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071091 VW9 - Understanding the Verses

Pharaoh commands that Hebrew baby boys
should be killed. Here's what happens:

Shemot 1:17-19

The midwives feared God.
They did not do what the king of Egypt told
them; they let the boys live.

The king of Egypt called the midwives
and said to them, "Why have you done this
thing, letting the boys live?”

The midwives said to Pharaoh, “Because the
Hebrew women are not like Egyptian women;
they are really good at keeping babies alive.
Before the midwife can come to them, they
have already given birth.”
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What do you notice? What seems special here?

What choice do you think the midwives had to
make? How do you think that felt for them? What do

you imagine they thought would happen?

In the final pasuk, are the midwives being truthful?
What evidence can you find to support your answer?

How do you imagine the midwives felt during this
conversation? How did they have the courage to
defend themselves when Pharaoh accused them?

THIY19 - Commentary
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Shemot 1:8

A new king rose up over Egypt
who did not know Yosef.
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In the next few pesukim, we hear that this king is concerned that
Benei Yisrael might rebel. So he decides to make Benei Yisrael into
slaves.

Our 0"W11 (parshanim, commentators) wonder: Yosef was so
famous! Is it really possible the new king hadn’t heard of him? Or
could the words in our pasuk have another meaning?

Rashi (France, 1,000 years ago) "'wn

The new king acted as if he didn't know about Yosef. Ay N5 1582 inXy py

Why might the new king have wanted to pretend he didn't
know about Yosef?

Rashi thinks our pasuk is giving us information about the
character of the new king. What is his character, according
to this interpretation? Does this understanding of the king fit
with the other things we know about him from our parashah?

sforno (Italy, 500 years ago) 127180
Yosef was mentioned in the kings' history books, M7 NN 12T MY 0 Sy OxX
especially the laws he had made that saved Egypt D92 ,pPAD 22 02PNR2 DT
from famine. But the new king didn't realize Yosef N7 ,pn? oy "wKR wnnd 1ya
had come from this nation (Benei Yisrael), and that ~ MWAN W 1201 27 Y Ny
it would have been appropriate to treat this nation 1 DY iMiaw , oy in iniig
with special consideration because of Yosef. J1aya iny? omn nRip? MR

Does it make sense to you that the new king
might not have made the connection between
Yosef and Benei Yisrael? Why might that have
happened? Can you find evidence for this in
the story?

Can Rashi's interpretation and Sforno's
interpretation both be true? Can you think of
other reasons to explain why this new king
ended up forgetting Yosef?




W1TN - Midrash

Why was Moshe chosen to lead Benei
Yisrael? What were his special qualities?
What do you think are the most important
qualities for leaders?

A midrash offers an answer to these
guestions. This midrash is based on the
pasuk that describes Moshe's previous work
experience (Shemot 3:1):
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Moshe was a shepherd for the flock of his
father-in-law, Yitro, the priest of Midian.

+ Rahel (Bereishit 29:9)
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Shemot Rabbah

Our teachers said: Once, while Moshe
was shepherding Yitro's flock, one lamb
ran away. Moshe chased after it until it
reached a small, shady place. There, the
lamb found a pool and began to drink.

Yaakov (Bereishit 31:39-40)




What did Moshe do to show he was a good shepherd?
How many different things can you think of?

What kinds of hard work are being done by Moshe? How
do you think he felt about doing all that work?

What's special about Moshe's statement to the sheep?
Is it easy to understand what other living things are
experiencing and feeling, or to be sensitive to their

needs? Why is it important for a leader to be able to do
that?

What is this midrash saying about the kinds of leaders
God wants for Benei Yisrael? What kinds of things does
God want them to be able to do?

11T 74 712TJ4Ki - Tell Me More About This!

Moshe was a shepherd (Shemot 3:1)—one of many in Tanakh!

Yosef and his brothers
—  (Bereishit, 37:2)

S

Amos the prophet (Amos 1:1

Tzipporah and her sisters
(Shemot 2:16)

in differént wa
e to do this?

W engaging directly with texts and
ps discover the weekly Torah portion.
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IH1WO Ni7KY - Parashah Scavenger Hunt

The answers to the first seven questions can be found in the
matching numbered aliyah in the Torah reading. The answers to
questions 8 and 9 are harder and can come from anywhere in the
parashah. The answer to question 10 is in this week’s haftarah.

What were the

A/
A0
q‘g\/ names of the

o Who gave Moshe
two midwives?

good [udi! | his name?

What did Moshe do right
before he killed the Egyptian?

How does God describe
the land where Benei
Yisrael will be taken?

What should Moshe do if Benei Yisrael still don't
believe him after he turns his staff to a snake and

gives his arm NYY (tzara'at, a spiritual skin disease)? When Moshe speaks to

Pharaoh, how should he

describe Benei Yisrael?
Moshe and Aharon ask Pharaoh to let

Benei Yisrael journey in the desert for how
many days?
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To subscribe to future issues
or for free downloads, visit:
N hadar.org/devash

How we learm is what we learn.

For support teaching this and other textsin

your school, check out PoP! hadar.org/pop
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N"11U 79 ud1 - A Moment of Hebrew

Shemot 2:2 a:amnw
The woman became pregnant and gave 21V 72 INN XM 2 112131 PRI iIm
birth to a son; she saw that he was 107777 AWOW ATRYm Rt

good, and she hid him for three months.

o Sy )
(2.0.x VJ'_I'_VJ) I’ﬂ?ﬂ? Code (tzofen)
+ To hide

+ To write in code

(Iehatz?in) = 19¥n

Compass
( (matzpein)

= Poy

The part of the Pesah Seder
when we search for the
afikoman and eat it (literally:
"hidden") (tzafun)

Find the Word!

What name does Pharaoh give Yosef after Yosef explains Pharaoh's dreams?
(Hint: Look for it in Bereishit 41.) Now that you know the W’“_}_\'U' (shoresh, root)
1.8.X, how do you understand the significance of Yosef’s Egyptian name, and
why it might have fit him?
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11T 70 712TJIXi1 - Tell Me More About This!

This week we meet Tzipporah. She's the daughter of Yitro (who's
also called Re'uel), and she becomes Moshe's wife.

There are only a few pesukim in the Torah that tell us about
Tzipporah, but you can see from this midrash how important to the
story 9”101 (Hazal, our Sages) thought she was!

Copyright (c) 2022 by Hadar | Devash: Shemot 2023 by Hadar is licensed under a Creative Commons. HADAR
Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License.
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Re'vel's daughter Tmpporah”took plty on

him and she fed him bread and water.

After ten years, she said to her father:
"Should we check on that Hebrew man
whom no one has thought about for 10
years, and see if he's alive or dead?”

Re'vel didn’t know she had been bringing
food to Moshe, so he assumed he was
dead.

Tzipporah said: "Haven't you heard of

the amazing miracles the God of the
Hebrews has performed? This God
saved Avraham, Yitzhak, and Yaakov. And
in Mitzrayim, this God saved our prisoner
from being drowned in the river or killed
by Pharaoh's sword. So God can certainly
save him from this imprisonment!”

So Re'vel did what Tzipporah suggested.
Sure enough, he found Moshe alive and
standing on his feet and praying to the
God of his ancestors!
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+ In this story, what surprising things does Tzipporah do? \ /
What can we learn from her? Seng us Yorg

°l‘le A
In the midrash, Tzipporah tells her father that keeping gomsf,“”s 5’&«
Moshe alive for 10 years was actually one of the W Ty, AShap
many miracles God has performed. Obviously, that's 4 h‘;"/"she ,:;ﬁfoyoq S
not completely true—she's the one who fed Moshe! Tite - “re s ues:;[,;:/ :”'//]/gef
N

So why did she say it that way? Why do Hazal seem S,
to think that saying it that way is the right thing to do?

OOV OOOOOO OO OO OO OO QOO O OO OO O OO O OO OO OO O OO OO O OO O OO QOO

At the burning bush, God

sends Moshe to free Benei
H'T '7EJ ﬂﬂ'!' « One-Minute Debate Yisrael, but Moshe thinks
he's not the right person for
the job (Shemot 4:10-13).

Debate: Moshe should have agreed

to God's request immediately.

How to play:
+ Here are some arguments to get you started, but try to come
up with your own. Then debate someone!

+ For a true one-minute debate, give each side 30 seconds to
make its best case.

tlgree! Disagree!

+ The burning bush was an amazing «+ It was natural for Moshe to feel
miracle. Moshe should have been intimidated. God was asking him to do
convinced right away that he something huge!
had been chosen for something ’ + Moshe was not a big talker.
special. #2:  Its possible he had a speech

+ God knows what we are each Y v impediment. It was reasonable for him
capable of. to express hesitation about a job that

+ It wasn't right for Moshe to say that | would require giving lots of speeches.
Benei Yisrael wouldn't listen to him. + Moshe hesitated because he was the
That's bad-mouthing Benei Yisrael! most humble person who ever lived

+ Uh.. when God asks, you don't say (Bemidbar 12:3), and humility is a good
no. thing.
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In our parashah, some key leaders emerge. A new king rules over 07 XN
(Mitzrayim, Egypt) (see M1Iw1a /Commentary, p. 2), and Moshe is appointed
leader of Benei Yisrael (see W7TR /Midrash, p. 4).

Can you imagine what it might be like to see a really important leader like a
king, or like Moshe? How might you feel?

The Talmud (Bavli Berakhot 58a) says there are special N1273 (berakhot,
blessings) to recite if you find yourself in this situation!

FOR A JEWISH KING

(like Moshe—who's also considered a king, based on
Devarim 33:5!):

1R7 171290 P20w 02ivi 120 19K T IRR 3102

Blessed are you, God our Lord, Ruler of the World, Who
has distributed honor to those who fear God.

FOR A NON-JEWISH KING

(like Pharaoh):

DT} 137 171230 103W D2V 920 10F0K 1IRK 113

Blessed are you, God our Lord, Ruler of the World,
Who has given honor to flesh and blood.

Both blessings emphasize that
human rulers—made of flesh
and blood—ultimately draw their
power from God, the only true
ruler.




Parashah Scavenger Hunt Answers:
1. Shifrah and Puah (1:15) 7. Three (5:3)
2. Pharaoh's daughter (2:10) 8. By donkey (back in Devash for Bereishit we saw a
3. He looked in both directions and saw no one there midrash suggesting that this was the same donkey
(2:12) from the Akeidah!) (4:20)
4. A good and wide land, a land flowing with milk and 9. The midwives (1:21)
honey (this second phrase appears 13 times in 10. Haftarah for Ashkenazim: Those who have been
Tanakh, and this is the first!) (3:8) lost in Ashur and Mitzrayim will be brought back to
5. Take water from the river and pour it on the ground; worship God in Yerushalayim (Yeshayahu 27:13)
it would turn to blood (4:9) Haftarah for Sefardim: He doesn’t know how to
6. As God's firstborn child (4:22) speak, and he's a child (Yirmeyahu 1:6)

Would you say these blessings over an elected leader, like the President
of the United States? TN

/"‘"““\\

(" ~ Sefer Ha-Eshkol (France, 900 years ago)

‘ says that this blessing is only for rulers
who have the power of life and death over
| their subjects. That is not true of almost

§
LY

‘*w@y modern leader in the western world.
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R. Ovadiah Yosef (Yehaveh Da'at 11:28) says\~
that you say these blessings over anyone who
can spare a person’s life. So monarchs or
presidents or even judges with the power to
(\_ pardon people—which means to stop them
from being executed—should also count.

S ‘u/’\‘wﬂv‘“h“*—-"/

What if you see the President on TV or on the internet? Does
that count?

R. Betzalel Stern (Betzel Ha-Hokhmah 11:18) says no: You only
say this blessing if you see the ruler in person. You have to
actually feel how amazing—and maybe scary or awe-inspiring—
it is to be in the presence of someone with that sort of power.

» IS there an |mportant Ieaer that you y,e met or would I|ke to meet'?



Shemot 3:6 1A MNw

God said: "l am the God of your father, God of
Avraham, God of Yitzhak, and God of Yaakov..."

Blessed are You, Lord T IRKR 112
Our God and God of our ancestors '|J"n1:1N "7'7N'| 1J"7'7N
God of Avraham, God of Yitzhak,

and God of Yaakov

When we speak to God in the Amidah, we use God's own words from when God
spoke to Moshe for the first time!

in this line in the Amidah? It could have said, "God of Avraham Yltzhak and
Yaakov," instead of, “God of Avraham, God of Yitzhak, and God of Yaakov.” Why all

the repetition? yp- 3

One possiblﬁe,,re’éi’son is to remfﬁd@urselves of this encounter at
the bumiﬁ’é bush, which is the only“‘story where this exact phrase
appears in the Torah. (And the phrase itself is repeated three
/“times throughout this story! See Shemot 3:6, 3:15, and 4:5.)
’ When Moshe heard these words from G"Qd, he was
surprised and a little frightened. Could that be how tefillah
feels sometimes?

How might your Amidah change if you think of God speaking
to you (like God spoke to Moshe), instead of only thinking
about you speaking to God?

Try itlowtl,When you say these words in the Amidah;
imagine you are standing by the burning bush and speaking
with God, just like Moshe. What is that experience like?



