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w191 10 - In This Week's Parashah

Moshe tells Benei Yisrael that he is 120 years God describes what could happen when, in

old and his life is coming to an end. He will the future, Benei Yisrael stop following the

not be able to enter Eretz Yisrael with them. Torah. God mentions the painful possibility

of 0718 ANViT (hester panim, hiding God's

Moshe encourages the people. He tells them face), like someone not as present or visible,
. - suffering.

Yehoshua will lead Benei Yisrael, and Moshe S

urges him: Y1 pIrT (hazak ve'ematz, be God tells Moshe to write down the song of

strong and brave)! the Torah and teach it to Benei Yisrael.

(See the mngjjg / Commentary section,

Every seven years, at the end of iTvnNW .
ys years of mynw p. 3, for what this could mean.)

(shemittah, the year of release), there's a
special ceremony on Sukkot. It's called
217 (hakhel), and it's a massive public
Torah reading event.
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Devarim 31:2

Moshe said to them: “I am now 120 years old,
| can no longer go and come. And God has
said to me, 'You shall not cross the Jordan.”

The Gemara wonders about this pasuk.

Talmud Bavli Sotah 13b

"I can no longer go and come” — What is going
and coming? It can't be that Moshe had trouble

2:XY omMaT
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actually walking, because the Torah says (Devarim  D™Mipy1 iIXN 12 TWM” 290271 ,Wnn

34:7) "And Moshe was 120 years old when he
died...he was still in perfect physical health”!

..R. Shmuel bar Nahmani said in the name of
R. Yonatan that Moshe could no longer go and
come in words of Torah. The gates of wisdom
were closed to him.

What activities do you do with your feet, and
what activities do you do with your mind?
What kinds of “"going and coming” can we do
with our minds?
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What message might this midrash be suggesting about which kinds
of activities were most important to Moshe?

What do you think it felt like for Moshe that the gates of wisdom
were closed to him?

OOOODOROD ORI ORI IO OO ORI OISO OGO ORI IO ORI ORI

THIY19 - Commentary

What songs do you know by heart? Do you know any poems by heart?

In this pasuk in our parashah, God tells Moshe to make sure that Benei Yisrael
know a certain iT1"W (shira, song or poem) really, really well.

Devarim 31:19 D:RY DMAT
Therefore, write down this shira and teach it NNTT 17w NX D22 1203 TR
to Benei Yisrael; put it in their mouths, D702 AR YW 112 NX TR
in order that this shira may be My witness TY? NNTT 11w 7% 1R 1vn?

for Benei Yisrael. :ON7Ww7 7123




Rashbam (France, 950 years ago) n”awn

“Shira” — A poem means words that have been ATTW MR 027 10 — e

arranged [with a specific structure]. . P
AR DY — “NRT

"This shira" — this is Parashat Ha'azinu...

Rashbam thinks the pasuk is talking about next week’s parashah, Ha'azinu. It has
a unique poetic structure and is often called a shira. Open up Ha'azinu and you'll
notice right away that it looks and sounds different from most of the Torah!

Try to look through Ha'azinu a little. Why do you think it's important
to study and know this shira so well?

Haketav Ve-Hakabbalah (Germany, 200 m%apim anan

ears ago) . .
y s FRYY 7Y NZNav 71 72 DInK

It seems to me that the word shira doesn't 13 7293 AR h‘i_’W" N ia 1210

just refer to Ha'azinu. It includes the whole "M"WRI2"N IRT 7127 Y2 NR DR

Torah, from “Bereishit” (the first word) to " oxw 3wy Ty
"before all Israel” (the last words).

According to R. Yaakov Tzvi Mecklenburg, author of Haketav Ve-Hakabbalah,
the whole entire Torah can be described as one giant song or poem! That's the
shira we're being told to write down, learn, and place in our mouths.




+ Poetry isn't just about making sure things
rhyme. It's often about sharing thoughts
in a beautiful way, and looking for ways
that words can have many meanings.
How does that connect to the Torah?

OOOOOOOOOOOO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO0
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Kids at shul! el imgais ™

'7UQU (hakhel) is the mitzvah to gather Benei Yisrael for a massive Torah
reading once every seven years. The pesukim in our parashah about hakhel
emphasize—twice!l—that children should be there (Devarim 31:12-13).

According to the Gemara (Hagigah 3a), adults get extra credit for bringing kids
along to hakhel. Ramban describes hakhel as an educational experience. Kids
come along, they hear the Torah being read, then they ask questions, and this
sparks important conversations, and ultimately, spiritual growth.

Even though we don't do hakhel today, it teaches us an important lesson
about kids...at shul!

Tosafot (Hagigah 3a) (R TNy A [T 127221 N20N) N1ALIN

We rely on this (hakhel) to bring n % 0wy X127 1200 11 2V

young children to shul.

D33




The Mishnah Berurah (98:3) quotes the position of the Shla Ha-Kadosh (R.
Isaiah Horowitz), who said that parents should bring to shul any child who

is old enough to learn to say “amen” to Kaddish and Kedushah. He worried,
however, that very young children who don't yet know how to control their
behavior might disturb others while they try to pray, and might learn to treat
shul like a place for games or snacks, rather than as a place for prayer.

But others think the youngest children should come to shul. In the Talmud
Yerushalmi (Yevamot 3a) there's a story about Rabbi Yehoshua's mother, who
would bring her son to the Beit Midrash in his cradle, even while he was a
little baby. She wanted him to get used to hearing Torah and tefillah from the
very beginning of his life—and it worked! Rabbi Yehoshua grew up to become
an amazing Torah scholar and teacher.

There are many things kids can do at shul.

+ Listen and learn
your way around
the Siddur

+ Find surprising
details in the Torah
reading

+ Find the answers + Lead Adon Olam + Say "amen” to Kaddish
to a Devash and Kedushah, or
Scavenger Hunt make a berakhah

o

+ Do 12773 (gelilah, + Connect with friends
dressing the Torah and community

in its cover)




H'T 7¢ N7 T - One-Minute Debate

How to play:

Here is a topic for debate along with some suggested arguments,
but feel free to come up with your own.

+ Assign people to the "Agree” or "Disagree” sides.
+ Each side gets 30 seconds to make their case.

+ At the end, the group votes on a winner.

Debate: Yehoshua's job will be just as hard as Moshe'’s.

+ They may be close to Eretz Yisrael, but
Yehoshua is going to have to lead the people
in many, many wars.

In the 72T (midbar, wilderness), Benei
Yisrael had all their needs met. It will be a
challenge for Yehoshua to help the people
learn independence once the 11 (mann,

miraculous food from God) comes to an end.

Who would want to try to fill Moshe's shoes?
Yehoshua's job will be just as hard, or maybe
even harder, than Moshe's, because the
people will feel that Yehoshua can never live
up to what Moshe was.

KNI'T 44U - The Calendar

+ Benei Yisrael learned a lot of

lessons in the midbar. Thanks
to Moshe's leadership, they
have become more obedient
and unified. This will make
Yehoshua's job easier than
Moshe's.

Yehoshua gets to be the
leader in a land flowing with
milk and honey..way more
cushy than having to work
in a hot and dry desert, like
Moshe did.

OOBOOBOOEOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOBO OO OGSO OO EOO OO OO OO OGO OO OO OO OO OO0

We are still in the middle of the High Holiday period. During this time we add
Tehillim 27 to our morning and evening tefillot. Most communities add it from
the beginning of Elul through the end of Sukkot (Shemini Atzeret).

What makes this chapter of Tehillim appropriate for this time of year?

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE >>

@



>> CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

Here is one of its central pesukim:

One thing | ask from God, this | request: to be in WpaK NN i1 nRn vn‘;my nx
the house of God all the days of my life, to see the mm'7 1T e '73 T N33 Py
pleasantness of God, and to visit God's sanctuary. 1'731—[3 -173'71 pRaliAbl

This is a really appropriate thing to say during the season of the year when we
spend the most time in shul!

But more importantly, this pasuk expresses the wish to be as close to God as
possible, to spend all our time with God. This is a 112 (kavvanah, intention)
we can have as we work through our teshuvah and think about the coming
year. How can we live our lives so that we do what God wants of us? How can
we show others God's "pleasantness,” and experience it ourselves? How can
we earn being able to stay in God's house forever?

OOOOGOOO OO OO OO OGO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO

N"11U 79 U471 - A Moment of Hebrew

Devarim 31:6 1:X% DMAaT
Be strong and resolute, be not in fear or in dread OR1INTR DR 1NN AT
of them; for it is indeed your God who marches NAT T?'?N 172 Di1"9N INIYA
with you: God will not fail you or leave you. S miaigl N'?'l 7977 XYy 79
NI =y™My B
{ > (xa.y VJ'_!]IJ) Y-'!{? Dictator, tyrant =ymm .
+ To fear or be in awe of (aritz) 1. To admire or r.espect
(la'arotz) y D (often excessively
o s0), to idolize

2. A fan

(ma'aritz) )
’/

Find the Word!

Did you know? This WW (shoresh, root) only comes up
four times in the Torah, and all of them are in Sefer Devarim
(though it is in other places in Tanakh). Can you find the first

i rah appearance? (Hint: Look in Devarim 1:29.)
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1H1W NI7KY - Parashah Scavenger Hunt

2)314t031:6
3)317t031:9

93110103113

The answers to the first seven questions can be found in the | 5)31:14 t0 3119

matching numbered aliyah in the Torah reading. The answers
to the last three are harder and can come from anywhere in

the parashah.

What does Moshe say

[
|
good w'd‘ 0 he can no longer do at

age 1207

What two kings of the Emori

To whom did Moshe give
the iR (torah, teaching)

did the people defeat before
crossing the Jordan River?

that he had written down? |

On what holiday must the Torah be
read in front of the whole people
every seven years?

I
e What does God say will
‘ happen after Moshe dies?

What does God say the

In this aliyah, what two witnesses

does Moshe say he will call on,
‘ to testify against the people?

‘ people will never forget?

Copyright (c) 2022 by Hadar | Devash: Vayeilekh 2022 by Hadar is licensed under a Creative Commons.
Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License.



nNinD N¥MP - Torah Reading

Don't blink during Torah reading this week—you might miss it! That's right, this
week’s parashah has fewer verses than any other—only 30! Why would we
have such a short Torah reading?

First, let's get a sense of just how short it is. Ready for some numbers?
The shortest parashah: Vayeilekh, 30 verses
The longest parashah: Naso, 176 verses

If you lined up all the parashiyot in order of length, which ones would be
in the middle? Ki Teitzei, 110 verses; Eikev and Vayikra, 111 verses

And this might be the most surprising—the four shortest parshiyot in the
Torah are... the last four! That's Nitzavim, Vayeilekh, Ha'azinu, and Vezot
Haberakhah. Now, why would that be?

Remember a few weeks back how Ki Tavo had a lot of really bad curses in it?
Well, we don't want to go into the new year with all of that awful feeling from
the curses, so we always make sure to read Ki Tavo before Rosh Hashanah
and also have an extra Shabbat before Rosh Hashanah, to give us a chance
to feel better.

But once you are done reading those curses and the verses that follow
them, there are only 163 verses left in the Torah. And sometimes—like this
year—there are four times we still need to read a parashah between Rosh
Hashanah and Simhat Torah. That leaves us with only about 40 verses per
parashah, so they all have to be pretty short!

We would say you should enjoy the short Torah reading this week, but we
love Torah reading so much we will just hope you aren't too sad that there's
so little of it!

10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 9 100 110 120 130 140 150 160 170 180 190
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'7UQU (hakhel) was a Torah reading that
only happened once every seven years.
Today, though, Jews read the Torah
publically every Shabbat (and Monday and
Thursday, and on other holidays). Where
did our regular cycle of public Torah
reading come from?

The story begins with 19101 X1V (Ezra
Ha-Sofer, Ezra the Scribe), a prophet and
major leader after the Jews returned from
exile in Babylonia. In the Book of Nehemiah
(chapter 8) we hear about Ezra organizing
a ceremony that was a lot like hakhel. It
included some practices that have become
part of our Torah readings in shul, like
making a berakhah before the reading (8:6).
But it was also different in some important
ways. For example, while we generally read
Torah in shul, this reading took place in the
town square (8:3).

During the time of the second Beit
Ha-Mikdash, lots of towns started having
regular Torah readings throughout the year.
Like Ezra, they would hold these readings
in a public place like the P1W (shuk, market

L Jant

(1] .

Public Torah Reading I

every Monday and Thursday [‘ m m m

ol >

street). Because market days were Monday =
and Thursday (when people came to town :
to buy and sell produce in the shuk), they

read the Torah on those days, when the

most people could hear it.

They would also read the Torah on Shabbat
morning in shul, like us—but with someone
whose job was to translate the reading into
Aramaic, called a TR371NR (Meturgeman). i
This is also based on Ezra's Torah reading,
since he had all the D-‘_']f? (Levi'im, members
of the tribe of Levi) explain the Torah to the
people (8:7-8).

..

What are the advantages and
disadvantages of reading Torah in the
shuk versus in the shul?

What are the advantages and
disadvantages of reading Torah with
someone translating versus letting
people understand it themselves?

Why is it important to have so many
opportunities to hear the Torah in
community?

-
cwwe
-

Public Torah Reading
every Monday and Thursday
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How much Torah was read at 'JUQU (hakhel), that massive Torah reading event that
happened once every seven years? Did they read the whole thing?

According to the Mishnah (Sotah 7:8), they read some key sections of Sefer Devarim.
(Topics that have all come up in recent issues of Devash!)

N
+ The first six chapters of Devarim, plus the first paragraph of Shema

N
+ The second paragraph of Shema

+ Two discussions of Mwyn (ma'aser, tithing)

N
+ Rules for kings of Benei Yisrael
N

+ Blessings and curses from God

The Mishnah also reports that the Torah reader at hakhel would be
none other than...the king himself! The Mishnah describes how it
was a powerful experience for him to review, in this public way, all
the rules that limited his own power over the people.

Parashah Scavenger Hunt Answers:
1. Go out and come in—this might mean to lead poem—see the NW1B / Commentary section
the people in battle against their enemies, or on p. 3 for what this could mean) (31:21)
see the midrash on p. 2 (31:2) 7. Heaven and earth (31:28)
2. Sihon and Og (31:4) 8. YnNX1 i (hazak ve'ematz, be strong and
3. The priests from the tribe of Levi (31:9) brave)! (31:7, 31:23)
4. Sukkot (31:10) 9. NTD/-‘INT'I;'I (tir'v, tira) and AX¥Vn (ta'artzu) and
5. The people will turn to idolatry and will nrn (teihat) (31:6,8)
abandon the N2 (brit, covenant) (31:16) 10. Nun—it's the name of Yehoshua's father!
6. NNTT 11w (ha-shira ha-zot, this song/ (31:23)

Devash is a weekly parashah magazine that
makes Torah learning sweet. By engaging
directly with texts and taking kids seriously
as Jews, Devash helps children (ages 7+) and
For support teaching this and other texts in J grown-ups discover the weekly Torah portion.
your school, check out PoP! hadar.org/pop




