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Because learning Torah is sweet

Noah 
נַֹח

In This Week’s Parashah  •  ָמה ּבַָּפָרָׁשה

 All creatures become corrupt, and the world is full of ָחָמס (hamas, violence and oppression), 
so God decides to destroy the world, and commands Noah to build a ּתֵבָה (teivah, ark).

 Noah is told to get himself and his family, two of every non-kosher animal, and fourteen of 
every kosher animal on the teivah.

 It rains for 40 days and nights, creating a flood that destroys everything.

 The flood lasts for 150 days.

  Noah sends out a raven—and then a dove— 
   to see if the water has gone away. The dove  
   returns with an olive branch in its mouth.

 God tells Noah to leave the teivah and repopulate the earth.

 God promises never to destroy the world through a flood again and makes a 
rainbow the sign of that promise.

 The people of the world all speak the same language and begin to build a ל ָּ  ִמגְד
(migdal, tower). 

 God confuses the people with different languages, so the place is called בָּבֶל (Bavel, 
confusion), and God scatters them over the earth.
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Understanding the Verses  •  ְּפַׁשט ַהְּפסּוִקים

בראשית ח:כא
וַיַָּרח ה' ֶאת ֵריַח ַהנִּיחַֹח 

וַיֹּאֶמר ה' ֶאל לִבּוֹ 

לֹא אִֹסף לְַקלֵּל עוֹד ֶאת ָהֲאָדָמה בַּעֲבוּר 
ָהָאָדם 

כִּי יֵצֶר לֵב ָהָאָדם ַרע ִמנְּעָֻריו 

וְלֹא אִֹסף עוֹד לְַהכּוֹת ֶאת כׇּל ַחי כֲַּאׁשֶר 
ִׂיִתי:  עָש

Bereishit 8:21

God smelled the pleasing odor, 

and God said in God’s heart:

“I will never again doom the earth because 
of humanity,

since the yetzer (conscience) of the human 
mind is evil from youth;

and I will never again destroy every living 
being, as I have done.”

 What do you notice? What are you 
wondering about?

 How do you understand God’s words? 
What do you think about the idea that 
it’s in peoples’ nature to be bad? What 
do you think that’s talking about?

 Compare this pasuk to what God says 
about humans’ yetzer before God 
brought the mabul! Look it up: Bereishit 
6:5-7. There, it seems that having an evil 
yetzer could be a reason to punish the 
people, but here it looks like a reason 
not to punish the people. How do you 
understand God before the mabul, and 
how do you understand God after? 
What do you think changed? 

The ַמבּוּל (mabul, flood) ends, and Noah and 
his family come out of their ּתֵבָה (teivah, ark). 
Noah builds a ִַמזְבֵּח (mizbei’ah, altar), and 
offers sacrifices to God. 

Here is God’s response: 

Before or after Shabbat, 

scan to listen to a 

discussion of this pasuk! 

The Noah episode of 

TORAH TIME 

will be live on 

October 24, 2022.
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   Midrash  •  ִמְדָרׁש

בראשית ז:ו-ז
וְנַֹח בֶּן ׁשֵׁש ֵמאוֹת ׁשָנָה וְַהּמַבּוּל 

ָהיָה ַמיִם עַל ָהָאֶרץ:

וַיָּבֹא נַֹח וּבָנָיו וְִאׁשְּתוֹ וּנְׁשֵי בָנָיו 
ִאּתוֹ ֶאל ַהּתֵבָה ִמּפְנֵי ֵמי ַהּמַבּוּל:

בראשית רבה לב:ו
ָאַמר ַרבִּי יוָֹחנָן נַֹח ְמֻחּסָר ֱאמוּנָה 

ָהיָה, ִאלּוּלֵי ׁשִֶהגִּיעוּ ַהּמַיִם עַד 
ַקְרֻסלָּיו לֹא נִכְנַס לַּתֵבָה.

Bereishit 7:6-7

Noah was 600 years old, and the flood brought water 
upon the earth.

Noah came, with his sons, his wife, and his sons’ 
wives, into the ark because of the waters of the flood.

Bereishit Rabbah

R. Yohanan said: Noah didn’t have enough 
faith. If the water hadn’t reached his ankles, he 
wouldn’t have entered the teivah. 

 Why do you think we have a hard time believing some 
things? Does that tell you anything about human nature?

 Noah was a great person, but he had trouble believing 
something very important. Can we still look up to Noah 
knowing that he wasn't perfect? How so?

According to this 
midrash, even though 
Noah had spent years 
and years building 
the teivah, he didn’t 

really believe that the 
 would (mabul, flood) ַמבּוּל

happen–until he saw the 
rain coming down, and he 

actually felt wet.

A lot of midrashim are 

bugged by something 

unusual in the Torah text
If it were me, I would have gotten into the ּתֵבָה 
(teivah, ark) before the rain started! But in the 
pesukim, it sounds like the flood started first, 
and then Noah got on board. Is that really what 
happened? Why??
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 Commentary  •  ַּפְרָׁשנּות

 Do you ever feel like you don't have enough 
courage to act? Can you think of a time when 
you could use a little more belief in yourself? 

 The Kedushat Levi says: Learn from Noah, and 
believe more in yourself! What do you think it 
means to believe in yourself?

What was the problem with building this ל ָּ  ?(migdal, tower) ִמגְד

בראשית יא:ד
ל  ָּ וַיֹּאְמרוּ ָהבָה נִבְנֶה לָּנוּ עִיר וִּמגְד
ֶׂה לָּנוּ ׁשֵם ּפֶן  ַָמיִם וְנַעֲש וְרֹאׁשוֹ בַׁשּ

נָפוּץ עַל ּפְנֵי כׇל ָהָאֶרץ:

אברהם אבן עזרא
וְִהנֵּה ַהכָּתוּב גָּלָה ֶחפְצָם וְסוֹף 

עְּתָם לִבְנוֹת עִיר גְּדוֹלָה לְמוֹׁשָבָם,  ַּ ד
ל גָּבוֹּהַ לְִהיוֹת לֶָהם  ָּ וְלִבְנוֹת ִמגְד

לְאוֹת וּלְׁשֵם, וְלַָדעַת ְמקוֹם ָהעִיר 
לַהוֹלְכִים חוּצָה כְּרוֹעֵי ַהּמְִקנֶה.

Bereishit 11:4

And they said, “Come let us build a city, and a tower 
with its top in the sky, to make a name for ourselves, 
otherwise we’ll be scattered all over the world.”

Ibn Ezra (Spain, 900 years ago)

The Torah reveals their intention. They 
wanted to build a great city to live in, and a 
tall tower to be noticed, so that everyone 
around the city (like shepherds) would 
know their city. 

The Kedushat Levi (Eastern Europe, 250 years 
ago) understands this midrash a little differently. 
He thinks Noah did believe that the mabul would 
happen. But he didn't believe enough in himself, 
and that's why he froze. 



 Which words in the pasuk could be evidence for this understanding?

 How does the Netziv understand the introductory pasuk (Bereishit 11:1), 
where we hear that everyone on earth had ָׂפָה ֶאָחת וְּדבִָרים ֲאָחִדים  the) ש
same language and the same words)? Can you explain how he connects 
this pasuk to our pasuk?

 Having to be the same as other people is sometimes called conforming. 
Why might communities sometimes want people to conform? 

When is conforming a positive thing, and when is it hurtful?

 How is God’s reaction–mixing up all the languages 
and scattering all the people–appropriate for people 
who are too arrogant (Ibn Ezra’s explanation)? How is it 
appropriate for people who want too much conformity 

(Netziv’s explanation)? 

נצי"ב
ָאְמנָם יֵׁש לְָהבִין ָמה ָחׁשְׁשוּ ִאם יֵצְאוּ 

כַּּמָה לְֶאֶרץ ַאֶחֶרת.

ְּבִָרים  וּמוּבָן ׁשֶזֶּה ָהיָה ׁשַיָּךְ לַ"ד
ֲאָחִדים" ׁשֶָהיָה בֵּינֵיֶהם )בראשית 
עוֹת בְּנֵי ָאָדם  ֵּ יא:א(. וּבֲַאׁשֶר ֵאין ד
ׁשָווֹת, ָחׁשְׁשוּ ׁשֶלֹּא יֵצְאוּ בְּנֵי ָאָדם 
עָה זוֹ וְיְִהיוּ בְַּמֲחׁשָבָה ַאֶחֶרת,  ֵּ ִמד

עַל כֵּן ָהיוּ ַמׁשְגִּיִחים ׁשֶלֹּא יֵצֵא ִאיׁש 
וּב ׁשֶלֶָּהם... ִמיִּּשׁ

Netziv (Eastern Europe, 150 years ago)

We need to understand why the people in 
Bavel were concerned that some of them 
might leave for other places. 

This is connected to them all having the 
“same words” (Bereishit 11:1). The people in 
Bavel wanted to make sure everyone in their 
group would think the same thoughts. That’s 
why they didn’t want anyone to leave their 
community…  

Ibn Ezra thinks the problem was that the people were too 
arrogant. They wanted others to notice them and think 
they were important.

You don't have to all be 
the same, you know!
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 One-Minute Debate  •  ַּדָּקה ֶׁשל ִּדּיּוןּ

How to play:
Here is a topic for debate along with some suggested arguments, 
but feel free to come up with your own.

�	 Assign people to the “Agree” or “Disagree” sides. 

�	 Each side gets 30 seconds to make their case. 

�	 At the end, the group votes on a winner. 

Disagree!
  Have you been to the Grand Canyon? 
Niagara Falls? Nature is full of amazing 
things, and each of us finds inspiration 
in different aspects of nature. 

  If you get too close to a rainbow, it 
disappears. Try finding something you 
can touch. 

  Don’t you know it’s not polite to point 
at rainbows?

Debate: Rainbows are the most powerful symbol in nature.

Agree!
  Rainbows are so rare, and spotting one 
is really exciting. If you’re driving in a car 
and you see a rainbow, you just have to 
pull over to the side of the road, get out, 
and take a few minutes to experience it.

  The Torah tells us that rainbows 
represent God’s commitment to us, that 
humanity will never be destroyed. What 
could be more comforting?

Halakhah  •  ֲהלָכָה

Prayer in Languages other than Hebrew

Parashat Noah tells us how the world came 
to be filled with different languages. But can 
you pray in languages other than Hebrew? 

The Talmud (Sotah 33a) says that you can pray in 
any language if you’re praying בְּצִבּוּר (b’tzibbur, in 
community). But when praying בְּיִָחיד (b’yahid, as an 
individual), you can’t pray in Aramaic, because the 
angels, who help carry our prayers to God, don’t 
deal with anything said in Aramaic. 

Lea
rn o

ne way the parashah practically impacts our lives
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אורח חיים קא:ד
יָכוֹל לְִהְתּפַלֵּל בְּכָל לָׁשוֹן ׁשֶיְִּרצֶה, וְָהנֵי 

ִמלֵּי בְּצִבּוּר, ֲאבָל בְּיִָחיד לֹא יְִתּפַלֵּל ֶאלָּא 
בִּלְׁשוֹן ַהקֶֹּדׁש.

וֵֹאל צְָרכָיו,  ָהנֵי ִמלֵּי כְּׁשֶּשׁ ְּ וְיֵׁש אוְֹמִרים ד
כְּגוֹן ׁשִֶהְתּפַלֵּל עַל חוֹלֶה אוֹ עַל ׁשוּם צַעַר 

ׁשֶיֵּׁש לוֹ בְּבֵיתוֹ, ֲאבָל ּתְפִלָּה ַהקְּבוּעָה 
לַצִּבּוּר, ֲאפִלּוּ יִָחיד יָכוֹל לְאוְֹמָרּה בְּכָל 

לָׁשוֹן.

וֵֹאל צְָרכָיו  ַאף יִָחיד כְּׁשֶּשׁ ְּ וְיֵׁש אוְֹמִרים ד
יָכוֹל לִׁשְאוֹל בְּכָל לָׁשוֹן ׁשֶיְִּרצֶה, חוּץ 

ִמלְּׁשוֹן ֲאַרּמִי.

Orah Hayyim 101:4

1) You can pray in any language if you’re 
praying with others, but you must pray 
in Hebrew when alone.

2) If you’re making a request for 
something specific to you, it should be 
in Hebrew. But any language works if 
you’re praying something that everyone 
in the community says, like the Amidah.

3) You can always pray in any language, 
unless it’s Aramaic, which only works in 
a community.

According to all the views, it is 
ok to say the Amidah in shul in 
any language. The Hatam Sofer 

thought that praying in a 
language that’s not Hebrew 

should only be done as 
needed, but not as an ideal 
(Orah Hayyim, 84 and 86). 

There are definitely 
competing values here. 

On one hand, it’s really 
good to understand what 
we are saying in tefillah. 

On the other hand, 
Hebrew is very special 

and powerful, the Torah is 
in Hebrew, and the Rabbis 

used Hebrew for their 
prayers. So praying in Hebrew 

has value, even if you don’t 
understand all the words (Be’ur 
Halakhah Orah Hayyim 101:4). 

The Shulhan Arukh records different opinions about how to 
apply this gemara:

ּתֹוָדה, 
ה'

Thank you, God

خدایا 
شکرت

Gracias, 

Dios

איך דַאנק 
דיר ה׳

слава 

богу
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Parashah Scavenger Hunt  •  ְׁשֵאלֹות ַהָּׁשבּוַע

Look for  

the answers 

 on page 11!

*

The answers to the first seven questions can be found in the 
matching numbered aliyah in the Torah reading. The answers to 
questions 8 and 9 are harder and can come from anywhere in the 
parashah. The answer to question 10 is in this week’s Haftarah.

What would Noah and 
the animals eat while in 
the ּתֵבָה (teivah, ark)? How old was Noah 

at the time of the 
?(mabul, flood) ַמבּוּל

What two types of birds 
does Noah send out of 
the teivah? What’s the first thing 

Noah does after leaving 
the teivah?

What promise does 
the rainbow signify? 

Who is ִאיׁש ָהֲאָדָמה (ish 
ha-adamah, a man of the 
earth/soil)?

Who is Avram’s father?

From the Haftarah:  
What does the flood 
symbolize?

What does Noah 
plant after finally 
leaving the teivah? 

How many generations 
are there from Noah 
to Avram? 

1

3

2

4

5

7

8
9

10

6

Good luck!

aliyot:
1) Bereishit 6:9 to 6:22 

2) 7:1 to 7:16

3) 7:17 to 8:14

4) 8:15 to 9:7

5) 9:8 to 9:17

6) 9:18 to 10:32

7) 11:1 to 11:32

Haftarah: Yeshayahu 
54:1 to 54:10 for Sefardim 
and 54:1 to 55:5 for 
Ashkenazim

For support teaching this and other texts 
in your school, check out PoP! hadar.org/pop  

To subscribe to future issues or for free downloads, visit: hadar.org/devash



9
HADAR

  ?Who Were Our Sages  •  ִמי ָהיּו ֲחכֵָמינּו

R. Avraham Ibn Ezra was one of the 
most important Jewish writers and 
philosophers ever.

He grew up in Spain about 900 
years ago, where he learned 
science and philosophy with 
leading Muslim teachers. 
He wanted to spread this 
knowledge to Jews throughout 
the world, so he translated 
Arabic science and philosophy into 
Hebrew. He became famous even 
among non-Jews because of his work on 
a navigational tool called the astrolabe.

Ibn Ezra wrote a commentary on the whole 
Tanakh. He was an expert in the Hebrew language 
and wrote the first ever book in Hebrew explaining 
Hebrew grammar. On top of this, he wrote 
huge numbers of poems, some of which are 
sprinkled throughout his Torah commentary.

He had a very hard life and spent his last 
decades traveling the world. His rational, 
grammatical, and straightforward commentary is 
vital to anyone learning Tanakh until today.
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!Tell Me More About This  •  ּבֹואּו נְַדּבֵר עַל זֶה 
The Netziv in this week’s ּפְַרׁשָנוּת / Parshanut section (p. 5) discussed 
the dangers of too much conformity. Here's a text that suggests that 
there are times conformity can be a good thing!

מסכת דרך ארץ ד:ה
לֹא יְֵהא ָאָדם עֵר בֵּין ַהיְׁשֵנִים, וְלֹא 

יָׁשֵן בֵּין ָהעִֵרים, וְלֹא בּוֹכֶה בֵּין 
ַהּשׂוֲֹחִקים, וְלֹא שׂוֵֹחק בֵּין ַהבּוֹכִים, 

וְלֹא יוֹׁשֵב בֵּין ָהעוְֹמִדים, וְלֹא 
עוֵֹמד בֵּין ַהיּוֹׁשְבִים, וְלֹא קוֵֹרא בֵּין 

וֹנִים, וְלֹא ׁשוֹנֶה בֵּין ַהקּוִֹרים.  ַהּשׁ
ָּבָר, לֹא יְׁשַנֶּה ָאָדם  כְּלָלוֹ ׁשֶל ד

עַת ַהבְִּריּוֹת. ַּ ִמד

Massekhet Derekh Eretz 4:5

A person shouldn’t be awake among the 
sleeping, nor asleep among the awake; nor 
crying among the laughing, nor laughing among 
the crying; nor sitting among the standing, nor 
standing among the sitting; nor reading among 
the reciting, nor reciting among the reading. 
The general idea is that a person shouldn’t 
differ from the minds of other people.

In other words, when your friends or community are doing something, there 
may not be a good reason to separate from them. Trying to do your own thing 
in these circumstances could be annoying or distracting to those around you, or 
maybe even give the impression that you don’t respect them very much.

 Conforming without a good reason is not good 
because every person is special. But having unity 
and peace with others certainly is a good  
thing. When do you try to blend in  
and when do you try to stand out?

Send us your 

thoughts or 

questions  

from
 the parashah!

We'll write back to you, and some will get 

published in future issues of Devash.

Write to us at devash@hadar.org
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Parashah Scavenger Hunt Answers: 
 1. Food that Noah gathered and brought to the teivah in 

advance (6:21-22) 
 2. 600 (7:6)
 3. Dove and raven (8:7-8)
 4. Builds an altar and offers sacrifices to God (8:20)
 5. That there will never again be a flood that wipes out the 

world (9:13-16)
 6. Noah (9:20)

 7. Terah (11:26)  
 8. 10 (11:10-27) 
 9. A vineyard (9:20)
10. God being angry with the Jewish people. Just as God 

promised there will never be a flood again to destroy 
the earth, God promises here never to be angry with 
the Jewish people, and that God's mercy and covenant 
of peace will never be taken away. (Yeshayahu 54:9-10)

A Moment of Hebrew  •  ֶרגַע ֶׁשל ִעבְִרית
Bereishit 10:25

Two sons were born to Ever: the name of the 
first was Peleg, for in his days the earth was 
divided; and the name of his brother was Yoktan. 

בראשית י:כה 

וּלְעֵבֶר יֻלַּד ׁשְנֵי בָנִים ׁשֵם 
ָהֶאָחד ּפֶלֶג כִּי בְיָָמיו נִפְלְגָה 

ָהָאֶרץ וְׁשֵם ָאִחיו יְׇקָטן: 

ּפֶלֶג )ׁשֶֹרׁש פ.ל.ג(
 Section, part

 Brook, creek (a smaller 
stream of water that breaks 
off from a larger one) 
(peleg)

Find the Word! 
While this ׁשֶֹרׁש (shoresh, root) doesn’t show up in other 
places in the Torah, it appears several times in Tanakh. 
One of the most well known is in Tehillim 1:3. Can you 
find it? Which meaning of the word is there?

ִמפְלָגָה = 
Political party 
(miflagah)

לְַהפְלִיג = 
To set sail (lehaflig)

ּפְלַג ַהּמִנְָחה = 
Pelag ha-minhah, half of minhah 
(In halakhah, the day is divided into 
chunks. Pelag ha-minhah marks 
the later half of the afternoon; on 
a Friday, it's the earliest time you 
can light Shabbat candles.)

כֻּלֵּי עָלְָמא לָא פְלִיגִי = 
No one disagrees 
(in Aramaic) (kulei 
alma la fligi)

This publication 
contains words of 

Torah, so please treat 
it with appropriate 

reverence



 Prayer in the Parashah  •  ְּתִפּלָה

The instructions for the ּתֵבָה (teivah, ark) 
include this building detail (Bereishit 6:16):

This window probably helped Noah and his family figure out 
what time of day it was, since they didn’t have clocks.

Windows are also important in Jewish prayer.

There are a lot of reasons why windows can add to our tefillah:
  Rashi says looking outside at the sky reminds us that we are speaking to God
  Rambam says it helps us imagine we are closer to Yerushalayim
  The students of Rabbeinu Yonah think that sunlight helps calm our minds so 
we have better כַּוָּנָה (kavvanah, inner focus in prayer)

  The Prisha says that fresh air helps (maybe to keep our tefillot fresh, too!)
  Maharsha says that an open window can help us imagine that our prayers 
are not closed off from going up to heaven and being heard by God

תלמוד בבלי מסכת ברכות דף לא עמוד א
ָאַמר ַרבִּי ִחיָּא בַּר ַאבָּא: לְעוֹלָם יְִתּפַלֵּל ָאָדם 

בְּבַיִת ׁשֶיֵּׁש בּוֹ ַחלּוֹנוֹת. 

Talmud Bavli Berakhot 31a 

R. Hiyyah bar Abba said: A person should 
only pray in a house with windows.

 Can you think of other reasons it might have been 
important for God to command that the teivah have a 
window during the ַמבּוּל (mabul, flood)?

 Can you think of other reasons that being near a window could 
improve your tefillah?

 Try it out! The next time you pray, try standing near a window 
and thinking about some of the ideas here. What do you notice 
about your tefillah when you do this?

Devash is a weekly parashah magazine that makes Torah learning sweet. By engaging directly with texts and taking kids 
seriously as Jews, Devash helps children (ages 7+) and grown-ups discover the weekly Torah portion. 

צֹהַר ּתַעֲֶׂשה לַּתֵבָה

Make a window for the teivah


