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+ Rivkah becomes pregnant with twins. The
twins struggle within Rivkah. God tells her
this is because there are two nations within
her.

+ The firstborn, Esay, is reddish and covered
with hair. The second, Yaakoy, is born
holding onto Esav’s heel. Yitzhak loves Esav;
Rivkah loves Yaakov.

+ Years later, Yaakov buys the birthright
from Esav and feeds him lentil stew. (The
birthright refers to special privileges or
responsibilities belonging to the firstborn.)

+ Yitzhak goes blind. He tells Esav that he
is going to give him a 1272 (berakhah,
blessing).

+ Rivkah hears this, but she wants Yaakov to
receive the berakhah. She tells Yaakov to
wear Esav's clothes and puts goatskins on
his arms, so that they would feel like Esav's,
which are hairy. Yaakov then goes to get the

berakhah from Yitzhak.

+ Yitzhak notices that his son sounds
like Yaakov, but has the hands of Esav,
and Yitzhak gives him the berakhah.

+ When Esav finds out what happened,
he is very upset and says he will kill
Yaakov.

+ Rivkah hears what Esav said, and
she and Yitzhak tell Yaakov to go to
Rivkah's brother, Lavan.
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0710911 VW9 - Understanding the Verses

Some siblings have a lot in common. But not Yaakov and Esav!
Here's how the Torah describes them:

Bereishit 25:27-28 M2-12:712 N"wKRNA
When the boys grew up, 0™MYAT 19T7aM
Esav became a skillful hunter, a man of the outdoors; MY WIR Y VT Vjv}; 1wy ’El?l
And Yaakov was an uncomplicated man, who sat in o 097K Ay 0n WK ApyM
his tent. )

1D TX QWY NR Prix? 2iaxN
Yitzhak loved Esav because there was game in his :2pY? NR NN 7T
mouth;

And Rivkah loved Yaakov.

+ What stands out to you about these pesukim? How do you think the
two pesukim connect to each other?

+ Do you notice that there is a reason given for why Yitzhak loves Esav,
but not for why Rivkah loves Yaakov? What do you think that could be
telling us?

+ Later in our parashah, Yitzhak
and Rivkah have different ideas
about who should get the 1272
(berakhah, blessing). (Look it
up! Bereishit 27:1-10.) How do
you think that connects to these
pesukim?

+ When you're very different from

someone (like siblings, cousins, or
friends), could that lead to fighting
or not getting along? How can you
avoid that?




W1TN - Midrash

Here's what happens when Yitzhak tells Esav that Yaakov came first
and got his 1272 (berakhah, blessing).

Bereishit 27:34 T9:12 N"wRTA
When Esav heard his father’s words, he cried 172K 727 NX WY yhwa
out in a great and bitter outcry, and said to TR TY 707 11573 ;-[pyx Pl_’l.;"'.'l
his father, "Bless me too, Father!” :’jN 1IN D) 1;;]-15 113}(':7 77.3?:("1
j/’“ __J& i - s —
{ Rzz22 3 B

Aot of midrashimare O , ~

bugged by someing I\r /: o ( The language of Esav'scry )

,“nusua\'\nthemahtext . sounds familiar. Where do |
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Bereishit Rabbah 1”0 1271 n"wKRMa
R. Hanina said: You can't say that the RN RITW "N 23 X170 127 NKR
Holy Blessed One is lenient with justice! RN RAT ﬁm N.fn qTrm:T{ w‘ﬁg;n&
Sometimes it takes a long time, but God 7121 FIBX 7IRN N?N Ji1ivn 3
ultimately collects what is due. RERbAk|
Yaakov made Esav cry out one time, as is ’ﬂTyy'? 2ApY? PWTT NOX TRV
written: "he cried out..." — and where was 172K 2T DX WY ynwa” 12727
the payment for this? In Shushan, where it 'n_y'.'"y'él 215 ym) f;pm 7 TRYT YT
says that Mordekhai “cried out in a great and ,—[i;']-[;:\ RYT pYT™M” :0RAW LT
bitter outcry (Esther 4:1)." .(R:7NOR) “Tm

Throughout the Tanakh and the Talmud, we are given
the sense that Esav and his descendants are villains or
enemies of the Jewish people (for example, see the first [~ 2
few pesukim of Malakhi, which is also the beginning of v
this week’s haftarah). And there are a lot of reasons why
it may have been ok for Yaakov to take this berakhah
(see NMaw1a / Commentary, p. 4).




But despite all that, R. Hanina believes that these pesukim
are teaching us that Yaakov still should not have caused Esav
so much pain. As a punishment, Mordekhai (one of Yaakov's
descendants) will one day suffer the same pain because of
Haman (thought to be one of Esav’'s descendants).

+ Why is it important that God isn't too
lenient about justice? Why should God
always collect what is due?

+ According to this midrash, it was wrong
for Yaakov to cause pain to Esav. Why was
that wrong in this story? What should have
been done differently?

+ It can sometimes be hard to treat people
nicely and care about how much pain we
are causing them, especially when we think
we have good reasons not to like them.
Can you think of some examples of this
from your experience? How do you think
we should treat people in those situations?
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THIY19 - Commentary

Toldot tells the story of how Yaakov gets his father Yitzhak to give
him a 1272 (berakhah, blessing) that was meant for Esav. The
strategy he uses seems to involve deception (pretending to be
Esav), which doesn’'t sound like a very good thing to do!

In this pasuk, Yaakov explicitly calls himself Esav:

Bereishit 27:19 D12 N"WNR2
Yaakov said to his father, "I am Esay, your WY 121K 17N YN APy NN
first-born; | have done as you told me. 5% n1aT -nyg; vnvipy ﬁjj::;
Please sit up and eat what | hunted, so T12ya 1-'[1.:3.77; n'}:fq v R) D~|l7
that you may bless me from your soul.” ' qwnl 0man
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Some D"W1A (parshanim, commentators) wonder: Is it possible that
what Yaakov did wasn't so bad? Consider these pieces of evidence.

1) Rivka tells him to do it: Yaakov doesn’t want to deceive
anyone (Bereishit 27:12), but he's in a bit of a tough
position because he also wants to obey his mother.

2) Yitzhak's reaction: Yitzhak doesn't seem to be angry
with Yaakov, and he doesn't punish him.

3) The berakhah works: Yaakov gets to keep it.

4) Yaakov and truth: These two get connected later in
Tanakh, such as in Sefer Micah (7:20) where it says
2pY?7 MK TR (You give truth to Yaakov).

For these reasons, many parshanim defend Yaakov's actions.
Here are two of these interpretations. See if you can explain the
difference between them!

Rabbeinu Behaye (Spain, 700 years ago) "7a 1220

There is no doubt that Yaakov only spoke the truth... %W 127 2w pao 'R
...NAKR OKR 2 012 X :l'|7§{2

When Yaakov said “I am Esav, your firstborn,” he

meant to say, “I am here in place of Esav, as your “1702 1y 0IR” MnRWI
firstborn for the birthright.” Yitzhak had wanted Jpy Dipna 1IN 2 ¥
to bless Esav because of the firstborn birthright. ,n-li:::ﬁ? 1r_3‘|'7; 7710m
But since Yaakov had bought it, the berakhot really PIX? Y7 171020 '7’3\?11
belonged to Yaakov (who could stand in as the M 13 '73_1‘! AWy NX TJ,;'?
firstoorn). Apyr? NiMRT Nia7aa
Ibn Ezra (Spain, 900 years ago) N1V JAX DiThaR 1"
When it comes to prophets...if they have to TARY 107UY7 OX...0IR2T 13
say something that isn't entirely true, if the YW ',;I-‘!:y 7:3'7 142 1337}(‘” 127
situation calls for it, no harm is done. 21RO
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‘How do 1 lock?

(Ketubot 17a) + Did Yaakov lie? What does

Rabbeinu Behaye think, and
what does Ibn Ezra think?

+ How does each one change
the way we read the story?

+ What would you have done if
you were in Yaakov's shoes?

+ Can you think of situations
when it's ok to lie? What if
you're in a tough position, and
you don't want to lie? What
other options are there?

In our D*PI0RIT LYY /

Understanding the Verses

section (p. 2), we took a

look at how Yaakov and

Esav spent their time.

How to play:

+ Here are some arguments to get you started, but try to come
up with your own. Then debate someone!

+ For a true one-minute debate, give each side 30 seconds to
make its best case.

tigree! Disagree!

o It's ‘important to be kind to + Before there were supermarkets,
animals. Hunters are not. people had to hunt in order to
« You should avoid any activities eat. There's nothing wrong with

that!

«+ Yitzhak seems to get a lot of
enjoyment from the meat that
his son Esav hunts and prepares.

that involve violence and
dangerous weapons.

«+ In the Torah, only Nimrod,
Yishmael, and Esav are hunters.
These aren't our best role models.

. DEVASH | TOLDOT 5783



? ) Bel%lshlt' 25: 19 to 2
2) 26*6 to gé 12!

o
3) 26:13 tO 26 22*

1H1W NI7KY - Parashah Scavenger Hunt 42623102629
5) 26:30 to 27: 27 .

The answers to the first seven questions can be found in the 3-
matching numbered aliyah in the Torah reading. The answers to 6) 27:28 to 28: 4
questions 8 and 9 are harder and can come from anywhere in the [ 7) 285 tO‘ 28:9

parashah. The answer to question 10 is in this week’s Haftarah. ‘ ‘

Where does God tell |

|
go()d llld'i : a‘ Yitzhak not to go? a Who is Avimelekh

‘ the king of?
I
What do Yitzhak's shepherds |
and the shepherds of Gerar e What two consecutive words
argue about? in this aliyah sound the same,

but have different meanings?

l
e Which two people say
‘ 2317 (hineini, here | am)?

According to Yitzhak's

| blessing, what will

e What are the two Esav live on?
ways that Esav

~and Yishmael are
related?

*
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In our n-mg'jg / Commentary section (p. 4), we saw
some DMWMA (parshanim, commentators) who
defended Yaakov's actions in the parashah.

But lots of times, our parshanim and Rabbis
emphasize the wrong behavior of the people we look
up to! On the subject of Parashat Toldot, the Zohar
says that Yaakov gets punished. He caused pain to
his father Yitzhak, and Yaakov later gets punished for
this when his sons sell Yosef and deceive him about
it. The Zohar (Toldot 144b) notices notices that the
word KiaKr (aifo, where) links the story where Yaakov
first does something wrong, to the story where he
suffers for it. (Look it up! Bereishit 27:33 and 37:32.)

Here are some other examples:

+ Hizkuni says Yosef's brothers were
wrong to sell Yosef into slavery,
and their families suffered the
consequences when they became
enslaved in Egypt (comment on
Bereishit 37:36).

+ A midrash criticizes Moshe for
speaking Vi1 11W? (lashon hara,
gossip or slander) about Benei
Yisrael when he says that the Nt
people will not believe him about
being God's messenger. The
midrash says Moshe gets punished
for this! (Shemot Rabbah 3)

R. Shimshon Raphael Hirsch (Bereishit 12) points
out that the Torah doesn't hide the fact that its
characters - even the most important ones, the
ones who might be our greatest heroes and
role models - make mistakes and have flaws.
We're supposed to learn from this that we, who
also make mistakes and have flaws, can still
become great like our heroes in the Torah.




OO S M M / / [ + Would it be easier or harder to learn from the

N =2 ‘/ characters in the Torah if they were perfect? Why
% do you think the Torah wants us to learn from
imperfect people?

R. Yitzhak Hutner (aka the Pahad Yitzhak, 1906~
1980) wrote about this very issue in a letter to a
student. He explained why he thought it's important
to acknowledge the mistakes our heroes make:

M3 02NN NMMAR PAX? TN

12X DIPRYNN TWRIAY 1IPXR RIT 1210 71y
01202 n#';mm 12217 13‘711; Sy nm‘;w—r TTTYA
ninZwi 271 by 1N apilslo)al nn‘;yn '7W Rl
. AMBT PANAT 2V nu‘rm NMIRY Ty w2 mbw

,DRW Sya ,mn Sya ayawa R R aRYing
nim m‘7vm ,0721W2n in¥ya RXYin 1oon Yya
INTIA .. T A SNy vn‘7:1:1 1Y TNIT KT M

'bwnn mv-lb TRV ‘7w33 SEI

Letters of the Pahad Yitzhak 128

It is a terrible problem that when we discuss
our great role models, we sometimes only deal
with the end of their stories. We talk about their
accomplishments and what they perfected, but
we skip over their inner struggles...

The result is that when young people have a lot
of spirit and ambition, and sometimes stumble
on their way, they might believe they cannot

be planted in the house of God (because they
know they're not perfect, but they think their role
models are)... But of course everybody makes
mistakes and fails sometimes!

According to R. Hutner, each of us despite our flaws can
become a great role model to others. What are the ways you
can be a role model?

Are there things about you that make you think you're not a
role model? How can the story of Yaakov help you get past

that idea?
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This week’s parashah gives us the Torah's first story of twins—two babies born

to the same mother on the same day. This gives us a great chance to look at a
halakhah-based riddle: How would it be possible for a younger twin to reach the
age of mitzvot before her older sister? (Think about it for a minute before going
on to see the answer!)

1971 - Halakhah

These twin sisters will become fully obligated in mitzvot at age 12. It would seem
that the older one will certainly turn 12 years old before the younger one, right?
But there is actually a wrinkle in the Jewish calendar that can complicate things!

First, let's note that twins can be born hours and sometimes even days apart
(even though it is rare). Let's say that our twins are born during a Jewish leap
year, when there are two months of Adar: TIWR? 1IN (Adar Rishon, first Adar)
and "W TN (Adar Sheni, second Adar). And let's say the first twin is born at the
very end of the 29th of Adar Rishon, and the second twin is born about 25 hours
later, at the very beginning of the 1st of Adar Sheni.

Twelve years later, if it is not a Jewish leap year, then the first twin's birthday will
be marked on the 29th of Adar, but the second twin's birthday will be on the 1st
of Adar, 28 days earlier! Isn't that weird? (See Shulhan Arukh Orah Hayyim 55:10.)

R. Yisrael Yaakov Hagiz in Responsa Halakhot Ketanot (I1:174) suggests that

maybe this is what happened with Esav and Yaakov! Maybe Esav was born W
&h
S

first, but Yaakov thought he had a claim to the firstborn blessing because he
reached the age of mitzvot first.

A\

i\l

This is the sort of idea that takes details from our later calendar and projects
them back onto the stories in the Torah. You have to admit it is an
interesting way to think about the conflict between these two brothers!

What is the next time the Torah tells a story of twins?



N"11U 79 U471 - A Moment of Hebrew

Bereishit 26:15 1V:12 N"WRNA
And the Pelishtim stopped up all the wells which TV 1A WK ﬁ'TXZ}ij"?ZTI]
his father’s servants had dug in the days of his DINAD 172R DiT1AR "2 TR
father Avraham, filling them with earth. oy D-'lN';tle D"m{jbsj

(1.8.m W) 1Bn? /\C’

+ To dig (lahpor)

= 1187
Bulldozer .
(dahpor) =73ann =l .
Excavator Archeological digs - n1@nan
(mahper) or findings (hafirot) Mole (the animal)
(hafarperet)

Find the Word!

When the Nile River turns to blood, the Egyptians dig in the ground around it, to
try to find drinkable water. Can you find the words that share this WW (shoresh,
root)? (Hint: Look at the fourth aliyah of Parashat Va'era.)

s
 Soupy -
/ ,’0’03“ b[l(a”OH
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Parashah Scavenger Hunt Answers: S
1. Mitzrayim (26:2) brother), and also his father-in-law (the father of
2. The Pelishtim (26:8) his wife Mahalat) (28:9)
3. Who the wells belong to (26:20-21) 8. Three times: twice about the plan to get the
4. Y X (atah atah, you now) (26:29). Some blessing from Yitzhak, and once about fleeing to
people pronounce their ayin in a more guttural Lavan in Haran (27:8, 27:13, 27:43)
way than their alef, so in that case the two words 9. 60 (25:26), and yes, Avraham was alive. (Yitzhak
might not sound exactly the same, but still pretty was 100 years younger than Avraham, so, when
close to identical. Avraham dies at age 175 [25:7], Yitzhak would have
5. Esav (27:1) and Yitzhak (27:18) been 75 and the twins would have been 15.)
6. His sword (27:40) 10. Yaakov (Malakhi 1:2)
7. Yishmael is Esav’s uncle (his father Yitzhak's
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We are taught (Talmud Bavli Berakhot 40b) that every time we say
a i1272 (berakhah, blessing), it has to include God's most special
name. This name is so special that we almost never write it out,
and we definitely never say it out loud! Here it is, spelled out with
dashes between the letters to create breaks:

What could this name mean? Look at the word - it has the
letters yud, heh, and vav. These can be combined into: iT2i1
(hayah, was), iT1iiT (hoveh, is), or 1217 (yihyeh, will be). Maybe
it is @ name that means: God always was, is, and will be.

But there is another possible meaning, found in this week’s
parashah. God says to Yitzhak:

Bereishit 26:3 2312 N"wRN2
Dwell in this land, and ehyeh imkha (I will be with you), ARY TNINR NRTT YIND 772
and | will bless you... i)

See the bolded words? God later says this exact same phrase to Yaakov
(Bereishit 31:3), to Moshe (Shemot 3:12), and to Yehoshua (Yehoshua 1:5).
In fact, in Tanakh, the word ehyeh (I will be) is only ever said by God, and
it is almost always followed by imkha or imakh (with you).

Are there times that you find it easy to feel God's presence
with you? Are there times it's more difficult?

Next time you say a berakhah or you see God's special name in a siddur,
try thinking to yourself the words from our parashah: ehyeh imkha. Can
these words help you? ¥




