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In This Week’s Parashah  •  ָמה ּבַָּפָרָׁשה
 Benei Yisrael are instructed to go to two 

mountains, Har Gerizim and Har Eival, to 
announce blessings and curses from God, 
when they eventually enter Eretz Yisrael.

 A theme of our parashah is the central place 
for worship. This will be the  
Beit Ha-Mikdash in Yerushalayim. 

 must be (korbanot, sacrifices) ָקְרבָּנוֹת  
offered only there. The korbanot of 
Pesah, Shavuot, Sukkot, and Shabbat 
must be brought there, and coming 
together to do that would be joyous.

  Farmers would bring and eat a tenth of 
all their produce there. 

 Moshe tells Benei Yisrael they are God’s 
children, and they should follow the mitzvot. 

  Animals can be slaughtered for food. 
They need to chew their cud and have 
split hooves. Fish need fins and scales. 
You can’t eat any of the birds the Torah 
lists as non-Kosher. You can’t eat blood.

  Be careful of false prophets, or others 
who tempt you to worship idols.

 (shemittah, the year of release) ׁשְִמּטָה  
happens every seven years. At this time, 
loans are forgiven. 

  Look out for people in need, and be 
generous with giving צְָדָקה (tzedakah, 
charity).
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The ׁשָלֹׁש ְרגָלִים (shalosh regalim)—Pesah, Shavuot, and Sukkot—are the 
three major holidays when Benei Yisrael used to travel to Yerushalayim to 
celebrate at the Beit Ha-Mikdash.

Here’s a midrash that gives two reasons 
why happiness is not mentioned in the 
pesukim about Pesah. 

   Midrash  •  ִמְדָרׁש

ילקוט שמעוני

ַאּתָה מוֹצֵא ׁשֶבַּּפֶַסח ַהּתְבוָּאה 
ֶׂה  נִדֹּנֶת, וְֵאין ָאָדם יוֵֹדעַ ִאם עוֹש

ֶׂה. ָנָה, ִאם ֵאינוֹ עוֹש ַהּשׁ

ָּבָר ַאֵחר, בִּׁשְבִיל ׁשֶּמֵתוּ בּוֹ ַהּמִצְִריִּים.  ד
וְכֵן ַאּתָה מוֹצֵא כָּל ׁשִבְעַת יְֵמי ֶהָחג ָאנוּ 

קוִֹרין בֶָּהן ֶאת ַהַהלֵּל ֲאבָל בַּּפֶַסח ֵאין 
ָאנוּ קוִֹרין ֶאת ַהַהלֵּל ֶאלָּא בְּיוֹם טוֹב 
וּם "בִּנְפֹל  ָהִראׁשוֹן וְלֵילוֹ. לָּמָה? ִמּשׁ

ְָׂמח" )משלי כד:יז(. אוֹיִבְךָ ַאל ּתִש

Yalkut Shimoni

On Pesah, God decides whether crops 
will grow, so at that time no one knows 
yet if it will be a successful year or not.

Another possibility: It’s because the 
Egyptians died. On Sukkot, we say full Hallel 
all seven days long, but on Pesah we only 
do this on the first night and the first day. 
Why? “If your enemy falls, do not be happy” 
(Mishlei 24:17).

The Torah mentions joy— ַָׂמְחּתָ  ,vesamahta) וְש
you shall be happy)—when discussing two of 
the regalim: Shavuot (Devarim 16:11) and Sukkot 
(Devarim 16:14-15). Why is being happy connected 
to these, but not to Pesah?! 

A lot of midrashim are bugged by something unusual in the Torah text
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 Why do you think it's hard to have joy if you don't know whether 
you're going to have enough crops, or enough food?

  Is there something about the future you worry about?



Notice the bold words? 

Why does the Torah use two different words to mean “if”? 

If (asher) we obey → we get blessed.

If (im) we disobey → we get cursed.  

 Why shouldn't we be completely happy if our enemies fall? 
Isn't that when people usually become the most happy?

 What does it say about our Jewish holidays, that our 
happiness should be limited by our thoughts about other 
people? How do you see that in the pesukim about being 
happy on Shavuot and Sukkot?
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דברים יא:כו-כח

ְרֵאה ָאנֹכִי נֵֹתן לִפְנֵיכֶם ַהיּוֹם בְָּרכָה 
וְּקלָלָה:

ֶאת ַהבְָּרכָה ֲאׁשֶר ּתִׁשְְמעוּ ֶאל ִמצְוֺת 
ה' ֱאלֵֹקיכֶם ֲאׁשֶר ָאנֹכִי ְמצַוֶּה ֶאְתכֶם 

ַהיּוֹם:

וְַהקְּלָלָה ִאם לֹא ִתׁשְְמעוּ ֶאל ִמצְוֺת ה' 
ֶרךְ… ֶּ ֱאלֵֹקיכֶם וְַסְרּתֶם ִמן ַהד

Devarim 11:26-28

See, this day I set before you blessing and 
curse:

Blessing, if (asher) you obey the mitzvot of 
God your Lord that I command you this day;

And curse, if (im) you do not obey the 
mitzvot of God your Lord, but turn away from 
the path…

 Commentary  •  ַּפְרָׁשנּות

Look back at Devash 
for Beshallah to see 
another midrash 
about not celebrating 
the Egyptians' deaths.
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Eastern Europe, 
200 years ago
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Here are explanations from two ּפְַרׁשָנִים 
(parshanim, commentators). 

According to Malbim, asher means something 
closer to “that,” and the pasuk means:

Blessings are that you obey the mitzvot…

In other words, obeying the mitzvot IS the blessing!

According Rashi, “asher” tells us 
that we are blessed even before we 
obey. Then the blessing helps us by 
motivating us to do the right thing.

(But the curse is different because 
it only kicks in “im” - if - we actually 
disobey!) 

רש"י

"ֶאת ַהבְָּרכָה ֲאׁשֶר ּתִׁשְְמעוּ" - 
.ּ עַל ְמנָת ֲאׁשֶר ּתִׁשְְמעו

Rashi

“Blessing, if (asher) you obey”—(the 
blessing comes) in order that you 
should obey.

מלבי"ם

ׁשֶּתִׁשְְמעוּ ֶאל ִמצְוֹת ה' - הוּא ַהבְָּרכָה.

ָׂכָר וְָהעֹנֶׁש ׁשֶבָּעוֹלָם  וְלֹא ּתְַחׁשְבוּ ׁשֶַהּש
ֶׂה. ָּבָר ׁשֶחוּץ ֵמַהּמַעֲש ַהזֶּה הוּא ד

Malbim

Listening to God’s mitzvot—that itself 
is the blessing.

Don’t think that reward and 
punishment in this world is something 
different from your action itself. 



!Tell Me More About This  •  ּבֹואּו נְַדּבֵר עַל זֶה 

Many ּפְַרׁשָנִים (parshanim, commentators) really notice and focus in on 
even the smallest details—for example, what is the difference between 
?(asher) ֲאׁשֶר and (im) ִאם

Sometimes, though, a parshan also might believe that the Torah uses 
words or phrases without us being able to learn any deeper meaning 
behind it. 

So, another possibility here—against Rashi and Malbim—is that there is 
no difference in meaning between im and asher! This is the position of 
R. Saadiah Gaon, 
who says that asher 
means im here. In 
other places in the 
Torah (like Bereishit 
31:52 and 43:7), even 
Rashi says that asher 
and im are the same. 
Maybe the Torah 
used two different 
words to mean “if”—
and that’s that! 
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 Think about Malbim: What’s an example of when 
doing a mitzvah can feel like a blessing?

 Think about Rashi: What kinds of blessings help you 
do mitzvot? If we use our blessings to do mitzvot, 
does that change the way we think or feel about 
those blessings?

Send us your thoughts or 
questions from learning the 
parashah. We’ll write back to 
you, and some will get published 
in future issues of Devash!Write to us at devash@hadar.org

What's another 
way to say "if"?
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learn one way the parashah 

 practically impacts our liv
es 

Halakhah  •  ֲהלָכָה

Let’s say you enjoy doing a particular mitzvah and want to 
make it even better. Can you add on to it? 

Actually, this could be a problem. 

This pasuk is the source for בַּל ּתוִֹסיף (bal tosif), the principle that 
you’re not allowed to add onto mitzvot. Quoting a midrash, Rashi 
explains that the problem with bal tosif is when a person tries to 
add new components to an existing mitzvah. For example:

דברים יג:א

ָּבָר ֲאׁשֶר ָאנֹכִי ְמצַוֶּה ֶאְתכֶם  ֵאת כָּל ַהד
אֹתוֹ ִתׁשְְמרוּ לַעֲשׂוֹת לֹא תֵֹסף עָלָיו 

וְלֹא ִתגְַרע ִמּמֶנּוּ:

Devarim 13:1

Everything I command you, you shall be 
careful to do.  
Don’t add to it, or subtract from it.

The four ּיוֹת ָרׁשִ   ,parashiyot) ּפָ
sections) of Torah that are inside tefillin 

are inspiring. But how about adding a fifth? 
I can think of some fantastic Torah passages 

that could really enhance my tefillin. 

I’m ready for Sukkot with my 
lulav, etrog, hadassim, and 
aravot. Now let’s throw in a 

lovely rose or two! 
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How to know if it’s bal tosif

 It’s bal tosif only if a person has כַּוָּנָה (kavvanah, inner intention) 
to fulfill a mitzvah while adding to it (Rosh Hashanah 28b). So, 
if you really like matzah, you can eat it throughout the year, as 
long as you don’t have the intention to be fulfilling the mitzvah of 
eating matzah—that’s just for on Pesah! 

 Adding to a mitzvah is not the same as repeating a mitzvah. So, 
it’s no problem to hear Kiddush multiple times on Shabbat, or 
to hear more shofar blasts than required on Rosh Hashanah 
(Tosafot on Rosh Hashanah 16b). For this reason, if you’re unsure 
about whether you did a mitzvah or not, it’s fine to repeat it 
without being worried about bal tosif.

You shall eat ice cream 
three times a day?

However, some people 
think the pasuk is actually 
a warning not to invent 
entirely new mitzvot that 
aren’t in the Torah. 

It’s such a shame ת ּכֲֹהִנים ְרּכַ  Birkat) ּבִ
Kohanim, the Priestly Blessing) is 

so short. I’d love to add some more 
pesukim to the blessing!
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 One-Minute Debate  •  ַּדָּקה ֶׁשל ִּדּיּוןּ

How to play:
Here is a topic for debate along with some suggested arguments, 
but feel free to come up with your own.

�	 Assign people to the “Agree” or “Disagree” sides. 

�	 Each side gets 30 seconds to make their case. 

�	 At the end, the group votes on a winner. 

Disagree!
 What a schlep to have to go 
all the way to Yerushalayim. 
Imagine if you lived a full 
day’s donkey ride away!

 God is everywhere, so we 
should be able to worship 
God in any place.

Debate: It would be cool to have one central place to go to 
worship God. 

Agree!
  Imagine how inspiring it 
would be to know that you 
are in the place of worship, 
where it all happens.  

  When you took your trip 
to this special place, you’d 
probably run into tons of 
friends and relatives. Fun! 

Disagree

Agree

Devarim 12:16

But you must not eat the blood; you shall 
pour it out on the ground like water.

דברים יב:טז 

ם לֹא תֹאכֵלוּ עַל ָהָאֶרץ  ָּ ַרק ַהד
ּתִׁשְּפְכֶנּוּ כַּּמָיִם:

A Moment of Hebrew  •  ֶרגַע ֶׁשל ִעבְִרית

ּפֹךְ )ׁשֶֹרׁש ש.פ.כ( לִׁשְ
 To spill or pour 

(lishpokh)
ׁשֶן =  ֶּ ׁשֶפֶךְ ַהד
The place where the kohanim 
poured the ashes from their 
sacrifices (shefekh ha-deshen)
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ַמׁשְּפֵךְ = 
Funnel 
(mashpeikh)

לִׁשְּפֹךְ ֶאת ַהלֵּב = 
To pour your heart out 
(lishpokh et ha-lev)

ׁשָפוּךְ = 
Exhausted 
(shafukh)

Find the Word! 
God gave Moshe some signs and tricks to help him convince Benei Yisrael that God had sent 
him. One of these signs involved pouring a liquid on the ground and watching it transform. 
What was the liquid, and what did it become? Can you find the word that means to pour out? 
(Hint: It’s in Shemot chapter 4.)

Copyright (c) 2022 by Hadar | Devash: Re’eh 2022 by Hadar is licensed under a Creative Commons. 
Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License.

ים ִט֑ ּפָ ׁשְ ים ְוֶאת־ַהּמִ ֖ ֻחּקִ ל־ַהֽ ת ּכָ ֵא֥

ם ר־ּבָ֔ ל־ֲאׁשֶ ְוֶאת־ּכָ

דברים יא:לב

שמות כ:יא

We have learned so many special notes for Torah reading. But does every word 
in the Torah get a note? Actually, you might be surprised to learn that the answer 
is no! Some words don’t get their own notes. Instead, they get attached to nearby 
words and just “hitch a ride.” Check out this phrase from our parashah:

There are five words there, but only three notes! But you can’t really have a word 
without a note, so we join the words without notes to ones with notes with a special 
dash, called a makaf. The makaf tells you that the word before just gets sung together 
with the word as if they are one. Here is an example of four words on a single note 
from earlier in the Torah (it might be familiar from Kiddush on Shabbat afternoon):

So next time you see a word without a note, don’t feel too bad for it. Look 
for the makaf—it’s kind of like the next word offering a helping hand and 
welcoming that first word in, to come sing together.

Torah Trop  •  ַטעֲֵמי ַהִּמְקָרא

Devarim 11:32

all the rules and laws

Shemot 20:11

and all that is in them

Before or 
after Shabbat, 

scan to hear how 
makaf attaches multiple 

words to one note!
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Parashah Scavenger Hunt  •  ְׁשֵאלֹות ַהָּׁשבּוַע

Look for  

the answers 

 on page 12!

*

The answers to the first seven questions can be found in the 
matching numbered aliyah in the Torah reading. The answers 
to the last three are harder and can come from anywhere in 
the parashah.

When Benei Yisrael get to 
Eretz Yisrael, where are they 
supposed to read the curse?

When eating an animal, 
what are you supposed 
to do with its blood?

Can you listen to a prophet who says to 
worship other gods if the prophet actually 
makes something amazing happen as a sign 
of the prophecy’s truth? Why or why not?

In the list of forbidden animals 
in our parashah, how many 
animals are listed as specifically 
permitted to eat?

You are supposed to take a tenth of 
all of your field’s produce to God’s 
chosen place each year. But what if it 
is too far and too heavy to do that?

How frequently are 
you supposed to 
forgive all loans?

What are the names given 
for the three holidays 
mentioned in our parashah?

How many times does our 
parashah mention the 
 the) ָמקוֹם ֲאׁשֶר יִבְַחר ה׳
place God will choose)?

What specific date is 
given for Sukkot in our 
parashah?

What specific date is 
given for Shavuot in 
our parashah?

1

3

2

4

5

7
8

9
10

6

Good luck!

aliyot:
1) Devarim 11:26 to 12:10 

2) 12:11 to 12:28

3) 12:29 to 13:19

4) 14:1 to 14:21

5) 14:22 to 14:29

6) 15:1 to 15:18

7) 15:19 to 16:17



!Tell Me More About This  •  ּבֹואּו נְַדּבֵר עַל זֶה 

Our ַָבוּע  Scavenger Hunt this week (p. 10 and 12) got us to notice / ׁשְֵאלוֹת ַהּשׁ
that the holidays are called different things in different places in the Torah 
(like Hag Ha-Sukkot, which is also called Hag Ha-Asif), and that sometimes 
details of a holiday are missing in one place but show up in another (like the 
date of Sukkot). What’s going on here?

One reason is that the lists of our holidays show up in at least four different 
places in the Torah. Each spot emphasizes different aspects, for example:

The Torah is not as easy to follow as an instruction manual, but it's also not as 
boring! For whatever reason, the Torah teaches its ideas in complicated ways, 
sharing different details in different places. This makes Torah learning exciting, 
because we get to keep discovering new things, even if we think a topic has 
been covered already. It also means we have to pay extra attention because 
there could be important differences between sections that seem like they're 
just repeating!

Shemot (Parashat Ki Tissa) 
Pilgrimage, that people should come to the Beit Ha-Mikdash on each of 
the holidays (Shemot 34)

Vayikra (Parashat Emor)
Takes us through the whole year and tells us roughly what we should be 
doing and bringing to the Beit Ha-Mikdash (Vayikra 23) 

Bemidbar (Parashat Pinhas) 
Gives us the details of the sacrifices for each holiday (Bemidbar 28-29)

Devarim (Parashat Re'eh) 
Each holiday reminds us of one aspect of being freed from slavery 
(Devarim 16:1-17)
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 Why do you think the Torah doesn’t just teach us about the holidays 
once, and be done with it? 



?What’s Going On Here  •  ָמה זֶה

Parashah Scavenger Hunt Answers: 
(11:29) (Har Eival, Mount Eival) ַהר עֵיבָל .1 
 2. Pour it on the ground (12:16)
 3. No! The Torah says that is God testing your loyalty (13:4)
 4. Ten: 1) ׁשוֹר (shor, ox), 2) ָׂבִים ֵׂה כְש  ,seh khesavim) ש

sheep), 3) ֵׂה עִזִּים  ,(ayal, deer) ַאיָּל (4 ,(seh izzim, goat) ש
 ַאקּוֹ (7 ,(yahmur, roebuck) יְַחמוּר (6 ,(tzvi, gazelle) צְבִי (5
(akko, wild goat), 8) ִדיׁשֹן (dishon, ibex), 9) ְֹתאו (te’o, 
antelope), 10) זֶָמר (zamer, mountain sheep) (14:4-5)

 5. You can take an equal amount of money instead, and 
use it to buy food to eat in God’s chosen place (14:24-
26)

 6. Every seven years (15:1-2)
 ;(Hag Ha-Matzot, festival of matzahs) ַחג ַהּמַצּוֹת .7 

ָבֻעוֹת  ;(Hag Ha-Shavuot, festival of weeks) ַחג ַהׁשּ
(16:16) (Hag Ha-Sukkot, festival of booths) ַחג ַהּסֻכּוֹת

 8. There doesn’t seem to be one! We are told that it 
happens seven weeks after the standing grain is first 
cut down (16:9-10). Elsewhere, the Torah says that this 
counting of weeks starts ַבָּת -mimahorat ha) ִמּמֳָחַרת ַהׁשּ
shabbat), which we understand as referring to the 2nd 
day of Pesah. That puts Shavuot at the 6th of Sivan.

 9. There doesn’t seem to be one! We are told that it 
happens when you are gathering in grain and wine 
(16:13). Elsewhere, the Torah says that this happens 
on the 15th of the seventh month (which we know as 
Tishrei).

10. 16 times! (12:5, 12:11, 12:14, 12:18, 12:21, 12:26, 14:23, 14:24, 
14:25, 15:20, 16:2, 16:6, 16:7, 16:11, 16:15, 16:16)

 R. Akiva says it’s someone who used to be a real, and good, prophet. 
That’s how they were able to perform miracles. The Torah is warning us 
that, if a prophet breaks away from God, we have to stop listening to them 
(Sanhedrin 90a).

 Rambam says it may look like a nevi sheker can perform miracles, but it’s 
just tricks and illusions.

 Ramban argues that a nevi sheker was a bad guy who actually could 
perform real miracles!

Devash is a weekly parashah magazine that 
makes Torah learning sweet. By engaging 
directly with texts and taking kids seriously 
as Jews, Devash helps children (ages 7+) and 
grown-ups discover the weekly Torah portion. 

To subscribe to future issues or for free downloads, visit: hadar.org/devash

For support teaching this and other texts in 
your school, check out PoP! hadar.org/pop  

This publication 

contains words of 

Torah, so please treat 

it with appropriate 

reverence

Benei Yisrael are warned not to follow the words of a נְבִיא ׁשֶֶקר (nevi 
sheker, false prophet). The Torah describes this as a person who 
performs miracles, but then tells Benei Yisrael to worship other gods 
(Devarim 13). 

Who exactly is this nevi sheker, and what gives them the power to 
perform miracles? 


