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It's a double parashah! We combine Nitzavim and Vayeilekh this week.

Nitzavim is about the N2 (brit, covenant) that bonds God and Benei Yisrael. The brit
includes everyone—from the leaders to the children, people who were part of

Benei Yisrael at that time, and even those who weren't there. God promises

to be our God, and we promise to be faithful.

If we do what's right, we will enjoy blessings. And if we don't do what'’s right... we
can always change our ways and do iT21wWn (teshuvah, return to God).

Moshe emphasizes that Torah and mitzvot are close by and
accessible. These are neither up in the sky nor far across
the sea. This is something that we can do!

In Vayeilekh, Moshe tells Benei Yisrael that he is 120 years
old and his life is coming to an end. He will not be able
enter Eretz Yisrael with them.

+ Moshe encourages the people. He tells

them not to be afraid, God will take care of
them, and Yehoshua will lead them.

. Every seven years on Sukkot, there's
a massive public Torah reading event \“ z’
called i1piT (hakhel). e

God tells
Moshe to write
down the song of
the Torah and teach
it to Benei Yisrael.
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At the beginning of Parashat Nitzavim Moshe explains
that God is entering into a full N2 (brit, covenant)
with Benei Yisrael.

Devarim 29:12 2:v1 0"MAaT
In order to set you up today for God as a N1 DY 12010 30K 0 1vn?
people, and God will be your Lord, just as God 1'7 127 WK 09N 1'7 aROE
spoke to you and swore to your ancestors—to D‘H:IN'7 “pn:m';' vawi TwR1
Avraham, to Yitzhak, and to Yaakov. :1731"'71 7nyv'7

Rashi explains that Moshe is saying something about the
special relationship between the Jewish people and God:

Rashi (France, 1,000 years ago) "YwA
God spoke to you and swore to your ancestors ANIAR? Yvawl 7% 127w n)
that God wouldn't exchange their descendants mAR2 DYl NN l‘]"?l'l‘l‘? NYw
with a different nation. Therefore, God binds upon D:mN IDIN N “]:1'7 nInax
you all these promises so that you do not anger AMvmpn Row 1590 nivaagia
God, since God is not able to separate from you. .0an '773“['7 5177 129% RaTW 0X

Rashi explains that God is SO committed to us that God can
never leave us, no matter how frustrating or disappointing we
might be. We should follow the Torah because God loves us, and
we should show our appreciation. But even if we fall short, God
will never abandon us or separate from us.

Rashi says something similar in Parashat Vayeilekh:

Rashi on Devarim 31:6 1:XY "Mt WA

God will never let you go; you'll 2310 A1y N2 11757 10 XY
never be abandoned by God.



How to play:

+ Here are some arguments to get you started, but try
to come up with your own. Then debate someonel!

+ For a true one-minute debate, give each side 30
seconds to make its best case.

flgree! Disagree!

+ When we read it in shul, it's read + There are a lot of sentences.

with musical notes. They don't look like songs to me.
+ The words of the Torah are very + It's too long to be a song.
poetic and beautiful. + There are a lot of rules and
+ People make a lot of great songs commandments. Not all of those
out of different pesukim. are songs.

OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO O OO OO OO OO OO OO OO O OO OO RO COOOOOOOOOOO

How does it feel to think of God as never separating from you
and never letting go of you?

Does this surprise you? What does this
teach us about God? What does
this teach us about the Jewish
people?

Why is this an important idea
to learn about as the Torah
is coming to an end?

Try it out! The next time
you feel sad or alone, try
thinking about the idea that
God cannot separate from
you or let go of you. What is
that like?

Content and editing by Shoshie Lockshin, Jason Rogoff, Jeremy Tabick, Ethan Tucker, and Effy Unterman.
Design by Jen Klor. lllustration by Noa Kelner.



0 IHIWA Ni7KY - Parashah Scavenger Hunt

The answers to the first seven questions can be found in the
matching numbered aliyah in the Torah reading.

aliyot:

1) Devarim 29:9 to 29:28
2) 30:1 to 30:6

3) 30:7 to 30: 14

4) 30:15 to 31:6

5) 31:7 to 31:13

6) 31:14 to 31:19

T What surprising group of
’ people are included in the
n 2 (brit, covenant)?

21 ¢ In what two places are
R
God’'s commands not
located?

+ To whom did Moshe give the
iTin (torah, teaching) that he
had written down?

. What does God say the
people will never forget?

' What two-word phrase
does Moshe use twice to tell
Yehoshua to have confidence?

To subscribe to future issues
or for free downloads, visit:
hadar.org/devash
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. In Devash, we often talk about the

9 J From the haftarah:

7) 31:20 to 31:30

haftarah: Yeshayahu
6110 to 63:9

* 2 What word in this aliyah
might make you think of
an eight-day-old boy?

» What are we told
to choose?

 Where should Benei Yisrael |
place the "W (shira,
4 song/poem)?

WW (shoresh, root) of a word. But
in our parashah, the word “shoresh” _,
appears, talking about the actual
root of a plant. Can you find it? What
kind of plant is being described?

Which two pesukim
talk about people who
are getting married?
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w19 - Commentary

Moshe warns Benei Yisrael that, if they stop following God, they'll be
sent into exile from their land. But God promises that they'll return:

Devarim 30:3 a:2 0™MaT
Then God your Lord will return your displaced AN AMAY NX 779K 712w
people and have compassion for you. WX DAY %30 5¥ap1 AW
God will return and gather you from among the 1AW AMFOR T ANaT

nations where God scattered you.

Do you notice that the pasuk
twice says 2w (ve-shav), which
( © means that God will return?

p. 7)? Ve-heishiv would mean that God
will cause the Jewish people to return.
Wouldn't that make more sense here?

Rashi brings an interpretation from the Talmud
(Bavli Megillah 29a):

Why doesn't it just say 2"WiT1 (ve-heishiy,
using the 5’ygn/hif’il form of the verb, see

Rashi (France, 1,000 years ago) L/
The Torah should have said “ve-heishiv,” that God will nX "2Wwim” ana% 1% mia
cause the Jewish people to return. Our Rabbis learned INan -1119? 12N ANy
from this that it's as if the Shekhinah (God's presence) Y WY 212710
is immersed in the misery of galut (exile) with Israel. ,0m% nya S oy
And when Israel is redeemed, the Torah calls that a 7R 22T P2RAAY N
redemption for God too. For God returns with them. .0y Jfliu'g RITY — m:gy';

The word ve-shav makes sense because God is also
returning. God comes back from exile together with the
Jewish people, because God went into exile with them. CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE >>

Copyright (c) 2024 by Hadar | Devash: Nitzavim-Vayeilekh 2024 by Hadar is licensed under a Creative Commons. HADAR
Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License.



<< CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

+ What does it mean that God goes into exile with the Jewish

people? What could that represent? What does this teach us
about God?

Rashi goes on to describe what God does in
the redemption:

Also, the day of kibbutz galuyot (the gathering yaap o S ni% wr Tin

of the exiles) will be great and hard, as if God iNXY KT I9RD " Wip1 nivhy

needs to take the hands of each and every wnn 11 TR NiviY ?]"‘1':;

person to lead them from their place. Jnipnn UK WN
+ Why might kibbutz + Rashi uses a metaphor of God physically holding

galuyot be "great each person by the hand. Why would God do that?

and difficult”"? What does holding someone’s hand mean? Why

would God need to do that to bring us out of exile?
What can that teach us about God?

T/ 2

Let's play a game of "what's different here?” Take a close
look at these two phrases from Parashat Vayeleikh, the
second of the two parshiyot we read this week. They are
both things that Moshe says to Yehoshua, preparing to
enter into the land. What do you see?

22:X% oM 1:X5 0mMaT

VINTOR ORI RN TR D PIRETOR T DYITTIR R 0K
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They look almost exactly the same, right? One
difference is: in the phrase on the right, we see the
words 111 OYiT (ha-am ha-zeh, this people); in the
phrase on the left, we see the words X1 112
(Benei Yisrael, the Children of Israel). These mean the
same thing and are just different ways to describe
the Jewish people.

But there is another more meaningful difference. In
the phrase on the right, Moshe tells Yehoshua: N‘|:113 /\o Ifvoy rememb

er for
(tavo, you will go) into the land. In the phrase on the RI1R is the yyq /gg;"l ?;’rffl:fr fm the vear,
left, Moshe tells Yehoshua: X™2n (tavi, you will bring) the Simplest use of the Verb %Ot?: Vet,b,
the people into the land. \/Vﬂf s thg TUI/Nifl form of ch"\g/.erb
© YU do something tg ’

I s cage, ypy e - SOMe0ne else

And there is another difference hiding in plain sight! The meaning yoy ”b”make S0Mmeone else “gome,

ng” them Somewhere,) ,

word NX (et) is in both of these phrases, but it actually
means two totally different things.

You will go with this
people into the

YIRTOR T D¥U‘ﬂ® land

In the phrase on the left, it doesn't really have a translation,
but it is there to tell you that Yehoshua is bringing Benei
Yisrael into the land, and not the other way around. (The
really fancy term for this is a “direct object signifier.”)

In the phrase on the right, it means with:

This "et” makes it
clear that Yehoshua
is doing something

to the people; the
bringing is happening
to Benei Yisrael

YIRT oK PRI 127NN X720 0K 73

This second kind of NX is more common in the Tanakh.
Even though you can't translate it, you should still be grateful
when you see it. It can really help you know who is doing
what to whom!

Parashah Scavenger Hunt Answers:

-_____________________________________________________________________________________________________| I
Devash is a weekly parashah magazine that makes Torah learning sweet. By engaging directly with texts and taking kids seriously HADAR
as Jews, Devash helps children (ages 7+) and grown-ups discover the weekly Torah portion. Write to us: devash@hadar.org
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Our haftarah this week mentions clothing
quite a few times.

Yeshayahu 61:10 :RD 1iTYyw?
| will greatly rejoice in God, my whole being will be happy ‘M R wiv
with my God— 17982 "wn1 %an
Because God has dressed me in clothing of salvation; YW1 1732 1wt 13
God has wrapped me in a robe of charity, 5;{93;17 TRy "77yrg
Like a groom adorned with a turban, like a bride decked IND 727 1002
out in her finery. H1722 YR 12201

Yeshayahu is describing how it feels to experience

God's kindness. He says it's like being dressed up in

the nicest things for your own wedding.

Why is experiencing God's kindness like being dressed in
special clothing? How does it feel when someone dresses you
or wraps you in special blankets, robes, clothing, or jewels?

Yeshayahu 62:3 A:20 imywn

You shall be a glorious crown in the hand of God, 7772 NIRDA NVY N7
And a royal tiara in the palm of your God. PPN 22 F219n N

In this pasuk, the Jewish people are described
as God's crown.

What does it mean to be God's crown? What does a crown
symbolize for a king? What does this teach us about how God
thinks about the Jewish people?

This is the final of the RNIT VAW (sheva de-nehemta),
the series of seven haftarot that comfort us after Tisha

B'Av. Through these images of clothing—both the Jewish
people’'s and God's—our haftarah promises a
wonderful future: God will save us, cherish
us, and bring Yerushalayim back to life.

How can you connect to God through
your clothing? What special clothing
do you have that can help you
connect to God?



