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too many wives. A klng needs to fear God, follow the
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Judges need to rule based on honest testlmony from more
than one W|tness M-, :

When it's tlme for war not everyone has to ﬁght Before battle,-
‘Benei Yisrael should propose peace. They must make every
effort not to harm people who were not soldlers or natural
resources. :

If someone is mysteriously killed in the middle of nowhere,
the leaders of the nearest towneperform a spema ritual
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What happens if a judge is having a hard time making a
decision? The Torah says to go get help from a higher authority.

Devarim 17:9 DT DMAT
Go to the kohanim (priests) from the Levi tribe or to 7X1 07127 0020 YN DR

the Judge who is at the time. Present your problem. DT DR N1 AR LAWT
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judge "who is at the time"? What )
can we learn from those words? |
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Yiftah in his generation was like Shmuel in his
generation. This teaches you that even someone 71T Yxanwa i1iTa nna?
who is much lower and less worthy than Torah 1oAY Y 15 RY Tm'7'7
leaders of the past, if they become a Torah leader in RIT 1 1A oy 0119 mannn
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no choice but to go to the judge who is in your days.




Shmuel was one of the greatest prophets and judges of all time. But
not all generations got to ask Shmuel their questions. There were
times when Yiftah was the best judge of the day, even though he
wasn't as great as Shmuel.

You might wish you could ask your questions to a more
accomplished and more famous judge from the past. But that can't
happen! The Torah leader in your generation can give you guidance,
and that will be good enough.

Teachers of Torah today may not be as knowledgeable
or holy as Moshe was in the Torah. But how can we show
gratitude for the Torah teachers we have?

Why is it important to show respect to a person that the
community has chosen as its leader?

What would you do if you needed help making a difficult
decision? Who can you ask to teach you the Torah?

H'T 7¢ 7T - One-Minute Debate

Debate: Never leave unfinished business.

How to play:

Here are some arguments to get you started, but try to
come up with your own. Then debate someonel!

For a true one-minute debate, give each side 30 seconds
to make its best case.

flgree! Disagree!

+ Anything unresolved makes you + You can't finish everything right
distracted from your next task. away. Everyone needs breaks.

+ The Torah wants us to finish + Sometimes you start something
what we start. That's why an and a different person finishes it
undedicated house, untasted for you. It's called collaboration.
vineyard, and unmarried + It's not always up to you to
engagement are important enough complete the task! But that
to get a person out of fighting a doesn't mean you don't try... (See
war. (See Devarim 20:5-8.) Pirkei Avot 2:16)
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aliyot:

1) Devarim 16:18 to 17:13
2) 17:14 to 17:20

3) 18:1to 18:5

4) 18:6 to 18:13

5) 18:14 to 19:13

6) 19:14 to 20:9

7) 20:10 to 21:.9

0 IHIWA Ni7KY - Parashah Scavenger Hunt

The answers to the first seven questions can be found in the
matching numbered aliyah in the Torah reading.

haftarah: Yeshayahu
51:12 to 52:12

ek
8. + What could be

€  Dblinding?

Good

~ 2 Why shouldn't a king

'} Which three parts of an have a lot of horses?
animal does the 1i7a (kohen,
priest) get when someone
slaughters meat to eat?

» Where are there sorcerers that |
Benei Yisrael must not be like?

¢ What work accident leads
to major trouble?

~ What punishment do

false witnesses get?

. When an army is attacking !
a city, what are they not

2 p \ .
allowed to cut down? § . What are all the leadership

positions mentioned in our
parashah?

?,_j Who should we not

have compassion for?
From the haftarah:
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& AT7T - Grammar

In English, when you want to talk about two separate words and join them
together, you use the word “and.” In Hebrew, you can do this with just one
letter, the magical vav. This kind of vav is known as Mara 1""1 (vav ha-
hibbur), the conjunctive vav or the joining vav. We have a good example of it
right at the beginning of our parashah:

(m:1o o) O70W] 000DV
shoftim ve-shotrim, judges and officials (Devarim 16:18)

Usually, this vav has a sheva under it and looks like this: 1 But
sometimes, the vowel in the vav changes because of how the word it
connects to begins. There are four main reasons this happens, and
we can find them all in our parashah:

When the word being connected
1 starts with a sheva, then vav
ha-hibbur gets a shuruk.
(NX2:1 0M2T) SN 2

Yamin mol, right or
left (Devarim 17:11)

When vav ha-fibbur is
connected toan accented
srllable, it always gets @
kamatz.

When the word being connected
L starts with the letter bet, mem,
or pei, then vav ha-hibbur gets

ashuruk.
(2:X2D™M27) ITTLLARYT 07127T) 2271 ©10
ve-yatzu... adeduy, they go (R:2
out... and measure (Devarim 21:2) soos va-rekhev,
horses and
chariots (Devarim
4 When the word being comnergeq 20:0)
Starts with a vod with a sheyg,
then the sheva drops out and vay
(07:TL O1M27T) NP0 YT ha-hibbur gets a irik.
ye'aver... visalef, will blind...
and will upset (Devarim 16:18)
See how many examples of vav ha-hibbur
you can find in our parashah!
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W1TN - Midrash
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Devarim Rabbah 20:10

"God makes peace in the highest places” (lyyov
25:2)—Reish Lakish said: The angel Michael is
all snow, and the angel Gavriel is all fire, and
they can stand next to each other without
harming one another. Bar Kappara said: The
angels up high, who have no jealousy, hate, or
competition, still need peace. So how much
more so do people down below—who have so
much hatred, competition, and jealousy—need
peace?!

The Sages said: This teaches how great is the
power of peace. Even at wartime, when people
go into it ready to fight with swords and spears
in their hands, the Holy Blessed One says:
'When you go to fight a war, always start with
peace.' How do we know this? From the words
in our parashah, "When you come to a city to
wage war with it, offer peace” (Devarim 20:10).

s

even when Benei Yisrael would be at war with a )
city (Devarim 20:10). What can we learn from this? -
u”/’/ o
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Our parashah contains the mitzvah to offer peac’é\{,
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If angels don't have jealousy or hatred, why do they need peace? What
is peaceful about the angel of snow and the angel of fire being able to

stand together?

Why might it be hard to ask for peace once you're already holding a
sword in your hand and you're all ready to fight? What does this teach

us about what God wants our top priorities to be?

Why is it important to always start with peace first? Can you think of

ways to do this in your life?

Try it! In tefillah, when you hear or say the words 1"niIna DIYW Ty
(oseh shalom bimeromayv, God makes peace in the highest places), think
about how God helps make peace for angels up high, and how God

can help make peace for people down below. Who are you praying for

when you ask God to help make peace?
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11091 - Haftarah

The RNAMI)T VAW (sheva de-nehemta, seven haftarot of comfort) are
getting more and more uplifting. This week, in haftarah #4 of the series,
the X211 (navi, prophet) Yeshayahu describes how the Jewish people will
return from 522 M%) (galut bavel, the exile in Bavel). The guards standing
in Yerushalayim will lift up their eyes and see a truly amazing sight: crowds
and crowds of Jewish people climbing the mountains, coming home! A
messenger will proclaim peace, happiness, and victory. The guards who
hear and see this will shout for joy.

Yeshayahu explains that it's not just that the Jewish people will be returning
to their home. They will also enjoy special closeness with God, getting to
know God in new and intimate ways.

Yeshayahu 52:6 1:21 NTywr
"Therefore, My people will know My name. MY My y1? ];!'2
Therefore, on that day, they will know that | am NIT 72X 73 NATiT D12 19:7
the One Who says: hineini (I am here). 371 2TNa

+ Why is it important to know someone’s hame? What
does it mean about your relationship £ . :

with them if you know their name? What ’ ) Parashah 8cavenger
could it mean to know God's name? Hunt Answers:

+ What does it mean for God to be
"here"? Can you imagine what it
might be like to
> hear God tell
: you, “l am
;,Y’ here"? What would
__that feel like?
Why is this
a comfort
and a sign of
redemption?
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+ How does this make us, or our lives, more

Moshe gives Benei Yisrael a very special commandment:

Devarim 18:13 A7 o"MAaT

Be tamim (whole) with God your Lord. APON 71OV iR 0nn

The word "tamim” has a lot of different meanings: pure, whole, or
perfect. What does it mean for us to try to be tamim with God?

Rabbeinu Bahaye (Spain, 700 years ago) 71211127
This means “pure”"—you should be on the inside like 122 12iR MY onn 1wy
you are on the outside, and be righteous in your JWYN 111271 P

speech and actions.

+ What does it mean to be pure? What does that have to do
with being righteous on the inside and on the outside?

+ Why isn't it enough to just be righteous on the outside? Why is
it important to have righteousness on the inside too?
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Hizkuni (France, 800 years ago)

This means “completeness”... You are

complete with one thing. Meaning, complete
with God in all your actions and thoughts.
This is what Shlomo said in his wisdom: “In
all your ways, know God" (Mishlei 3:6).

+ According to this, being tamim means
being complete—that everything we do is
connected to God. But don't we do a lot of
things that aren’t mitzvot (like reading books
or coloring or playing with friends)? How can
everything we do be connected to God?

complete?



