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In This Week’s Parashah  •  ָמה ּבַָּפָרָׁשה

 The parashah focuses on leadership and 
justice. Benei Yisrael must appoint  
 ׁשְֹטִרים and (shoftim, judges) ׁשֹפְִטים
(shotrim, officers). We are told: צֶֶדק צֶֶדק 
ְרדֹּף  which means to ,(tzedek tzedek tirdof) ּתִ
run after justice like we’re chasing it. 

 There is a mitzvah to listen to the kohanim 
and shoftim.

 In the future, a king of Benei Yisrael may not 
own too much gold or silver, own too many 
horses, or marry too many wives. A king 
needs to fear God, follow the Torah, and not 
“raise his heart” above everyone else. 

 Benei Yisrael must stay away from magic 
and sorcery, and beware of false prophets. 

 If a person kills someone by accident, they 
have to go to one of the עֵָרי ִמְקלָט (arei 
miklat, cities of refuge).

 Courts need to rule based on honest 
testimony from more than one witness.  

 When it’s time for war, not everyone has 
to fight. Before battle, Benei Yisrael should 
propose peace. They must be careful to 
only destroy enemies who pose a threat, but 
not innocent people or natural resources.

 If someone is mysteriously killed in the 
middle of nowhere, the leaders of the 
nearest town perform a special ritual called 
.(eglah arufah) עֶגְלָה עֲרוּפָה
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Before Benei Yisrael go into battle, the כֵֹּהן (kohen, priest) will give a 
speech, encouraging the people to trust in God. Then, the ׁשְֹטִרים (shotrim, 
officers) will announce that some people can skip the fighting: anyone who 
just built a new house, or just planted a new vineyard, or just got engaged 
to get married, and.... 

   Midrash  •  ִמְדָרׁש

דברים כ:ח

ְֹטִרים לְַדבֵּר ֶאל ָהעָם  וְיְָספוּ ַהׁשּ
וְָאְמרוּ ִמי ָהִאיׁש ַהיֵָּרא וְַרךְ ַהלֵּבָב 

יֵלֵךְ וְיָׁשֹב לְבֵיתוֹ וְלֹא יִּמַס ֶאת־לְבַב 
ֶאָחיו כִּלְבָבוֹ:

מסכת סוטה פרק ח משנה ה

ַרבִּי עֲִקיבָא אוֵֹמר ַהיֵָּרא וְַרךְ 
ַהלֵּבָב כְַּמׁשְָמעוֹ, ׁשֵֶאינוֹ יָכוֹל 

לַעֲמוֹד בְִּקׁשְֵרי ַהּמִלְָחָמה וְלְִראוֹת 
ֶחֶרב ׁשְלוּפָה.

ַרבִּי יוֵֹסי ַהגְּלִילִי אוֵֹמר ַהיֵָּרא וְַרךְ 
ַהלֵּבָב זֶהוּ ַהּמְִתיָיֵרא ִמן ָהעֲבֵירוֹת 

ׁשֶבְּיָדוֹ, לְפִיכָךְ ּתָלְָתה לוֹ ַהּתוָֹרה 
ֶאת כׇּל ֵאלּוּ ׁשֶיְַּחזוֹר בִּגְלָלָן…

Devarim 20:8

The officers go on speaking to the troops 
and say, “Is there anyone afraid and weak of 
heart? They can go back to their home, so 
they don’t discourage everyone else.”

Mishnah Sotah 8:5

R. Akiva says: “Afraid and weak of heart” is what it 
sounds like—a person who is too scared to stand in the 
battle and see a drawn sword.

R. Yosei HaGelili says: “Afraid and weak of heart” is 
someone who is afraid of the sins they have done. The 
Torah gave all these other reasons also (new house, 
vineyard, etc.) so that a sinner could leave with other 
people, and not have to publicly embarrass themselves 
because of their sins. 

War is scary! You’d think most people 
would be frightened. Is there something 
else going on with the person who is 
“afraid and weak of heart”?

A lot of midrashim are bugged by something unusual in the Torah text
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 How could one person's fears affect the other soldiers?

 If a soldier can't have enough courage even to look at a sword, will 
they be useful in battle? What can we learn from this about facing 
our own challenges in life?

 What do you think it means for a person to be afraid of their sins? 
How do you think that would affect them in war? How might their 
sins affect the other soldiers?

דברים יז:יד-טו

כִּי ָתבֹא ֶאל ָהָאֶרץ ֲאׁשֶר ה' ֱאלֶֹקיךָ 
ּה וְיָׁשַבְּתָה בָּּה וְָאַמְרּתָ  נֵֹתן לָךְ וִיִרׁשְּתָ

ִׂיָמה עָלַי ֶמלֶךְ כְּכָל ַהגּוֹיִם ֲאׁשֶר  ָאש
ְסבִיבָֹתי: 

שׂוֹם ּתָשִׂים עָלֶיךָ ֶמלֶךְ ֲאׁשֶר יִבְַחר ה' 
ֱאלֶֹקיךָ בּוֹ…

Devarim 17:14-15

When you come to the land that God your 
Lord is giving you, and inherit it and settle 
there, you might say, “Let’s have a king, like all 
the nations around me.”

Som tasim a king over yourself, one chosen 
by God your Lord... 

 Commentary  •  ַּפְרָׁשנּות

Is it good for Benei Yisrael to have a king? 

A lot depends on how you understand the words “som tasim.” They 
literally mean something like “set, yes set.” When the Torah doubles 
a verb (action word), it often means that this action is something you 
really should do. 

On the other hand, Sefer Devarim emphasizes that we aren’t 
supposed to be “like all the nations.” So, the request doesn’t sound 
ideal! 

Rambam and Ibn Ezra have different understandings. Try to see how 
each one reads “som tasim.” 

The pasuk explains that people who are afraid should leave the battle so 
they don’t discourage everyone else. The mishnah presents two options 
about the kinds of fear that could have this impact.
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!Tell Me More About This  •  ּבֹואּו נְַדּבֵר עַל זֶה 
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רמב"ם ספר המצוות מצות עשה קע"ג

ִהיא ׁשֶצִּוָּנוּ לְִמנוֹת עָלֵינוּ ֶמלֶךְ יְַקבֵּץ 
ּ. וְהוּא ֲאָמרוֹ יְִתבֵָּרךְ  כָּל ֻאּמֵָתנוּ וְיַנְִהיגֵנו

ִׂים עָלֶיךָ ֶמלֶךְ."  "שׂוֹם ּתָש

וּכְבָר ָקַדם לָנוּ לְׁשוֹנָם בְִּספְֵרי, ׁשָלֹׁש 
ְָׂרֵאל בִּכְנִיָסָתן לָָאֶרץ:  ִמצְוֹת נִצְַטוּוּ יִש
לְִמנוֹת עֲלֵיֶהם ֶמלֶךְ, וְלִבְנוֹת לֶָהם בֵּית 

ַהבְִּחיָרה, וּלְַהכְִרית זְַרעוֹ ׁשֶל עֲָמלֵק.

אבן עזרא

ִׂים" - ְרׁשוּת. "שׂוֹם ּתָש

Rambam (Spain and Egypt, 850 years ago)

Positive mitzvah #137 is to appoint a king 
to lead us, as it says “som tasim a king over 
yourself.” 

The Sifrei Devarim teaches that Benei Yisrael 
were given three special mitzvot when they 
entered Eretz Yisrael: to appoint a king, to build 
the Beit Ha-Mikdash, and to destroy Amalek.

Ibn Ezra (Spain, 900 years ago)

“Som tasim”—this is optional.

 What are the pros and cons to having a king?

 What do you think of the request in the first pasuk to be 
“like all the nations”? Could this be evidence for one of the 
positions above? What other evidence can you find in the 
pesukim?

 Read Devarim 17:15-20 in a humash. Does it seem like the 
Torah is excited about the idea of a king? What do you 
notice about the rules for kings? Could a king who follows 
these rules help Benei Yisrael to serve God?

Send us your thoughts or 

questions from learning the 

parashah. We’ll write back to 

you, and some will get published 

in future issues of Devash!

Write to us at devash@hadar.org

What happens when Benei Yisrael actually ask for a king? 

We can fast-forward to the time when they first make this request, in the 
days of ׁשְמוֵּאל ַהנָּבִיא (Shmuel Ha-Navi, Shmuel the prophet). Shmuel tells 
God, and God says:



ֶמֶל ׂשֹום ָתִּשׂים ָעֶלי
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שמואל א ח:ז

ׁשְַמע בְּקוֹל ָהעָם לְכֹל ֲאׁשֶר יֹאְמרוּ 
ֵאלֶיךָ כִּי לֹא אְֹתךָ ָמָאסוּ כִּי אִֹתי ָמֲאסוּ 

ִמּמְלֹךְ עֲלֵיֶהם.

Shmuel Alef 8:7

“Listen to everything the people say to you. 
For it is not you they have rejected, but it is Me 
that they have rejected from ruling over them!”

 Whose position does this seem to support in the ּפְַרׁשָנוּת / Commentary 
debate (on the opposite page), Rambam or Ibn Ezra? 

Shmuel says that asking for a human king to be like the other nations is 
nothing other than rejecting God as the true King! 

Shmuel then goes onto warn the people about all the terrible things kings do 
to their people, like turning people into slaves, making children join the army, 
and seizing people’s land. Shmuel warns them also that, when their king 
eventually turns evil, God will not help them.

Still, Benei Yisrael are not swayed. They want a king. Because of this, Shmuel 
ends up crowning Shaul as the first king over Benei Yisrael.
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How do Hazal have the power to make mitzvot? Why do we 
listen to them? 

One reason, the Gemara (Shabbat 23a) explains, is this 
pasuk in our parashah.

אוָֹריְָתא ְּ (mitzvot de-orayta) ִמצְווֹת ד ַרבָּנָן ְּ (mitzvot de-rabbanan) ִמצְווֹת ד

"De-orayta" means "from the Torah" in Aramaic, 
and mitzvot de-orayta are mitzvot that come 
directly from the Torah or from Moshe. For 
example, putting a mezuzah on your door 
comes straight from a pasuk in the Torah (we 
saw it a few weeks ago, in the Devash Halakhah 
section for Va’ethanan). Sometimes, the mitzvah 
is very clearly stated in the pesukim, and 
sometimes it’s less obvious, and חז״ל (Hazal, 
our Rabbis) learn it from clues in the pesukim.

"De-rabbanan" means "from 
our Rabbis" in Aramaic, and 
mitzvot de-rabbanan are 
additional mitzvot created by 
prophets, Sages, or by community 
agreement mostly up until the 
times of Hazal. For example, 
lighting Hanukkah candles or 
hearing Megillat Esther on Purim 
are both mitzvot de-rabbanan. 

דברים יז:יא

ָּבָר ֲאׁשֶר  לֹא ָתסוּר ִמן ַהד
ְׂמֹאל. יַגִּידוּ לְךָ יִָמין וּש

Devarim 17:11

You shall not turn away from what 
they teach you, to the right or to 
the left. 

learn one way the parashah 

 practically impacts our liv
es 

Halakhah  •  ֲהלָכָה

Mitzvot are usually classified in one of two categories:
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Here, God commands us to listen to our ׁשֹפְִטים (shoftim, judges) and Torah 
leaders. So there’s actually a mitzvah de-orayta to follow mitzvot de-
rabbanan! 

De-orayta vs. de-rabannan

 Sometimes, different rules apply de-orayta vs. de-rabbanan. For 
example, saying the ַהּמוֹצִיא (HaMotzi) blessing before eating bread 
is de-rebbanan, but saying בְִּרכַּת ַהּמָזוֹן (Birkat Ha-Mazon) after eating 
bread is de-orayta. So if you aren’t sure if you said Hamotzi before you 
started eating, you don’t go back and say it. But if you’re not sure if 
you said Birkat Ha-Mazon after you ate, you say it even if you might be 
repeating it.

 It’s not always so clear whether a mitzvah is de-orayta or de-rabannan. 
Sometimes, it’s a ַמֲחלֶֹקת (mahloket, debate)!

 One-Minute Debate  •  ַּדָּקה ֶׁשל ִּדּיּוןּ

How to play:
Here is a topic for debate along with some suggested arguments, 
but feel free to come up with your own.

�	 Assign people to the “Agree” or “Disagree” sides. 

�	 Each side gets 30 seconds to make their case. 

�	 At the end, the group votes on a winner. 

Disagree!
 Lots of situations aren’t clear-cut. 
What if you got a complicated case 
and made a wrong ruling? 

 It would be hard to always be fair, 
especially if people tried to offer you 
bribes to get you on their side. 

Debate: It would be cool to be a judge.

Agree!
  It’s a really important role 
for making sure that society 
is fair. 

  Imagine all the interesting 
cases you would get to 
hear. Never boring! 

Disagree

Agree

7
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Devarim 18:4

You shall also give him (the kohen) the first fruits 
of your new grain and wine and oil, and the first 
shearing of your sheep. 

דברים יח:ד 

גָנְךָ ּתִירֹׁשְךָ וְיִצְָהֶרךָ  ְּ ֵראׁשִית ד
ּתֶן־לוֹ:  וְֵראׁשִית גֵּז צֹאנְךָ ּתִ

A Moment of Hebrew  •  ֶרגַע ֶׁשל ִעבְִרית

רֹאׁש )ׁשֶֹרׁש ר.א.ש(
 Head 

(rosh)

ִראׁשוֹן = 
1. First  
2. Sunday 
(rishon)

ָנָה =  רֹאׁש ַהּשׁ
Rosh Hashanah, 
the new year

ָראׁשֵי ּתֵבוֹת = 
Acronym (rashei teivot)

ֶאבֶן רֹאׁשָה = 
Keystone, the stone that is 
placed in the middle of an 
arch (even roshah)

רֹאׁשָן = 
Tadpole, polliwog  
(roshan)

 רֹאׁש/רֹאׁשַת ֶמְמׁשָלָה = 
Prime Minister  
(rosh/roshat memshalah)

Find the Word! 
In Bereishit 28, someone 
dreams of an object 
whose “head” reaches 
the sky. Who is the 
dreamer and what is the 
object?
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1
2
33
4

5

Always at the End

Always at the End

Always at the End

Always at the End

Always at the Beginning

Pashta—ָט֙א ְשׁ ַפּ

Zarka—ַזְרָק֮א

Segol—ֶס֒גוׁל

֩ה— א ְקַטָנּ ִליָשׁ ְתּ

Telisha Ketanah

ִליָשא ְגדֹוָלה— ְתּ֠

Telisha Gedolah

דברים יז:ח

ַג֙ע ֶנ֙
דברים יט:ה

ַע֘ר ַבּיַ֘
דברים יט:ג

ֶרְך֒ ֒ ַהּדֶ

דברים יז:כ

ַע֩ן ְלַמ֩
דברים יז:ה

ּו ׂש֠ ָע֠

Copyright (c) 2022 by Hadar | Devash: Shoftim 2022 by Hadar is licensed under a Creative Commons. 
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We have learned all the notes that you will find in the Torah—great job! If you 
go back and review, you will see that almost all of the notes show up on the 
accented syllable in the word. In fact, part of the way you can figure out how to 
pronounce a word in the Torah is to look for the note, which will tell you which 
part of the word to say a little bit louder and stronger.

But we learned about five notes that always appear at either the beginning or the 
end of the word, even if the accent is in a different place. 

Here’s a quick review:
This can be tricky for people learning Torah 
reading, or just for anyone who wants to use 
the notes to help them pronounce everything 
correctly. That’s why many printed versions of 
the humash double these notes. To make it 
easier for us, one of the notes goes where it is 
supposed to—at the beginning or the end—and 
the other goes on the accent. Our parashah 
has examples of all five of these notes that 
can be doubled. Check it out:

These aren’t actually double notes! The 
real note is at the end or the beginning (we 
showed it in black), and the extra mark 
(we showed it in pink) is just there to help 
you out so you don’t say AH-su instead 
of a-SU. If you were ever wondering why 
these notes sometimes double up—
mystery solved!

Torah Trop  •  ַטעֲֵמי ַהִּמְקָרא

Yetiv is also always before the 
word, but it only appears on words 
that have the accent on the first 

(or only) syllable, so we aren't 
discussing it here.
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Parashah Scavenger Hunt  •  ְׁשֵאלֹות ַהָּׁשבּוַע

Look for  

the answers 

 on page 12!

*

The answers to the first seven questions can be found in the 
matching numbered aliyah in the Torah reading. The answers 
to the last three are harder and can come from anywhere in 
the parashah.

What does our parashah 
say that God hates? Why shouldn’t a king 

have a lot of horses?

Which three parts of an animal does 
the כֵֹּהן (kohen, priest) get when 
someone slaughters meat to eat?

In this aliyah, what are the 
problematic practices of the 
people living in Eretz Canaan?

Our parashah gives a specific 
example of how a person might 
kill someone else accidentally, 
with a tool. What is it?

What four groups of people 
are allowed to go home 
when the people go to war?

When an army is attacking 
a city, what are they not 
allowed to cut down?

What two numbers of 
witnesses does the Torah 
explicitly approve of?

What word appears 
in identical form 
twice in a row in our 
parashah?

What are all the leadership 
positions mentioned in our 
parashah?

1

3

2

4

5

7
8

9

10
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Good luck!

aliyot:
1) Devarim 16:18 to 17:13 

2) 17:14 to 17:20

3) 18:1 to 18:5

4) 18:6 to 18:13

5) 18:14 to 19:13

6) 19:14 to 20:9

7) 20:10 to 21:9



Shmuel Ha-Navi was one of the early prophets of Benei Yisrael. His life 
is described in the two books with his name, Shmuel Alef and Shmuel 
Bet.

Before Shmuel was born, his mother, Hannah, wanted a child more 
than anything in the world. God promised her she would have one, 
and it was Shmuel. After he grew up a little, she brought him to the 
mishkan in Shiloh to serve there with the כֲֹּהנִים (kohanim, priests). 
While sleeping one night, God began talking to Shmuel, and he became 
a נָבִיא (navi, prophet). 

Shmuel hoped that his sons would be able to take his place after he 
was gone, but they did not follow in his ways and did not judge fairly. 
The people wanted a king instead, and even though Shmuel didn’t 
want there to be a king (as we saw on p. 4), God told him to crown 
Shaul. Shmuel loved Shaul and went on to be one of Shaul’s advisors, 
but quit when Shaul stopped obeying God. 

Shaul relied on Shmuel so much that, after Shmuel died, he tried 
to speak with Shmuel’s ghost. This is exactly the kind of magic our 
parashah says is not allowed (Devarim 18:11)! Shmuel’s ghost told the 
king that his reign was over and he was going to die. Sure enough, 
Shaul was killed in battle and David became the new king.

According to R. Yohanan in Berakhot 
31a, Shmuel was one of the greatest 
prophets of all time. He is grouped 
together with Moshe and Aharon 
in Tehillim 99:6.

  ?Who Were Our Sages  •  ִמי ָהיּו ֲחכֵָמינּו



?What’s Going On Here  •  ָמה זֶה

The עֶגְלָה עֲרוּפָה (eglah arufah) ritual was a ceremony for when a person was 
killed mysteriously in the middle of nowhere (Devarim 21:1-9).

1. When a dead body was found, elders and judges would measure to find 
the closest town.

2. The elders of that town would take a calf that had never performed 
work and bring it down to the water. There, they would kill it by chopping 
its neck. 

3. The town elders would wash their hands over the calf, and say, “Our 
hands did not shed this blood, nor did our eyes see it done.”

4. They would ask for forgiveness from God.

Parashah Scavenger Hunt Answers: 
 1. Putting up a ַמצֵּבָה (matzeivah, stone monument) for 

idolatry (16:22)
 2. Because they might lead him to bring the people back 

to Egypt (17:16)
 3. Shank, cheeks, stomach (18:3) 
 4. Different kinds of magic and sorcery (18:10-11) 
 5. Someone might be chopping wood in a forest and the 

blade might fly off the handle of the ax—וְנָׁשַל ַהבְַּרזֶל 
 though this could also mean that the ax might) ִמן־ָהעֵץ
cause a wood chip to fly out of the tree!) (19:5)

 6. 1) Someone who has built a house but not yet 
dedicated it; 2) Someone who has planted a vineyard 

but not yet tasted of it; 3) Someone who is engaged but 
not yet married; 4) Someone who is afraid (20:5-8)

 7. Trees with edible fruit (20:19-20)
 ;(16:18, 17:9, 17:12, 19:17-18, 21:2) (shoftim, judges) ׁשֹפְִטים .8 

 ,kohanim) כֲֹּהנִים ;(16:18, 20:5-9) (shotrim, officers) ׁשְֹטִרים
priests) (17:9, 17:12, 17:18, 18:1, 18:3, 19:17, 20:2, 21:5); ְֶמלֶך 
(melekh, king) (17:14); לְוִיִּם (Levi’im, members of the tribe 
of Levi) (18:1, 18:6-7); נָבִיא (navi, prophet) (18:15-22); זְִקנֵי 
 ,19:12, 21:2-4) (ziknei ha-ir, the elders of the city) ָהעִיר
21:6).

(16:20) (tzedek tzedek, justice justice) ֶצֶדק ֶצֶדק .9 
10. Two and three (17:6, 19:15)

What was the purpose of this ceremony?

 Ramban explains that an eglah arufah was a special ָקְרבָּן (korban, sacrifice) 
to get forgiveness, similar to the goat that is pushed off a cliff on Yom Kippur. 

 Rambam explains that this ceremony was a practical way to draw attention 
to what had happened. The publicity could help the authorities solve the 
murder case, by encouraging witnesses to come forward. 
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