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In This Week’s Parashah  •  ָמה ּבַָּפָרָׁשה
 Moshe sends 12 leaders to check out the 

Land of Canaan. We call them ְמַרגְּלִים 
(meraglim, spies).

 After 40 days, the meraglim return from 
their mission. Their report makes the 
land sound scary. They say there are 
giants there, and that Benei Yisrael 
would not be able to go into the land 
or live there. Calev, one of the spies, 
disagrees and says that Benei Yisrael 
would be able to conquer the land. 

 The people scream, cry, and threaten to 
go back to Egypt. 

 God wants to wipe out Benei Yisrael. 
Moshe prays for them. So, instead, God 
says that they’ll get their wish. They’ll 
wander in the wilderness for 40 years 
and will not be able to enter the land. 

 Some people change their minds and 
try to enter Canaan anyway. They are 
attacked, and they lose because God is 
not with them. 

 The Torah introduces additional mitzvot. 
The mitzvah of ַחלָּה (hallah) involves 
separating a portion of dough, when 
baking, as a gift to God. 

 Wearing צִיצִת (tzitzit) reminds us of all 
the other mitzvot. 
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   Midrash  •  ִמְדָרׁש

במדבר יג:כא-כב

ּ וַיָֻּתרוּ ֶאת־ָהָאֶרץ ִמּמְִדבַּר־צִן  וַיַּעֲלו
עַד־ְרחֹב לְבֹא ֲחָמת׃

ּ בַנֶּגֶב וַיָּבֹא עַד־ֶחבְרוֹן… וַיַּעֲלו

תלמוד בבלי סוטה דף לד עמוד ב 

ָאַמר ָרבָא ְמלַּמֵד ׁשֶּפֵיַרׁש כָּלֵב 
ּטַח עַל  ֵמעֲצַת ְמַרגְּלִים וְָהלַךְ וְנִׁשְּתַ

ִקבְֵרי ָאבוֹת.

ָאַמר לֶָהן ֲאבוַֹתי בִּקְּׁשוּ עָלַי ַרֲחִמים 
ׁשֶֶאנָּצֵל ֵמעֲצַת ְמַרגְּלִים.

Bemidbar 13:21-22

They went up, and they scouted the land, from 
the wilderness of Tzin to Rehov, at Levo-hamat.

They went up in the Negev and (he) came to 
Hevron…

Talmud Bavli Sotah 34b

Rava said: This teaches that Calev separated 
himself from what the spies were saying, 
and went (to Hevron) to pray at the graves of 
our ancestors.

Calev said: My ancestors, pray for me so that 
I will be saved from the other spies’ advice.

The ְמַרגְּלִים (meraglim, spies) traveled all around the Land of Canaan:

This midrash explains that the singular verb tells us that 
only one spy went to Hevron, and that was Calev. And it also 
suggests that he went there alone for a reason. He wanted to 
pray for the ability to stand up to the other meraglim. Hevron is 
a traditional place for prayer because it is the burial place of our 
ancestors (Avraham, Sarah, Yitzhak, Rivkah, Yaakov, and Leah). 

A lot of midrashim are bugged by something unusual in the Torah text

The first three verbs here are plural: ּוַיַּעֲלו 
(va-ya’alu, they went up), ּוַיָֻּתרו (va-yaturu, they 
scouted), ּוַיַּעֲלו (va-ya’alu, they went up). But 
the fourth verb is singular: וַיָּבֹא (va-yavo, he 
came). What’s the meaning of this switch?



Peer Pressure

Choose for Yourself

במדבר טו:לט

וְָהיָה לָכֶם לְצִיצִת וְּרִאיֶתם 
אֹתוֹ וּזְכְַרּתֶם ֶאת־כָּל־ִמצְוֹת ה' 

ִׂיֶתם אָֹתם…  וַעֲש

Bemidbar 15:39

These will be tzitzit for you. You will see 
“oto,” and you will remember all of God’s 
mitzvot and observe them…

 Calev seems to know what is the right thing to do, but still wants to pray for the 
strength to do it. How can prayer help us find strength when we need it?

 According to the midrash, Calev wanted the ancestors to pray for him. Who would 
you like to pray for you? Whom do you pray for?

Our parashah introduces the mitzvah of צִיצִת (tzitzit), with pesukim that have 
become part of the Shema:

The word ֹאֹתו (oto) can either mean “it” or “him.” So 
tzitzit might be about seeing something, or they might 
be about seeing someone. Which is it? 

 Commentary  •  ַּפְרָׁשנּות

Peer Pressure

Choose for Yourself
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ספרי במדבר פיסקא קטו 

וְּרִאיֶתם אוָֹתם לֹא נֱֶאַמר ֶאלָּא 
וְּרִאיֶתם אוֹתוֹ.

ַמגִּיד ַהכָּתוּב ׁשֶכָּל ַהּמְַקיֵּם 
ִמצְוַת צִיצִת ַמעֲלִים עָלָיו כְִּאלּוּ 

ִהְקבִּיל ּפְנֵי ׁשְכִינָה, ׁשֶַהּתְכֵלֶת 
דּוֶֹמה לַיָּם וְיָם דּוֶֹמה לָָרִקיעַ 

וְָרִקיעַ דּוֶֹמה לְכִּסֵא ַהכָּבוֹד.

תלמוד בבלי מנחות דף מג 
עמוד ב

ְרֵאה ִמצְוָה זוֹ וּזְכוֹר ִמצְוָה 
ַאֶחֶרת ַהּתְלוּיָה בּוֹ. וְֵאיזוֹ זוֹ? 

ְתנַן׃ ֵמֵאיָמַתי  ִּ זוֹ ְקִריַת ׁשְַמע. ד
קוִֹרין ֶאת ׁשְַמע בְּׁשֲַחִרית? 

ֶיַּכִּיר בֵּין ּתְכֵלֶת לְלָבָן. ִמּשׁ

 Why is it important to remember the mitzvot? What exactly are you 
supposed to think of when you’re remembering mitzvot? What are 
some other things that are important to keep in mind?

 When you look at tzitzit, do you think of Shema or do you think of 
God? Why?

See this mitzvah of tzitzit and be reminded of 
something: another mitzvah that depends on it. And 
what is that mitzvah? Reading the Shema on time. 
As we learn in a mishnah (Berakhot 1:2): “What is the 
time for the morning Shema? When it’s light enough 
for a person to see the difference between (the two 
colors of tzitzit strings), tekhelet (blue) and white.”

The pasuk doesn’t say “you shall see them” (which 
would be a better way of talking about the multiple 
tzitzit strings), but rather “you shall see Him.”

The Torah is telling us that observing the mitzvah 
of tzitzit is like greeting God’s presence. Tekhelet 
looks like the sea, and the sea looks like the sky, 
and the sky looks like God’s Throne of Glory.
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Talmud Bavli Menahot 43b says

Interesting. Here's what Sifrei Bemidbar says



A lot of us love to eat bread on Shabbat that we call hallah. Did you know that, in 
halakhic language, the hallah is something we take out of the bread before we bake 
it, not what we actually eat?!

This is called the mitzvah of ַהפְָרׁשַת ַחלָּה (hafrashat hallah, separating hallah). 

It comes from our parashah: 

In ancient times, people would give a portion of their dough to a כֵֹּהן (kohen, 
priest). It was like ּתְרוָּמה (terumah), which were gifts for kohanim in exchange for 
their work in the בֵּית ַהּמְִקָדׁש (Beit Ha-Mikdash, Temple in Jerusalem). Nowadays, 
hafrashat hallah generally involves burning the piece of dough instead.

The process

First, you need to be baking a large quantity of dough, using 
lots of flour. The Shulhan Arukh measures the volume of 
flour in “eggs,” and says that your recipe should be at 
least 43 “eggs’” worth of flour (Yoreh Deah 324:1). There 
are different customs about what this means exactly, 
but in general it’s understood that your recipe should 
include at least five pounds of flour in order to say the 
blessing for hafrashat hallah.

You can do hafrashat hallah if your dough is made from 
any of these five grains (or a combination): wheat, barley, spelt, 
oats, and rye (Mishnah Hallah 1:1).

This mitzvah applies to all dough from these grains, not just 
bread dough. So you can also perform this mitzvah if you’re 
baking a large amount of cookies or cake! 

5

Halakhah  •  ֲהלָכָה

learn one way the parashah 

 practically impacts our liv
es 

במדבר טו:כ-כא

ִרימוּ  ֵראׁשִית עֲִרסֵֹתכֶם ַחלָּה ּתָ
ִרימוּ  ְתרוָּמה כְִּתרוַּמת גֶֹּרן כֵּן ּתָ

אָֹתּה׃ ֵמֵראׁשִית עֲִרסֵֹתיכֶם 
ּתְנוּ לַה' ּתְרוָּמה לְדֹרֵֹתיכֶם׃  ּתִ

Bemidbar 15:20-21

From the first portion of your dough, you shall separate 
hallah for a gift; like the gift of the threshing floor, so shall 
you separate it. From the first portion of your dough, you 
shall give a gift to God for all your generations.
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Bemidbar 13:23

They came to the Eshkol river, and 
there they cut down a branch with a 
single cluster of grapes—it had to be 
carried on a frame by two of them—
and some pomegranates and figs.

במדבר יג:כג 

ָם זְמוָֹרה  וַיָּבֹאוּ עַד־נַַחל ֶאׁשְכֹּל וַיִּכְְרתוּ ִמׁשּ
ָֻאהוּ בַּמוֹט בִּׁשְנָיִם  ּׂ וְֶאׁשְכּוֹל עֲנָבִים ֶאָחד וַיִּש

וִּמן־ָהִרּמֹנִים וִּמן־ַהּתְֵאנִים׃

בָּרוּךְ ַאּתָה ה׳ ֱאלֵֹקינוּ ֶמלֶךְ ָהעוֹלָם 
ֲאֶֹשר ִקְדָֹּשנוּ בְִּמצְוָֹתיו וְצִוָּנוּ 

לְַהפְִריֹש ַחלָּה. 

A Moment of Hebrew  •  ֶרגַע ֶׁשל ִעבְִרית

לָבוֹא )ׁשֶֹרׁש ב.ו.א(

 To come 
(lavo)

ָוֶה =  בָּאוּ לְעֵֶמק ַהּשׁ
Came to an agreement, 
found a way to compromise  
(ba'u le-emek ha-shaveh)

ְמבוָֹאה = 
Entryway or lobby 
(mevo’a)

After kneading your dough but before you start baking it, break off a piece (a 
handful works), and recite this blessing: 

Then wrap that piece in a couple layers of aluminum foil, toss it in the oven, 
and let it get too crispy to eat (Mishneh Torah, Bikkurim 5:9)!

Before or after Shabbat, scan this code for a hallah 
recipe large enough for hafrashat hallah. (Thank 
you Esty Wolbe for this “Best Challah Ever.”) Mmm 
this recipe contains our favorite ingredient: devash 
(honey)!

Blessed are You, God our Lord, Ruler of the world, 
Who has made us holy with God’s commandments, 
and commanded us to separate hallah. 
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 One-Minute Debate  •  ַּדָּקה ֶׁשל ִּדּיּוןּ

How to play:
Here is a topic for debate along with some suggested arguments, 
but feel free to come up with your own.

�	 Assign people to the “Agree” or “Disagree” sides. 

�	 Each side gets 30 seconds to make their case. 

�	 At the end, the group votes on a winner. 

Disagree!
 Who knows what dangerous 
things might be in Canaan? 
There are rumors of scary 
giants!

 What if the land is not all 
you hoped for, and then you 
have to bring that message 
back to Benei Yisrael?

Debate: It would have been cool to be one of the ְמַרגְּלִים (meraglim, spies).

Agree!
  Stealthily entering the Land of Canaan 
to gather information? That’s straight 
out of a movie!

  So much delicious fruit to enjoy along 
the way.  

  It would be an honor to be chosen for 
this mission, and a special opportunity 
to get a sneak peek into your future 
home.

Disagree!

Agree!

ָמבוֹא = 
Prologue or 
introduction 
(mavo)

בָּא לִי = 
I feel like it (ba li)

ָהעוֹלָם ַהבָּא = 
The world to come  
(ha-olam ha-ba)

Find the Word! 
This ׁשֶֹרׁש (shoresh, root) is in the name of two parashiyot! Can 
you figure out which? (Hint: One is in Sefer Shemot and the 
other is in Sefer Devarim.) 
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Parashah Scavenger Hunt  •  ְׁשֵאלֹות ַהָּׁשבּוַע

Look for  

the answers 

 on page 12!

*

The answers to the first seven questions can be found in the 
matching numbered aliyah in the Torah reading. The answers 
to the last three are harder and can come from anywhere in 
the parashah.

What fruits were just ripe when 
the ְמַרגְּלִים (meraglim, spies) 
went to check out the land?

What were the names of 
the three famous giants?

Who had רוַּח ַאֶחֶרת (ru’ah 
aheret, a different spirit)? Why do Benei Yisrael have to 

wander specifically for 40 years?

How much oil is brought 
with a sacrifice of בָָּקר 
(bakar, large cattle)?

What root appears in 
three words in a row in 
this aliyah?

Where are צִיצִת (tzitzit) 
placed on a garment?

The root ק.ׁש.ׁש appears 
in just one other story in 
the Torah. Can you find 
it? (Hint: Think back to 
slavery!)

What two similar words 
appear at the very 
beginning and the very 
end of our parashah, 
tying it all together?

Which former enemy 
returns to attack Benei 
Yisrael in this parashah?

1

3

2

4

5

7
8

9

10

6

Good luck!

aliyot:
1) Bemidbar 13:1 to 13:20 

2) 13:21 to 14:7

3) 14:8 to 14:25

4) 14:26 to 15:7

5) 15:8 to 15:16

6) 15:17 to 15:26

7) 15:27 to 15:41
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Gershayim appears a bunch of times in each parashah. It makes a 
pretty sound that goes down and then comes back up. It looks like a 
quotation mark, but it is actually just a double form of azla geiresh, a 
note we met before. Get it? 1 ozen → 2 oznayim; 1 geresh → 2 gershayim! 

Gershayim can sometimes introduce dramatic details. Here it is setting 
up a revi’i (with a few munahim mixed in) to tell us that the people will 
have to spend 40 years in the desert, one year for each day that the 
:traveled through the land (meraglim, spies) ְמַרגְּלִים

There are only eight other 
gershayim in our parashah. Can 
you find them all?

Before or 
after Shabbat, 

scan to hear 
this gershayim!

Torah Trop  •  ַטעֲֵמי ַהִּמְקָרא

Gershayim ִים ְרַשׁ֞ ֵגּ

1

2
33
4

Does it end a musical phrase?

Yes

Is it above or below 

the word?

Above

Where is it placed on 

the word?

On the accent

How many times does it 

appear in the Torah?

511—Unusual 

Once every 12 pesukim

ה ָנ֗ ָ ם ַלּשׁ ה יֹו֣ ָנ֞ ָ ם ַלּשׁ יֹו֣

Bemidbar 14:34

A year for each day

במדבר יד׃לד
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Hi Eve! What a great question, with two important parts. 

We can answer your second question first. While it’s true that we learn how to build 
the mishkan in Sefer Shemot, there are lots of other things about the mishkan that 
we only learn later in Sefer Vayikra and Sefer Bemidbar. For example, Sefer Vayikra 
describes the mishkan’s grand opening (see Devash on Parashat Tzav) and Bemidbar 
lists all of the ָקְרבָּנוֹת (korbanot, sacrifices) for holidays. So it’s not so surprising to find 
important information about the mishkan not in Sefer Shemot.

Now to your first question. The Torah and Tanakh don't mention music in the mishkan 
in an obvious way. 

But there are other sources on this topic! 

In Bemidbar 4:47 the Torah tells us that in the mishkan Levi’im did עֲבַֹדת עֲבָֹדה 
(avodat avodah, the work of the work). What does this mean? Rashi says that this is 
the music the Levi’im would play—even in the mishkan! 

Actually, our parashah also provides some information that relates to the songs of 
the Levi’im. In Shelah, we read about different amounts of wine that were poured on 
the ִמזְבֵַּח (mizbei’ah, altar) along with the different korbanot in the mishkan (Bemidbar 

 !Join the Conversation  •  ַׁשְקלָא וְַטְריָא

Dear Devash,

I was learning about the music the לְוִיִּם (Levi’im, 
members of the tribe of Levi) used to play and 
sing in the ׁש ָּ  Beit Ha-Mikdash, Temple) בֵּית ַהּמְִקד
in Jerusalem). Was there music in the mishkan in 
the desert too? Why wasn’t it mentioned in all the 
descriptions in Sefer Shemot?

Eve M.
Washington, DC

Send us your thoughts or 

questions from learning the 

parashah. We’ll write back to 

you, and some will get published 

in future issues of Devash!

Write to us at devash@hadar.org
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Haftarah  •  ַהְפָטָרה
The haftarah for this week brings us to the next generation, when Moshe’s successor, 
Yehoshua, also sends ְמַרגְּלִים (meraglim, spies) into the Land of Canaan. While Moshe 
sent 12, Yehoshua sent two—and we don’t know their names.

But we do know about the Canaanite woman 
who protected them, Rahav. She lived in the 
wall of ֹיְִריחו (Yeriho, Jericho), and the two 
meraglim were at her house when the king 
heard there were spies in the city. The king’s 
soldiers questioned Rahav, and she lied to 
protect the spies. She hid them in the straw 
on her roof, and she told the soldiers that the 
meraglim had already left, sending the soldiers 
on a wild goose chase out of the city!

Rahav later explains that she believes in 
the God of Israel and the destiny of Benei 
Yisrael to enter the land. In return for saving 
the meraglim, she asks that they make sure 
she and her family are kept safe when Benei 
Yisrael eventually destroy Yeriho. They agree 
that she will hang a red rope outside her 
window when Benei Yisrael come, so Benei 
Yisrael will know which house to protect. Then 
she lets them down the wall through her 
window so they could escape.

Rahav survives the destruction of Yeriho, and 
afterwards joins Benei Yisrael. (According 
to the Gemara, Megillah 14b, she marries 
Yehoshua!) Yehoshua and his meraglim 
learned that, even among the enemy, there 
are still good people who follow God.

15:5-12). There is a saying in the Talmud (from Rabbi Yohanan, Arakhin 
11a) that the music of the Levi’im always went along with the ritual of wine 
libation (that’s a fancy way to say pouring). Therefore, if there was wine in the 
mishkan, there must have also been song.

And that’s where you can find music in the mishkan!



?What’s Going On Here  •  ָמה זֶה

Parashah Scavenger Hunt Answers: 
 1. Grapes (13:20)
 2. Ahiman, Sheishai, and Talmai (13:21)
 3. Calev (14:24)
 4. The meraglim spent 40 days in the land, and Benei 

Yisrael are punished one year for each day (14:34)
 5. Half a ִהין (hin, a measurement that’s approximately 

three quarts) (15:9)
 6. The shoresh ר.ו.ם in ִרימוּ ְתרוָּמה כְִּתרוַּמת  tarimu) ּתָ

terumah k’terumat, you shall set aside a gift as a gift 
like a gift of…) (15:20)

 7. On the corners (15:38)
 8. Amalek (14:43,45)

 9. ּ  ָתתוּרוּ and (ve-yaturu, let them scout; 13:2) וְיָֻתרו
(taturu, go astray; 15:39)—both words mean to 
check something out, but the second one suggests 
that maybe the mission to check out the land was 
problematic from the beginning. 

10. It’s in Shemot chapter 5, which talks about how 
Pharaoh ordered the people לְקֹׁשֵׁש ַקׁש לַּתֶבֶן 
(lekosheish kash lateven, to gather straw to make 
mortar). Now you can see one reason why it was so 
upsetting that the man in our parashah was a ְמקֹׁשֵׁש 
(mekosheish, gatherer)—what he did must have 
reminded the people of slavery!

Devash is a weekly parashah magazine that 
makes Torah learning sweet. By engaging 
directly with texts and taking kids seriously 
as Jews, Devash helps children (ages 7+) and 
grown-ups discover the weekly Torah portion. 

To subscribe to future issues or for free downloads, visit: hadar.org/devash

For support teaching this and other texts in 
your school, check out PoP! hadar.org/pop  

This publication 

contains words of 

Torah, so please treat 

it with appropriate 

reverence

What exactly is tekhelet? 

The Gemara (Menahot 44a) says that tekhelet is a special blue dye that comes from the 
blood of a creature called a ִחלָּזוֹן (hilazon). The Gemara goes on to say that this blueish dye 
was expensive and very rare because the hilazon only surfaced once every 70 years! 

After the Romans destroyed the Second Temple, the hilazon’s identity was forgotten, and the 
secret of how to make tekhelet was lost. It became common for people to only have white 
strings on their tzitzit (Bemidbar Rabbah 17:5). Throughout history, some people have tried 
to rediscover the hilazon. Around when many of your parents were kids, scientists were able 
to use DNA evidence to match the shells of ancient hilazon to an existing species. Based on 
that, the hilazon seems to be a snail called murex trunculus, and it lives in the Mediterranean 
Sea, right off the coast of Israel. Now, many Jews have started to wear tekhelet in their tzitzit 
again with a dye made from that snail. 

In modern Hebrew, “tekhelet” means a turquoise shade of blue.

Benei Yisrael are commanded to put צִיצִת (tzitzit, fringes) on the corners of 
their garments, and to attach strings of ּתְכֵלֶת (tekhelet). 


