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After 17 years in Dﬁyn (Mrtzr:ayrm, Egypt),,l‘aglgqueeﬁﬂs, ere;eommg to S A R e
an end. -
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Yaakov blesses Yosef's two sons, Me'riarskfeﬁ and Efrayim. Yosef ’ ‘ -
places Menasheh at Yaako\( S rrgh,tSId > and Efraylm at Yaakov's : -
left side, but Yaakov crosses his hands'to-place—hls right : el
hand on Efrayim’s head and HJ§ le'ft.h'a'ﬁotomﬂemasheh' -

head, saying that Efraylm W]|| be greater-tinar'r Menasheh
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Yaakov gives a final message to each of'lms cihlldren

el e d O

Yaakov instructs his chlldren to bury hrm in the
1yn (me'arah, cave) in the field of Makhpelah
back in the Land of Canaan. This is where Leah, his
parents, and his grandpareritSare already buried.

Yaakov dles His famﬂy and. Egypt'mourn for h|m
and they bury hlm as he asked -

Yosef's brothers are afrald that Yosef will take
revenge against them. Yosef calms them down and
says that it was part of God's-plan for him to come
to Mltzraylm so he cou[d save the famaly from famine.

Yosef lives to see his great—grandchlldren He makes
his family swear to take his bones with them when theyl oA
eventually leave Mitzrayim, and then he dies. b
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0710971 VW9 - Understanding the Verses

Before Yaakov dies, he gives each of his sons a
poetic blessing. Here's the one for Dan:

Bereishit 49:16-18

Dan shall judge his people,
As one of the tribes of Israel.

Dan shall be a serpent by the road,
A viper by the path,

That bites the horse’s heels

So that its rider is thrown backward.

| hope for Your salvation, God!
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+ What do you notice? What makes you curious?

+ What could it mean that Dan will judge "as one of the
tribes”"? Could this be a message about leaders seeing
themselves as part of the people they are leading?
What message is that telling us?

+ Imagine the scene with a serpent, horse, and rider.
What strengths and weaknesses does each one
have? What is each one afraid of? Which one would
you like to be? Why?

+ Why might it be a blessing to be like the
serpent? What's the kind of situation when it
might be important to have this blessing?

+ Do you notice anything strange about the final line that
makes it very different from what's before? (Try to
think of it yourself before you read ahead!) Besides
being very short, Yaakov isn't really talking about
Dan anymore. Instead, he seems to be asking God
for help in a very direct way. Why do you think he might
be doing that right now? Do you think this is still part of
Dan's blessing, or is it something else? Could something
about the snake and horse have made Yaakov think about
something from his own life? (Hint: Look at Bereishit 25:26.)
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W1TN - Midrash

Bereishit 48:1 R:MN N"WKRN2
..Yosef was told, "Your father is ill." ,-["'7]-[ AN AT l']Q"I"I? TANM...
So he took his two sons, Menasheh and TIW.]T_I nX jny 1M u‘(} I'IN MR
Efrayim. :077AN NXT
.._/JWVV_“M. e e / ’ —/,,.—“\\
'\ f oC ( I'm surprised Yosef didnt = Al E -~
L already know his father - bugg 9ed gy, as/;/mar )
% . was sick! ; [ stel gy, ”’Pt/n/;g
} T w \ gy
P o _
Pesikta Rabbati —aaha_ 37N27 RNjp0A
0@ o
Yosef's greatest quality was respecting 0"“‘(/’ Q,(ea\,(\\\es\»\ﬁ“- it Sy imw ,73 i
his father, so didn't he visit Yaakov .\ /\ o 7112 Yy J"'?Dn Ty
regularly? If other people hadn't told 1'7XN 012) N'?'I 7R
Yosef that his father was sick, would he f p "'71'7NVJ '?“WW 533
not have known? ! 17NN DMK INAY

We learn from this about how righteous N N[7 "_'I”” Rax: 1[7

Yosef was. He didn't ever want to be Py7i
alone with Yaakov, because he worried ATy 131’11‘['7 N'?N
that Yaakov would ask for details about oy _m,n_[l7 Y N'?VJ
what the brothers had done. Then Yosef -5 Ko N'?W AN
would have had to tell him, and Yaakov — ?2°0X 72 WY KT
would curse the brothers... so Yosef e NY .719“—7".7 ---D'?'?QTQ"
didn't visit Yaakov regularly. YW 53 1’355 5;{,}_{ "1'7"”

If someone hurts you, you should tell a parent or
another trusted adult right away. Talking about what
happened can make you feel better, and the adults in
your life can help keep you safe.

Yosef's situation was different, though, because he was
grown up how, and he was the most powerful person in
Mitzrayim after Pharaoh. So now he had to ask himself:
Is it still worth telling Yaakov what really happened, if
that might ruin his relationship with his brothers or if
they might get cursed?

HADAR :




.
+ You might think that Yosef would have been ok with his \
\\ Sehd o '

brothers getting cursed! What can we learn from Yosef
. " Quest; 1OUghts
about when and how to forgive? CSTions S S

+ Why might Yosef have sacrificed having a closer "l
relationship with his father, so that his brothers could

nf oy,

. . . . . W’/’te "fure/ and,

continue having a relationship with Yaakov, too? fus Yes o p < Will
eVaS/) Devashg&‘
anOr '

THIY19 - Commentary
Yaakov asks Yosef to promise to bury him in n?@;t-_\tl nvn
(me'arat ha-makhpelah, the cave of Makhpelah) backinthe
Land of Canaan. Later, he talks to Yosef again, and hereis =~
part of what he says:
Bereishit 48:7 T:MnN N"wKRNa
"When | was returning from Paddan, Rahel died YIN2 2171 "2V 710R 7790 8232 1R
on me in the Land of Canaan, along the way, NIAN N’:'g YIN N22 Tiva 9772 1V
some distance from Efrat. | buried her there on  :0IT? N2 R1iT N1OK 7772 DW i1712pK1
the road to Efrat—which is Beit Lehem.”

Why does Yaakov mention these details about
where Rahel is buried? Our 0"1wW1a (parshanim,
commentators) seem to agree that Yaakov is
trying to offer some reason for why he should be
buried in me'arat ha-makhpelah, even though
Rahel (Yosef's mother) wasn't. The parshanim
disagree about what that reason might be.




Ramban (Spain, 800 years ago) 1”"ann
Yaakov mentioned that Rahel died in the Land of N71,1V22 yIR2 T0n 72 1% X
Canaan-she wasn't buried outside the Land, which TR WRD YIRY YA T2R)
is what Yaakov wanted to avoid for himself. Yaakov nm .:1'.7;{2:7 D™IYN N2y
also mentioned that she died along the way, 927 X91,0iknn ynoa 7773
suddenly, to explain that he couldn't have just left 1712 NR ATY? 5K "3, 00 11227
the whole family and their flocks out there on the FIAY 10 1271 7772 3M0n NR)
road to go bury Rahel in me'arat hamakhpelah... ..T128217 Nn?

Are there particular words
or phrases in our pasuk that

"'wA

& -r'm:w AT 8 YYW A2 VT
-mn‘; Y2 RiInY 0y
0721V 171, 7IRIEA) n‘uvw:
Ephly Sy Sm Y , 0w 71

and s e will pray or tl \em. This is based e .20 n-r"7y nWpan i
prophecy of Yirmiyahu (31%1) "Avoice is heard ‘7|-n ynwinnia '717 NI
in Ramah, it's the sound of Rahel crying for her (T:XY M) 772 Sy m9an

children.”




+ Rashi is also noticing clues in pesukim, but mostly not from our
parashah! He's looking at the book of Yirmiyahu, which is in a different
part of 7”1\ (Tanakh, the Bible). Can you tell which word in our pasuk
Rashi is connecting to Yirmiyahu?

+ According to Rashi, Rahel was buried in Beit Lehem for a reason. She
has an important mission there—to pray for the Jewish people being
exiled after the destruction of the first W-pnia N a (Beit Ha-Mikdash,
Holy Temple). What do you think we can learn from this?

+ Do you think Rahel would have agreed with this thinking? Would Yosef
have been satisfied with this explanation? Why?

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO OO OO OO OO OO O OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO O OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO0

N"1U 79 U471 - A Moment of Hebrew

Bereishit 49:22 22:vn N"wKRIA
Yosef is a fruitful bough, a fruitful bough by a well; nia w2y Nv 12 i na 12
whose branches climb over the wall. MY "'7y TIyY

= TIWRIT TYYT DR Niwy?

T1.V.X W) TVY?
To take the first step C ( ) O
(Ia'asot et ha-tza'ad ha- ¢ To march or walk = TIYY S TYYn
rishon) (litz'od) ! Parade, march,

or rally (mitz'ad,
adah)
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) r""ere'i&ﬁit‘ 5)47‘:ﬁ8.,t6 48:9
? 48:10 tov,,izt‘?g:ﬁ‘é E e,

o 48:17t0 4822

IH1YD Ni7KY - Parashah Scavenger Hunt Ao 10 4
49;9 to 49:26
The answers to the first seven questions can be found in the ’)§49ﬁ27'to 50:20
matching numbered aliyah in the Torah reading. The answers to » 8
questions 8 and 9 are harder and can come from anywhere in the

parashah. The answer to question 10 is in this week’s haftarah.

/R |
dfg) c Where does Yaakov tell Yosef
‘ that God appeared to him?

Who was Yosef's

‘ firstborn son?

9 According to Yaakov, which
of Yosef's sons will achieve

more greatness in the future?

0 Who will live by the sea?
|

e Who don't the e When Yosef went to

‘ archers like? Canaan to bury Yaakov,

who went with him?

I
0 Who comforts whom?
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When blessing his
grandchildren, Yaakov
crosses his arms, placing

his right hand on Yosef's
younger son, Efrayim, and

his left hand on Yosef's older
son, Menasheh. Yosef tries to
stop him from doing this, but
Yaakov says he has a good
reason (Bereishit 48:14-19).

H'T 7Y 7T - One-Minute Debate

Debate: Yosef shouldn’'t have tried

to untangle his father's arms.

How to play:

+ Here are some arguments to get you started, but try to come
up with your own. Then debate someone!

+ For a true one-minute debate, give each side 30 seconds to
make its best case.

flgree! Disagree!
+ It was disrespectful to Yaakov to + Yosef thought Yaakov was confused.

try to override his choice. The Torah tells us that Yaakov was
having trouble seeing. Yosef was just
trying to help.

+ Yosef must have known the
story of how Yaakov—himself
a younger brother—got the
special firstborn blessing from
his own father, Yitzhak (back in

+ Yosef must have been nervous
about giving preference to the
younger child. That's what got him

Parashat Toldot). It was a family thrown into a pit and sold as a slave!
tradition to give preference to
the younger child! Learn one way

the parashah
practically impacts
our lives

971 - Halakhah

When you walk in the door to your .
home or into your classroom, how does %
it feel when someone greets you with
a smile? What if no one looks up from
what they’re doing—what's that like?

SAY HI OR GIVE
HIGH FIVES

Here's a teaching from the Gemara

to greet people in a friendly way. Notice
how the lesson is connected to a pasuk ?



Talmud Bavli Ketubot 11b N121N3 Naon "%aa n%n

)
R. Yohanan said: When you show the whites of ATy R 7
your teeth to a person (by smiling at them) it's 12%RI 200 0P 221 0K
even better than giving them milk to drink. "Iﬂl?.W:T_ﬂT.J TN N onw

"0 DAY 137 MRIY 27T
PR YR - (27:vn NYWRI2)
DM 1127 KPR D0 127

This is based on the words (in the blessing to
Yehudah in our parashah): "u-le-ven shinayim
mei-halav” (Bereishit 49:12). Instead of reading
it le-ven shinayim mei-halav (which means, "his
teeth are white from drinking milk”), change the
vowels a little and read it: libbun shinayim mei-
halav (which means, "white teeth—smiling—is
better than milk").

A similar idea is expressed by Shammai in Pirkei Avot
(1:15), who says we should always greet people with
a friendly face: nin? 0718 1102 (b'sever panim yafot).

Try it! Spend a day really focusing
on how you greet every person
you see—whether it's in the hall at
school, or at the grocery store, or
anywhere you go (don't forget at
home, too). What's your experience? |
How do people seem to respond? /

7,

Avot De-Rabbi Natan (13:4) adds that if you give
someone all the gifts in the world, but without a
smile, it's as if you haven't given anything. On the
other hand, simply greeting someone kindly—b'sever
panim yafot— can be as good as giving them tons of
gifts!

You can show sever panim yafot in lots of ways:

: " ASK: "HOW ARE ._
_ YOUDOING?" B hal ~ Iloved what
wo— : SAY SOMETHING You said in
Do you g % SUPPORTIVE AND

) parashah class.
COMPLIMENTARY T )

SPEAK KINDLY AND
WITH MANNERS

. need help?



111N - Bereishit in Review

This week we complete Sefer Bereishit. We've met so many

interesting and inspiring characters. ,
g piring v® o

Here's how some Devash readers f "
answered this question.

AVRAHAM

Sometimes in my life, | have to do the
right thing even if it's hard, and I think
that is what Avraham did in the story of
the Akeidah.
-Gabriel, age 11

RIVKAH

Her kind action represented

- selflessness and what you should do
g Ce when you see someone in a situation
where they are thirsty or hungry.
»e -Amit, age 12

L N e N S N s W e S

SHIMON (YOSEF'S BROTHER)

He went into prison, even though
it was hard. Something | try to do
in my life is to persevere through
something even if it is hard.

-Ari, age 12

. DEVASH | VAYEHI 5783




NOAH

HAGAR

She had a lot of hardships. She lost her job as a
slave and ended up in the desert, with nothing
but a jug of water and her son. When her son
Yishmael was about to die, she cried out to God.
God heard Yishmael's cry, and helped them.
-Simone, age 12

Noah was in a life or death situation, and he
saved humanity. We learn from him about

Noah was a righteous man. Noah was a

good person. When | grow up, | want to be a
good person and help people in need. Noah
influences me to do so many good deeds that Ill
be in the Guinness World Records!

-Amy, age 12

helping everyone and being a mensch.

-Julian, age 12

SARAH

The midrash presents her as a prophet
and a righteous woman whose actions
are worthy of emulation. | think she is
a good role model because of the way
she acts.

-Eyden, age 12

Luz (48:3)

Menasheh (48:14)

Efrayim (48:19)

. Zevulun (49:13)

Yosef (49:22)

Pharaoh's servants, all the elders of 0™¥n
(Mitzrayim, Egypt), Yosef's family, and his brothers
and their families (just not the children) (50:7-8)

ov s wN

Parashah Scavenger Hunt Answers:

7.

Yosef comforts his brothers (50:21)

8. 17 years (47:28)

10.

Reuven and Shimon (48:5)
Punish Yoav ben Tzeruya and Shimi ben Gera;
reward the sons of Barzilai (Melakhim Bet 2:5-8)




Talmud Bavli Pesahim 56a

His children said to him: Shema Yisrael, 1FOR 1 SN yaw 2 1% 1nR
Hashem Elokeinu, Hashem ehad. ) ' ' SOR

They explained: Just as there is only 72 ,TOR ROR 7292 'RW DWA 0K
one God in your heart, so too, we only © IR RYR 1293 PR
have one God in our hearts. S '

At that moment, Yaakov opened his mouth and said: Apy? MND YW ANiNa
Barukh shem kevod malkhuto le-olam va-ed (blessed OW 7772 AN AR
be the name of the glory of God's kingdom forever and v 0%1vY inabn Tiaa

ever).
7772V 077 11220 MINR

The rabbis wondered what to do with this response. wn iR XY ,TnK]
21720

They thought, we can't say it as part of Shema, because ) .
Apy? KR, AIINRD KD

it's not in the Torah.
But since Yaakov said it, we can't leave it out! DTMRIR Y P00

They compromised and decided to say it quietly. PRI IR

Try it out! When you say Shema, try having the different meanings in MO@Z:;.«»M: :
Ll o«»‘..‘_u‘"‘m 5
time, imagine you are talking to all of Benei Yisrael and telling them that Godis e
Al Pqnub‘rﬂ-ﬂmﬁ

one. Another time, imagine you are reassuring Yaakov and telllng hlm-that*your—-m
W e - ey el

still believe that God is one. How does each one feel? WhICh D e R

imagining better? Why? oA e s g e -rr-fr- e




