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Avraham sits outside his tent on a very hot Sarah sends Yishmael away with
day, sees three figures in the distance, and his mother, Hagar.

runs out to invite them over for food and
drinks. God tests Avraham by

commanding him to offer Yitzhak
The guests are actually angels, and they tell as a sacrifice. They travel for
Avraham and Sarah that Yitzhak will be born three days to the mountain God
in the coming year. shows Avraham. An angel calls
, ' out to Avraham at the
last second, telling
Avraham not to harm

S %1_
s Avraham t
to be destroyed because of the people’s
horrible behavior there. Avraham pleads

bush by its horns, and
the ram is offered in place

i of Yitzhak. This story is called n
on Sedom s behalf, but thgre arem‘not DI TRV (Akeidat Yitzhak, the ®
enough righteous people in the city to binding of Yitzhak).
save it.

+ Lot, his wife, and two of his daughters
run away while Sedom is
destroyed by fire from the
but his wife turns b
and becomes a pillar

’t&‘

+ Yitzhak is born when Sar@h S
90 years old and Avraham is
100. : \.
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% UTTN - Midrash

What are signs of righteousness?

Avraham tells his guests that he's going to give
them a piece of bread to eat (18:5)... and ends
up feeding them much more than that: cakes,
butter, milk, and meat (18:6-8)!

Talmud Bavli Bava Metzia 87a X232 haon %23 1inb%n
b ]

R. Elazer said: This shows that R TNy 18 4T RY*¥N

tzaddikim (righteous people) say a D' TXW ININ TYIN 7270 NN

little and do a lot. 1277 D'WiV) YR DMK

Why is it a good idea to promise very little but do much
more than that? Why would this be really fitting for
tzaddikim?

When can you follow Avraham’s example?
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ram"
*%4? 11971 - Halakhah

Hazal learn an important lesson from
the way Avraham responds when
God commands him to offer his son
as a sacrifice.

A£\

Talmud Bavli Pesahim 4a 7 H7 0*MoA Naon *22a Tn%n

. . TN
Eager people perform mitzvot quickly, K v
as it says: "Avraham woke early in the MR, m\?ng:; DMTRNA 1T
morning” (Bereishit 22:3). .(2:20 n"wr2) ”1j722 DiT1AR DAY

By waking up early to do this mitzvah, even though it was
something he would never have really wanted to do, Avraham
shows us that we should try to do mitzvot as quickly as possible.

The Gemara brings n?m n 2 (berit milah, circumcision) as an

@ DEVASH | VAYERA 5784



example. A berit milah can be done any time on the eighth
day of a baby'’s life, but it's best to do it first thing in the

morning (Shulhan Arukh YD 262:1). This shows how eager and
excited we are to do the mitzvah.

What things make you want to wake up early?

Why is it important to show energy and enthusiasm
when doing mitzvot?

What are some mitzvot you're excited to do? What
are some mitzvot where you could add more
energy or speed?
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Debate: It's wrong to punish a whole group when only
some of the people in the group are doing the wrong thing.

How to play:

+ Here are some arguments to get you started, but try to
come up with your own. Then debate someone!

+ For a true one-minute debate, give each side 30 seconds
to make its best case.

flgree! Disagree!

+ It's not fair to have to stay in + Sometimes collective punishment

from recess if your classmates is necessary to teach the whole
were misbehaving, but you were community a lesson.
following rules. That makes + Why are you part of the group if you
everyone angry at each other. knew they were doing something

+ Avraham argued with God: wrong? If you're with people who are
"Will You sweep away the misbehaving, it's your responsibility to

righteous with the wicked?!”
(Bereishit 18:23). God agreed
with Avraham, saying Sedom
would deserve to be saved if
it contained even a minority of
righteous people.

separate from them, or else you face
the consequences together.

_ « If you're part of a group, that shows that
‘ you agree with their behavior even if
you weren't the one doing it. Being part
of a group means you're their partner.
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P aliyot:
Wa P 1) Bereishit 18:1 to 18:14
%R 3 2) 1815 to 18:33

«¥ 14awn ni7xe - Parashah Scavenger Hunt | 31911920
T ' 4) 19:21 to 21:4

5) 21:5 to 21:21
6) 21:22 to 21:34
7) 22:1 to 22:24

haftarah: Melakhim Bet
4:1-23 for Sefardim and
4:1-37 for Ashkenazim

g oOd luck' 4 «J How does God change g / S ¥

what Sarah had said when

The answers to the first seven questions can be found in the
matching numbered aliyah in the Torah reading.

reporting it to Avraham?

What job does Avraham
think God has?

. J Hazal suggest this story took
place during Pesah. Can you

find their clue in the text?

of Avimelekh suffer because

) Why does Avraham he kidnapped Sarah?

throw a party?

© What does Avraham

» How many times are Avraham plant in Beer Shevar

and Yitzhak described as
"walking together"?

. Where was Hagar

, u This parashah explains how from?

two cities got their names.

What are they?
R J From the haftarah: How

was Elisha’s little room
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@ 11091 - Haftarah

Elisha was a prophet and miracle-maker. He was the student
of K"22i7 3MHK (Eliyyahu ha-navi, Elijah the prophet), and he
became a spiritual leader of Benei Yisrael after Eliyyahu died.

The first fifteen chapters of Sefer Melakhim Bet contain
some weird and wonderful stories about the ways Elisha
helped people. Two of these appear in our haftarah.

1. Awidow comes to Elisha in distress. She has debts that she can't
repay, and the person she owes is threatening to seize her
children as slaves. All she has is one jug of oil. Elisha tells
her to collect empty containers from her neighbors,
and to pour her oil into these containers. A
miracle happens, and her little jug doesn't
empty out until all the empty containers
are filled with oil from it! The woman is
able to sell the oil and pay back what g
she owes.

2. Elisha is hosted by a wealthy woman known as the M"RNAWT MEN
(isha ha-shunnamit, the woman from Shunem). Elisha wants to pay
her back for her hospitality. When he learns that she doesn't have
children, he announces that she'll have a baby within a year.

"Don't tease me,” she replies.

She ends up giving birth to a son. But a few years later, he dies
suddenly. The isha ha-shunnamit rides a donkey to find Elisha. She
confronts him, saying, “Didn't | tell you not to tease me?!”

Elisha prays to God and performs an unusual ceremony that brings
the child back to life!

+ What themes connect these two stories of miracles? What's
the role of food, women, and children in each story?
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+ In our parashah, Sarah learns that she'll have a child
(Bereishit 18:14). In our haftarah, the isha ha-shunnamit learns
that she'll have a child (Melakhim Bet 4:16). What language
connects these two pesukim? How are the two women's
reactions similar, and how are they different?

Copyright (c) 2023 by Hadar | Devash: Vayera 2023 by Hadar is licensed under a Creative HADAR @
Commons. Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License.



How is the story of prIx? N7V (Akeidat Yitzhak, the
binding of Yitzhak) similar to what happens to the
children in these stories? How are these different?
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Whom do we thank for the goodness in our lives?

Bereishit 21:33 a%:x2 n"wrna

Avraham planted an eshel tree in Beer Sheva, and DY R7p"1 Vaw N1 '7WN yun
called out there in the name of God Everlasting. D'7'|y o-N T nwa

Reish Lakish suggests a play on words. The word X771
(vayikra) means that Avraham “called out.” But if you
change the vowels, it could be N1 (vayakri), which
means that he “caused others to call out.”

Talmud Bavli Sota 10b " [T 7TDI0 NADN 222 TIR%N

ATIN
This teaches that Avraham our ancestor caused y

the name of the Holy Blessed One to be called out 172K DTN KMy YN
by everyone who passed by. How? After his guests D2 RIT 12 WiTR YW inw
ate and drank, they would get up to bless Avraham. 1'73Nw OKRY 7T¥00 .ap 121y '73
He would say to them: Did you really eat from what ¢ D.‘l'? MmN 1:11:'7 1TRY ANY
is mine? It was all from God! Give thanks and ooy "7'7N '7VJn ?Dn'xm Hwn
praise and blessing to the One Who spoke 71’3'7 12721 AW 1T 'Dﬂ'?:lN
and created the world. D9 M Ry
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. @ Q Don't we know what the sun
g does?! What should we learn
from this pasuk?
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Bereishit Rabbah 58:2 2:M 127 N"wRNA

R. Abba bar Kahanah said: Before God makes ypw?r N";[_y‘ TY :NJT3 12 N2AR 27 0N

the “sun” of one tzaddik (righteous person) set, NI p7TY DU iWRw R 102 WiTRi
God makes the sun of another tzaddik rise. Jhan gy 'Ng' WRW mmn

..Before Sarah's sun set, God made Rivkah's NI 102 WiTRid Y pwil RoW Ty...
sun rise. TR SW Awnw T My Yw nwnw

R. Abba bar Kahanah is noticing that we hear the news that Rivkah has
been born at the end of this week’s parashah (Bereishit 22:23), and this
comes just before we hear about Sarah's death (at the beginning of next
week’s parashah; Bereishit 23:2). He's explaining why these events took
place in this order: sunrise (Rivka's birth) before sunset (Sarah's death).

Why do you think it might have felt really terrible to lose Sarah? How
would Rivkah's birth have provided comfort?

Why is it important for God to always make sure we have at least one
new tzaddik before we lose a previous one? What message does the
midrash have about how God cares for us through history?

y
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How might this idea give you strength when you are going through a
hard time?

Devash is a weekly parashah magazine that makes Torah learning sweet. By engaging directly with texts and @
taking kids seriously as Jews, Devash helps children (ages 7+) and grown-ups discover the weekly Torah portion.



Halakhah

Mishnah Bava Kama 8:7

If you cause damage, you're not forgiven - even if you
have already paid for it - until you say sorry and ask
forgiveness. As it is said, "Now, return Sarah to Avraham
because he is a prophet and will pray on your behalf..."
(Bereishit 20:7).

And how do we know that someone who doesn't
forgive is being cruel? As it is said, "Avraham prayed to
God and God healed Avimelekh” (Bereishit 20:17).
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