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In This Week’s Parashah  •  ָמה ּבַָּפָרָׁשה
 Moshe gathers ְּבנֵי יְִׂשָרֵאל (Benei Yisrael, 

the Israelites) and teaches them about 
Shabbat. 

 Moshe asks Benei Yisrael to donate 
supplies needed to build the ִמְׁשּכָן 
(mishkan, sanctuary for God in the 
wilderness), including gold, silver, fabrics, 
oil, spices, wood, precious stones, and 
other materials.

 Betzalel and Aholiav are in charge of 
building the mishkan, with help from 
many skilled people. 

 Benei Yisrael are so generous that they 
donate more than is needed. Moshe 
announces that they can stop giving.

 Each piece of the mishkan is built 
according to the instructions that Moshe 
provided. The parashah describes the 
building of the mishkan’s roof and walls, 
and the ֲארֹון (aron, ark), ֻׁשלְָחן (shulhan, 
table), ְמנֹוָרה (menorah), and ִמזְְּבחֹות 
(mizbehot, altars).
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שמות לה:כז

וְַהּנְִׂשִאם ֵהִביאּו ֵאת ַאְבנֵי 
ַהּׁשַֹהם וְֵאת ַאְבנֵי ַהִּמּלִֻאים 

לֵָאפֹוד וְלַחֶֹׁשן׃

במדבר רבה יב:טז

ְּבָׁשָעה ֶׁשָאַמר מֶֹׁשה: "ָּכל נְִדיב לֵב יִָביאּו 
ְּתרּוַמת ה' לְִמלֶאֶכת ַהִּמְׁשָּכן" )ְׁשמֹות 

לה:ה( וְלֹא ָאַמר לַּנְִׂשיִאים, ָהיָה ַרע 
ְּבֵעינֵיֶהם ַעל ֶׁשּלֹא ָאַמר לֶָהם לְָהִביא.

ָאְמרּו: יִָביאּו ָהָעם ַמה ֶּׁשּיִָביאּו, ּוָמה 
ֶּׁשּיְַחְּסרּו נִָמלֵא ֲאנְַחנּו.

ָׂשְמחּו ָּכל יְִׂשָרֵאל ִּבְמלֶאֶכת ַהִּמְׁשָּכן 
וְֵהִביאּו ְּבִׂשְמָחה ָּכל נְָדָבה ּוִבזְִריזּות.

Shemot 35:27 

And the nesi’im brought precious stones, 
for the ephod )apron( and for the hoshen 
)breastpiece(.

Bemidbar Rabbah 12:16 

When Moshe said ”everyone whose heart 
moves them should bring gifts for the 
mishkan” )Shemot 35:5(, and didn’t single out 
the nesi’im, they became upset. 

They said: ”Let the nation donate, and we 
will fill in whatever is missing.” 

Benei Yisrael were happy to help with the 
mishkan and quickly brought many donations.
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   Midrash  •  ִמְדָרׁש

Midrashim are ideas or 
stories that explain the 
Torah. They often come from 
listening very carefully to 
what the Torah says and how 
it says it. Here, we will look for 
what clues this midrash sees 
in the Torah's words, and try 
to understand its messages.

A midrash notices some things about this pasuk:

1. The nesi’im appear last in a long list of donors to the mishkan.

2. The gifts the nesi’im brought were for the clothing of the ּכֵֹהן ּגָדֹול )kohen gadol, high 
priest(. 

3. The Hebrew word "nesi’im" appears in its shortest form. More commonly, the word 
is written with some yods )נְִׂשיִאים(.

This midrash tells a story that accounts for all three points: 

The נְִׂשיִאים )nesi’im( were the leaders of each 
tribe. The Torah describes their contribution to 
the mishkan:



שמות לה:י

וְָכל־ֲחכַם־לֵב ָּבֶכם יָבֹאּו וְיֲַעׂשּו 
ֵאת ָּכל־ֲאֶׁשר ִצּוָה ה':

Shemot 35:10

And let all hakham-lev among you come 
and make all that God commanded.

3
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לְַאַחר ְׁשנֵי ַהּיִָמים, ִּבְּקׁשּו 
ַהּנְִׂשיִאים לְָהִביא נְִדָבָתם וְלֹא 

יָכְלּו, ֶׁשּכְָבר ִצּוָה מֶֹׁשה: "...ִאיׁש 
וְִאָּׁשה ַאל יֲַעׂשּו עֹוד ְמלָאָכה 

לְִתרּוַמת ַהּקֶֹדׁש" )ְׁשמֹות לו:ו(.

וְָהיּו ַהּנְִׂשיִאים ְמֵצִרים ַעל 
ֶׁשּלֹא זָכּו ְּבנְִדַבת ַהִּמְׁשָּכן. 

ָאְמרּו: הֹוִאיל וְלֹא זָכִינּו ְּבנְִדַבת 
ַהִּמְׁשָּכן נִֵּתן ְּבִבגְֵדי ּכֵֹהן ּגָדֹול... 

ָאַמר ַהָּקדֹוׁש ָּברּוךְ הּוא: ָּבנַי 
ֶׁשּנִזְָּדְרזּו—יִָּכֵתב ֶׁשֵהִביאּו וְהֹוֵתר. 
וְַהּנְִׂשיִאים ֶׁשּנְִתַעְּצלּו—ִחֵּסר אֹות 

ַאַחת ִמְּׁשָמם, ֶׁשֵּכן ּכְִתיב וְַהּנְִׂשִאם 
ָחֵסר יֹו"ד.

After two days, the nesi’im wanted to bring 
their donations but could not, because 
Moshe had already commanded ”Let no 
man or woman make further effort toward 
gifts for the mishkan )Shemot 36:6(!”

The nesi’im were upset that they weren’t 
able to donate to the mishkan. They said: 
”Let’s at least donate for the clothing of the 
kohen gadol..."

The Holy One said: ”My children who were 
eager to donate—write in the Torah that they 
brought more than enough." For the nesi’im 
who delayed, God left the letter yod missing 
from their name.

>> CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

 Commentary  •  ַּפְרָׁשנּות

The term hakham-lev, which also appeared in last week’s parashah, is 
interesting. The word ”hakham” means ”wise” and the word ”lev” means ”heart.” 
What makes a person “heart-wise,” and why was this term used to describe the 
people who helped build the mishkan?

 What happens when we procrastinate? 
Are there ever good reasons to delay 
doing the right thing?

 Why were the nesi’im upset about not 
being singled out to donate?

 What might this midrash be trying to 
teach us about generosity?
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ְּדֲאִפיּלּו ִמי ֶׁשֵאינֹו לֹוֵמד ּתֹוָרה 
ֶאּלָא ֶׁשהּוא ֲחכַם לֵב ַהיְינּו 

ָחכְַמת יְִרַאת ה'.

ֶׁשִּמי ֶׁשְּמלָאֹו לִּבֹו לֲַעׂשֹות ֵאיזֶה 
ָּדָבר ִמן ַהְּמלָאָכה ַהּזֹאת יָבֹוא 

וְיְִתנֵַּדב ַעצְמֹו לֲַעׂשֹוָתם.

יָדּוַע ְּדכַֹח ַהֵּׂשֶכל הּוא 
ׁשֹוֶרה ַּבּמַֹח, וְהּוא ַהּיֹוֵדַע, 

ַהּׁשֹוֵמר וְַהּזֹוֵכר, ּוְמַחֵּׁשב ָּכל 
ְּדַבר ֵׂשֶכל. וְהּוא ַהּנְִקָרא 

ָחכְָמה ְמקּוֶּבלֶת, ַהּנְִקנֵית 
לְָכל ָאָדם ֵמַרּבֹוָתיו. 

ַאךְ ַמֲעלַת ַהּלֵב הּוא ֶׁשֵּמִבין 
ָּדָבר ִמּתֹוךְ ָּדָבר...

Who is a hakham-lev?

This included even those who were 
not Torah scholars, but who still 
had the wisdom that is fearing God. 

Any person whose heart 
desired to do a part of the 
work for the mishkan could 
come and volunteer to do it.

The power of thinking is in the brain, 
which is what knows, stores, remembers, 
and calculates information. This is what 
is called, “received wisdom,” the kind that 
we gain from our teachers.

But the superiority of the heart is that 
it is able to understand one thing from 
another on its own…

NETZIV   נצי“ב
(Eastern Europe,  
150 years ago)

ABARBANEL  אברבנאל
(Portugal, 600 years ago)

MALBIM  מלבי"ם
(Eastern Europe,  
200 years ago)

Netziv: Someone 
who fears God in 
their heart

Abarbanel: Someone with 
real desire in their heart to 
do the work

Malbim: Someone 
who understands 
things in their heart 
beyond what they 
learned from other 
people



!Tell Me More About This  •  ּבֹואּו נְַדּבֵר עַל זֶה 

In what part of your body do you do your thinking? 
Which part of your body makes decisions for you 
and controls your actions?

You probably think that the answer is 
obvious—the brain! But that’s only because 
we know this from modern science. )And, 
even so, it’s not so clear. There are actually 
cells all over your body involved in these 
processes.(

To the Tanakh, the answer was also 
obvious—the heart! This is why,  
in our ְרָׁשנּות   Parshanut section/ַפּ
this week )p. 3(, the Torah uses the phrase 
 hakham-lev, ”heart-wise”(. Our( ֲחכַם־לֵב
 parshanim, commentators( were( ַּפְרָׁשנִים
interested in the connection of thought and heart, 
but it was only natural for the Torah to connect them:  
in the Tanakh, the seat of your will, what allows you to make decisions,  
is your heart.

This comes up in other ways in the Torah too, like when people ”speak in 
their heart” )Avraham in Bereishit 17:17, or Haman in Esther 6:6(. It means 
they thought it )in their heart(, but didn’t say it out loud.
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 What other kinds of intelligence are there?

 Which kind of hakham-lev would be most qualified to 
contribute to the mishkan? 

 What kinds of intelligence do different grown-ups 
value? How about your friends? How about you?

 We often imagine that our emotions come from our heart )like being 
”broken-hearted”(, and our thinking comes from our brain. Does the 
division of heart and brain make sense to you? Why or why not?
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The Torah tells us that women made a special contribution to the mishkan:  
 And all the ”heart-wise” women spun with their own( וְָכל־ִאָּׁשה ַחכְַמת־לֵב ְּביֶָדיָה ָטוּו
hands; Shemot 35:25(. What did these women contribute to the mishkan? Why does 
the Torah emphasize that their donations were hand-made? 

Shemot 37:14

The rings were next to the rim, as 
holders for the poles to carry the table. 

שמות לז:יד 

לְֻעַּמת ַהִּמְסּגֶֶרת ָהיּו ַהַּטָּבעֹת 
ָּבִּתים לַַּבִּדים לֵָׂשאת ֶאת־ַהֻּׁשלְָחן׃ 

A Moment of Hebrew  •  ֶרגַע ֶׁשל ִעבְִרית

לְֻעַּמת )ׁשֶֹרׁש ע.מ.ת(
 In comparison to, opposite 
 In front of 

)le-ummat(

?What’s Going On Here  •  ָמה זֶה

 Malbim says that even the 
richest women, who had 
servants who could have 
done the work for them, 
wanted to contribute 
gifts they had made 
themselves.

 Ha-Ketav V’Ha-Kabbalah 
says that even women 
who had machines were 
so excited to donate to 
the mishkan, that they 
did their work by hand.

 Rambam says this pasuk 
teaches us that the 
mitzvah to contribute 
money to build the  
 Beit) ֵּבית ַהִּמְקָּדׁש
Ha-Mikdash, 
Temple in 
Jerusalem), 
and to 
participate 
in its 
construction—
applies equally 
to men and 
women. 
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Find the Word! 
This ׁשֶֹרש )shoresh, root( appears 11 times in Sefer Vayikra, all in the 
context of laws about how to treat other people. How many can 
you find in Vayikra chapter 19? What are those mitzvot?

ָעִמית = 
Friend, colleague )amit(

ִעּמּות = 
Conflict or confrontation )immut(

ֲעֻמָּתה = 
Non-profit organization or 
charity )amuttah(

nation )am(
ַעם = with )im(

ִעם =

 One-Minute Debate  •  ַּדָּקה ֶׁשל ִּדּיּוןּ

How to play:

False!
 That doesn’t make 
sense! Your furniture 
will get dusty and will be 
exposed to bad weather 
if it isn’t protected from 
the start. 

 Look at how Benei Yisrael 
put the mishkan together: 
the cloth coverings, 
outside planks, and other 
outside pieces came first.

Debate: when you build a house, build the furniture first, then 
construct the walls and roof around them. 

Here is a topic for debate along with some suggested arguments, 
but feel free to come up with your own.

�	 Assign people to the ”true” or ”false” sides. 

�	 Each side gets 30 seconds to make their case. 

�	 At the end, the group votes on a winner. 

True!
  People always run into problems 
when their furniture is too big to 
fit through the doors. This way, 
it’s already in before you make 
the doors!

  When God gave the instructions 
for building the mishkan, the 
pieces on the inside were 
described before the outer 
structure. The inside pieces 
must have been most important.
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Parashah Scavenger Hunt  •  ְׁשֵאלֹות ַהָּׁשבּוַע

Look for  

the answers 

 on page 12!

*

The answers to the first seven questions can be 
found in the matching numbered aliyah in the Torah 
reading. The answers to the last three are harder 
and can come from anywhere in the parashah.

How many times does the 
word ֶאת )et( or וְֶאת )v’et( 
appear in the first 20 
verses of our parashah?

What special job does 
the Torah say was done 
by women?

Betzalel was the chief artist and 
architect of the mishkan. Who 
was his grandfather?

What made the 
mishkan into one 
unified structure?

How many ְקָרִׁשים )kerashim, 
planks( were made for the 
mishkan in total?

The description of the ְמנֹוָרה 
)menorah( involves all the 
numbers from 1 to 7, except 
one number. Which is it?

Was the ִמזְַּבח ָהעֹולָה )mizbah 
ha-olah, altar for sacrifices( 
taller than it was wide, or 
wider than it was tall?

Which item does the 
Torah say Betzalel 
personally made himself?

Which items in the 
mishkan had poles 
for carrying them?

Which two names for Hebrew 
letters are used to describe 
parts of the mishkan?

1

3

2

4

5

7

8

9

10

6

Good luck!

aliyot:
1) Shemot 35:1 to 35:20

2) 35:21 to 35:29

3) 35:30 to 36:7

4) 36:8 to 36:19

5) 36:20 to 37:16

6) 37:17 to 37:29

7) 38:1 to 38:20
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Can you count up the total number of verses in this week’s parashah?

Torah Trop  •  ַטעֲֵמי ַהִּמְקָרא

Sof Pasuk

1

2
33
4

How many times does it 

appear in the Torah?

5852—Very common

Once in every pasuk

Does it end a phrase?

Yes

Is it above or below 

the word?

Below

Where is it placed on the 

word?

The accent/the end

שמות לו:ז

֛ם ְלָכל־ ה ַדּיָ ה ָהְיָת֥ ָלאָכ֗ ְוַהּמְ
ר: ּה ְוהֹוֵתֽ ֹות ֹאָת֑ ָלאָכ֖ה ַלֲעׂש֣ ַהּמְ

שמות לו:כח

ת  ה ִלְמֻקְצֹע֖ י֙ם ָעׂשָ֔ ֵנ֤י ְקָרׁשִ ּוׁשְ
ִים: ְרָכָתֽ ּיַ ן ּבַ ֑ ּכָ ׁשְ ַהּמִ

Shemot 36:7

Their efforts had been more than 
enough for all the tasks to be done.

Shemot 36:28

And they made two planks for the 
corner of the mishkan at the rear.

Sof Pasuk is a very common note in the Torah—it appears in 
every single verse! That’s because it ends the verse and tells 
you where it stops. In some ways, it is the most important 
note. Remember, the Torah is written without vowels or stops, 
so you can’t know where the verses end just by looking at 
a Torah scroll. That’s the job of sof pasuk. 

It has two parts—a vertical line that marks 
the accent of the final word in the sentence, 
and two dots that follow the end of the 
word. Usually, a bunch of other notes lead 
into the sof pasuk, but a few times )34 to be 
exact(, it appears all on its own, immediately 
following an etnahtah )see last week(. Our 
parashah has two examples of this:

סּוק סֹוף ָפּ
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Torah Reading  •  ְקִריַאת ַהּתֹוָרה

We read from two Torah scrolls this week.

We’ll do it again in two weeks.

We’ll do it again in four weeks.

In five weeks, we’ll read from three Torah scrolls!

Why so many Torah scrolls? Pesah is coming! There are four special 
Shabbatot that lead up to Pesah. For each, there is a unique ַמְפִטיר 
)maftir, additional reading(, that we read out of an additional Torah scroll. 

Here are the details:

 Enjoy the extra Torah scrolls in the weeks ahead!

What Is The Special 
Shabbat Called?

What Is The Maftir 
About?

When Is It?

ְׁשָקלִים
Shekalim

The Yearly Gift Each 
Person Was Supposed To 
Give To The Temple

The Shabbat Before The 
2nd Of Adar (Ii)

זָכֹור
Zakhor

The Command Never To 
Forget Amalek

The Shabbat Before 
Purim

ּפָָרה
Parah

PREPARING TO BE PURE 
FOR THE UPCOMING 
HOLIDAY OF PESAH

THE SHABBAT BEFORE 
HA-HODESH

הַחֹדֶׁש
Ha-Hodesh

GETTING READY FOR 
THE SEDER AND FOR 
OBSERVING PESAH

THE SHABBAT BEFORE THE 
2ND OF NISAN

Halakhah  •  ֲהלָכָה

learn one way the parashah 

 practically impacts our liv
es 

Dear Devash,

Is it true that we aren't supposed to open mail or packages 
that arrive on Shabbat? What's the reason for this? What 
if Devash magazine arrives in the mail on Shabbat? Can I 
open the plastic and start reading it right away? 

Daniel  
Age 10 
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Hi again, Daniel!

The first mitzvah in Parashat Vayakhel is observing 
Shabbat and refraining from doing ְמלָאכָה 
)melakhah, productive work(. So this parashah 
provides another opportunity to explore Shabbat 
rules.

Last week, we discussed one aspect of melakhah in 
your question—that the mail is brought to you from 
outside the eruv. We saw that some rabbis thought 
you can’t benefit from this, and some think it’s okay. 

Another potential issue is opening the mail, which 
might involve the melakhah of קֹוֵרַע )korei’ah, tearing(. 
But only certain kinds of tearing are forbidden. 

Types of tearing 

We learn from the Mishnah the general rule that tearing for ִּתּקּון 
)tikkun, fixing something( is not allowed on Shabbat, but tearing for 
 kilkul, destroying something( is less problematic )Mishnah( ִקלְקּול
Shabbat 13:3(. Which one is opening mail?

This is a debate! According to some authorities, you’re allowed 
to tear open a letter because your tearing is kilkul—you are 
destroying the envelope )Haham Zvi 39, She’eilat Yaavetz 2:140(. 
This is similar to a case in the Mishnah about breaking a barrel in 
order to eat what’s inside; it’s allowed, as long as you don’t intend 
to make a new object out of the newly opened barrel )Mishnah 
Shabbat 22:3(. 

Based on this, as long as you are not repurposing Devash’s plastic 
wrapping for some kind of creative project, you should be allowed 
to tear it open because it’s a case of kilkul. This is the same reason 
that you are allowed to tear open a bag of potato chips if you want 
to eat them on Shabbat, and tear the plastic wrapping off a new 
board game if you want to play it.

However, there is also a position that tearing open mail is a type of 
tikkun, because your ripping creates something new: access to the 
contents of the envelope. So, there are halakhic authorities 
who say that you should not open mail on Shabbat, unless 
there is a great need )Magen Avraham 307:20, Mishnah 
Berurah 340:41(.



Send us your thoughts 

or questions from 

learning the parashah. 

We’ll write back to 

you, and some will get 

published in future 

issues of Devash!

Write to us at 

devash@hadar.org

For support teaching this and other texts in your school, check out PoP!
hadar.org/pop  

To subscribe to future issues 
or for  free downloads, visit: 
hadar.org/devash

This publication 
contains words 

of Torah, so 
please treat it 

with appropriate 
reverence

Because learning Torah is sweet

Devash is a weekly parashah magazine that makes Torah 

learning sweet. By engaging directly with texts and taking 

kids seriously as Jews, Devash helps children )ages 7-11( and 

grown-ups discover the weekly Torah portion. 

Parashah Scavenger Hunt Answers: 
 1. 44!
 2. Spinning wool )35:25(
 3. Hur )35:30(
 4. The gold ְקָרִסים )kerasim, clasps( that attached the יְִריעֹות )yeriot, 

strips of cloth( )36:13(
 5. 48 )36:23, 25, 27, 28(
 6. 5 )The others can be found in 37:18-23(
 7. Wider than it was tall—5 ַאּמֹות )amot, cubits( wide and 3 amot tall )38:1(
)kaf, ladle; 37:16( ָּכף and )vav, hook; 36:36, 38:10( וָו .8 
 ִמזְַּבח ָהעֹלָה ,)mizbah ha-ketoret, incense altar( ִמזְַּבח ַהְּקטֶֹרת ,)shulhan, table( ֻׁשלְָחן ,)aron, ark( ֲארֹון .9 

)mizbah ha-olah, altar for sacrifices( )35:12-16(
10. The aron )37:1(

Shabbat Shalom!
~ שבת שלום ~


