
his ratzon"” and one as "for His (God's) ratzon.” Which is |

' 7] R
which? \ _/ 1 \
o, r g

+ Could both interpretations be correct at the same ; questjo:gu@& y

time? a om the N

W, -"asb het. ©
Wiy, N ek
+ What does it feel like when you're doing something pub”'shed?:;/'fo 7
. . . . )
with a lot of passion and desire, or when you're W’“‘etouS :[U’efs u:;/ Sf € wily
. . . . . . Cl 0,
doing it without feeling anything on the inside at SVashe, & Devagy, "t
all? Which one makes you feel more fulfilled? B

+ Is it meaningful to think that God might also have desires—that
God might really want and enjoy our mitzvot? How so?

+ Bonus! The final section of the Haggadah (when we sing all the
silly songs) is called Nirtza, from this same shoresh. What do
you think Nirtza means there? Whose desire does it refer to?

QOEGOOEOOOOOOOOO OO OO OO OGO OO OO OO OO OO0 OO OOOOOOO

Learn one way
4l N the parashah

practically impacts
QG our lives
-

L

1971 - Halakhah

N782n PTY / Tzedakah sets things right again

When you make a mistake, it can be hard to figure out how to
move forward. Sometimes there is an easy fix—you apologize to
the person you hurt, or you repay money you stole. But what if
you did something, and you feel terrible, but the only ones hurt
were you and God? What if, by mistake, you lit the Havdalah
candle before Shabbat was actually over? Or what if you ate
Yo (hametz) on Pesah without realizing it?

The Torah tells us that, in those situations, we are supposed

to bring a sacrifice called a NRWVIT (hattat), which “cleans” away
the mistake and helps us move forward. That's because when
we do something wrong, we have a strong urge to do something
to make it right. Feeling bad or just saying sorry doesn't always
feel like enough. And that is part of the special power of Ni127p
(korbanot, sacrifices).

DEVASH | VAYIKRA 5783



Parashah Scavenger Hunt Answers:

1. The person bringing the 127 (korban, sacrifice) 5. The elders of the community (4:15)

would place their hands on the animal’s head 6. If the person can't afford a sheep (5:7)

(this is called i12"MD [semikhah]) (1:4) 7. The value of the stolen thing, plus one-fifth
2. Aharon and his sons, aka the 07iTa (kohanim, (5:24)

priests) (2:3) 8. AN (minhah) (2:2)
3. Salt (2:13) 9. The aleph in the first word (1:1)
4. The blood and the 2917 (heilev, a kind of fat) 10. No! (Yeshayahu 43:23-24)

(3:17)

QOO OO OO OO

So what do we do in a world without korbanot? Is there still
a way for us to do something in cases like these to help us

move forward? Other people asked this and they came up
with a bunch of ideas. Here's one:

Rema (R. Moshe Isserles) Orah Hayyim 334:26 12: 75w 0" MR XM
..In place of a hattat, a person should give 18 coins D'0WH 077 NNV DipRa 1R7M...
to tzedakah... W T2TY?

What an amazing idea! If you think about it, a person
bringing a korban would mainly have experienced it as
spending money (on the animal), and then giving it over
to someone else (the kohen) to do something
important with it (sacrifice it). Instead,
we can take money and dedicate it to
something meaningful that will help
other people. That may help us feel
like we can start over.

And the number 18?7 Well, 18 is
written as 11”7, which has the same
letters as 11 (hai), the word for
alive. This act of tzedakah helps

us contribute life to the world!
Even today, many people give
tzedakah in multiples of 18.

Devash is a weekly parashah magazine that makes Torah learning sweet. By engaging directly with texts and HADAR .

taking kids seriously as Jews, Devash helps children (ages 7+) and grown-ups discover the weekly Torah portion.
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Our parashah teaches us the idea of i127yn (me‘ilah), which
means that when something was dedicated to God, or set
aside for use in the mishkan or Beit Ha-Mikdash, you couldn't
use it for anything else because that would be like stealing
from God.

Does this still apply today, when we no longer have a Beit
Ha-Mikdash? Actually yes, because Hazal connect the idea of
me‘ilah to making Ni272a (berakhot, blessings) over food.

, }wj

Tosefta Berakhot (Lleberﬁan) 4:1 ('[n‘1:l"'7) ninaa n:mﬁ kh!ltﬂh
A person shouldn't taste anything before R ma%m T T
making a berakhah, as it says (Tehillim 24:1): DRIV 12 -ry 0152 0N oy NS
"The earth and everything in it is God's.” “rN'7rJ'| ‘anal _lr7

A person who enjoys something from this world '7111’3 — 1012 N'?:l M D'?W‘l T mima
without making a blessing—committed me'ilah.

Since everything in the whole How does this affect the importance of making

world is God's, helping yourself berakhot before eating?
to anything without permission—
even just an apple—is like stealing
from God, which is me'ilah. Saying
berakhot before eatlng is like

Do you think of the earth as entirely God's?
How might people act differently if they thought
of the earth this way?

What feellngs do you have when you slow down
gto ;ngke% berakhgh bef%g enjoylng your food?
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