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In This Week’s Parashah  •  ָמה ּבַָּפָרָׁשה

 Moshe continues his speech to Benei 
Yisrael. He talks about how he begged God 
to let him enter Eretz Yisrael. God said he 
could not because he was going to die, but 
God allowed him to see the land from a 
distance.

 He gives strong encouragement to the 
people to follow the Torah, and warns 
them that they could be kicked out of 
Eretz Yisrael if they worship idols. However, 
Moshe promises that God will never 
forget the בְִּרית (brit, covenant) with our 
ancestors, and Benei Yisrael can always 
return to God. 

 God’s revelation at ַהר ִסינַי (Har Sinai, 
Mount Sinai) was an awe-inspiring 
experience. Moshe reminds the people 
of how powerful it felt and reviews the 
ִּבְּרוֹת ֶֶׂרת ַהד  Aseret Ha-Dibrot, Ten) עֲש
Commandments). 

 The verses that form the first paragraph of 
Shema also appear in our parashah. They 
emphasize that we must love God and 
keep the words of the Torah close by. 

 Benei Yisrael must destroy the idols of 
the nations living in Eretz Canaan, and not 
marry people from these nations. 
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If you look at the ִּבְּרוֹת ֶֶׂרת ַהד  (Aseret Ha-Dibrot, Ten Commandments) עֲש
the first time they appear, in Parashat Yitro, there’s a different wording! It 
says there: ֹׁשו ְּ ַבָּת לְַקד  (remember Shabbat and keep it holy) זָכוֹר ֶאת־יוֹם ַהׁשּ
(Shemot 20:8). 

   Midrash  •  ִמְדָרׁש

דברים ה:יב

ׁשוֹ  ְּ ַבָּת לְַקד ׁשָמוֹר ֶאת יוֹם ַהׁשּ
כֲַּאׁשֶר צִוְּךָ  ה' ֱאלֶֹקיךָ׃

מכילתא מסכתא דבחדש פרשה ז

"זָכוֹר" וְ"ׁשָמוֹר" – ׁשְנֵיֶהם נֶֶאְמרוּ 
בְִּדבּוּר ֶאָחד.

"ְמַחלְלֶיָה מוֹת יוָּמת" )שמות 
ַבָּת ׁשְנֵי־ לא׃יד(, "וּבְיוֹם ַהׁשּ
ִׂים" )במדבר כח׃ט(  –  כְבָש
.ּ ׁשְנֵיֶהם בְִּדבּוּר ֶאָחד נֶֶאְמרו

"עְֶרוַת ֵאׁשֶת־ָאִחיךָ" )ויקרא 
יח׃טז(, וְ"יְבָָמּה יָבֹא עָלֶיָה" 

)דברים כה׃ה( – ׁשְנֵיֶהם נֶֶאְמרוּ 
בְִּדבּוּר ֶאָחד.

"לֹא ִתלְבַּׁש ׁשַעְַטנֵז" )דברים 
ֶׂה־לָּךְ"  כב׃יא( וְ"גְִּדלִים ּתַעֲש

)דברים כב׃יב( – ׁשְנֵיֶהם נֶֶאְמרוּ 
בְִּדבּוּר ֶאָחד.

Devarim 5:12

Observe Shabbat and keep it holy, as the 
Lord your God has commanded you.

Mekhilta

So, what did God actually say, ׁשָמוֹר (shamor, 
observe) or זָכוֹר (zakhor, remember)?

A lot of midrashim are bugged by something unusual in the Torah text
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Zakhor and shamor—these two were spoken 
by God in a single utterance.

“Shabbat violators will die” (Shemot 31:14) and 
“On Shabbat, sacrifice two sheep” (Bemidbar 
28:9)—these two were spoken by God in a 
single utterance.

“You can’t marry your brother’s wife” (Vayikra 
18:17) and “Marry your brother’s wife in a 
process called yibbum” (Devarim 25:5) – these 
two were spoken by God in a single utterance.

“Don’t wear shatnez (wool and linen)” (Devarim 
22:11) and “Make yourself fringes (of wool and 
linen)” (Devarim 22:12)—these two were spoken 
by God in a single utterance.



!Tell Me More About This  •  ּבֹואּו נְַדּבֵר עַל זֶה 

Back in Sefer Shemot, Parashat Yitro, the mitzvah of Shabbat 
was introduced with the command, זָכוֹר (zakhor, remember). 
Now, in Sefer Devarim, Parashat Va’ethanan, the mitzvah of 
Shabbat is introduced with the command, ׁשָמוֹר (shamor, 
observe). 

The Sifra (Behukotai 1:3) says that we observe zakhor through 
our mouths (by saying this pasuk out loud to remember 
Shabbat every day), and we observe shamor in our hearts.

Another explanation, found in Ramban (Shemot 20:7), is that 
these words represent two different categories:

 When you think about shamor and zakhor, what might be the two 
different things we are being asked to do? (See below for more on 
the possible differences between zakhor and shamor.)

 The other examples in the midrash show rules in the Torah that 
have important exceptions. Do you think it would be easier if God’s 
rules were absolute, with no exceptions? What can the exceptions 
teach us about God and the Torah?

 What’s hard about combining different ideas or perspectives? 
What’s fun about it?

A lot of midrashim are bugged by something unusual in the Torah text

The examples in this midrash show that God’s messages to us in the 
Torah are complex. They can often contain two very different ideas 
or perspectives at the same time!

ׁשָמוֹרזָכוֹר

Zakhor  This includes all 

the positive mitzvot that we 

do on Shabbat to make it nice: 

reciting Kiddush, singing songs, 

being with our friends... 

Shamor  This includes all the negative mitzvot that we do not do on Shabbat: no planting, no cooking, no building…
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Read the rest of the ִּבְָּרה  in Shemot (dibrah, commandment) ד
and Devarim, and you’ll see that, in each place, there’s a 
different reason for observing Shabbat! 

Do some of your Shabbat practices seem to connect 
more to the reason for Shabbat that appears in Shemot, 
or more to the reason for Shabbat in Devarim? Are there 
Shabbat practices that represent both reasons?

The bolded words are puzzling. Isn’t it obvious that if you take 
away from the rules of the Torah, then you’re not following the 
Torah? Why are we specifically commanded not to take away?

Send us your thoughts or 

questions from learning the 

parashah. We’ll write back to 

you, and some will get published 

in future issues of Devash!

Write to us at devash@hadar.org
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 Shemot (20:10): We keep Shabbat 
because God created the world in six 
days, and rested on the seventh day.

דברים ד:ב

ָּבָר ֲאׁשֶר ָאנֹכִי  לֹא תִֹספוּ עַל ַהד
 ּ ּ ִמּמֶנּו ְמצַוֶּה ֶאְתכֶם וְלֹא ִתגְְרעו

לִׁשְמֹר ֶאת ִמצְוֺת ה' ֱאלֵֹקיכֶם ֲאׁשֶר 
ָאנֹכִי ְמצַוֶּה ֶאְתכֶם׃ 

Devarim 4:2

You shall not add anything to what I 
command you and do not take away from 
it, to keep the mitzvot of God your Lord 
that I command you.

 Commentary  •  ַּפְרָׁשנּות

 Devarim 
(5:14): We 
keep Shabbat 
because we 
were slaves in 
Egypt, and God 
took us out. 



 What could be a problem with finding new ways to be spiritual?

 Can you think of places where there is room for creativity in 
Jewish practice? 

 Why should we perform mitzvot even if a reason doesn’t seem to 
apply anymore?

 How are Ha’amek Davar and Sforno similar in their 
interpretations? How are they different?

 Can you find evidence for one or another in our pasuk?
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העמק דבר

וּבֲַאׁשֶר יֵׁש ֶאְמצָעִים ֲאֵחִרים 
ְּבֵקוּת ֱאלִֹקית... עַל כֵּן  ִׂיג ד לְַהּש

ָאַמר כִּי עַל יְֵדי ֻחקִּים וִּמׁשְּפִָטים 
ִׂיג זוֹ ַהַחיּוּת,  טוֹב יוֵֹתר לְַהּש

ֵמֶאְמצָעִים ֲאֵחִרים. וְעַל זֶה ָאַמר 
"לֹא ּתוִֹסיפוּ" כִּי כָּל ָהֶאְמצָעִים 
עַת ּתוָֹרה יֵׁש לְִהזֵָּהר... אוֹ  ַּ בְּלִי ד

".ּ לְֵהפֶךְ"וְלֹא ּתִגְְרעוּ ִמּמֶנּו

ספורנו 

וְלֹא יְַחׁשֹב ַהחוֹׁשֵב ׁשֶכֲַּאׁשֶר 
ּתָסוּר ִסבַּת ָהִאּסוּר ֶאצְלְךָ לֹא 

יְִהיֶה ֵחְטא לִגְרֹעַ, כְּמוֹ ׁשֶָחׁשַב 
ׁשְלֹמֹה ַהּמֶלֶךְ - "ֲאנִי ַאְרבֶּה וְלֹא 

ָאסוּר ֲאנִי ַאְרבֶּה וְלֹא ָאׁשוּב" - 
וְנִכְׁשְלָה.

There are other ways to connect to God… but the 
Torah is emphasizing that its rules are the best way 
to live a spiritual life.

This is why it says “You shall not add”—you have to be 
careful of non-Torah modes of spirituality, and this is 
also why we need the opposite warning, “and do not 
take away from it” (in case taking away mitzvot might 
come from a desire to be more spiritual). 

Do not think that if the reason for a 
prohibition disappears, then there will be no 
sin in taking away the mitzvah. This is what 
King Shlomo imagined—“I can take many wives 
because I will not turn away from God; I can 
have tons of horses because I will not cause 
the people to return to Egypt”—and he failed. 

Interesting. Here's what Sforno says

Ha’amek Davar says
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Parashah Scavenger Hunt  •  ְׁשֵאלֹות ַהָּׁשבּוַע

Look for  

the answers 

 on page 12!

*

The answers to the first seven questions can be found in the 
matching numbered aliyah in the Torah reading. The answers 
to the last three are harder and can come from anywhere in 
the parashah.

Who does Moshe blame 
for the fact that he 
cannot enter the land? The people are warned not 

to make statues or images of 
which five types of living things?

What was the name of the עִיר ִמְקלָט 
(ir miklat, city of refuge) in the territory 
of the tribe of Gad? What is Shabbat supposed 

to remind us of, according 
to our parashah?

What do the people ask 
Moshe to do after they 
encounter God through fire? What three parts of the body 

are mentioned in the first 
paragraph of the Shema?

What does the Torah say is 
not a reason that God chose 
Benei Yisrael?

There is a verse on our parashah 
that contains all 22 letters of the 
Hebrew alphabet. Which one is it?

What famous lines from the 
Haggadah can you find in 
our parashah?

In our parashah, what is 
the Hebrew term for the 
Ten Commandments?

1

3

2

4

5

7

8

9

10

6

Good luck!

aliyot:
1) Devarim 3:23 to 4:4 

2) 4:5 to 4:40

3) 4:41 to 4:49

4) 5:1 to 5:18

5) 5:19 to 6:3

6) 6:4 to 6:25

7) 7:1 to 7:11
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Devarim 6:8

Bind them as a sign on your hand and let 
them serve as a symbol between your eyes.

דברים ו:ח 

וְּקׁשְַרּתָם לְאוֹת עַל־יֶָדךָ 
וְָהיוּ לְטָֹטפֹת בֵּין עֵינֶיךָ׃

A Moment of Hebrew  •  ֶרגַע ֶׁשל ִעבְִרית

לְִקׁשֹר )ׁשֶֹרׁש ק.ש.ר(
 To tie or to knot

 To connect 
(likshor)

ֶקׁשֶר =
Knot (kesher)

ֶֶרת = ָר/ְמֻקּשׁ ְמֻקּשׁ
Someone who is well-
connected (mekushar)

ָמה ַהקֶּׁשֶר =
What's the connection? 
(mah ha-kesher?)

לִׁשְמֹר עַל ֶקׁשֶר = 
To keep in touch 
(lishmor al kesher)

ֵר =  לְִהְתַקּשׁ
To make a phone 
call (lehitkasher)

Find the Word! 
When Yehudah begs Yosef not to keep Binyamin 
as a slave, Yehudah uses a word from this ׁשֶֹרׁש 
(shoresh, root) to describe the connection between 
Yaakov and Binyamin. Can you find it? (Hint: Look at 
Bereishit 44:30.) 

Copyright (c) 2022 by Hadar | Devash: Va’ethanan 2022 by Hadar is licensed under a Creative Commons. 
Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License.
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Torah Reading  •  ְקִריַאת ַהּתֹוָרה

Please Rise!

Standing up for something is usually a way of showing we take it seriously. When 
a parent or an older person walks in the room, you might be sure to get up to 
show your respect. Or think about a standing ovation, when people stand while 
clapping to show how much they liked a performance.

We also stand at special points in the Torah reading. Whenever we finish a 
book of the Torah, everyone stands up and says ֲחזַק ֲחזַק וְנְִתַחזֵּק (hazak hazak 
venithazeik), as we wish ourselves strength to keep on learning!

But sometimes standing for the Torah reading is controversial. This week, we 
again read the ִּבְּרוֹת ֶֶׂרת ַהד  We read) .(Aseret Ha-Dibrot, Ten Commandments) עֲש

 One-Minute Debate  •  ַּדָּקה ֶׁשל ִּדּיּוןּ

How to play:
Here is a topic for debate along with some suggested arguments, 
but feel free to come up with your own.

�	 Assign people to the “Agree” or “Disagree” sides. 

�	 Each side gets 30 seconds to make their case. 

�	 At the end, the group votes on a winner. 

Disagree!
 Who are we to make decisions about 
what is more or less important? 
Did anyone ever tell you how many 
points each mitzvah is worth? 

 Every mitzvah has a place, and is a 
unique way to come closer to God.

Debate: Some mitzvot are more important than others.

Agree!
  Hello! Why else do you think 
there is such a thing as the 
“(Top) Ten Commandments”? 

  Mitzvot from the Torah that were 
given directly from God are more 
important than mitzvot that חז”ל 
(Hazal, our Rabbis) created!

Disagree

Agree
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Still, lots of people do stand, and many 
rabbis defend this practice as helping us 
to imagine that we are back at ַהר ִסינַי 
(Har Sinai, Mount Sinai), hearing directly 
from God! They argue that no one will 
think we are disrespecting other parts of 
the Torah; we are just so excited for this 
part. So, what should you do?

1) Some rabbis say it is very good 
and important to stand, so get up! 
(R. Moshe Feinstein and R. Eliezer 
Waldenberg are in this camp.)

2) Some agree with Rambam and think 
communities should not stand just 
for this part of the Torah reading. (R. 
Ovadiah Yosef is in this camp.)

3) Others think that maybe we should 
only stand on Shavuot, when the 
reason we are reading the Aseret 
Ha-Dibrot is to reenact hearing these 
words from God. But when we read it 
the other two times, it is better to sit. 
(R. Yosef Dov Soloveitchik seems to 
have been in this camp.)

4) Some people always stand when 
the Torah is read! (This practice 
is mentioned in the name of the 
Maharam from Rothenberg.)

Everyone agrees that if you are in a 
place where the practice is to stand just 
for the Aseret Ha-Dibrot, you shouldn’t 
sit in protest, even if you think that 
practice is wrong. That just ends up 
making people think you disrespect the 
Aseret Ha-Dibrot!

Whether you sit or stand this Shabbat, 
we hope you can think about how 
amazing it would have been to hear 
these words directly from God and how 
all parts of the Torah are special.

שו"ת הרמב"ם סימן רסג 

...בְּכָל ָמקוֹם, ׁשֶּמִנְָהגָם לַעֲמֹד, 
צִָריךְ לְָמנְעָם, בִּגְלַל ָמה ׁשֶּמַגִּיעַ 
בַּזֶּה ִמן ַהֶהפְֵסד בֱֶּאמוּנָה )וָּמה 

ׁשֶּמְַדּמִים(, ׁשֶיֵּׁש בַּּתוָֹרה ַמְדֵרגוֹת 
וִּמְקצָָתּה ְמעֻלָּה ִמּמְִקצָָתּה, וְזֶה 

ַרע עַד ְמאֹד...

Rambam Responsa #263

…If any place has the practice to stand (during 
the Aseret Ha-Dibrot), you should stop them, 
because this leads to the wrong belief that 
imagines that some parts of the Torah are 
higher and more important than others, and 
that is a very bad thing to think!...

them last in Parashat Yitro, and also on Shavuot.) In many communities, people 
stand while these are being read. After all, the Torah says these words were 
said directly by God to Benei Yisrael, without going through Moshe at all. Pretty 
important, no?

But not everyone liked this practice. Look at these harsh words Rambam had to 
say about this custom:
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ָעֶריָך יֶתָך ּוִבׁשְ ם ַעל ְמֻזזֹות ּבֵ ּוְכַתְבּתָ

And you shall write them on the doorposts (mezuzot) 
of your homes and on your gates (Devarim 6:9)

Our parashah contains the source for the mitzvah of placing ְמזֻזוֹת 
(mezuzot) on our doorposts.

What’s inside a mezuzah? A mezuzah scroll contains the Shema: 
its first paragraph (Devarim 6:4-9) and second paragraph (Devarim 
11:13-21). 

Where does a mezuzah go? When you are facing the entrance of a 
doorway, the mezuzah goes on the doorpost that’s to your right. It 
belongs at the beginning of the top third of the doorway (Menahot 
33a, Shulhan Arukh Yoreh Deah 289:2). This might be lower than you 
think, so use a measuring tape for exact placement!

Which doorposts need a mezuzah? Only permanent structures, 
which is why we don’t put a mezuzah on a sukkah, or if we go 
camping in a tent (Yoma 10b). Rambam explains that every room 
should have its own mezuzah (Mishneh Torah, Laws of Torah, Tefillin, 
and Mezuzah 6:10). However, bathrooms don’t get mezuzot. 

learn one way the parashah 

 practically impacts our liv
es 

Talmud Bavli Yoma 11a

Our Rabbis taught: “On your gates”—
the gates of houses, courtyards, 
cities, and towns, are all obligated 
in the mitzvah of mezuzah, because 
the Torah says: “And you shall write 
them on the doorposts of your 
homes and on your gates.”

תלמוד בבלי יומא דף יא עמוד א

ּתָנוּ ַרבָּנַן׃ ״בִּׁשְעֶָריךָ״ — ֶאָחד 
ׁשַעֲֵרי בָּתִים וְֶאָחד ׁשַעֲֵרי ֲחצֵירוֹת 
וְֶאָחד ׁשַעֲֵרי ְמִדינוֹת וְֶאָחד ׁשַעֲֵרי 

עֲיָירוֹת יֵׁש בֶָּהן חוֹבַת ִמצְוָה 
וּם ׁשֶנֱֶּאַמר׃ ״וּכְַתבְּתָם  לַּמָקוֹם, ִמּשׁ

עַל ְמזוּזוֹת בֵּיֶתךָ וּבִׁשְעֶָריךָ.״

Halakhah  •  ֲהלָכָה

The Gemara explains this pasuk.



!Tell Me More About This  •  ּבֹואּו נְַדּבֵר עַל זֶה 

In this week’s Midrash section (p. 2), we heard about יִבּוּם (yibbum), which is 
called “levirate marriage” in English. But what is it?

The Torah tries to give everyone a chance to have their children inherit their 
property after they die. This way, fields and houses stay within the family. 
But what happens if a man and woman get married to start a family, but the 
husband dies before he has a child? His property might be lost forever to 
someone else, and the wife might lose her chance at financial support.

The Torah has a solution: yibbum! If the man has a brother, this brother 
can agree to become the yavam (or, in fancy English, the levir) for the dead 
man’s widow. He marries the wife of his dead brother, and the first child 
they have together is counted as if it were actually the child of the man who 
died. Now, the wife is supported by the yavam, and the husband’s property 
can be passed down to this child.

Sometimes, though, the two don’t want to get married. In that case, there’s 
a mitzvah to do ֲחלִיצָה (halitzah), which is a special ceremony so that the 
widow and yavam can go their separate ways.

Straight or diagonal? The Shulhan Arukh (289:6) writes that a mezuzah should 
be positioned vertically, which is the custom of many Sefardi communities. The 
Rema recommends positioning a mezuzah diagonally to try to fulfill the opinion 
that it should be vertical and the opinion that it should be horizontal. Many 
Ashkenazi communities do this. 
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?What’s Going On Here  •  ָמה זֶה

Parashah Scavenger Hunt Answers: 
 1. The people (3:26)
 2. People, land animals, birds, crawling things, fish 

(4:16-18)
 3. Ramot (4:43)
 4. That we were slaves in Egypt and God freed us 

(5:16)
 5. Make sure God stops talking to them directly! They 

want Moshe to speak to God alone, and pass along 
what he hears (5:22-24)

 6. The heart (6:5-6), the arm, and the eyes (6:8)
 7. Their size—in fact, they are very small! (7:7)
ְּבִָרים .8  ֶֶׂרת ַהד  Aseret Ha-Devarim, the Ten Words) עֲש

or Statements) (4:13) 

ָם לְַמעַן .9   עֲבִָדים ָהיִינוּ לְפְַרעֹה בְִּמצְָריִם…וְאוָֹתנוּ הוֹצִיא ִמׁשּ
ּ  ָהבִיא אָֹתנוּ לֶָתת לָנוּ ֶאת־ָהָאֶרץ ֲאׁשֶר נִׁשְבַּע לֲַאבֵֹתינו
(We were slaves to Pharaoh in Egypt…and God took 
us out of there in order to bring us to and give us 
the land that was sworn to our ancestors) (6:21,23) 

10. 4:34—Here it is with one of each letter bolded: 
אוֹ ֲהנִּסָה ֱאלִֹקים לָבוֹא לַָקַחת לוֹ גוֹי ִמקֶֶּרב גּוֹי בְַּמּסֹת 

בְּאֹתֹת וּבְמוֹפְִתים וּבְִמלְָחָמה וּבְיָד ֲחזָָקה וּבִזְרוֹעַ נְטוּיָה 
ה לָכֶם ה' ֱאלֵֹקיכֶם  ָׂ וּבְמוָֹרִאים גְּדֹלִים כְּכֹל ֲאׁשֶר־עָש

בְִּמצְַריִם לְעֵינֶיךָ׃

 Precious jewels are loved no matter what—they are a treasure all on their 
own. Similarly, am segulah describes God’s love for Benei Yisrael, no 
matter what.

 Am kadosh describes who we can and should become, and that 
depends on our actions—whether or not we act in a holy way. It’s not 
enough to be a treasured people; we must also do the work to elevate 
ourselves to become an am kadosh! 

Devash is a weekly parashah magazine that 
makes Torah learning sweet. By engaging 
directly with texts and taking kids seriously 
as Jews, Devash helps children (ages 7+) and 
grown-ups discover the weekly Torah portion. 

To subscribe to future issues or for free downloads, visit: hadar.org/devash

For support teaching this and other texts in 
your school, check out PoP! hadar.org/pop  

This publication 

contains words of 

Torah, so please treat 

it with appropriate 

reverence

Throughout the Torah, God describes Benei Yisrael with different 
names. Two of these names appear in one pasuk (Devarim 7:6) in this 
week’s parashah: עַם ָקדוֹׁש (am kadosh, a holy people) and עַם ְסגֻלָּה 
(am segulah, a treasured people). What do these names mean? 

Malbim says they are two very different things.


