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 Moshe gathers ְָׂראֵל  Benei Yisrael, the) בְּנֵי יִש
Israelites) and teaches them about Shabbat. 

 Moshe asks Benei Yisrael to donate supplies to 
build the ִמׁשְכָּן (mishkan, sanctuary for God). Benei 
Yisrael are so generous that they donate more than 
is needed.

 The mishkan’s roof and walls, and its כֵּלִים (keilim, 
vessels)—the ָארוֹן (aron, ark), ׁשֻלְָחן (shulhan, table), 
—(mizbehot, altars) ִמזְבְּחוֹת and ,(menorah) ְמנוָֹרה
are all built according to Moshe’s instructions.

 The Torah counts up all the different supplies that 
were used in building the mishkan.  

 The special pieces of clothing for Aharon, the 
 are created, and ,(kohen gadol, high priest) כֵֹּהן גָּדוֹל
the simpler uniform for the other kohanim. 

 On the first of Nissan, almost one year after 
 yetziat Mitzrayim, the Exodus from) יְצִיַאת ִמצְַריִם
Egypt), the mishkan is complete. Everything was 
done exactly as God had instructed.

 Moshe sets up the walls and all the keilim. He places 
the לֻחוֹת (luhot, tablets) in the aron, and he burns 
 .on the golden mizbei’ah (ketoret, incense) קְּטֶֹרת

 A cloud appears and covers the mishkan, and God’s 
presence fills it.
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Understanding the Verses  •  ְּפַׁשט ַהְּפסּוִקים
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שמות לט:מב-מג
 כְּכֹל ֲאׁשֶר צִוָּה ה' ֶאת מֹׁשֶה

ְָׂראֵל ּ בְּנֵי יִש  כֵּן עָשׂו
ֵאת כׇּל ָהעֲבָֹדה׃

 וַיְַּרא מֹׁשֶה ֶאת כׇּל ַהּמְלָאכָה
ּ אָֹתּה כֲַּאׁשֶר צִוָּה ה' כֵּן עָשׂוּ  וְִהנֵּה עָשׂו

וַיְבֶָרךְ אָֹתם מֹׁשֶה׃ 

Shemot 39:42-43

Just as God commanded Moshe, 
that’s what Benei Yisrael did,  
for all the work. 

Moshe saw they had done all the work—as 
God had commanded, so they had done—
and Moshe blessed them.

 Why do you think these pesukim 
emphasize that Benei Yisrael did 
everything exactly as God had 
commanded? Why is this so important?

 What might have happened if they didn’t 
follow all the directions exactly, and made 
one of the keilim in a slightly different way?

 Why might building the mishkan and then 
getting a blessing go together? What kind 
of blessing do you imagine Moshe gave 
Benei Yisrael? What blessing would fit this 
moment? 

Benei Yisrael finish creating the mishkan, all its כֵּלִים (keilim, 
vessels), and the clothing for kohanim. Here’s how the 
Torah summarizes the way that Benei Yisrael did this work. 

 Back in Bereishit, at the end of the sixth 
day of creation, God sees the world that 
God created, calls it good, and then gives 
a blessing. 

 Compare our pesukim above to 
these pesukim about the creation of 
the world: Bereishit 1:31 to 2:3. What 
similarities do you notice?

 It seems like the Torah might want us 
to think about a connection between 
the creation of the mishkan and the 
creation of the 
world. Why? 
What can 
this tell us 
about the 
mishkan?
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Rava believes the aron can teach us about something called “integrity.” 
That’s when a person really believes or means on the inside all the good 
things they say or show in their outside behavior. People who have integrity 
are honest—they don’t try to trick people. They also really believe in what’s 
right, so they’ll do the right thing even if no one is looking (and not just 
because they hope someone on the outside will notice). Rava says it’s only 
possible to be a Torah scholar if you have integrity.

תלמוד בבלי יומא דף עב עמוד ב
״ִמבַּיִת וִּמחוּץ״ - 

ָאַמר ָרבָא׃ כׇּל ּתַלְִמיד ָחכָם ׁשֵֶאין ּתוֹכוֹ 
כְּבָרוֹ — ֵאינוֹ ּתַלְִמיד ָחכָם. 

Talmud Bavli Yoma 72b  

“From inside and from outside”-

Rava said: Any Torah scholar whose inside 
is not the same as their outside is not 
actually a Torah scholar.

The Torah says the ָארוֹן (aron, ark) was 
supposed to be covered in gold ִמבַּיִת וִּמחוּץ 
(me-bayit u’me-hutz, inside and outside). I 
wonder what this could be teaching us. 

A lot of midrashim are 
bugged by something 

unusual in the Torah text

 Can you think of examples of people 
in your life who have a lot of integrity? 
What does it feel like to interact with 
someone like this? Why is this quality 
so important for Torah scholars?

 When can it be 
hard to be 
honest? What 
would 
you tell 
someone 
who’s 
having a 
hard time 
with that?

 Do you think it’s easier to 
be good, generous, or kind 
on the inside, or on the 
outside? Why?

 Have you ever done 
the right thing even if 
no one was looking? 
What did that feel 
like? What is it like to 
be around people 
who act this way?

   Midrash  •  ִמְדָרׁש
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 Commentary  •  ַּפְרָׁשנּות

Why does this pasuk stress that people were 
moved by their hearts to bring their donations? 
What could that be adding? What might we have 
thought if it hadn't said that?

שמות לה:כט
ָה ֲאׁשֶר נַָדב לִבָּם אָֹתם  כׇּל ִאיׁש וְִאׁשּ
לְָהבִיא לְכׇל ַהּמְלָאכָה ֲאׁשֶר צִוָּה ה' 

ְָׂראֵל  ּ בְנֵי יִש לַעֲשׂוֹת בְּיַד מֹׁשֶה ֵהבִיאו
נְָדבָה לַה'׃

אברבנאל
ּ ַהנְָּדבָה ַההוּא  הוּא לְַהגִּיד ׁשֶכֻּלָּם עָשׂו

ֵם וּלְַקיֵּם ִמצְוָתוֹ. לִׁשְָמּה לַעֲבֹד ַהּשׁ

מלבי"ם
ָהעֲנִיִּים לֹא נְִמצָא בְּיָָדם ְמאוָּמה 
ַרק ׁשֶנַָּדב לִבָּם אוָֹתם, לִבָּם לְבַד 
ּ בְּלִבָּם  וַּמחְׁשַבְּתָם נָָדב, ׁשֶחָׁשְבו

לְָהבִיא ִאם יְִהיֶה לְאֵל יָָדם… 
ָה ַהזֶּה ֵהבִיאוּ  ֶאת ָהִאיׁש וְָהִאּשׁ

ְָׂראֵל נְָדבָה לַה', ָהִאיׁש  בְנֵי יִש
ּ עִקָּר  ָה ַהזֹּאת ָהיו ַהזֶּה וְָהִאּשׁ

ַהנְָּדבָה ׁשֶנְִּתַקבְּלָה ֵאצֶל ה'.

Shemot 35:29

All the people whose hearts moved them 
to bring (donations) for the work that God 
had commanded them to do, through 
Moshe, brought donations to God. 

Abarbanel (Portugal, 550 years ago)

This pasuk is here to tell us that everyone 
donated for the right reasons: to serve God 
and observe God’s mitzvot.

Malbim (Eastern Europe, 200 years ago)

People who were poor didn’t have anything 
to give—just their hearts. They could only give 
over their hearts and thoughts. They thought 
in their hearts that they would have brought 
donations, if they had been able to…

=Benei Yisrael brought these righteous people 
before God, and that was the most important 
gift to God. 

 How do Abarbanel and Malbim each understand the words 
“asher nadav libam otam”? According to each parshan, 
what can we learn from the emphasis on the heart? 

 Consider Abarbanel: What if a person makes a donation 
not for the best reasons, like because they want to get 
attention or praise? Is it still good to donate even if your 
intention isn’t totally pure? Why should intent matter?
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Disagree!
 The Gemara teaches that you should still 
do something good even if you have the 
wrong intention because your actions 
can help you to start having the right 
intentions later. It’s called ִמּתוֹךְ ׁשֶלֹּא 
 Talmud Bavli Sanhedrin) לִׁשְָמּה בָּא לִׁשְָמּה
105b). 

 If you give lots of tzedakah even though 
you’re only doing it for attention, your 
money still has a really big impact and 
can save people’s lives. 

 A lot of people say they have the right 
intentions but end up doing the wrong 
thing. I’d rather they just do the right 
thing no matter what their intentions are!

Agree!
 When someone treats me 
well, but I know they don’t 
really mean it, I don’t feel 
very good. Think about a 
forced apology. It doesn’t 
help.

 If you’re doing something 
difficult and your heart isn’t 
in it, you probably won’t 
stick with it for very long.  

 If you act one way, but feel 
a different way, then you 
don’t have much integrity. 
(See Midrash, p. 3!)

Agree!

Maybe 
both?

Disagree!

 One-Minute Debate  •  ַּדָּקה ֶׁשל ִּדּיּוןּ

How to play:
�	 Here are some arguments to get you started, but try to 

come up with your own. Then debate someone!

�	 For a true one-minute debate, give each side 30 seconds 
to make its best case.

Debate: You have to have the right intention when you 
do something good.

 Consider Malbim: What’s the difference between doing 
something “whole-heartedly” (because they really want to) and 
doing it “half-heartedly” (without really wanting to)? Why would 
true desire be so important to God even if the people couldn’t 
actually donate something?

DONATIONS
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A Moment of Hebrew  •  ֶרגַע ֶׁשל ִעבְִרית

Shemot 38:21

These are the records of the mishkan, the mishkan 
of testimony, which were drawn up at Moshe’s 
bidding—the work of the Levi’im under the direction 
of Itamar son of Aharon the priest. 

שמות לח:כא

אֵלֶּה פְקוֵּדי ַהּמִׁשְכָּן ִמׁשְכַּן ָהעֵֻדת 
ֲאׁשֶר ּפֻקַּד עַל ּפִי מֹׁשֶה עֲבַֹדת 

ַהלְוִיִּם בְּיַד ִאיָתָמר בֶּן ַאֲהרֹן ַהכֵֹּהן׃ 

ִמפְָקד = 
Census or 
assembly (mifkad)

ּפִָקיד = 
Clerk (pakid)

ְמפַקֵּד / ְמפַקֶֶּדת = 
Commander 
(mefaked/mefakedet)

ּפִקָּדוֹן = 
Deposit  
(pikadon)

Find the Word! 
Before Yosef dies, he makes his brothers 
swear that they will take his bones when 
they eventually leave Egypt. Our shoresh 
 ”,in this case meaning “to remember ,פ.ק.ד
repeats several times over the course of 
two pesukim. Can you find these verses in 
Bereishit 50? Why might Yosef repeat this 
word so many times?

לִפְקֹד )ׁשֶֹרׁש פ.ק.ד(
 To count
 To command or instruct
 To visit 
 To remember 

(lifkod)
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Parashah Scavenger Hunt  •  ְׁשֵאלֹות ַהָּׁשבּוַע

Look for  

the answers 

 on page 11!

*

The answers to the first seven questions can be found in the 
matching numbered aliyah in the Torah reading. The answers to 
questions 8 and 9 are harder and can come from anywhere in the 
parashah. The answer to question 10 is in this week’s haftarah.

Who brought the precious stones 
for the ֵאפוֹד (ephod) and the חֹׁשֶן 
(hoshen) that the כֵֹּהן גָּדוֹל (kohen 
gadol, high priest) wore? 

Who built the ָארוֹן 
(aron, ark)? 

How many branches and how many 
lamps did the menorah have?

What was the כִּיּוֹר (kiyor, 
washbasin) made out of?

Which row of the ן  ,hoshen) חֶֹשׁ
breastplate) contained the precious 
stone called ׁשַֹהם (shoham), often 
translated as lapis lazuli?

Which of the mishkan’s כֵּלִים 
(keilim, vessels) is described 
as ְטהָֹרה (tehorah, pure)?

What would Benei Yisrael do when 
the cloud over the mishkan rose?

From the haftarah: 
What sacrifices were 
offered on the seven 
days of Pesah?

The כֵֹּהן גָּדוֹל (kohen gadol, high priest) had a 
special headband called the צִיץ (tzitz). What did 
the tzitz have in common with tzitzit (besides the 
way they’re spelled)? 

How many named 
characters appear in 
Vayakhel-Pekudei?

Good luck!

aliyot: 
1) Shemot 35:1 to 35:29 
2) 35:30 to 37:16
3) 37:17 to 37:29
4) 38:1 to 39:1
5) 39:2 to 39:21
6) 39:22 to 39:43
7) 40:1 to 40:38

haftarah for Shabbat 
Ha-Hodesh: Yehezkel 
45:18 to 46:15 for 
Sefaradim and 45:16 to 
46:18 for Ashkenazim

For support teaching this and other texts in 
your school, check out PoP! hadar.org/pop  

To subscribe to future issues 

or for free downloads, visit: 

hadar.org/devash
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While most of our Torah reading this week focuses on the mishkan, 
the beginning reminds us about the expectation to observe Shabbat. 
We don’t get very many details, just a warning not to do any ְמלָאכָה 
(melakhah) (Shemot 35:2). 

What is melakhah? We often translate it as “work,” but that doesn’t fully 
capture it. In the Torah, the word melakhah is almost always used to 
talk about what is not allowed on Shabbat and holidays, or what had to 
happen in the mishkan. 

The Talmud notices this and teaches that all the kinds of melakhah the 
Torah forbids on Shabbat are the same kinds of melakhah used to build 
the mishkan (Yerushalmi Shabbat 47a).

In our parashah, the kind of actions needed to 
make and maintain the mishkan are called 
 melekhet mahashevet, skilled) ְמלֶאכֶת ַמחֲׁשֶבֶת
crafts). Based on this, the general rule is that 
something is only considered melakhah on 
Shabbat—at least on a biblical level—if it is 
done in a skilled way, or a way that will last.

The Shulhan Arukh (Orah Hayyim 317:1) explains 
how this idea plays out with tying knots:

1) If you tie a knot that will last a 
long, long time and that requires 
some skill, that is considered 
melakhah. (Think about knots you 
might tie on a sailboat, or a scout 

knot that you use to set up a 
clothesline for the summer.)

Halakhah  •  ֲהלָכָה

Learn one way  
the parashah

practically impacts 
our lives
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Building the mishkan took a lot of creative work, and it’s good for 
us to create things in the world… six days a week. On Shabbat, 
we take a break to remember that God is the real Creator of the 
whole world. So that’s when we stop doing melekhet mahashevet 
and just enjoy the world that God created.

The simplest way to talk about gifts is to say that we give 
them. But our parashah says that Benei Yisrael had to “take 
their gifts from themselves to God” (see Shemot 35:5, and 
compare that to Shemot 25:2). Why wouldn’t the Torah use 
the simpler language?

So, who receives the most? According to this midrash, it’s 
the one who gives the tzedakah or donation!

!Tell Me More About This  •  ּבֹואּו נְַדּבֵר עַל זֶה 

ויקרא רבה לד:ח
ּתְנִי ר' יְהוֹׁשֻעַ יוֵֹתר ִמּמָה ׁשֶבַּעַל 

ֶׂה  ֶׂה עִם ֶהעָנִי ֶהעָנִי עוֹש ַהבַּיִת עוֹש
עִם בַּעַל ַהבַּיִת.

Vayikra Rabbah 34:8

R. Yehoshua taught: One who receives 
tzedakah actually gives more than one 
who gives the tzedakah.

 Why is that? What do you think a person can get 
when they give tzedakah?

 How does it change a person when they 
become a giver? What is more valuable: the 
money they give away, or the goodness they 
develop inside? Why is that?

 How does this explain why the Torah says 
that the people giving to the mishkan were 

really taking?

2) If you tie a knot that either lasts for a long time or requires some 
skill (but not both), then that knot is not a form of melakhah, but you 
still shouldn’t tie it on Shabbat. (Think about quickly tying a rope to a 
bucket or a scout knot on a tent that you will undo the next morning.)

3) It is permitted to tie a knot that is meant to be temporary and is 
something simple that anyone can do. (Think about tying your shoes!)
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Shemot in Review  •  ֲחזָָרה
Congrats, we’ve completed learning Sefer 
Shemot! We’ve followed Benei Yisrael’s exciting 
journey, with three main parts:

Can you think of one theme that connects these? 

According to Ramban, the main idea of the whole book 
of Shemot is גְּאֻלָּה (geulah), which is usually translated as 
“redemption.” Redemption can mean a lot of things! It 
means saving someone or something, or being saved, and 
it can also mean regaining something that was once yours. 

ן ּכָ ׁשְ ֲהָקַמת ַהּמִ
(hakamat ha-mishkan, 

setting up the mishkan)

  ְיִציַאת ִמְצַרִים
(yetziat Mitzrayim, 

the Exodus from Egypt)

ן ּתוָֹרה   ַמּתַ
(matan Torah, the 

giving of the Torah)

 How could geulah connect to yetziat Mitzrayim and matan 
Torah and hakamat ha-mishkan? Think about it before you 
read on!
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Parashah Scavenger Hunt Answers: 
 1. The ִִׂאם  of each tribe (35:27) (nesi’im, princes) נְּש
 2. Betzalel (37:1) 
 3. Six branches, seven lamps (37:18,23) 
 4. Copper mirrors (38:8) 
 5. The fourth row (39:13) 
 6. The menorah (39:37) 
 7. Travel to their next destination (40:36)
 8. Five: Moshe (35:1), Bezalel son of Uri son of Hur 

(35:30), Aholiav son of Ahisamakh (35:34), Itamar 
son of Aharon (38:21), and Aharon himself (39:1)  

 9. It had a ּפְִתיל ּתְכֵלֶת (petil tekhelet, blue cord) 
attached to it (39:31, and compare to Bemidbar 
15:38)

10. Seven bulls and seven rams as a ָקְרבַּן עֹלָה 
(korban olah, burnt offering) and one goat as 
a ָקְרבַּן ַחּטָאת (korban hattat, sin/purification 
offering) (Yehezkel 45:23)

This publication contains

words of Torah, so please treat 

it with appropriate reverence

רמב"ן
וְנְִתיֵַחד סֵפֶר וְאֵלֶּה ׁשְמוֹת בְּעִנְיַן 

ַהגָּלוּת ָהִראׁשוֹן ַהנִּגְזָר בְּפֵרוּׁש 
...ּ וּבִגְאוּלָּה ִמּמֶנּו

ּ נִׁשְלַם עַד יוֹם  וְִהנֵּה ַהגָּלוּת ֵאינֶנּו
ׁשוּבָם אֶל ְמקוָֹמם וְאֶל ַמעֲלַת ֲאבוָֹתם 
ּ ִמּמִצְַריִם ַאף עַל ּפִי  ּ. וּכְׁשֶיָּצְאו יָׁשוּבו

ּ ִמבֵּית עֲבִָדים עֲַדיִן יַחְׁשְבוּ  ׁשֶיָּצְאו
ּ בְֶּאֶרץ לֹא לֶָהם נְבֻכִים  גּוֹלִים כִּי ָהיו
ּ אֶל ַהר סִינַי וְעָשׂוּ  בַּּמְִדבָּר. וּכְׁשֶבָּאו

ַהּמִׁשְכָּן וְׁשָב ַהקָּדוֹׁש בָּרוּךְ הוּא 
ּ אֶל  וְִהׁשְָרה ׁשְכִינָתוֹ בֵּינֵיֶהם ָאז ׁשָבו

ַמעֲלוֹת ֲאבוָֹתם...

Ramban (Spain, 800 years ago)

The book of Shemot is set apart (from the rest 
of the Humash) because it’s about the first galut 
(exile) and the geulah from it…

The galut was not over until the people returned to 
their correct place and also to the spiritual status 
of their ancestors. When they left Mitzrayim, even 
though they had been freed from slavery, they 
were still considered in galut because they were 
still wandering in the desert in a land not their own. 
But when they came to Har Sinai, and then built the 
mishkan, and God’s presence returned to them, 
then they returned to the status of their ancestors…

 Yetziat Mitzrayim was a physical geulah, and 
Ramban says that wasn’t quite enough. Matan 
Torah and hakamat ha-mishkan are spiritual 
kinds of geulah, and Ramban says they did the 
trick. Why is that? In what ways were matan 
Torah and hakamat ha-mishkan really powerful 
forms of geulah?

 Every day in the Amidah we pray for a complete 
geulah in the future. What are we still missing? 
What kind of geulah are we asking for? 



שבלי הלקט ענין תפילה סימן יח
ְָׂראֵל ַהּמִׁשְכָּן וְיְָרָדה ׁשְכִינָה וְׁשָכַן בּוֹ בֵּין  ּ יִש כְּׁשֶעָשׂו

ּ בָּרוּךְ  ֵָרת וְָאְמרו ּ ַמלְֲאכֵי ַהּשׁ ׁשְנֵי ַהכְּרוּבִים ִמיָּד ּפְָתחו
ַאּתָה ה’ ַהּמֲַחזִיר בְַּרֲחָמיו ְמֵהָרה ׁשְכִינָתוֹ לְצִיּוֹן.

R. Tzidkiyahu ben Avraham HaRofeh (800 years ago)

When Israel made the mishkan and God’s 
shekhinah came down and dwelled in it between 
the two keruvim (angelic figures on top of the aron), 
the angels immediately opened their mouths and 
said, “Blessed are You, God, Who will quickly bring 
back–with mercy–the shekhinah to Tzion.

Prayer in the Parashah  •  ְּתִפּלָה

This prayer is part of our Amidah. Some people 
believe it was originally said by angels!

ַרֲחִמים. ן ְבּ ׁשּוְבָך ְלִצּיוֹ  ְוֶתֱחֶזיָנה ֵעיֵנינּו ְבּ
ִכיָנתוֹ ְלִצּיוֹן. ֲחִזיר ְשׁ ה ה', ַהַמּ רּוְך ַאָתּ ָבּ

May our eyes see You bring back the  
shekhinah (God’s presence) to Tzion with mercy. 

Blessed are you, God, Who will bring back the shekhinah to Tzion.

 Tzion is another name for the Temple Mount, 
where the Beit Ha-Mikdash was built in 
Yerushalayim. But that happened hundreds 
of years after ֲהָקַמת ַהּמִׁשְכָּן (hakamat ha-
mishkan, setting up the mishkan). Why 
would the angels already pray for Tzion, long 
before it existed?

 Do you notice the focus on ַרֲחִמים 
(rahamim, mercy) in these tefillot? What 
is the connection between prayer, God’s 
presence, and rahamim? Was it rahamim 
when God’s presence filled the mishkan? 
How so?

 Try it out! Next time you say this part of the Amidah, think 
of Benei Yisrael at hakamat ha-mishkan, and imagine you are 
one of the angels saying this tefillah for the first time. How 
does that feel? 


