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w191 1N - In This Week's Parashah

- T
+ Pharaoh has two dreams that he can’t understand.

+ Pharaoh’s cupbearer remembers Yosef and recommends him
to interpret the dreams. Pharaoh sends for Yosef, who predicts

seven years with plenty of food followed by seven years of :
famine. (
N
+ Yosef advises Pharaoh to store food during the years of plenty. \,
Pharaoh appoints Yosef as his most powerful advisor.
5

+ Seven years later, a famine begins. Yaakov sends his sons to
DX (Mitzrayim, Egypt) to buy food, but he does not send \
Binyamin.

Yosef accuses them of being spies, imprisons Shimon, and
insists that the others return with Binyamin to prove their

+ Yosef recognizes his brothers, but they do not recognize him. \
innocence. >
-

+ Yaakov refuses to let Binyamin go to Mitzrayim until Yehudah
takes personal responsibility for him.

+ The brothers go back to Mitzrayim with Binyamin. \7

+ Yosef is so moved by seeing Binyamin that he leaves the room
to cry.

+ Yosef has his silver goblet placed in Binyamin's sack. When the
goblet is discovered, Yosef accuses the brothers of stealing
from him and demands to keep Binyamin as a slave.
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W1 - Midrash

When a famine hits |V12 vy (Eretz
Canaan, the Land of Canaan), Yaakov
tells his children to go down to DN
(Mitzrayim, Egypt) to buy food.

Midrashim are ideas or stories
that explain the Torah. They
often come from listening very
carefully to what the Torah
says and how it says it. Here,
we will look for what clues this
midrash sees in the Torah's
words, and try to understand
its messages.

Bereishit 42:3

Ten of Yosef's brothers went down
to get grain from Mitzrayim.
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This midrash notices that the pasuk refers to them not as Yaakov's children, but as

"Yosef's brothers.”

Bereishit Rabbah 91:6

The Torah should have called them the children of
Yisrael (= Yaakov)! These words teach us that, in the
beginning, they did not treat Yosef in a brotherly way —
they sold him. Then, they regretted it very much and
said, "When should we go down to Mitzrayim and return
our brother to his father?” When their father told them
to go down to Mitzrayim, they all agreed that they should

bring [Yosef] back.
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According to this midrash, the Torah calls them "Yosef's brothers” now to hint

at the idea that they were finally acting like brothers. They realized that selling
Yosef was not how brothers should treat each other. Now, they all agreed that
this famine was an opportunity to be better brothers, and bring Yosef back from
Mitzrayim.

+ If the brothers were looking for Yosef in Mitzrayim, why couldn’t they
recognize him?

+ Are there other clues in the parashah that the brothers regretted selling
Yosef? If so, what are they?

« If it is true that the brothers wanted to go searching for Yosef, why do you
think they waited for so long?
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THIY19 - Commentary

Why did Yosef put his brothers
through such a difficult experience—
keeping his identity secret for so
long, pretending to accuse them
of spying, hiding their money and
the silver goblet, and imprisoning
Shimon? And why did he insist
that they bring Binyamin down
to Egypt with them? Many
commentaries offer different
answers. Here are two:

Abarbanel (Portugal, 550 years ago) 7TNIQNQN
Everything that Yosef did to his brothers... was .I"NN7 QDI' "WYY |i'DIN 72 DY NI
because he was unsure whether they really loved DN7 N OND,IQ72 790 TNW) TiY
Binyamin, or whether they actually still hated D'NIW 'TY '0 DX X ' DY NN
Rahel's sons. Because of this, he wanted them APN 700 12 NN
to bring Binyamin specifically for the test of the ['@12 VY92 "N NN N'ANT NX D71
goblet to see whether they would try to save him. J7'XN717TRU DN NINTT7 Y'IN




Ramban (Spain, 800 years ago) i ["ann %p
Yosef remembered the dreams he had, VT DN7 D7N YWX NIN7NN 72 107
and he knew that they were not fulfilled 1D NINTN DY92 DN TNN DPPN) N7W
this time because all his brothers were L7AINNRW! NN 72 1D DYINN9A YT
supposed to bow down to him... And NINT AWN DNRY [N IR N7W |11
since he saw that Binyamin was not with IN'Q'W D DNY7Y 77V N[ANDN
them, he came up with this whole trick DI7NN D'J7 I'7X I'NXN |'D12 D)
to falsely accuse his brothers so that - DI7NN DPNIY MNNI ..N7NN [IWUNIN
they would bring Binyamin in order to JUN DI7NN D'P7 DN7 TN [IUNRND
fulfill this first dream... and, after that, he :

told them to bring his father in order to

fulfill the second dream. "

>

+ Think about Yosef's personality. Does one
of these explanations seem to fit better with
the Yosef you know from the story?

+ How does each explanation affect how we
view Yosef?
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This year, like most years, Parashat Cally jmpacts ™

Mikeitz falls on Hanukkah. This raises
two important questions:

1) How do we light Shabbat candles
and Hanukkah candles on Friday?

2) What is the proper order for
Havdalah and Hanukkah candles
on Saturday night?
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How do we light Hanukkah candles on Friday afternoon?

When we are in a situation where there are two mitzvot to be done, the Talmud
(Berakhot 51b) rules that we should generally do the mitzvah that is more frequent first.
There is a name for this principle:
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' ' If we were to follow this logic on Hanukkah, then the
I I more frequent mitzvah of Shabbat candles (which is To Do List:
N 5  done every week) would come before Hanukkah candles [ ook For Shablodh:
2 (done only eight nights out of the year).
; B (O Take a Sholer
4 2.  This is not so simple, though, because we accept ] Ligvit Hanokkaln caudles

Shabbat by lighting Shabbat candles, and then it [ Light Shabbaf, candles
becomes‘ﬁsrbidden to light other flames! For this reason, the rule O Rest !
is (Shulhan Arukh Orah Hayyim 679:1): “On Friday night, we light the I —
Hanukkah candles first, and then the Shabbat candles afterward.”

*

What's the order on Saturday night?

* * After Maariv in shul, the rule is to light Hanukkah

TO DO Li5£ candles before making Havdalah. That way, more
people will be present to see the candles, and

0 Moo Haudalab the community will get to extend Shabbat a little by hearing

gLigwt Hasokkohh candies Havdalah later (even if the one person who lights the

g Eab oil Coods Hanukkah candles has to end Shabbat to do so).

O Play dreidel For lighting at home, it is a Ni7NN (Mahloket, disagreement),

(W] and the Mishnah Berurah, which is often the “last word" on

these kinds of issues, rules that either order is valid (Orah
Hayyim 681:2). The common practice is to make Havdalah
first because Havdalah is a biblical mitzvah, and it is done
every week of the year (so tadir ve-she-eino tadir—tadir

kodem applies).



T 110 + What's Going On Here?

Why is Yosef called niv9 n19Y (Tzaftnat Paneiah)?

After Yosef interprets Pharaoh's dreams, Pharaoh gives
Yosef the name "Tzaftnat Paneiah” (Bereishit 41:45). What is
the meaning of this name?

+ Targum Onkelos (an ancient translation of the Torah
into Aramaic) translates Tzafnat Paneiah as "the one _—>
who reveals mysteries” because Yosef was so good at
interpreting Pharaoh'’s dreams.

+ lbn Ezra (Spain, 900 years ago) says that Tzafnat
Paneiah might be an Egyptian phrase, and we are not —>
sure of its meaning. But he suggests that it could be
the Egyptian translation of Yosef (“he will add").

It is @ mysterious name, and Egyptologists and
commentators continue to debate this question, even \

today! /*:\\ ’\
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N"1U 79 U471 - A Moment of Hebrew

Bereishit 41:35 N7:NN N'UNI2
Let all the food of these good years that DIWN 7ON72 NN 12
are coming be gathered, and let the grain N7NN NNAND NIQLN
be collected under Pharaoh'’s authority NYI9™T! NNN 127NAYY
as food to be stored in the cities. AU DMy 7O
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To collect or gather

A file (on a computer) = yajI = NiM73 viap
The gathering of the exiles (in the

messianic age when all Jews come

) to the Land of Israel)

=) Y

Kibbutz = via)]
Group = n¥Iaj] (a collective living

Find the Word! community)

Before Yaakov dies, he calls his sons, so he can bless them. Can you find
the word that he uses to gather them, which has the same WU (shoresh,
root)? (Hint: look ahead to chapter 49, verse 2)
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T 7U NPT - One-Minute Debate

How to play:

Here is a topic for debate along with some suggested arguments,
but feel free to come up with your own.

+ Assign people to the "true” or "false” sides. @
+ Each side gets 30 seconds to make their case.
+ At the end, the group votes on a winner.

Debate: Yosef should not have treated his brothers so poorly

when they came to buy food in D'¥y (Mitzrayim, Egypt).

* True:
+ All they wanted was some food for their families!

+ By treating his brothers poorly, Yosef added to his father's sadness and
stress. Yaakov could not have been happy when Shimon was imprisoned,
and he certainly did not like being forced to send Binyamin to Mitzrayim.

* False:
+ After what they did to Yosef all those years ago? They deserved it!
* Yosef needed to check whether his brothers had changed or not.
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1H1W Ni7KY - Parashah Scavenger Hunt

The answers to the first seven questions can be found in the matching numbered aliyah
in the Torah reading. The answers to the last three are harder and can come from

anywhere in the parashah.

What two things did Yosef

gwd [udi! a do to prepare for his

meeting with Pharaoh?

According to Yosef,

why were Pharaoh's

What did Pharaoh place

dreams doubled?

| on Yosef's neck?

For how long did Yosef lock up

his brothers?

I
e Which two brothers argued

with Yaakov that he should let [
Binyamin go down to D'¥nN

(Mitzrayim, Egypt) with them? |

What lie did the man in charge of

Yosef's house tell the brothers?

Yosef made sure that

|
0 Binyamin got significantly Q
more food at his house
than any of his brothers.
How much more food?
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K701 'NUL - Torah Trop

Zarka NjW

) ND;JYJ n'f?i'n/
TN | DRWUX 23X

Bereishit 42:21

But we are guilty

Zarka is an interesting note, because
it always comes at the end of the
word, no matter where the accent
is. So even though the word above
is a-NAH-nu, the zarka is placed
at the end (but is not pronounced
a-nah-NU). Zarka is always
followed by a 7i10 (segol), which
we will learn about next week!



Count 'em: One, Two, Three!

One of the most special moments in shul every Shabbat is when we take out the Torah
from the WTijJ |inX (@ron kodesh, ark). It is momentous when we get to take out more
than one Min 190 (sefer Torah, Torah scroll) on the same day, and this Shabbat, we get
to take out three! Here's how it works:

SCROLL #1:
We read

parashah,
Mikeitz.
Instead of
dividing it

into seven

aliyot, like we
normally would, we
combine the last
two aliyot into one
. long one. So that
takes up six aliyot.

oooo

ooooo

Since this
Shabbat is
also Rosh

read the

that talks about

the sacrifices on
these days. This
is aliyah number

. seven.

. .
OOOOOOOO

SCROLL #2;

Hodesh, we :'

section from
Parashat Pinhas

. oo
............
oooooo

SCROLL #3: We read

the section about the

dedication of the [pWn

(Mishnan, Tabernacle),

the house for God

made in the desert.
This reminds us of the
rededication of the WTpnN N2
(Beit Ha-Mikdash, Temple) during
the time of the Hanukkah story
about 1,000 years later. We read
about the Mishkan's sixth day of
dedication, because it is the sixth
day of Hanukkah. This aliyah is the
109N (Maftir).

e o o0
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Why not just take out one scroll and roll it to all these different places? If you only

have one Torah scroll, you would have to do that. But if you have three scrolls, you
take them all out, because of this important rule:

Shulhan Arukh Orah Hayyim 144:3 2:TNP DN NIN YNY N7V

You may not roll a Torah scroll in front of the
community, because of the honor of the community.

AYA MR 190 17703 |'N
21AxN Tiad non

It's not nice to have people sit around waiting when you could have had everything
ready to go. So, whenever a community is blessed to have enough Torah scrolls, we
roll them to the correct spots in advance, and then have them ready to go as soon

as they are needed. And you get a more exciting parade around shul to boot.




1'020 111 'N « Who Were Our Sages? }
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One of our DWN9 (parshanim, commentators) this week is
Rabbi Yitzhak Abarbanel, often just called "The Abarbanel.”
He lived in Portugal almost 600 years ago.

Even at a very young age, he was already writing about

talented when it came to finance and money that the king
of Portugal hired him to be his treasurer. His closeness to

the king and the money his father left him made him
very rich, and he spent a tremendous amount of his
own money to try to free Jewish captives and bribe

/
philosophy, science, and Torah. The Abarbanel was also so e i
)
b
]
'
)
officials to stop persecuting the Jews of his-time. ;,

One day, though, the king was going to
accuse him of treason, so he had to run
away to save his life, and the king took

all his money. When Jews were expelled
from Spain in 1492, he had to leave his
home again. Despite all that, he wrote many
important works, the most famous of which
is his commentary on the Torah, which
includes insights from his experiences

with kings and world leaders. Today, his
commentary is still studied in Jewish
homes around the world. -




Shabbat Shalom!
~ OI7W N1W ~

Parashah Scavenger Hunt Answers:

He shaved (or had a haircut) and changed his clothing
. As a sign that the message behind the dream was going to come true very quickly
. A golden chain
. Three days
. Reuven and Yehudah

o U WN S

. That he received their money for the grain and that the money in their sacks must have been a
gift from God

=

Five times more

©

He seated them in age order

0

Tzafnat Paneiah
10. NI'7NNI/N1"7o11 (va-tikhlenah/vatehilenah, they finished/they began)
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