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In This Week’s Parashah  •  ָמה ּבַָּפָרָׁשה
 Yehudah begs Yosef to release Binyamin, and offers himself as a 

slave instead. 

 Yosef can no longer keep his identity secret. He orders all of the 
Egyptians out of the room and reveals his true identity to his 
brothers. 

 Yosef tells his brothers to go home, get their father, and come 
back to ִמצְַריִם (Mitzrayim, Egypt). 

 God tells Yaakov not to be afraid of going to Mitzrayim, and that 
his descendants will return to ֶאֶרץ יְִׂשָרֵאל (Eretz Yisrael, the Land 
of Israel).

 Pharaoh meets Yosef’s brothers and Yaakov. He gives them 
permission to settle in the land of Goshen.

 The famine in Mitzrayim worsens. The Egyptians use all of their 
money, animals, and land to buy food from Yosef.

 Yaakov’s family prospers in Goshen.
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   Midrash  •  ִמְדָרׁש

בראשית מו:א

וַּיִַּסע יְִׂשָרֵאל וְָכל ֲאֶׁשר לֹו 
וַּיָבֹא ְּבֵאָרה ָּׁשַבע וַּיִזְַּבח 

זְָבִחים לֵאלֵֹקי ָאִביו יִצְָחק׃

בראשית רבה צד:ד

 לְֵהיָכן ָהלַך?
 ָאַמר ַרב נְַחָמן ֶׁשָהלַךְ לָקֹץ ֲאָרזִים
ֶׁשּנַָטע ַאְבָרָהם זְֵקנֹו ִּבְבֵאר ָׁשַבע.

Midrashim are ideas 
or stories that explain 
the Torah. They often 
come from listening very 
carefully to what the Torah 
says and how it says it. 
Here, we will look for what 
clues this midrash sees 

in the Torah's 
words, and try 
to understand 
its messages.

Bereishit 46:1

Yisrael traveled with all 
that he had, and came 
to Be’er Sheva, and he 
offered sacrifices to the 
God of his father, Yitzhak.

Bereishit Rabbah 94:4

Where was he going? Rav Nahman said: He 
was going to cut the cedar trees that his 
grandfather, Avraham, planted in Be’er Sheva.
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On his way to meeting 
his long-lost son, Yosef, 
Yaakov makes a stop:

This midrash wonders: what was so special about Be’er Sheva that Yaakov decided 
to make a stop there? 



 Commentary  •  ַּפְרָׁשנּות

Bereishit 47:4

They said to Pharaoh,  
we have come to dwell in the land,  
because there is no pasture for your 
servants’ flocks, as the famine is severe 
in Canaan. Now, please, may your 
servants live in the land of Goshen? 

בראשית מז:ד

 וַּיֹאְמרּו ֶאל־ַּפְרעֹה 
 לָגּור ָּבָאֶרץ ָּבאנּו 

ּכִי־ֵאין ִמְרֶעה לַּצֹאן ֲאֶׁשר 
לֲַעָבֶדיךָ ּכי־ָכֵבד ָהָרָעב 

ְּבֶאֶרץ ּכְנַָען וְַעָּתה יְֵׁשבּו־נָא 
ֲעָבֶדיךָ ְּבֶאֶרץ ּגֶֹׁשן׃
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The midrash continues to explain that this was not the end of the story for these cedar 
trees. Hundreds of years later, ְּבנֵי יְִׂשָרֵאל (Benei Yisrael, the Israelites) took these cedar 
trees with them when they left ִמצְַריִם (Mitzrayim, Egypt). In fact, the midrash says that 
these were the very same cedar trees later used in the desert to construct the ִמְׁשּכָן 
(Mishkan, Tabernacle). 

 Why do you think that Yaakov, on his way to Mitzrayim, would have wanted to bring 
the cedar trees that Avraham had planted? 

 Do you have anything in your home that belonged to your grandparents, great-
grandparents, or older generations in your family? What is special about it? What is 
the significance of passing on items from generation to generation?

How long does Yaakov’s family plan to spend in Egypt? 

When the brothers arrive in ִמצְַריִם (Mitzrayim, Egypt) with 
Yaakov, they meet with Pharaoh to explain why they have come. 
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The commentaries on this verse have a ַמְחלֹוֶקת (mahloket, disagreement) 
about how long the brothers planned to live in Mitzrayim. It all hinges on 
the meaning of the word לָגּור (la-gur):

The mahloket here boils down to the meaning of the word la-gur, normally translated 
”to dwell.” La-gur is related to the word ּגֵר (ger, stranger). Does la-gur, then, mean 
to live only for a short period of time (like a stranger does), or to dwell on a more 
permanent basis? 

In the end, whatever Yaakov’s family’s original intention was, they stayed. And their 
descendants did not leave Mitzrayim until hundreds of years later, when God freed 
them from slavery.

 How long do you think the brothers intended to stay in Mitzrayim? 

 Are there any clues from elsewhere in the parashah about what their plans were? 

 Do you recall discussing this issue at the Pesah Seder? You can look in a 
Haggadah in the section called ֲאַרִּמי אֵֹבד ָאִבי (Arami Oved Avi) to see what the 
Haggadah thinks about this question. 

 ִּדיַרת ֲעַראי ַעד יֲַעבֹר ּדַֹחק ָהָרָעב
ֲאָבל לֹא לְִהְׁשַּתֵּקַע...

A temporary dwelling until 
the hardship of the famine 
passes. But they did not plan 
to settle there... 

(France, 800 years ago)

(France, 900 years ago)

לְִפי ַהְּפָׁשט לְִהְתיֵַּׁשב ּולְִהְׁשַּתֵּקַע.

According to the most basic 
understanding, they came to 
settle and to live.

Hizkuni

Bekhor Shor
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Halakhah  • ֲהלָכָה

learn one way the parashah 

 practically impacts our liv
es 

Three steps forward before the Amidah 

In Sefer Ha-Rokei’ah, Rabbi Elazar of Worms makes a connection 
between three places in the Tanakh where the word, וַּיִגָּׁש (va-yigash, 
he approached), appears:

 When Avraham pleads with God not to destroy the city of Sedom 
(Bereishit 18:23)

 When Yehudah approaches Yosef, here in the very beginning of 
our parashah (Bereishit 44:18)

 When Eliyahu confronts the prophets of Ba'al (Melakhim Alef 
18:36)

From these three instances of approaching, the Sefer Ha-Rokei’ah 
teaches that a person should take three steps forward before 
beginning the Amidah. The Rema (Orah Hayyim 95:1) also mentions 
this practice, and it is very common today.

Three steps back and three steps forward? 

You might have seen people before the Amidah taking three steps back and 
three steps forward. There’s nothing wrong with doing it this way, and it often 
makes sense where space is limited. But the Mishnah Berurah (Orah Hayyim 
95:3) comments that the three steps backward are not necessary. You can 
just take three steps forward immediately, without first stepping back.

What about after the Amidah?

 According to the Talmud (Yoma 53b), we should take three steps backward 
after the Amidah and then stay paused for at least a moment before stepping 
forward.

 The Talmud compares this situation to a student leaving their teacher, saying 
that it would be disrespectful to immediately move on to the next thing after 
departing. Similarly, since the Amidah is like standing before God, we should 
remain in our place for a moment after taking three steps back when it’s over.
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?What’s Going On Here  •  ָמה זֶה

Bereishit 44:20

”We told my lord, ’We have an old father, and 
there is a child of his old age, the youngest; his 
full brother is dead, so that he alone is left of 
his mother, and his father dotes on him.’” 

בראשית מד:כ

וַּנֹאֶמר ֶאל־ֲאדֹנִי יֶׁש־לָנּו ָאב 
זֵָקן וְיֶלֶד זְֻקנִים ָקָטן וְָאִחיו 
ֵמת וַּיִּוֵָתר הּוא לְַבּדֹו לְִאּמֹו 

וְָאִביו ֲאֵהבֹו׃

The Consequences of Lying 

After Yosef reveals himself to his brothers, the brothers return to ֶאֶרץ ּכְנַָען 
(Eretz Canaan, the Land of Canaan) to let Yaakov know that Yosef is still alive. 
The pasuk says that Yaakov did not believe them at first (Bereishit 45:26).

Why doesn’t Yaakov believe his sons? 

A book called Avot de-Rabbi Natan offers this 
explanation. Years earlier, the brothers lied to 
Yaakov when they dipped Yosef’s 
 ketonet passim, fine) ּכְתֹונֶת ַּפִּסים
coat) in blood, and made Yaakov 
believe that a wild animal had 
killed Yosef. Now, when they told 
Yaakov that Yosef was still alive, 
Yaakov could not believe them.

 What lesson is the Torah teaching here 
about the consequences of 
lying? 

A Moment of Hebrew  •  ֶרגַע ֶׁשל ִעבְִרית
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 זֵָקן )ׁשֶֹרׁש ז.ק.נ(

Someone who has 
lived many years

Find the Word! 
Look at Vayikra 19:32. What is the mitzvah that involves elderly people? How can you fulfill 
that mitzvah? 

Challenge: What is another word the pasuk in Vayikra uses as a synonym for zakein?

 One-Minute Debate  •  ַּדָּקה ֶׁשל ִּדּיּוןּ

How to play:

False!
 This was a reasonable way for Yosef to see if 
his brothers had really changed. He needed 
to know that his brothers had become 
capable of being in situations where people 
get preferential treatment… without getting 
jealous and throwing someone into a pit. 

Debate: Yosef should not have favored Binyamin by giving him 
extra food, silver, and clothes.

Here is a topic for debate along with some suggested arguments, 
but feel free to come up with your own.

�	 Assign people to the ”true” or ”false” sides. 

�	 Each side gets 30 seconds to make their case. 

�	 At the end, the group votes on a winner. 

ְּבִדיָחה ִעם זָָקן = 
Literally: a joke with a beard. 
A well known, unoriginal joke. 

 Beard = זָָקן

elders, leaders, scholars = זְֵקנִים

 ָּבן זְקּונִים  =
1. The youngest child in the family  
2. A child born to elderly parents

True!
  Giving special treatment to 
one child and not the rest 
is what got them in all this 
trouble in the first place! 
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Parashah Scavenger Hunt  •  ְׁשֵאלֹות ַהָּׁשבּוַע

Look for  

the answers 

 on page 12!

*

The answers to the first seven questions can be found in the matching numbered aliyah 
in the Torah reading. The answers to the last three are harder and can come from 
anywhere in the parashah.

According to Yehudah, what two 

words did Yaakov use to describe 

Yosef’s apparent death? Note 

that these two words are the 

same except for their vowels. 

How long had the 

famine been going 

on when Yosef 

revealed himself to 

his brothers?

Where did Yosef plan for 

his family to live in ִמצְַריִם 

(Mitzrayim, Egypt)?

How many donkeys did Yosef 

send back to his father?

How many children did 

Binyamin have?
How old was Yaakov when 

he met Pharaoh?

After they ran out of 

money, how did the 

Egyptians pay Yosef 

for grain?

The parashah says that Yaakov 

had 33 descendants through 

Leah, who came to Mitzrayim. 

Check the math! What is 

strange about this number?

How many times in the 

parashah does it say 

that Yosef cried?
What fraction of the Egyptian 

farmers’ produce had to go to 

Pharaoh as part of the deal 

made with Yosef?

1

3

2

4

5

7
8

9

10

6

Good luck!
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Segol is a special note. It looks like a little triangle 
of dots and it sounds like that too: it starts low, 
goes high, and comes back down. It always 
comes after a זְַרָקא (zarka), our note from last 
week—these two are always, always a pair. Here 
is an example from our parashah:

בראשית מה:ט

ַמֲהרּו֮ ַוֲע֣לּו ֶאל־ָאִב֒י

Segol   ֶסגֹול

Bereishit 45:9

Quick! Go up to my father

1

2
33
4

How many times does it appear in the Torah?
372 - Rare
Approximately every 15 pesukim

Does it end a phrase?
Yes

Is it above or below the word?
Above

Does it fall on the accent?No, it always appears at the end of the word, regardless of where the accent is

Torah Trop  •  ַטעֲֵמי ַהִּמְקָרא

Yosef is very excited to bring his father, 
Yaakov, down to ִמצְַריִם (Mitzrayim, Egypt) 
to be with him after so many years apart. 
This phrase, ”Quick! Go up to my father!” 
captures Yosef’s feelings, and the zarka-
segol note combination makes us feel how 
special this moment is. Like zarka, segol is 
printed at the end of the word, no matter 
where the accent is.

How many of these notes can you find in this week’s 
parashah?
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!Tell Me More About This  •  ּבֹואּו נְַדּבֵר עַל זֶה 

PARASHAT VAYIGASH 5782

As the famine gets worse, the people of ִמצְַריִם (Mitzrayim, Egypt) come to Yosef to get 
food. Eventually, they are willing to give everything they have to Pharaoh in order to get 
the supplies that Yosef had stored up. They say to Yosef:

On some level, it’s possible that the Egyptian people might have resented that Yosef—
an outsider from Canaan—basically caused them to become slaves to Pharaoh, even 
though he was doing so in order to save their lives. Isn’t it interesting, then, that Benei 
Yisrael are the ones who become slaves in just two parashiyot (in Parashat Shemot)?

 How does this aspect of the story affect the way you think about Yosef?

 Does this change the way you think about the new Pharaoh’s decision to enslave 
Benei Yisrael in Shemot?

 What does it mean in our parashah for the Egyptians to be slaves to Pharaoh? 
What were they before? How does it compare to the way Benei Yisrael became 
slaves in Shemot?

Bereishit 47:25

”You have given us life! We have found favor in the 
eyes of my lord, and we will be slaves to Pharaoh.”

בראשית מז:כה

וַּיֹאְמרּו ֶהֱחיִָתנּו נְִמָצא־ֵחן ְּבֵעינֵי 
ֲאדֹנִי וְָהיִינּו ֲעָבִדים לְַפְרעֹה׃



  ?Who Were Our Sages  •  ִמי ָהיּו ֲחכֵָמינּו

In the ֲהלָָכה/Halakhah section (page 5), we looked at 
Sefer Ha-Rokei’ah (“the Book of the Perfumer”), a 
work by Rabbi Elazar ben Yehudah ben Kalonymus. 
He lived in Worms, Germany about 800 years ago. 

He is sometimes called the Rokei’ah, after his 
book, which was given its name because the 
Hebrew word רֵֹקַח has the same numerical 
value in Gematria (a system that assigns 
a number value to each 
Hebrew letter) as his name, 
 As a rabbi, he was .ֶאלְָעזָר
a unique combination 
of two important Jewish 
communities: the Tosafot 

and the Hasidei Ashkenaz.

The Tosafot were the expert Talmud 
scholars of France, while the Hasidei 
Ashkenaz were the mystics of 
Germany. 

Unfortunately, he lived during a time 
of intense persecution, and his family 
was killed in the Crusades. Some of 
his poetry was written in response to 
the tragedies he experienced.
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Shabbat Shalom!
~ שבת שלום ~

Devash is a weekly parashah magazine that makes Torah 
learning sweet. By engaging directly with texts and taking 
kids seriously as Jews, Devash helps children and grownups 
discover new ideas, values, and sweet morsels in the weekly 
Torah portion. Devash is designed for kids aged 7-11 to read 
independently, or together with families and teachers.

Because learning Torah is sweet

This publication contains words of Torah, 
so please treat it with appropriate reverence
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Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License.
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Parashah Scavenger Hunt Answers: 
(tarof toraf, torn [by beasts]) ָטרֹף טָֹרף .1 
 2. Two years
 3. The land of Goshen
 4. 10 male donkeys and 10 female donkeys
 5. 10
 6. 130
 7. With their animals
 8. If you count the people actually listed (excluding Er and Onan who already died, so they never 

made it to Mitzrayim), there are only 32
 9. 4: when he first revealed himself, while embracing Binyamin, while embracing his brothers, and 

when reuniting with his father
10. One-fifth


